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very able administrator and he saw the
school grow from a patch in the woods
until it is now the fine institution that

it is today.

And all of the rest of the missionaries

who were sent out, who labored devoted-
ly and diligently to make our school a
fine school, and our mission the finest,

they should be acknowledged publicly

and given thanks.

And I should not forget the Tongans.
They are good people. They give of

everything they have, whether they are

asked or not, and they expect very little

in return. There are many who have
served among them who think that they
deserve all that the Church has done
for them in the past, all that it is doing
for them now, and all that the Church
can do for them in the future, because
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we are convinced that they are of Nephi
and that they have a great and wonder-
ful future.

May God bless those wonderful peo-

ple.

I close by leaving with you my testi-

mony that I know that this is the work
of the Lord and I do this in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

The Congregation will now sing "Re-
deemer of Israel," Brother Cornwall con-

ducting. After the singing we will hear

from President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.

Singing by the congregation and the

Tabernacle Choir Male Chorus, "Re-
deemer of Israel."

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

Second Counselor in the First Presidency

My
brethren, I have been intensely

interested in the accounts of Broth-
er Romney and Brother Coombs

and as I sat here there came to me a
thought that I have had many times be-

fore. I wonder how much our pre-

sumed scientific knowledge, so-called,

has cost us in faith. I lived among those
people myself for four years. I loved
them. I loved their innocence of things

worldly. I loved the simplicity of their

lives. I loved the simplicity of their

faith. Some transgressions because of

their innocence seem to leave them un-
touched in faith.

And I wonder how much the little

I know about the material gains in

physical sciences and the presumed great

laws of nature which we do not yet have
in their fullness nor fully understand,

I wonder how much that is worth to me
in terms of faith. I do have a testimony.

I do know that God answers prayers. I

do know that he can heal. I do know
that I have seen his healing. I repeat,

I do know that he answers prayers. But
I often wonder how much better I

might know it if my faith had not been
tampered with. Sometimes our faith

waits on our presumed knowledge. I hope
and I pray that we can bring into our

hearts, into our souls the simple princi-

ples of the Gospel. Why should we
worry about the things that the Lord
has not made clear. Why should we
worry about the things that he has not

revealed, usually relating as they do, to

matters that are not of much importance
in the way we live. Why not put all

extraneous things out of our minds as

affecting our faith and just believe not

only but come to know the power of

faith and what it can do for us.

Brethren, I feel, speaking for myself,

that I do not yet appreciate or under-

stand what I might do if my faith were
perfect.

I thought tonight that I might say

just a word or two, not too much, about

what I have thought of as "The Chaste
Life." I would like to pay my respects

and my congratulations to the tens of

thousands of our people and of our

young people who are clean and pure,

who are enjoying all of the blessings

that cleanliness and purity can bring

and they are among the richest bless-

ings that our Heavenly Father has to

bestow. I honor those, those of clean

lives, free from transgression, respected.

I pray God to keep them clean and pure
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and so far as possible innocent. But
when I partially realize how much the
radio and the television and the play
impart into the minds of our youth,

who know far more than some of the

older of us people about sex, I wish it

were possible not to pollute their young
minds.

And I think that we, bearers of the
Priesthood, should do all in our power
to keep them as innocent as we may
while at the same time giving such in-

structions as they should have to help
them keep clean, not to teach them how
to avoid evidences of uncleanliness.

But we have a few, as Brother Joseph
Fielding said today, speaking of the Sab-
bath, too many—one, said he, is too

many— we have a few who are not as

we would like, and I blame in part for

their views, their habits, their thoughts,

their transgressions, the teachings that

they receive. And one of the worst of

the teachings that come to them is that

teaching which is becoming too com-
mon, that the sex-urge is a natural urge

to be gratified like the urge for drink or

for food. Satan has not invented any
more unrighteous, hideous doctrine than
that, and he knows it, and yet, brought
up as some of us are brought up, under
environments where we do not hear
sufficient antidotes for this poison, we
hear it, we listen, we believe, we try,

and then comes all the woes that at-

tend to unchastity.

You know, when we read in the great

law books in the Old Testament, specifi-

cally Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuter-
onomy, we may think that the Lord
there is chastising and perhaps prescrib-

ing for the sins of Israel, and I thought
I would just like to read to you two or

three paragraphs taken from the Book of

Leviticus, the 18th chapter:

"Speak unto the children of Israel,

and say unto them (this is the command
to Moses), I am the Lord your God.
(Note this:—)

"After the doings of the land of Egypt,

wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and
after the doings of the land of Canaan,
whither I bring you, shall ye not do:

neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.

"Ye shall do my judgments, and keep

mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am
the Lord your God.

"Ye shall therefore keep my statutes,

and my judgments: which if a man do,

he shall live in them: I am the Lord."
(Lev. 18:2-5)

And following this throughout the
Books, there are a series of command-
ments regarding sex sins. And in order,

as it seems to me, to keep the Children
of Israel from committing these sins, the
Lord proceeds to name them and to

prescribe penalties for their commission.
I am going to just mention a few of

them.
First is incest. I am not enlarging on

it. In the law incest included more than
we now ascribe to it. It included mar-
riage between people within prohibited

relationships. The penalty for incest

was death to both parties.

Fornication—sometimes adultery and
fornication are used interchangeably.

But for certain kinds of fornication, the

penalty was death.

For adultery, it was death for both
parties.

For homosexuality, it was death to the

male and the prescription or penalty for

the female I do not know.
For beastiality, it was death for both

the man involved and for the woman.
Prostitution was called an abomina-

tion.

After the Lord finished his listing of

abominations recorded here, he con-

tinued:

"Defile not ye yourselves in any of

these things: for in all these the nations

are defiled which I cast out before you:

"And the land is defiled: therefore I

do visit the iniquity thereof upon it,

and the land itself vomiteth out her
inhabitants.

"Ye shall therefore keep my statutes

and my judgments, and shall not com-
mit any of these abominations; neither

any of your own nation, nor any stranger

that sojourneth among you:

"(For all these abominations have
the men of the land done, which were
before you, and the land is defiled;)

"That the land spue not you out also,

when ye defile it, as it spued out the

nations that were before you.

"For whosoever shall commit any of

these abominations, even the souls that

commit them shall be cut off from
among their people.
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"Therefore shall ye keep mine ordi-

nance, that ye commit not any one of

these abominable customs, which were
committed before you, and that ye de-

file not yourselves therein: I am the

Lord your God." (Lev. 18:24-30.)

I wonder if the defilement of the land
by abominations still has force and
effect, and if it has any significance for

us?

That was the way in which the Lord
taught the Israelites what they should

not do. Death was to be by burning or

by stoning. You will remember the

story of the woman taken in adultery,

found in John 8. You will remember
the incident of David and Bathsheba,

you will find that in II Samuel, the

eleventh chapter and following. And
then you will remember the story of

Corianton and Isabel. I am going to

read that in just a minute. I am men-
tioning these things merely to show
that Israel lived under a code that would
not tolerate any such doctrine as that

the sex-urge was a natural one and to

be gratified just as the urge of thirst

and of hunger.

I would like ourselves, the Priesthood,

and our youth to understand that sex

transgression is tragically serious, not
something to be lightly considered, and
I would call your attention to a state-

ment, if I can find it, from the Prophet,
who said that (this was the idea) wrong
always gnaws at the heart of the trans-

gressor. "Those who have done wrong
always have that wrong gnawing them."
(DHC 6, p. 366.)

Now, I want to read you the story

of Corianton as told by Alma, in that

Book of Alma, and this tells the trans-

gression sufficiently, as well as the
doctrine involved. Alma, speaking to

his son Corianton said:

"For thou didst not give so much heed
unto my words as did thy brother,

among the people of the Zoramites.

Now this is what I have against thee;

thou didst go on unto boasting in thy
strength and thy wisdom.

"And this is not all, my son. Thou
didst do that which was grievous unto
me; for thou didst forsake the ministry
(remember he had been called on a
mission), and did so over into the land
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of Siron, among the borders of the

Lamanites, after the harlot Isabel.

"Yea, she did steal away the hearts

of many; but this was no excuse for

thee, my son. Thou shouldst have
tended to the ministry wherewith thou
wast entrusted.

"Know ye not, my son, that these

things are an abomination in the sight

of the Lord; yea, most abominable above
all sins save it be the shedding of inno-

cent blood or denying the Holy
Ghost? . .

."

And then after a verse on the Holy
Ghost, he continues:

"And now, my son, I would to God
that ye had not been guilty of so great

a crime. I would not dwell upon your
crimes, to harrow up your soul, if it

were not for your good.

"But behold, ye cannot hide your
crimes from God; and except ye repent

they will stand as a testimony against

you at the last day.

"Now my son, I would that ye should

repent and forsake your sins, and go no
more after the lusts of your eyes, but

cross yourself in all these things; for

except ye do this ye can in nowise in-

herit the kingdom of God. Oh, remem-
ber, and take it upon you, and cross

yourself in these things." (Alma 39:2-9.)

My purpose in saying what I have
said and reading what I have read is

to bring home to us the seriousness of

these sex transgressions. Everything

that we can do, and here the unity of

the Priesthood comes again, we should
do. Satan had Cain ask the Lord, "Am
I my brother's keeper?" That question

did not come from the spirit of the Lord.

We are our brothers' keepers. It is our

duty, each and every one of us, to do all

that we possibly can do to restrain our

brethren and our sisters, and particularly

our young people from committing them-
selves as some are doing. There is no
happiness in it for them here or here-

after. There is grief and sorrow and
regret. There usually is an effort to

repent but repentance brings an agony
of spirit.

Let us all without obtrusion, without
offense, in gentleness, in persuasion,

and above all, in good example, try as

best we can to improve the few who
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are in or going into transgression and to keep themselves pure, I humbly pray,

to prevent others from following their

course. It is no light thing to trans-

gress sexually; it is a tragedy.

God give us the power and the knowl-
edge to know how to do the things

that I am suggesting, namely, help others

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Stephen L Richards will

now speak to us.

PRESIDENT STEPHEN L RICHARDS
First Counselor in the First Presidency

I

could wish that all of the Priest-

hood assembled in the 96 meeting
halls where they are met tonight

might have been present last evening
in the Tabernacle to have listened to

and seen the program of the missionary

work of the Church. I think had all

been present there, it would have been
unnecessary for me thus to bring an
item or two of missionary work to your
attention.

We have all been deeply impressed
by the reports of missions which have
come to us, and I am sure they have
stirred us to a sense of great responsi-

bility in carrying the Gospel to the

world.

I wish to appeal to all of the Priest-

hood, and to the famiiles of the Church
through the Priesthood, for more mis-
sionaries at this time. You have heard
that we have a considerable force in

the field, but I must apprise you of the

fact that they who are returning from
the field in such large numbers require

more replacements than we can fur-

nish from those whom you are recom-
mending to us week by week and month
by month. If everyone could realize

the problems of a mission president, I

am sure that all would be appreciative

of the need for missionaries to keep up
a more or less standard quota in our

missions. As the missionaries extend

the work, they usually organize small

branches of the Church, Sunday Schools,

small groups, which have to be nur-

tured and cared for by the missionaries.

When a sufficient number of mission-

ary terms expire so that the mission

president is not able to keep in those

branches the number who are requisite

to carry them on, it not infrequently

means that a small branch that had a
good start must be more or less dis-

organized because possibly no one of

sufficient stature in the Church is there

to administer it, and it therefore means
something of a loss in the forward mo-
tion of our missionary work. We do
need more missionaries at the present.

We need, of course, those who are

able to carry forward the work, and as

we mentioned to the brethren and sis-

ters last night, they must be in good
health—preferably younger people who
can stand the more strenuous effort.

They must be, too, impressed with the

necessity and the desirability of mis-
sionary work. I am sure we were
touched tonight as we heard these mis-
sion presidents express their interest in

the people where they served. They
knew they were blessing their lives, and
every missionary should know that,

if he would render the best and most
effective service.

So, we appeal to you, my brethren of

the Priesthood, to attempt to send from
the homes of the people those who can
meet the needs of the various missions.

And may I make a suggestion, too, that

may prevent some disappointment. So
many of our young folks make up their

minds where they would like to serve,

and perhaps there is a certain legitimacy

to their having a preference, but it can
readily be seen that if all preferences

were to be observed, that we would fail

to meet the needs of the missions as

those needs arise. Therefore, they who
are called to serve in the missionary

field should be impressed with the neces-

sity of answering the calls that come
to them with gladness and willingness,

wherever the mission might be, in order


