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The something he hit was a 31-year-old
father of five children, a scoutmaster
who died on the street where he was
hit. In newspapers and magazines on
the airplane were the blandishments of

the liquor trusts, encouraging youngsters
to be like certain "men of distinction,"

like this man, perhaps.

There are so many elements of the
theme that there is not time to touch
them, but I ask you today that when we
cry to the young to "be honest" with
themselves we consider what goes on in

the world around us, the movies and
television, the books and plays, the ad-

vertising in the newspapers we read,

that so pervert the great creative capac-

ity of man given us of God in order

that we might find a partner, get mar-
ried in his appointed way, establish a

home and build a family, an outpost on
earth of heaven's promise. So many
have perverted this magnificent gift of

God that we live in a world where sex-

ual adventuring is almost, it would
seem, a rule among many, looked upon
as a form of amusement. I say I can-

not believe that we can with honor and
honesty tell the young to "be honest"

with themselves knowing that they are

responsive to the example we interested

adults set.

It is so with us—we who claim to be

followers of the Risen Christ and yet

do not obey his commandments. It is

so especially on this significant Easter

day. He said:

I am the way, the truth, and the life:

no man cometh unto the Father but by
me. (John 14:6.)
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Yet there are those preaching in his

name who are willing to be quoted in

the newspapers as saying that they pre-

fer not to have the term Christian ap-
plied to themselves, for Jesus Christ, to

them, said one recently, was a folk tale

like Santa Claus.

I say to you that there are those who
know for certain for themselves that

God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and
that living his commandments and being
honest with ourselves is the only way
really to motivate the young to do what
we would like them to do. I testify

that I do know these things. God bless

us that we may bless them as he intends
we shall, I pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Marion D. Hanks of the First

Council of Seventy has just addressed
us. The Choir and congregation will

now sing, "High On The Mountain
Top," with Richard P. Condie con-
ducting. After the singing Bishop
Thorpe B. Isaacson of the Presiding

Bishopric will address us.

The Choir and congregation joined

in singing the hymn, "High On The
Mountain Top."

President David O. McKay:

Bishop Thorpe B. Isaacson of the

Presiding Bishopric will now speak to

us. Bishop Isaacson will be followed
by Elder Mark E. Petersen.

BISHOP THORPE B. ISAACSON

First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

Surely we all owe a debt of gratitude

to this marvelous choir. Brother Condie
and the choir have won our hearts this

morning. There are many individuals

in the Church and out of the Church all

over the world who greatly appreciate

their beautiful music and the selections

of their renditions.

While standing before you today, I

pray that the Lord may sustain me and
direct me, and I shall be grateful to

each of you for an interest in. your faith

and prayers. Truly, this is a humbling
experience. I am sure it would be a
humbling experience for you, too, but
probably that is as it should he because
we are here this morning—this beautiful

Sabbath Easter morning—in true wor-
ship. We acknowledge God as our
Heavenly Father. We accept Jesus

Christ as the Savior and the Redeemer
of the world. We teach his birth

in Bethlehem, his life in Galilee, and
his sojourn in Jerusalem. We accept the
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mission of Jesus as the Savior of

the world. We recount that mission, his

contribution, the trial of Jesus that Presi-

dent Clark so beautifully told us about
yesterday, and finally the crucifixion of

the Savior on the hill of Calvary in Old
Jerusalem.

A few years ago as I stood by the
side of that tomb in Old Jerusalem I

think I loved Jesus more then than
I have ever done before in my life.

We accept the resurrection of Jesus as

true, and we know he came forth from
the tomb as the Resurrected Christ,

thereby giving eternal life, probably
God's greatest gift to man.

We teach and we recognize the ap-

pearance of God, the Father, and his

Son, Jesus Christ, to the Prophet Joseph
in the Sacred Grove. There are some of

our friends who can hardly accept that

as truth, but we would plead with them
to study and pray, and that testimony
will come to them. We acknowledge
Joseph Smith as a prophet of God. He
was raised up, preserved, and divinely

called. We teach and we believe in the

revelations received by the Prophet
Joseph. These revelations are true, and
this chosen prophet left to the world
more doctrines of life and salvation than
any other person who ever lived, save

Christ himself. He was truly a divinely

called and inspired prophet, and sealed

his testimony with his life and blood

along with his wonderful brother,

Hyrum, who was also martyred at

Carthage Jail in Illinois.

Yes, we accept these things as factual,

and we know without a doubt that they
are true; that the Lord revealed his will

to this prophet, and after the death of

the Prophet Joseph Smith another great

prophet was raised up, preserved, and
divinely called—the prophet and Presi-

dent Brigbam Young, who had a great

mission to perform in leading this peo-

ple on that unknown journey. After

the death of the Prophet Brigham
Young, other prophets were raised up
and divinely called to lead the Church,
each one in his time a true prophet of

the Lord. At the present time one
stands at the head of this Church and
is the mouthpiece of God, our Eternal

Father. President David O. McKay is

a prophet of the Lord, just as were the

prophets of old. I bear testimony to you
that I know this to be true, and I know
it by the power and gift of the Holy
Ghost. The Spirit of the Lord testifies

to our spirits and we believe.

I would like to address some of my
remarks to a very large group of brethren
whom I regard as fine men and of great

potential power and strength and in

whom I have great interest, the senior

members of the Aaronic Priesthood. I

know many of them, and I want to ex-

press to them our love and our friend-

ship. We have only one desire, that

we can share with them some of the

joys and blessings that we are privileged

to enjoy. When you stop to think of

this large group of men, if it were pos-

sible to assemble them, we would fill

this tabernacle ten times as it is filled

this morning.
Where are they today, and what have

we done about it? We want to tell

them that we love them, and we wel-
come them back into activity in the

Church. We want to assure them of

our interest in their welfare. We have
been greatly impressed with the progress

made by these wonderful men, and we
would plead with all of our brethren of

this group and other groups that if for

any reason you may have become in-

active in the Church, we want you back
because it will bring you greater joys

and blessings than have ever come to

you any other way in your life. We can
promise you that the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ changes the pattern and the

attitude and the personality and the

personal spiritual strength of men who
will accept Christ and the teachings of

the gospel.

May I give you a quotation from Alma
to express to you how we feel:

Behold, O Lord, their souls are precious,

and many of them are our brethren; there-

fore, give unto us, O Lord, power and
wisdom that we may bring these, our breth-

ren, again unto thee. (Alma 31:35.)

In a recently completed survey, with
224 stakes reporting regarding the activ-

ity of their schools for senior members
of the Aaronic Priesthood, we are pleas-

antly encouraged and grateful to see

what is taking place. We have, for

instance, at the present time, approxi-

mately 367 schools now in session for
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the senior members of the Aaronic
Priesthood and their wives, some of them
on a ward and some on a stake basis.

We have had enrolled in these schools

in the last year more than 17,000 of

these wonderful men and their wives,

and we are learning of some glorious ex-

periences that have come into the lives

of these brethren.

Just yesterday I shook hands with a
former senior member of the Aaronic
Priesthood who now is a stake president.

It is not uncommon for us to shake
hands with some who are now bishops.

May I give you a few excerpts from
some of the special survey sheets regard-

ing these schools, the comments of

which are from the senior members of

the Aaronic Priesthood?

Perhaps the greatest benefit that I re-

ceived from the school was the feeling

that my Church was still very much inter-

ested in me in spite of my inactivity for

so many years, and that I was still needed
and wanted in the Church; that I still had
a chance to make up in a way for years of

absence; that there was still time left, but
that I must not procrastinate longer.

Another:

I have completed the first school, and I

recommend that all the senior members of

the Aaronic Priesthood attend these schools.

It is a great feeling to feel yourself grow
as you get interested again in the Church.
This school seems to give us the spark that

we need for most of us to get started again,

and I would recommend to every senior

member of the Aaronic Priesthood that you
attend these schools.

It was through this school that my wife

and I received the spark of hope, and now
we are working our way to the temple.

It is wonderful to see how the lives

of individuals may be changed, and the

lives of sons and daughters likewise are

changed, because they are happy when
their fathers and mothers make adjust-

ments in their own lives. To sons and
daughters who come from a divided

family—the father a member of the

Church or the mother a member of the

Church—you can do so much for your
mother and your father. A girl, a while
ago, sent this letter to her father and
mother in answer to a letter that she

had received.

Third Day

Dear Mother and Daddy: I received your
letter, and I have never had such a pleasant
and wonderful surprise in my life as when
I read it, telling me that Dad was now
going to join the Church. I started to cry,

and I cry every time I think of it because
really, I have never been so happy. This
is the blessing that I have been praying for

ever since I was big enough to know how
to pray.

Young people, you, too, can do that

for your fathers and your mothers.

Dad, I know you will now be greatly

blessed, and if you will live the command-
ments our Heavenly Father has given us,

you will soon have the Holy Priesthood

which will give you the power to do the

things that you have never dreamed of

doing before. I think it will be so wonder-
ful if you will both live worthy of being

married in the temple some day.

I cannot think of a more glorious wedding
gift for me than to be sealed to both my
mother and father and my sweetheart, Jim,

on the same day. Another great thing will

be that now, Daddy, you will be able to

assist in many ordinances of the Church,
and someday assist in the blessings of my
babies. That will mean so much to me.
Nothing could have ever made me happier

than this has made me.
I love you, and as your daughter, I am

very proud of both of you. You have made
me so happy, and I will always be what
you expect me to be.

We are humble and truly grateful for

our membership in this Church. We
do not wish to appear arrogant or

haughty, because we realize that we are

not as good as we should be, but we
are thankful we are as good as we are,

and are grateful to God for what we can
yet become.
The Church offers us the opportunity

to worship God and a chance to come
into an awareness of him. With him
there is healing of sorrows, strength

for the day, and peace at the last. If

we have been at odds with ourselves or

with God, our Father, and the universe,

reconciliation with the Master, with our

fellows, and our soul can come. That
change will come about if we are hum-
ble, repentant, and seek the assistance

of our Heavenly Father, but it can never

take place without communion with the
Lord and a spiritual religious belief and
faith.

The understanding of God's goodness

enables man to meet everyday needs,
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problems, and troubles. We can come
to a reconciliation with God, with peo-

ple, and with ourselves. Despair and
discouragement can be transformed to

confidence, guilt to forgiveness; cross

purposes and uncertain goals can be
changed to spiritual strength. Yes, one's

real personality heretofore utterly alone

can take on a new character with true

humility. True religion gives one
strength to ask forgiveness of one's fel-

low men. If that be difficult, and some-
times it is, all we need to do is to

become humble, and it gives us spiritual

strength to ask for God's forgiveness. If

we can only accept and thoroughly
recognize that God is our Father, if we
will listen to his words, we will not be
troubled.

The gospel as taught by the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will

lift one higher than any other philos-

ophy on earth. It will give one a higher

knowledge, more to live for and more
to die for than any other church on the

earth, because it is the true Church of

Jesus Christ. The truths of the gospel

are beautiful. As a church and as a

people, we are particularly blessed with
the scriptures of the Book of Mormon,
and I would like to say to my friends

who may be inactive, or those not of

the Church, the Lord has made all of

us a very definite promise in the Book
of Mormon (see Moroni 10:3-5), and I

hope that every man within the sound
of my voice who has never done so will

read the following. The Lord said:

Behold, I would exhort you that when ye

shall read these things, if it be wisdom in

God that ye should read them, that ye

would remember how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men, from
the creation of Adam even down until the

time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts.

And when ye shall receive these things, I

would exhort you that ye would ask God,
the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ,

if these things are not true; and if ye shall

ask with a sincere heart, with real intent,

having faith in Christ, he will manifest the
truth of it unto you, by the power of the

Holy Ghost.
And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye

may know the truth of all things. (Moroni
10:3-5.)

Elder Orson F. Whitney has written

the following concerning Mormonism:

Mormonism's magnanimity— And yet
"Mormonism" is said to be narrow, small
and illiberal. Narrow, forsooth! Then
where will you find breadth? Where find

justice, mercy, magnanimity, if not in a
religion that saves the living, redeems the

dead . . . , and glories all who repent?

"Mormonism" a small thing? It's the big-

gest thing in the universe! It is the Ever-
lasting Gospel, the mighty soul-ship of the
dispensations, launched in the days of Adam
upon the heaving ocean of the ages, and
now on its last voyage over the stormy
billows of Time to the beaconing coast of

Eternity! (Saturday Night Thoughts.)

God can win strange victories in the
hearts and lives of those who believe in
him. Too many people have been try-

ing to do without God, perhaps that is

the reason for some of their failures.

Too many people are trying to give

irreligion the garb of respectability.

They have acted as if we could acquire

education without acquiring a knowl-
edge of religion, and wisdom without
the experience and practice of religion.

Perhaps we have not found peace
within ourselves. The lack of peace
usually goes with the lack of belief in
the Almighty God and a knowledge of

the availability to us of his guidance.

We have not been able to establish

peace among the nations of the world.
With all our knowledge, we yet urgent-

ly need to gain sufficient understanding
completely to recognize that there is an
inescapable cause and effect relation-

ship between these mounting failures

and our diminishing faith. Unless we
are willing to prepare for a new dark
age, we must soon acknowledge that as

good as we think we are, we are not
good enough to get along without the
God our forefathers found indispensable.

Every person might follow the ad-
monition of Alma:

Counsel with the Lord in all thy doings,

and he will direct thee for good; yea, when
thou liest down at night lie down into the
Lord, that he may watch over you in your
sleep; and when thou risest in the morning
let thy heart be full of thanks unto God.
(Alma 37:37.)

May I close with this thought:

We expect to pass through this world but
once; therefore, any good that we can do or
any kindness that we can show to any
living person, let us do it now. Let us not
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defer it or neglect it, for we shall not pass

this way again.

May God favor us by granting to each
of us the companionship and the asso-

ciation of his sweet, holy Spirit, I hum-
bly pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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President David O. McKay:

Bishop Thorpe B. Isaacson of the

Presiding Bishopric has just addressed

us. Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve will now speak
to us. He will be followed by Elder
Hugh B. Brown.

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

As we pay tribute to the Savior of the

world on this Easter day and express

gratitude to him for his great atonement,
we must remember, also, that to be a

true Christian means that we love Jesus

Christ and that to love him means to

obey him.

How can we truly love him unless we
walk in his footsteps. How can we sin-

cerely honor him unless we follow his

teachings?

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. (Matt. 7:21.)

His great fundamental teaching was
that of love, and out of love he taught

unity, harmony, brotherhood, sisterhood.

He prayed, you recall, that his disciples

might be one, even as he and his Father
were one. He taught that a house divided

against itself cannot stand. A man can-

not divide his loyalty, either. No one
can serve two masters.

When he placed apostles and
prophets in the Christian church, as

Paul explains, he did so to help the

saints to be united, to reach a unity of

faith, to understand what is true har-

mony. Yet, as we contemplate these

teachings, we must realize that Christi-

anity itself is sadly divided. Thoughts
of unity among the churches are repug-
nant to most Christians, and still they
claim to believe the Master's teachings
urging unity and brotherhood, not divi-

sion and lack of harmony.

One of the most difficult things about
this division in modern Christianity is

the effect it has upon family life. In
these days of far too much discord in the
average American home, religious dif-

ferences frequently become the impor-

tant cause of discord, sometimes to the

extent of breaking up homes, causing
separations and divorce, with all their

accompanying heartaches.

Every young couple on making plans
for marriage hopes for a happy home
life. Everyone wants to make a suc-

cess of marriage. Most young couples

have faith in God and seek his bless-

ings upon their marriage. But in so

many instances the very religions to

which they hold tend to bring unhappi-
ness to them because the couples belong
to different religious faiths. This dif-

ference becomes a source of irritation,

conflict, quarreling, and unhappiness.
It becomes so to such an extent that

those who have studied marriage most
are convinced that so-called interfaith

marriages generally are a mistake.

Christianity is too divided to permit
Christians of different denominations to

live together in peace and harmony. It

may be a great reflection upon Chris-

tian living and Christian concepts, but
it is nevertheless true. Interfaith mar-
riage jeopardizes the stability and happi-
ness of the home.

The Christian denominations are the
first to recognize this. They, themselves,

advise their young people to avoid mari-
tal disharmony by marrying within their

own faith. I have written to many
clergymen of various faiths from coast

to coast, asking their views on this

subject, and have received back a whole
sheaf of letters, all advising against in-

terfaith marriage. To give you a small
cross section of their opinions, I read to

you a few of the letters, at least ex-

cerpts from them.

From New York City, St. Patrick's In-

formation Center, the Rev. Charles J.

McManus writes:


