
THIRD DAY
AFTERNOON MEETING

The concluding session of the Con-
ference convened promptly at 2:00 p.m.

Sunday afternoon, with President David
O. McKay presiding and conducting the

services.

The Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir fur-

nished the music for this session of the

Conference.

President David O. McKay:

Members of the Church are convened

in the Tabernacle on Temple Square

in Salt Lake City, Utah, in the con-

cluding and seventh session of the One
Hundred Twenty-Eighth Semi-Annual
Conference of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. For those

who are unable to enter the building,

we announce that these services are

being broadcast in the Assembly Hall
and in Barratt Hall over television.

The music for this session will be

rendered by the Tabernacle Choir, with

Elder Richard P. Condie conducting,

and Elder Alexander Schreiner at the

organ.

We shall begin this service by the

Tabernacle Choir singing, "To Music,"
with Jay E. Welch conducting.

The opening prayer will be offered

by Elder Lawrence D. Olpin, president
of the Lorin Farr Stake.

The Choir sang "To Music," Jay E.
Welch conducting.

Elder Lawrence D. Olpin, president of

the Lorin Farr Stake, offered the in-

vocation.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Lawrence D. Olpin, president

of the Lorin Farr Stake, has just offered

the invocation.

The Tabernacle Choir will now sing,

"Mountains," conducted by Richard P.
Condie.
Our first speaker, following the

Choir, will be Elder Marion D. Hanks
of the First Council of Seventy.

The Tabernacle Choir, Richard P.
Condie conducting, sang "Mountains."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Marion D. Hanks of the First

Council of Seventy will be our first

speaker. He will be followed by Elder
LeGrand Richards.

ELDER MARION D. HANKS

Of the First Council of the Seventy

Through this conference I have been
feeling a great warm surge of grati-

tude—gratitude that I belong to the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, gratitude that there has come to

me, in spite of my limitations, the

blessing of service and the blessing of

learning to know and to love so many
of you, to feel your strength, xmderstand
your purpose, and observe your dedica-

tion.

I have been grateful for the marvel-

ous sermons, the great themes of truth

which have been here uttered. I was
very grateful this morning as these

strong and forthright and inspired mes-
sages went out to the world.

Last night I read on the editorial page
of the Deseret News an account of a
survey, actually a clinical research in-

quiry, of a number of men incarcerated

in the Utah State prison as compared
with an equal number outside the prison

who were of the same general back-
ground as to age, intellect, social, and
economic circumstances, etc. The report

re-emphasized strongly the vital im-
portance to the well-being of young
people of a home where love and inter-

est are shown, where there are fair rules
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consistently enforced, where there is a
religious atmosphere in the home and
religious activity outside it, and where
parents set the proper affirmative exam-
ple.

Since I read the article I have been
even more grateful for the home I grew
up in, himible as it was in terms of mate-
rial things; for a loving father, who was
called home in our infancy; for a won-
derful mother and brothers and sisters

through whose love, unselfishness, and
co-operative effort I came to enjoy some
blessings that they did not have them-
selves.

I am grateful that I know something
about some of the problems that exist

in the world and that I have the privi-

lege of counseling, weeping, and sym-
pathizing with some of the people who
have them.

I am grateful for the kind of moim-
tains that the choir has just sung about
(as well as for other mountains) and
that God blesses us with strength

enough to climb if we are humble
enough.

Recently I have been thinking about
three great areas of problems which
actually encompass the whole of hu-
man experience, the whole of an indi-

vidual's life, thinking about them in

terms of the Church program and the

principles of the gospel. We have a lot

of youth problems and we know it, dif-

ficulties in many fields of youth be-

havior and experience. Then there is

in our communities, and the nation, a

great problem with unhappy adults

—

broken homes, marriages, and lives; in-

creasing incidence of moral decadence,

of alcoholism; increasing prison incar-

cerations and so forth. There is a third

problem that I am not sure we have
thought much about (perhaps in the

Church we do not know as much about

it as a problem as some do), and that

is the field of geriatrics, the subdivision

of medicine dealing with the elderly and
the aging, many of whom lose status

in the family, community, and business

with advancing age.

Some recent experiences have per-

mitted me the privilege of observing

and participating in activities having to

do with some of these problems. Out
of those experiences I have come with
increased gratitude to my Heavenly
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Father that in the graciousness and
goodness of his love we have been
blessed with the principles, programs,
and inspiration which can preserve us
from the most serious of these problems,
help us overcome them to the measure
we find ourselves in them, and lead us,
through God's good gifts, to the happi-
ness here and the eternal opportunity
hereafter which we are meant to enjoy.
There is no occasion today to do more
than recognize the existence of the prob-
lems and to testify of my deep assur-
ance that through proper parenthood
and leadership and instruction, and
through a willingness to learn, hearken,
and participate, the principles of the
gospel and the great programs of the
Church will help us avoid or overcome
most of the difficulties which beset us.
There is a story in point which I

thought of as I read last night. A yoimg
man who had lost his father in his
earliest years went to an elderly medical
man who had been a close friend of his
father and asked the doctor what kind
of man his father had been. The old
doctor answered the question with a
question: "Suppose you could have
chosen your father—^that is, what kind
of man he would be—^what would your
choice have been?"
The young man replied that he would

have chosen one who was courageous
and forthright and true; a kind, wise,
and loving man; a worshiper, worker,
and servant of God. He described
clearly and forcefully an ideal father,

then asked: "Doctor, is that the sort

of man my father was?"
Said the doctor. "As your father's

friend, let me ask you another question.

Is that the sort of man you have chosen
to be the father of yoiur own children?"
The young man said, "With all my
thinking about life and its responsibili-

ties, I confess I have not thought about
this important matter in just that way
before. Though I had nothing to do
with choosing my own father, I have
everything to do with choosing what
sort of father my own children shall

have. I give you my word that I shall

think about and act upon it from now
on."

My wonderful young friends, in the

Church and out of it, you face real

challenges and great pressures, but the
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objectives and opportunities before you
are marvelous. When I look at you, I

do not see in you the leaders of tomor-
row, only; I see what you now are, the
boy friends and girl friends, the young
husbands and wives of today. In your
hands, stretching ahead before you,
there are important occasions for de-
cision and choice, decisions that will
affect your happiness in this world and
your eternal future.

Do you make negative judgments
about the parents, leaders and teachers
you now have? Have you thought
enough about what kind of parents,
leaders and teachers you are going to
be? These are not far-off challenges,

they are upon you; in less time than
you can now conceive these blessings

and burdens will be yours.

A few weeks ago I sat in an audi-
torium in the East with some of the
leading businessmen in America and
heard Brother Benson discuss the Youth
Fitness Program now underway across

the land. As the viewpoints of the
Church were so impressively presented

I was again moved with gratitude that
through revelation the Lord has blessed

us with the principles and the programs
which can lead us to effective, partici-

pating citizenship in the community and
in the kingdom; which, whatever kind
of home we came from, can lead us to

be the sort of father or mother we would
have been pleased to choose had we had
the opportunity.

Without the intention or occasion to

be detailed, may I mention a principle

or two given us by the Lord for our
well-being, physically, intellectually,

emotionally, socially, and spiritually.

Consider the understanding the Lord
has given us as to the nature of this

physical body which houses our spirit.

". . . the spirit and the body are the soul

of man." (D & C 88:15.) "For man is

spirit. The elements are eternal, and
spirit and element, inseparably con-
nected, receive a fulness of joy.

"The elements are the tabernacle of

God; yea, man is the tabernacle of God,
even temples; and whatsoever temple is

defiled, God shall destroy that temple."

(Ibid., 93:33, 35.)

I am grateful to understand that my
physical body is an eternal, non-evil

component of my eternal soul, and that

I have, therefore, a duty to honor and
respect and care for it, and to refrain

from knowingly imposing upon it any
treatment or substances deleterious to it.

While I could not choose nor govern
the condition of the body into which
I came, I have the responsibility to give

it the best care I can, and if I do not
I am acting in derogation of a great

gift of God.
For some time I have wanted to put

into the record a statement by Thomas
Edison in his autobiography, made in

the twilight of his productive life:

"The useful man never leads the easy,

sheltered, knockless, unshocked life. At

[age] thirty-six he ought to be prepared

to deal with realities, and after that

until he is sixty he should be able to

handle them with a steadily increasing

efficiency.

"Subsequently, if he has not injured

his body by excess indulgence in any
of the narcotics (and by this term I

mean liquor, tobacco, tea and coffee),

and if he has not eaten to excess, he
very likely may continue to be achiev-

ingly efficient up to his eightieth birth-

day, and in some cases until his

ninetieth."

The testimony of the times corrob-

orates what Edison said, and what the

Lord told us—information that has been
in our hands for more than sixscore

years.

The Lord has blessed us with knowl-
edge that we are under obligation to

develop our minds, for "The glory of

God is intelligence," {Ibid., 93:36) and
"It is impossible for a man to be saved

in ignorance." (Ibid., 131:6.) He has

given particular emphasis to spiritual

truth, but in addition to charging the

early brethren to teach one another the

doctrines of the kingdom, he also in-

structed them to prepare themselves in

a wide field of knowledge, including

languages, history, and law. In the

Church there are the principles and
program which can lead us to the pos-

session of minds that are clean and
honest, educated, trained, controlled,

creative, productive, and useful.

We have received the word of the

Lord that ".
. . men are, that they might

have joy," (2 Nephi 2:25) and we know
that there is joy in responsible relation-

ships with our fellow men. As this is
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true of other men, it is especially true
of our own families. The family, sealed
together under the law of God, is the
eternal unit, and our own high possi-

bilities in the eternities are contingent
upon our relationship with our family,
as well as with our Heavenly Father and
his other children.

Underlying all that has been re-

vealed to us the Lord has given us to

know that we are his children, that life

is purposeful and meaningful, and that
we are blessed with the possibility of

a high destiny. I thank God that I

know these things, and I pray that he
will bless us to understand that though
we may have partaken of some of the
problems of the world, though we may
have undergone some of the tragedies

of the world, there is hope and answer
for us in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Though we could not choose or direct

in our earliest days the home we grew
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up in or the parents who bore us, yet
we can do something about the sort

of parents we are or will be, and about
the home our children will grow up in.

I thank the Lord for the good things

he has blessed us with, and pray that

we may have the wisdom to be stead-

fast and faithful and to do that which
will perpetuate for those who are to

come the blessings which the Lord has

made available through the principles

and programs and inspired leadership

of his great Church.
In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Marion D. Hanks, member of

the First Council of Seventy, has just

addressed us. We shall now be favored

to listen to Elder LeGrand Richards of

the Council of the Twelve. He will be
followed by Elder Bruce R. McConkie.

ELDER LEGRAND RICHARDS

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I feel very grateful, brothers and sis-

ters, for the privilege that is mine to be
associated with you in this great con-
ference, and my heart has been made
to rejoice in the wonderful messages
we have received and the testimonies

that have been borne. Not only that,

but I have been made very happy to

greet so many of you on the block and
in the building whom it has been my
privilege to meet as I travel through the
Church and visit the various stakes of

Zion. I have a profound respect and
appreciation for the faith of you Latter-

day Saints, for the great work you are

accomplishing in your own localities.

I never return from a conference but
what I say to my good wife, "My, the
Saints are wonderful," and I thank the
Lord that I am a part of this great or-

ganization.

It has been my privilege to spend
much of my life in the missionary work
of the Church. I imagine today that

through the courtesy of the radio and
television stations there will be many
listening in who are not yet members
of this Church. I am sure they will

be some day when they know what we

know about it. I have always said that

there is not an honest man or an hon-
est woman in this world who really

loves the Lord who would not join this

Church if he knew what it was.
Those of us who have had missionary

experience know how our hearts have
been made to rejoice when we find peo-

ple who really love the Lord and who
want to serve him the way the Lord
wants to be served, and they come to a
knowledge of the truth. Sometimes we
find people who have looked for years

and years to find the truth. I had a
letter from a man recently, a prominent
attorney who had investigated many
churches, and when he found "Mor-
monism," as it is known to him, he
said he had found an answer to all of

his seeking. And some years ago, in my
missionary work, we brought an attor-

ney into the Church. He was an in-

telligent man. We asked him to talk

in one of our conferences, and he said

something like this—^we had asked him
to tell what he had found in Mormon-
ism that appealed to him. He said,

"If you have hunted for something all

your life until you decided it did not


