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resurrection, an ascension, and now he
had returned to the earth again.

As he went into the clouds and was
received and absorbed by them after

his forty days upon the earth, there

were many standing looking up into

heaven, and the angels stood by and
said, ".

. . Ye men of Galilee, why stand

ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into

heaven, shall so come in like manner as

ye have seen him go into heaven."

(Acts 1:11.)

After his appearance to the Nephites,

it was a long time before he returned.

He could not well return to a people

who did not believe in him. He needed
somebody who had a great, consuming
faith, who would receive him as Jesus

Christ, Redeemer, Savior, Son of God.
That happened in a grove in New York
State in the early part of the nineteenth
century, and the same words were said

again by a Loving Father, who had
already delegated this particular work
to a Glorified Son, and he said again to

a young boy, ".
. . This is my Beloved

Son. Hear Him!" (Joseph Smith 2:17.)

You remember what Peter said when
the disciples were asked, ".

. . Whom do
men say that I, the Son of man, am?"
They spoke up and said men thought
him to be Elias or one of the other

prophets, and then the Lord said again,

and I can imagine his piercing eyes,

wondering and expectant eyes, ".
. . But

whom say ye that I am?" And the

answer was one of the most stirring and
glorious of all statements made, ". . .

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God." And the next statement
followed which must never be over-

looked: ".
. . flesh and blood hath not

revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven." (See Matt. 16:13-

17.) In other words, man has not told
you this, but my Father has revealed
it unto thee, a great revelation has
come unto thee, and ye know it.

I asked four hundred missionaries
the Lord's question which faces every
man, woman, and child on this earth:

"Whom do ye say that I the Son of
man am?" And 1 was gratified at the
hundreds of replies from your sons and
daughters, saying "Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God."
And that is my testimony to you, my

brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Spencer W. Kimball of the
Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us. The Congregation will now join
in singing, "Redeemer of Israel," con-
ducted by Brother Ralph Woodward.
After the singing. Elder Levi Edgar
Young of the First Council of the
Seventy will speak to us.

The Brigham Young University Com-
bined Choruses and the congregation
joined in singing the hymn, "Redeemer
of Israel."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Levi Edgar Young of the First

Council of Seventy will be our next
speaker. He will be followed by Bishop
Carl W. Buehner.
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Of the First Council of the Seventy

I am happy to say something to my
brethren and sisters on this occasion
and I sincerely pray for their faith and
prayers. We are all interested in the
Christian world today. I have the honor
of being a member of the American
Christian Palestine Committee with the
Reverend Bishop Moulton of the Epis-
copal Church to work for the redemption
of Palestine, and its restoration. A few
weeks ago we were asked to write about

the Constitution of the United States

and what it means as a civic document.
To us all, the Constitution of the United
States is a very sacred document, and
it has never been equaled in the history

of the world.

I wish to read a paragraph written
ages ago by a famous Greek orator
whose name was Isocrates.

"The age in which we live should be
distinguished by some glorious enter-
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prise. . . . Let world leaders contrive

to put to an end our present troubles.

The treaties of peace are insufficient

for their purpose; they may retard, but
cannot prevent our misfortunes. We
stand in need of some more durable
plan, which will forever put to an end
our hostilities and unite us by the last-

ing ties of mutual affection and fidelity."

Quoting the words of Herbert L.

Willett,

"The divisions of Christendom today
are its most conspicuous reproach, and
its chief cause of inefficiency. They
present a moral affront to the enterprise

inaugurated by Jesus Christ, and consti-

tute the outstanding limitation of its

progress. The divided state of the
Church is an affront to Christianity.

We wonder if Christianity can survive;

we wonder if the Christian groups can
fight the evils of the social order of our
times."

Only the true Church can furnish the
program and power to meet the emer-
gencies that confront the world today.

The Holy Bible is not only the mas-
terpiece of the world's literature, but
it is also the most majestic exposition

of religion ever given to man. It con-

tains the writings of the inspired proph-
ets of God, and embodies the principles

of the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord.

It enlightens us on the great themes of

revealed religion: man, scripture, salva-

tion, faith, prayer, and immortality.

God reigns in heaven and in earth;

he is the rightful King of nations, and
the Source of supreme good to men. In
his image was man created. Great
prophets like Moses, Isaiah, Hosea,
Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, and Micah
were divinely appointed servants, and
they wrote the holy scriptures and in-

spired the peoples of the ancient world
to believe in God and to hope for the
Redeemer of the world. They had the
highest possible knowledge of moral
and religious laws.

How one loves to read the Ten Com-
mandments, one of the greatest lessons
of the Bible. They were given to Moses,
the prophet, hundreds of years before
the birth of the Savior.

Then we have such words from the
Jewish Talmud which were written soon
after the Ten Commandments. Let
me quote to you a few sentences which
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show the dignity of the teachings of

ancient Jewish writings.

"The name of the Lord shall be
loved through thy treatment of thy
fellow man.
"Do God's will as thy own will, sub-

mit thy will to his will.

"Be not like servants who serve their

master for the sake of reward.
"Thy neighbor's honor must be as

dear to thee as thy own.
"Keep aloof from grumbling.
"Do not hate the one who reproves

thee.

"If you humble yourself, the Lord
will lift you up.

"Pass not judgment upon thy neigh-
bor, until thou has put thyself in his
place."

However highly we may estimate the
truths we have today, it is for us to

understand the gospel. Rudolph Kittel

of Leipzig University wrote some years

ago: "Some one has got to rise to give

to the world the doctrines of Jesus

Christ, our Savior, for the world is in

need of them." This calls to my mind
an experience that some of the actors

of the old Salt Lake Theatre had one
evening. A noted American actor had
just closed the play of Hamlet, and was
about to leave to take the train for

San Francisco. Standing in the door-

way of the so-called "Green Room,"
Mr. Clawson, the manager of the old
playhouse asked him to say a few words.
Mr. Edwin Booth stopped for a minute
or two, then said: "It is seldom I speak
in public, but I would like to repeat

on this occasion the most beautiful

words ever uttered. Bowing his head
he said;

"Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in

heaven."
(See Matt. 6:9-10.)

With these words from the Lord's

Prayer, Booth turned and said "Good-
bye" to the few people and walked from
the theater to the sidewalk where he
took a carriage to the depot.

The Prophet Joseph Smith has done
the mightiest work of all:

We first see Joseph Smith in the
woods on the frontier of America pray-
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ing as a child might pray, and the Lord
appearing to him. Using the words of

the Psalmist, "Grace is poured into thy
lips, therefore, God hath blessed thee

forever more." With the Father was
Jesus the Savior. Joseph heard the

voice of God and the divine words:
"This is my Beloved Son." A new day
was at hand. From that moment he
was heart and mind for the word of

the Lord. What a message for our
missionaries of today!

He learned that day that the divi-

sions of Christendom are its most con-
spicuous reproach and the chief cause
of its inefficiency. They present a moral
affront to the enterprise inaugurated
by Jesus Christ, and constitute the out-

standing limitation of its progress.

Christianity is weakened by its divisions

in facing the problems of today, among
which are class hatreds, race antagon-
isms, blindness to social justice, the
lure of vicious literature, crime-instigat-

ing narcotics, and the spread of military

spirit in the world.
The supreme test of religion is revela-

tion. No religion can be persuasive

unless it relies on the principle of revela-

tion. The living Church of Jesus
Christ must be revelatory. One readily

sees that the very lifeblood of the
Church is the principle and potency
of redemption. Christianity in its pure
sense is the religion of redeemed per-

sonality. While all true men reveal

God, the complete carrier of revela-

tion can be no other than a chosen
personality.

By the power of the Holy Priesthood
which he received from heaven, Joseph
Smith established our true relationship
to God. Out of this grows the salva-

tion of man—his true immortal life.

The nations all bear witness to the need
of a light that is not of man. We can
give our word to the world that the
forces which are to make the world the
world it ought to be are now within it.

Thousands, yea millions of people
are waiting to hear the voice of our
Father in heaven. Millions are turning
to God, and we are in these days of

world turmoil experiencing a rising tide

of understanding and goodwill that is

constantly ebbing and flowing among
us all. The fact that the movement
has been reserved for our day fills us
with the deepening sense of our respon-
sibility and duty to make sure that the
golden opportunities it offers are not
lost.

"It changes ever)^hing.

I can see the end of war in this, some
day.

I can see the joy of women and little

children—some day.

I can see the cities and great spaces of

land full of happiness.
I can see love shining in every face.

There shall be no more sin, no pain, no
loss, no death

—

Only life, only God—some day when
the world shall have learned."

—Charles Rann Kennedy

I pray God to bless us all this day.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Levi Edgar Young of the
First Council of Seventy has just spoken
to us. Bishop Carl W. Buehner of the
Presiding Bishopric will now address

us, and he will be followed by Elder

John Longden.
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My dear brethren and sisters, it is

always an honor to greet you at a gen-
eral conference of the Church and to

bear you my testimony of the divinity

of this great, ever-growing, latter-day

work. What I have read, heard, and
observed concerning serious conditions
confronting this world in which we
live makes me more appreciative than

ever before of the testimony I have of

things eternal.

I am sure we are all interested in

security, and would like to say to all

people living that if we are interested

in security, we should live close to the

teachings of the God of this land, who
is Jesus Christ, for he has said, ".

. . and
though the heavens and the earth pass


