
98
Monday, April 6

ficiency of technology or resources. It

is a matter of people forgetting that

political freedom can be sustained only

by continuing individual commitment."
As he continues: "The great German
poet Goethe, who also lived through a
crisis of freedom, said to his generation,

What you have inherited from your
fathers, earn over again for yourselves

or it will not be yours.' We inherited

freedom. We seem unaware that it

has to be remade and re-earned in each
generation of man."

Stevenson says, "The natural govern-

ment of man is servitude. Tyranny is

the natural pattern of government." If

that be true, it is in direct opposition to

the government of God. "We do not
slip into freedom or happiness. It is

strenuously sought and earned."

When will we realize that the very
power and success of US society demand
more not less individual dedication for

its citizenship. It is interesting to note
that the concern of our leaders today is

not expressed in terms of security but
in terms of survival. What else but
individual dedication can stay the Soviet

assault on free civilization?

In an oft-quoted passage from Shake-
speare there is a warning given which
we might well heed:

"There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to

fortune;

Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries."

(Julius Caesar, Act. FV, Sc. 3.)

When in the course of life one arrives

at a fork in the way, a decision must
be made and a course selected often
results in a choice that later becomes
completely irrevocable. President Mc-
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Kay told us yesterday of the 231,000

teachers in the Church. I say they

stand as watchmen at the crossroads

to direct us aright in the course we
pursue. Our decisions, once executed,

can never be erased. This is because
such selections introduce a new series

of conditions, setting in motion events

which cannot later be recalled. The
good done, the evil accomplished, are

all there. It is a faithful axiom that he
who would not when he might, shall

not when he would.
Happy is he who profits by the expe-

riences of the past, like those of the

Athenians in ancient times so that he
may make right decisions in the present

and face the future with confidence,

divinely assured that his hope con-
cerning things to come will have full

and lasting realizations. Faith in Jesus

Christ our Lord, and obedience to his

restored gospel assures inevitably this

glorious result—the enjoyment of that

peace which passeth understanding now
as in all prior time.

Let us all live in all that we do,

guided and directed by the inspiration

which comes to the faithful as a gift

of the Holy Ghost. "But blessed are

your eyes, for they see: and your ears,

for they hear." (Matthew 13:16.)

May the Lord bless us all, I pray
humbly in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He to whom we have just listened is

Elder Henry D. Moyle of the Council
of the Twelve. Elder Eldred G. Smith,
Patriarch to the Church, will now speak
to us.

ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH

Patriarch to the Church

1 pray for an interest in your faith

and prayers while I fulfil this assign-

ment. Many of the brethren have
already given my talk several times,

nevertheless I feel that it is an important
subject and can stand repetition.

In the beginning of this dispensation,

on September 21, 1823, Moroni appeared
to the Prophet Joseph Smith. In that

visit he quoted the prophecies of

Malachi:
"For behold, the day cometh that

shall burn as an oven, and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly
shall burn as stubble; for they that

come shall burn them, saith the Lord
of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither

root nor branch. . . .



ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH 99

".
. . Behold, I will reveal unto you

the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah

the prophet, before the coming of the

great and dreadful day of the Lord. . . .

".
. . And he shall plant in the hearts

of the children the promises made to

the fathers, and the hearts of the chil-

dren shall turn to their fathers. If it

were not so, the whole earth would be

utterly wasted at his coming." (Joseph

Smith 2:37-39.)

Thus renewing this ancient promise

which even the Jews at the time of

Christ were looking forward to receive,

this promise was fulfilled 123 years ago

on April 3, 1836. Following a Sacra-

ment service in the Kirtland Temple,
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery re-

tired behind the veil of the temple
and after fervent prayer, there appeared

to them the Lord Jesus Christ who
accepted the Kirtland Temple and gave

his approval. This temple had just

previously been dedicated. (March 27,

1836.) Moses appeared and gave unto
them the keys of the gathering of Israel.

Elijah the prophet appeared to them
and bestowed upon them the keys of

the sealing power of the priesthood.

The Prophet Joseph Smith said this

about the mission of Elijah:

"The spirit, power and calling of

Elijah is, that ye have power to hold
the key of the revelations, ordinances,

oracles, powers and endowments of the

fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood
and of the kingdom of God on the
earth; and to receive, obtain, and per-

form all the ordinances belonging to

the kingdom of God, even imto the
turning of the hearts of the fathers

imto the children, and the hearts of the
children unto the fathers, even those

who are in heaven." (Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, 337.)
Again the Prophet Joseph Smith said:

"What is this office and work of

Elijah? It is one of the greatest and
most important subjects that God has
revealed. He should send Elijah to

seal the children to the fathers, and the
fathers to the children." (Idem.)
The mission of Elijah is to restore

to earth the power, that whatsoever
is sealed on earth will be sealed in
heaven. This sealing power is not
alone for the dead. The dead cannot
receive these blessings unless there are

those living who have performed these

same sealing ordinances for themselves,

first—^that is, a wife to a husband and
children to parents.

Without the coming of Elijah there

would be no need for temples, there

would be no sealing in marriage for

time and eternity, no sealing of chil-

dren to parents, no need for genealogy.

There would be no sealing for the liv-

ing or the dead. This is not for the

dead alone, it is for the living first.

I testify that Elijah did come, and
others have testified also, and we have
heard other testimonies in this con-

ference. In addition to the testimony

of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery,
and others currently, we have factual

evidence that Elijah came. One year

after Elijah's coming, in 1837, laws
were passed in Great Britain compelling
the preservation of duplicate records of

the dead. In the 400 years preceding

the coming of Elijah, there were cata-

logued by Mr. T. B. Thompson 192
British family histories. In just one
hundred years after the coming of

Elijah in 1836, there were 1,879 British

family histories published.

In addition to the published family
histories, about the only family record
was one made in the old family Bible,

such as the one I have here. This hap-
pens to be the family Bible of Hyrum
Smith, my great-great-grandfather, the
brother of Joseph Smith who was mar-
tyred in Carthage. In the middle of

these old Bibles that we are all familiar

with is a page for births, a page for

deaths, a page for marriages; and that

was about the extent of the family
records which were kept at that time.

In 1844, just eight years after the
coming of Elijah, the year of the
martyrdom of Joseph Smith and Hyrum
Smith, the first organization for the
purpose of the gathering together rec-

ords of the dead, and compiling gene-
alogical records, was formed in the city

of Boston, Massachusetts—^The New
England Historical and Genealogical
Society.

In 1869 The New York Genealogical
and Biographical Society was organized.

Since then literally himdreds of gene-
alogical organizations have been organ-
ized all through the Atlantic Coast states

and spreading all over Europe and the
United States.
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Instead of gathering the records in

the old-time family Bibles, we now have
special charts. Most of you are familiar

with the pedigree charts which we now
use. In the old family Bible, the rec-

ords that were given were, first, a record

of themselves and then of their pos-

terity. Today we make a record of

ourselves and then our ancestors, going

back in the other direction. The living

come first in this work. Many have
said to me, and I hear the expression

often, "My genealogy is all done. My
mother did our genealogy," or "An aunt
did our genealogy," or "Our father did

our genealogy." But I do not think

that very many of such people, if they
will investigate and fill the charts simi-

lar to this one I have here, will find

that all of their genealogy is done. If

you go back five generations, you have
thirty-two different lines, and in the

chart I just showed, going back seven

generations, you will have 128 different

lines to follow. You only need to go

ten generations back, and you get 1024

different lines to follow.

Genealogy is not just a chain line. I

have a record of a chain line that starts

with the Smith family and goes back,

branching off from the Smith family

when they could not go farther with
that line. It goes back to 443 B.C. Yet

this is not all of the Smith genealogy.

This is your responsibility, brothers

and sisters, to make sure that your gene-

alogy is gathered. I see the effects of

this spirit of Elijah becoming stronger

all the time. Often it is just one mem-
ber of the family who joins the Church.
I have many husbands and wives come
to me, each one being the only member
of the Church in his immediate family.

I believe the Lord deliberately designates

and sends a valiant spirit into a special

family in a special location, even in

far-off missions, for the explicit pur-
pose of having a spirit who will accept

of the gospel of Jesus Christ, hear the
voice when it comes to him, and recog-

nize it as true. Then, after becoming
a member of the Church, he will gather
the records that the promises to the
fathers may be fulfilled.

Many people who join the Church
are the only ones in their family in the
Church and are especially assigned and
their special mission is to gather their
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genealogy and perform the sealing bless-

ings that the fathers may receive the
blessings promised in the promise of
Elijah. I am reminded of a Japanese
boy, a convert to the Church here in the
States, who, in fulfilling his obligation
in the military service, was taken to
Japan. During his leaves of absence, on
his furloughs, he went to Hiroshima
where he found relatives who were more
than willing to give him records of his
genealogy, pictures of family members,
and records. Some were insulted to think
that they had not been thought of
sooner, and they are continuing to send
records to him. He unrolled on the floor

of my office a pedigree chart he had
made up which stretched clear across the
room and was still not all unrolled

—

one member of a family bringing the
blessings to the fathers, which is the
promise of Elijah. This is typical of
many families.

Do not leave this for others to do.
Each has his own responsibility. Are
you back in the horse and buggy days,
in the days of the old family Bible
where you just gather your own pos-
terity records? Or, are you gathering
together pedigree charts wherein for
each couple on the pedigree chart you
have a family record sheet? Most of
you are familiar with these sheets.
And if you are, you will soon have a
book built up of those loose sheets as
thick as this old family Bible with just
genealogy, instead of just one or two
sheets in the middle of a book.

I believe it was worth all of the ef-

forts, and the costs, and the sacrifices,

to build the Kirtland Temple, just to

have a place where the keys could be
restored, if for no other reason, if we
avail ourselves of these blessings. How-
ever, if we do not avail ourselves of

these blessings, they will not be of

much value to us. We have heard the
record of the microfilms that are avail-

able to us, and we have temples avail-

able. President Bowring reported the
other night that there were 2946 endow-
ments in one day in the Los Angeles
Temple; over three million endowments
in a year in the Church, it was reported.

These temples are here, and these

records are here for us to use, brethren
and sisters. Put them to use that they
may be of value to us and that we may
receive the blessings and that our an-
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cestors too may receive these grand and
glorious sealing blessings for all eter-

nity, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to
the Church, has just spoken to us. Led
by Chester W. Hill, Chorister of the
Ricks College Choir, the Congregation
will now join in singing, "Come, O
Thou King of Kings." Elder George Q.

Morris will speak to us following the
singing.

The Ricks College Choir and the
congregation joined in singing the
hymn, "Come, O Thou King of Kings."

President David O. McKay:

Elder George Q. Morris of the Coim-
cil of the Twelve will be our next
speaker. He will be followed by Elder
Milton R. Hunter.

ELDER GEORGE Q. MORRIS

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My dear brethren and sisters, I sin-

cerely pray for the Spirit of the Lord
to direct me and for your faith to

assist to that end.

I have been impressed with the
emphasis placed upon the principles

of the gospel in this conference. And
I have been impressed with the empha-
sis that has been laid upon the prophecy
of Daniel which foretold the setting up
of the kingdom of God, the overcoming
of all other kingdoms, and that this

kingdom was to stand forever.

There is a striking and interesting

difference between this dispensation and
all other dispensations. AH other dis-

pensations have faded away in a com-
paratively short time into apostasy.

This is the only dispensation from the
beginning that is not to follow that

pattern.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came to

perform his glorious mission in the
world and established his Church, he
established it among an apostate people
who, if they had believed the teachings
of their prophets, would have received

him as their Messiah. But they crucified

him, so it makes a great difference with
us in our attitude and in our objectives

and in our mission in the world.

The statistics given this morning
were interesting. We now number
over a million and a half people. Some
experts have estimated the future

growth of the Church, and they esti-

mate upon recognized principles of such
estimations, that in the year 2000, forty-

one years from now, the population of

the Church will be (I must refer to

the figures because I could hardly believe

them) six million people, and I see

no reason why we should not expect
that to be so.

So we see with regard to our mission
to the world and with regard to our
relation to the world, not a fading out
gospel dispensation, but a gospel dis-

pensation that is to build and build
until the Lord Jesus Christ shall come.
He shall not come to an apostate group
of Israel, but he shall come to the mil-
lions and millions of Israel who shall

be gathered into his Church and king-
dom. This Church and kingdom has
already been established in the earth,

and this is that kingdom. And testi-

monies of God's servants have been
borne to that fact for one hundred and
twenty-nine years and will continue to

be borne to that fact to the end.

We say that in love and consideration
for our fellow men, but it is our duty
to declare that fact, that this is the king-

dom of God established by the Lord
Jesus Christ and that its mission is to

fill the earth until the Lord Jesus Christ

shall come. And we must bear that

testimony, and we must bear the re-

sponsibilities that attach to that testi-

mony. Our lives and all that we have
and are should be devoted to the up-
building of this great kingdom prepara-
tory for our Lord and Savior to come
and reign in the earth.

Another striking thing that is differ-

ent in this dispensation from any other
dispensation, is that there is involved


