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see what would take place. And now,"
he said, "all the things that I believed

have been verified. I know that David
O. McKay is a prophet of God. I also

know that you have the true religion of

Jesus Christ."

These two important stories demon-
strate the fact that the Lord is touching

the hearts of the Lamanites, and they

are receiving the gospel. He is opening
the way for the fulfilment of the prom-
ises made to the Lamanites or Indians

by the Book of Mormon prophets.

The last meeting of our mission tour

was held at Chimaltenango, Guatemala,
in the evening of January 30, 1959.

Missionary work was opened in this

district only two years earlier. There
are four towns in the district, having a

Church membership of 141 people.

There were 425 people in attendance

at the conference, practically all being

Indians. Based on the Church popula-
tion in the district, we had 300 percent

attendance. Practically every Indian
mother was carrying a baby wrapped in

a shawl and tied to her body. Most
of the people were barefoot; they were
humble. God-fearing, faithful people,

poor in economic goods, but rich in

spirituality and their love for the Lord.

Brother Daniel Mich from Patzicia

was present. We called on this humble
Indian to talk. When I listened to his

testimony for thirty to forty minutes and
felt the spiritual influence of God which
emanated from him, I could understand
why the Lord loved this humble intelli-

gent, and spiritual-minded Lamanite
enough to give him the marvelous expe-

riences of which I have told you. I

shall always remember our conference

at Chimaltenango and the beautiful

testimony given by Brother Daniel Mich
from Patzicia, one of the towns in the

Chimaltenango district. I am convinced
that God loves the Lamanite people.

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to

bear my testimony. I know that God
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lives as I know that I am alive. I

know that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior
of the world. I know that Joseph Smith
is one of the greatest prophets that has
been upon the earth. I bear witness that

the true gospel of our Master was re-

stored upon the earth through him.
Also, I testify that each of the presidents

of the Church from Joseph's time to the
present has held the keys of the king-

dom. Each one, up to and including
President David O. McKay, was divinely

selected to be the President of the
Church, each being a prophet, a seer,

and a revelator.

I feel as Daniel Mich explained, I

am willing to follow President David O.
McKay at all times and to do anything
that he asks me to do. I pray to God
that I will have the strength, the faith,

and the understanding that I might
follow all the things that he tells me to

do, because I know that he will not
tell me to do anything that will be to

my detriment or to the detriment of the

people with whom I work.

I also humbly plead with all Latter-

day Saints that we will have the same
spirit and testimony that this humble
Indian had. May all of us follow at all

times the leadership of President David
O. McKay and do all that he asks us

to do. We accept him as God's holy
prophet. If we will follow his leader-

ship in all things, we will work out our

eternal exaltation. May this be our

happy lot, and may our Eternal Father

bless us with sufficient faith and strength

of character to keep all of his command-
ments always, I humbly pray, in Jesus'

name. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Milton R. Hunter of the First

Council of Seventy has just spoken to

us. We will now hear from Elder

LeGrand Richards of the Council of

the Twelve.

ELDER LEGRAND RICHARDS

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I rejoice with you, my brothers and
sisters, in the privilege of attending this

wonderful conference and listening to

the testimonies of the servants of the
Lord, including the great witness borne

to us this morning by President McKay.
I thank the Lord for my testimony that

I know this work is true, and I know the

power of God is in it; that this Church
is built upon the foimdation of apostles
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and prophets, and that Christ our Lord
is truly the head of his Church today,

as he has always been.

I have just had the privilege, with my
wife, by appointment of President

McKay, of touring five of the missions
of Europe—the Danish, the Swedish,
the Norwegian, the Finnish, and the
Netherlands Missions—and Sister Rich-
ards and I appreciate that opportunity
very, very much. I love missionary
work. I love the spirit of missionary
work. I know the Spirit of the Lord is

in the missionary work.
When Jesus was resurrected and sent

his disciples into all the world to preach
the gospel to every creature, he said,

"And, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world," (Matthew
28:20), indicating that when his king-
dom should be set up in the latter days
that he would be with his servants until

the end of the world. And I know that
the Spirit of the Lord is in this great

missionary movement.
It was our privilege to visit and hear

the testimonies of over five hundred mis-
sionaries, and each one I interviewed
personally; and if you parents could
have heard the testimonies of those mis-
sionaries, you would have been proud,
and you would have felt compensated
for the sacrifices you are making to keep
them in the mission field. Many of

them bore testimony of their gratitude

to their parents for the privilege of

being in the mission field. Some told of

the financial struggles their parents had
had. One boy said that his father was
out of work when he was called to go,

but he would not stand in the way of
that son of his being an ambassador of
eternal truth, and many of them testi-

fied that their parents had prospered
financially as never before while their

sons were in the mission field.

Another thing that thrilled me in
their testimonies: Many of them testi-

fied that their parents and the members
of their families had become more in-

terested and active in the Church while
their sons were in the mission field, so
that this great missionary program in a
way is like a two-edged sword. It does
a marvelous work in the mission field,

and it does a marvelous work here at

home.
One missionary whom I interviewed

in Denmark said, "I almost worship

President Petersen, my mission presi-

dent. It was he who brought the gospel

to my father in this land, and there are

now fifty-seven of us in the Church by
virtue of that one conversion."

Another young man who was a coun-
selor in the mission presidency in that

mission was the seventh son of a con-

vert from that mission to go back into

the mission field—a wonderful young
man—and he said, "Brother Richards,

couldn't I stay another six months?"
I said, "No, you had better go home.
You have your military work to get

back of you and your schooling, and
then you ought to get married, and
then you can raise your boys as your
father did and send them back on mis-
sions, and they will do the rest of your
missionary work for you."

It was a wonderful thing to be with
those missionaries and feel their spirit,

and I thank the Lord for the experiences

that have been mine. They say the

proof of the pudding is in the eating

of it, and I have had the privilege of

filling four missions and presiding over

two, and touring many of the missions,

and I would not want to raise a boy
in this day and generation and not have
him go on a mission for his good and,

because I think we owe so much to the

world, to share with them the wonderful
truths of the gospel.

If you parents could have seen the

glow in their faces when the mission-

aries would bring their investigators up
to shake our hands, you would not figure

that there was anything in this world
that could compensate and take the

place of the experiences that were theirs.

The missionaries fast for their investi-

gators. Two of the missionaries fasted

all day that their investigator would not
disappoint them when they had a bap-
tismal service arranged for her that

night up in Trondheim, in the northern
part of Norway. We went out to the

bank of a fjord after ten o'clock at night,

the sun still shining, and what a marvel-
ous sight to see the missionaries and
the sister dressed in white! The mission-

ary led her out into the waters of

baptism, and when she came back, my
wife said, through the interpreter, "Was
it cold?" She said, "It's deilig." That
means, it's beautiful. I do not know
whether any of you Scandinavians will

recognize that or not, but that was her
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way of saying it was wonderful.

It was wonderful. It was a wonderful
thing to witness that baptism. We stood

there watching it, and many of the
tourists or the vacationers were watching
it and a little sailboat that sailed up
the fjord because this was out in the
open. We have no baptismal fonts

there yet. Flowever, they are building

a beautiful new chapel and had the
foundation in when we were there. As
I looked and watched that beautiful

sight, I thought of the account in the
Bible where John led the Redeemer of

the world down into the waters of

baptism. He did not take a little water
and sprinkle upon the head of the
Savior. He led him down into the water,

and we read that when he was baptized

they came up out of the water, and I

wondered how Christians could satisfy

themselves having a little water
sprinkled upon their heads instead of

really being baptized as the Redeemer
of the world was baptized, especially

when they read so many predictions of

the prophets and apostles that the day
would come when men would "trans-

gress the laws and change the ordi-

nances."

I visited with quite a number of

people who had been to the temple.
They had just had a tour from each
of those Scandinavian missions and
from up in Finland to the temple.
About one hundred went in each group.
And I want to pay tribute here to you
members of these foreign-speaking

groups. I have something to do with
your work. But you have sent money
to these mission presidents to help some
of these underprivileged members to go
to the temple. You should see the joy

that it brings into their lives 1 Those
temples have literally changed the atti-

tude of the Saints in many respects.

I was visiting with one young man
and his wife who had three children.

They had just returned from the temple
in Switzerland, and she said this:

"Brother Richards, we have been mem-
bers of the Church for only six years,

and we figure we are only six years old.

We did not know how to live, and
what to live for, until we found the
Church."
When you stop to think in those

lands, according to reports, there are

only about five percent (I think it was
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three, but to be safe I will say five per-

cent) of the people of those lands who
attend church at all of any kind, and
then you know how little there can be
in their lives really to live for. Some-
times I thought as we went through
those missions that about all they live

for was their vacation, because they are

great people to have a vacation every

summer. I will not take time to go
into detail about that. But they did
not seem to be looking to eternal life or

eternal exaltation or eternal compan-
ionship with those whom they love.

They did not know anything about
things like that. The newspapers even
write articles discussing the fact that

there is no God.
I was told that many of the ministers

will openly admit to their members that

they do not know whether there is a
God or not. So, you see, they need
the missionaries. They need this won-
derful message that we have.
Speaking of the temples, I remind you

of when Nicodemus came to Jesus by
night and said:

"Rabbi, we know that thou art a

teacher come from God: for no man
can do these miracles that thou doest,

except God be with him.

"Jesus answered and said unto him.
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born again, he cannot see

the kingdom of God."
And Nicodemus, you will remember,

could not understand that, so he said,

"How can a man be born when he
is old? can he enter the second time
into his mother's womb, and be born?"
And Jesus said:
".

. . Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into

the kingdom of God."
And Nicodemus could not understand

and Jesus said,

"Art thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things?

"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We
speak that we do know and testify that

we have seen; and ye receive not our

witness.

"If I have told you earthly things, and
ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if

I tell you of heavenly things?" (John
3:2-5, 10-12.)

And I have always thought that the

heavenly things that Jesus spoke of were
these wonderful blessings that we re-
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ceive in the temples of the Lord, and
I thank the Lord that temples are reach-

ing out to our people in these far-off

lands.

In 1906 I heard President Joseph F.

Smith make this statement in Rotter-

dam, Holland: "The day will come
when temples of the Lord will dot this

whole land of Europe," and I have lived

long enough to see two of them there,

and I tell you it is changing the feeling

of our people toward the Church to

know that these glorious blessings are

coming within their reach.

As we went to leave the London Tem-
ple to come home, one good brother,

who must have been in his sixties, said,

"Brother Richards, why couldn't I have
known this thirty years ago? Why
couldn't I have had the joy all these

years of helping to build the kingdom?"
That is the spirit of this work. There

is not much time left, but I would just

like to reminisce a moment. When I

went on my first mission as a young
man of nineteen, we were instructed

by President Anthon H. Lund before

we left for our missions. Among other

things he said, "Brethren, the people

will love you. Now don't get lifted

up in the pride of your hearts and think

that they love you because you are better

than other people. They will love you
because of your calling and the Spirit

of the Lord that you take with you and
the priesthood that you bear."

I didn't understand too much what
that meant as a boy, but after I filled

my first mission there in Holland, I

wept more tears a hundred times over

as I took the train from Amsterdam to

Rotterdam than I shed when I said

farewell to my loved ones to go to that

land.

I went into one home where I had
the privilege of bringing the gospel, and
the little woman, a mother of about
eight children, looked up into my eyes,

and the tears rolled down her cheeks,

clear down the front of her dress, and
she said, "Brother Richards, it was hard
to see my daughter leave for Zion a

few weeks ago, but it is a lot harder to

see you go," and then I knew what
Brother Lund meant when he said,

"They will love you. They will love

you because of the message that you
bring to them."
Then I went to say good-bye to a

man who was in the government serv-

ice. He stood erect in uniform. He was
old enough to be my father. He got

down on his knees, took my hand in his,

and hugged it and kissed it and bathed
it with his tears, and then I understood
what Brother Lund meant when he
said, "They will love you."

I tell you, brothers and sisters, we
should be grateful for this great mis-
sionary system that is bringing so much
joy, happiness, and peace into the lives

of our people. That little family who
did not know how to live until they
had found the Church, and then just

think of the revelation to them of the
marvelous truths of the gospel, eternal

duration of the marriage covenant

—

they will have their children in the
eternal world—and that they can be
exalted in the presence of God, the
Eternal Father, and his Son, Jesus

Christ! Compare that to what they
have in a nation where the people have
almost deserted their faith in God.

I pray God to bless us all and help
us to be worthy of our heritage and to

give freely, and I do want to commend
others who have sent money into those
missions to help the local young people
to fill missions, for they are doing a

great work. And if any of the rest of

you are financially able and you would
like to lay up a few more treasures in

heaven, I invite you to do the same.
I leave you my blessings and pray

God to be with you all, and bear wit-

ness of his truth in the name of the Lord,

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

The Presiding Bishopric of the Church
will hold a special meeting tonight in

this building at six o'clock. All stake

presidencies, bishoprics, members of

stake and ward Aaronic Priesthood com-
mittees are invited to attend. There
will be an Agricultural Meeting con-
ducted by the General Welfare Commit-
tee in the Assembly Hall tomorrow
at 7:30 a.m. All staJce presidents, and
bishops who operate welfare farms, and
all ward and stake welfare representa-

tives are invited.

He to whom we have just listened is

Elder LeGrand Richards, member of

the Council of the Twelve. The singing

for this session has been furnished by


