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union is consummated by his power and
his authority, and his promises are at-

tached to that union. If, in it, we are

faithful and true to the gospel of Jesus

Christ, we shall be exalted in his pres-

ence and dwell with him forever.

May God give us the power to make
clear to all these glorious revelations,

now available to the world, because

the gospel has been restored in its

Second Day

fulness, and for the full salvation of the
human soul.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder George Q. Morris of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the First

Council of Seventy will now address
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May I take as a text these words which
were dictated by the Holy Ghost to an
inspired man in ancient Israel:

"The law of the Lord is perfect, con-

verting the soul: the testimony of the

Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

"The statutes of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart: the commandment
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the

eyes.

"The fear of the Lord is clean, endur-

ing for ever: the judgments of the Lord
are true and righteous altogether.

"More to be desired are they than gold,

yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also

than honey and the honeycomb.
"Moreover by them is thy servant

warned: and in keeping of them there is

great reward." (Psalm 19:7-11.)

Now if I may be enlightened by the

same Spirit that rested upon him who
wrote these words, I would like to indi-

cate the great compelling necessity, the

overwhelming obligation, that rests up-

on us as members of this great latter-day

kingdom, to come to a knowledge of

the law of the Lord, to know the doc-

trines of the gospel, to understand the

principles, requirements, and ordinances

which we must comply with in order

to be heirs of salvation in the Lord's

kingdom.
We believe and advocate that every

member of this Church should have a

testimony of the divinity of the work;
that he should know for himself, inde-

pendent of any other person, that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God, and that salva-

tion is in him; that Joseph Smith is the

agent and instrument through whom
the knowledge of salvation has come
again in our day; and that the mantle
of the Prophet rests upon President

David O. McKay at this time. By first

gaining a testimony and then by being
valiant in testimony, we can be heirs

of salvation.

But no man can have a testimony of

this work until he begins to get a knowl-
edge of the gospel. A testimony is based
on knowledge; first a man must learn

about God and his laws, and then by
obedience to these laws he will gain a

testimony. Jesus said, ".
. . My doctrine

is not mine, but his that sent me.
"If any man will do his will, he shall

know of the doctrine, whether it be of

God, or whether I speak of myself."

(John 7:16-17.)

We believe that all members of this

Church should be fully and completely
converted, so much so that they are

changed from a natural and fallen state

into saints of God, changed into a state

where they have in their hearts desires

for righteousness. By following such a

course they are born again; they are re-

newed of the Spirit; they are in line for

eternal salvation. But no one can attain

unto such a state until he knows the
laws that govern the process of being
converted.

We believe that after we join this

Church it is incumbent upon us to press

forward in steadfastness and in devotion,

living by every word that proceedetk
forth from the mouth of God, desiring

righteousness, seeking his Spirit, loving
him with all our hearts, mights, minds,
and strength; and yet we cannot do any
of these things until we first learn the
laws which govern them. In the full

gospel sense, there is no such thing as

living a law of which we are ignorant.

We cannot worship a God of whom we
know nothing, as far as gaining eternal



ELDER BRUCE R. McCONKIE 51

life through that worship is concerned.

And so I think we have the obligation,

the great underlying responsibihty, to

learn the doctrines of the Church so

that we will be able to serve in the

kingdom, so that we will be able to carry

the message of salvation to our Father's

other children, and so that we will be
able to live in such a manner as to have
peace and joy ourselves, and gain this

hope of glorious exaltation and eternal

life of which Brother George Q. Morris
has been speaking.

We have been commanded to do this

very thing. We say, for instance, that

no man can be saved in ignorance, and
we mean in ignorance of Jesus Christ

and the saving truths of the gospel. We
say that men are saved no faster than
they gain knowledge, and we mean
knowledge of God and the principles

and doctrines which he has revealed.

We say that the glory of God is intelli-

gence, and we mean that his glory is

light and truth—including the revealed

light of heaven and the truths of salva-

tion.

When Moses was finishing his min-
istry in ancient Israel, after he had led

that people through all their travails

in the wilderness, he, being moved upon
by the Spirit, took occasion to summarize
the laws, the statutes, the judgments,
the ordinances, the things that they,

Israel, would be required to do; and
after having so done, he said this:

"And these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

"And thou shalt teach them diligently

unto thy children, and shalt talk of

them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.

"And thou shalt bind them for a sign

upon thine hand, and they shall be as

frontlets between thine eyes.

"And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates."

(Deut. 6:6-9.)

In other words, Moses was command-
ing that Israel should center their

souls and hearts upon studying and
knowing and learning the laws of the
Lord so that they would be in the posi-

tion and have the ability to live them,
and thus gain salvation and perform
fully the mission appointed to that
chosen people.

Now in our day we have the standard

works of the Church. We have the

Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine

and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great
Price. There are in these four books a

total of 1579 chapters. I think it would
not be too much to say that we could

with propriety, day in and day out, con-

sistently, read three chapters in one or

the other of these works; and if we
pursued such a course, we would read
all of the Gospels in less than a month.
We would read the entire New Testa-

ment in three months. We would read

the Old Testament in ten months, and
the whole Bible in thirteen months. We
would go through the Book of Mormon
in two and two-thirds months, the Doc-
trine and Covenants in a month and a

half, and the Pearl of Great Price in

five days. Taken altogether, we would
read all the standard works in less than
eighteen months and be ready to start

over again.

Well, it does not seem to me that the

Lord is viewing us any differently from
the way he viewed ancient Israel. Our
whole hearts and souls and our con-
tinual meditation should be centered on
the gospel and the things of the Lord,

so that we can work out our salvation

and fulfil our missions. By regular,

systematic study of the standard works
we can go a long way toward keeping
in a course that will please the Lord
and further our own eternal progression.

In this way we can gain for ourselves

peace and satisfaction and happiness in

this life and have a hope of eternal life

in the world to come.
In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the First

Council of Seventy has just addressed

us.

Professor David A. Shand will now
lead the congregation and Combined
Choruses and the Bonneville Strings

in singing "Come, O Thou King of

Kings." Bishop Carl W. Buehner will

follow the singing by the congregation.

The Congregation and the Combined
Choruses, with Bonneville Strings ac-

companying, sang the hymn, "Come,
O Thou King of Kings."


