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sions as we have pondered over the work
of the Church.
God bless you, inspire you, and help

you to go about doing good, blessing

our people. I pray for this and bear you
my testimony in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He to whom we have just listened is

Bishop Carl W. Buehner of the Pre-

siding Bishopric. Our concluding speaker
this morning will be Elder Alma Sonne,
Assistant to the Twelve.
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My brethren and sisters, the good and
fervent prayer offered at the beginning
of this session by President Lewis has
been answered in blessings upon our

heads. I hope the good Spirit will con-

tinue with us throughout this service.

I am very happy, and I was delighted

to hear that President Hunter had been
called to fill the vacancy in the Quorum
of the Twelve. President Hunter has
been for many years a leader in Zion.

He has been proved, and I say that a

Church is very fortunate indeed that can
call upon men of his caliber to serve

freely and pleasantly in the great posi-

tion which he now occupies.

I was also very happy this morning
to hear the vigor and the strength dem-
onstrated by President Clark in his

sermon to us. The Lord has blessed

him, and I am sure you join with me in

expressing gratitude for his recovery,

that his leadership may continue
amongst us.

Yesterday, I was thrilled and greatly

uplifted by that masterful sermon de-

livered by President McKay on the

character, the teachings, and the life of

Jesus Christ, the Lord. I was also

pleased with his references to the Ser-

mon on the Mount delivered by the

Savior before a small group of people
gathered on the mountainside. That
sermon has lived for centuries. It has
survived the Dark Ages. It has survived

the Renaissance. It has survived mod-
ern speculations and the conflicts and
the contention among nations.

That sermon will live forever. There
is nothing more fundamental in God's
word than the sermon which the Savior
gave and which is called the Sermon on
the Mount.
A few years ago I attended a Sacra-

ment meeting in the South London
Branch in London. The occasion was

a Christmas program. On that program
appeared a Jewish musician. He played

a selection on the cello. It was very
good. The presiding officer tried to get

him to play another selection, but he
refused. He said, however, "I will sing

a solo, if that will be acceptable." He
stepped forward, and he sang the song
we all love, "The Lord's Prayer," after

which he took his seat in the audience.

When the meeting was over, he
walked up to me and said, and these

are his words, "You will have to get

something more practical than the
Sermon on the Mount if you expect to

convert the Jews."

I said to him, "Have you ever read
the Sermon on the Mount?"
He said, "I must have read it."

"I hope you have," I suggested, "before

you criticize it." And then I said to

him, "You sang a wonderful song to-

night, 'The Lord's Prayer.' Did it ever

occur to you that that prayer was a part

of the Sermon on the Mount?" He did
not seem to realize it.

"Now," I said, "Will you tell me one
single teaching in that sermon which is

not practical. Name one thing in it

that cannot be practised and intro-

duced into your daily life." He was
silent.

Then I began to repeat for him that

wonderful prayer offered by Jesus as an
example to his disciples. " "Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as

it is in heaven.' (Matt. 6-7.) Isn't that

a practical aspiration to have?" I said.

He made no reply.

Then I repeated this: "'Give us this

day our daily bread.' Surely, that is

practical to a man like you."
And he said, "Oh, it is very practical."

I continued, " 'And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors.' We
are having a lot of trouble with debts
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these days, individual and national.

Don't you think we ought to pray about

it once in a while?" I asked.

"It wouldn't be amiss," he replied.

And then I gave him this statement:
" '.

. . deliver us from evil.' Is that not a

prayerful hope that all of us should

have? It refers to the evil that appears

in our pathways, evil that frustrates and
stultifies us as we go forth in our daily

affairs. 'Deliver us from evil,' is a

plea for strength to resist temptation.

I called his attention to two or three

other statements in the sermon: "Judge
not, that ye be not judged.

"For with what judgment ye judge,

ye shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to

you again."

At last he was impressed. He said,

"Oh, if you Christians would honor that

last commandment, 'As you measure out

to others, it shall be measured back to

you.'

"

I said, "Not only the Christians, but

the Jews as well."

Then he began to explain if that com-
mandment were believed today we
would be living in a different world.

Fancy someone believing a teaching

which declares, as we measure out to

others, it will be measured back to us.

There would then be no dishonesty in

the world. There would be no persecu-

tion. There would be no war. There
would be no bloodshed. There would
be no contentions in our civilized so-

ciety because the world stands on one of

the great laws taught by the Lord
Jesus.

I quoted again from the sermon:
" 'Ask, and it shall be given you;

seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it

shall be opened unto you.' Can't you
see the practical thing in that teaching,

my brother? If we desire something,
something that is precious, something we
need, certainly it will require effort on
our part."

My friend left me. He said, "I will

go home and read the Sermon on the

Mount."
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He said, "I believe I have, but it must
be covered with dust."

And now it occurs to me that when
Joseph Smith penned his thirteen Arti-

cles of Faith, he stated in the fourth one
that the first principle of the gospel is

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There
may be other kinds of faith, but the
faith that will lead us on to eternal

happiness and salvation is faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

May we be true to that sermon, and
may we acquit ourselves in such a way
that we may be worthy of an exaltation

in God's kingdom, I pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the
Twelve, has just spoken to us.

The singing for this session has been
furnished by the University of Utah
Choral Society—the Institute of Religion
and the University of Utah Choruses
and the Bonneville Strings—David A.
Shand, director. We wish to express

appreciation for the attendance and the
inspirational singing rendered by this

body of young people. Thank you.
You have inspired us not only by your
singing, but by the realization, and we
treasure the thought, that your lives

conform to the ideals of the Gospel
songs that you are rendering so im-
pressively. We are happy to welcome
you back this afternoon. We thank
you for your inspiration this morning.
They will close by singing, "The Vi-

sion," and the benediction will be
offered by Bishop John L. Herrick,

formerly president of the Western States

Mission, after which this Conference
will be adjourned until two o'clock. We
shall now be favored by "The Vision,"

by the Combined Choruses.

I asked,

ment?"
'You have a New Testa-

Singing by the Combined Choruses,
"The Vision" by Evan Stephens.

Elder John L. Herrick, formerly presi-

dent of the Western States Mission, of-

fered the closing prayer.

Conference adjourned until 2 o'clock

p.m.


