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has declared against this sin. The day
of reckoning will come just as certainly

as night follows day."

A similar warning was given to those

husbands and wives who break the moral
laws. Then, by the right they have
as leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ,

spokesman for the Lord himself, they
gave this solemn warning, along with
a plea for strict morality: "By virtue of

the authority vested in us as the First

Presidency of the Church, we warn the
people of the degradation, the wicked-
ness, the punishments that attend upon
unchastity. We urge you to remember
the blessings which flow from the living

of a clean life. We call upon you to

keep, day in and day out, the way of

strict chastity, through which only
God's blessings can be achieved and re-

ceived, and his Spirit abide with you.
How glorious it is to him who lives the
chaste life. He walks unfearful in the
glare of the noonday sun, for he is with-
out moral infirmity."

Now, will we listen to those who
would minimize the seriousness of this

transgression and who would have us
believe that the Lord has changed his

mind in regard to it? Will we listen to

those who say that chastity is outmoded
and old-fashioned? Each of us must
stand for and encourage such principles
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as honesty, trustworthiness, virtue. Let

us turn a deaf ear to the advocates of

wrongdoing, and be prepared with
Joshua to say, as he did to his people:
".

. . choose you this day whom ye will

serve; but as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord." (Joshua 24:15.)

May we so do, I pray humbly, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just concluded speak-

ing. The University of Utah Choral
Society, with the Bonneville Strings and
the Congregation, will now sing, "We
Thank Thee, O God, For a Prophet,"

conducted by Professor David A. Shand.

The University of Utah Combined
Choruses, accompanied by the Bonne-
ville Strings, and the Congregation sang

the hymn, "We Thank Thee, O God,
For a Prophet."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve will be our next

speaker. He will be followed by Elder

Henry D. Taylor.

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters, I am happy
indeed to extend the hand of fellowship
to Elder Howard W. Hunter, called this

day as a member of the Council of the
Twelve. I look forward with joyous
anticipation to association with him in

that council. I assure him of my sup-
port and my love and my help.

Today I feel to share with you my
witness and humble testimony that this

Church is the true Church of Christ,

established upon the earth in this dis-

pensation of God's providence for the
last time. It was divinely set up by
our Lord, and possesses every truth,

principle, and ordinance for the salva-

tion and exaltation of those who receive

and obey its plan of life.

I solemnly testify that every President
of this Church has been called of God,

and sustained by him and by the faith-

ful Church members who, with uplifted

hands before God, angels, and fellow

disciples, agreed to accept and sustain

their leader as prophet, seer, and
revel ator. We so sustain our beloved

President David O. McKay today. Ac-

cording to the spirit of truth within me,
I accept him in this high position of

prophet, seer, and revelator with all

my heart, and uphold him without

question and without reservation. I say

to you, my brothers and sisters, that if

everyone would keep his eyes on the

President of this Church and follow

his example, he would never go wrong.

I have that faith and confidence, and
so testify to you with full knowledge that

ultimately I must answer to God for

my teachings and personal acts.
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The members of the Church must,
by impHcit obedience to gospel princi-

ples and ordinances, stand firm and
true to the faith and not be tossed about
by every wind of doctrine from deceiv-

ing teachers who wrongfully and wil-
fully suggest that the Church in this

day has gone astray, which claim I

humbly testify to you is untrue. Dis-
senters from the Church in all ages of

the world, influenced by evil design,

have zealously taught deceptive and
false doctrines and led many unsuspect-
ing and unthinking souls into the broad
way of apostasy from the truth. The
true servants of the Lord have con-
sistently and humbly warned against
self-appointed leaders, and have always
admonished the Saints to be faithful

and true in keeping the commandments
of God, and thus develop faith and
strength against the powers of evil

which are constantly leveled at them.
In the early history of the Church, be-

cause the elders did not understand the
manifestations of different spirits abroad
which were disturbing the members, the
Lord, in answer to prayerful inquiry,
warned:

"Behold, verily I say unto you, that
there are many spirits which are false

spirits, which have gone forth in the
earth, deceiving the world." (D&C
50:2.)

What was true then is true now, and
ever will be until Satan and his evil

hosts are forever bound and shorn of
their power to deceive and destroy. The
Prophet Joseph Smith taught, ".

. . Noth-
ing is a greater injury to the children
of men than to be under the influence
of a false spirit when they think they
have the Spirit of God." {Teachings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, page 205.)
How true this statement is, and how
important to know correct Church doc-
trine and procedures to prevent stum-
bling along life's way. It is a great
blessing and gift to be able to discern
and choose rightly between truth and
error.

To protect the faith of Church mem-
bers the Lord has revealed:

"But ye are commanded in all things
to ask of God, who giveth liberally; and
that which the Spirit testifies unto you
even so I would that ye should do in
all holiness of heart, walking uprightly
before me, considering the end of your

salvation, doing all things with prayer

and thanksgiving, that ye may not be

seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of

devils, or the commandments of men;
for some are of men, and others of

devils." (D&C 46:7.)

In all the teachings and prophecies

of the prophets concerning the estab-

lishment of God's kingdom in the

Dispensation of the Fulness of Times,

there is no mention nor indication that

the Church, when once established,

would fail or be given to another peo-

ple. That was not true of the Church
in the Meridian of Time. The prophets

before the time of Christ, and the

apostles after, warned and predicted a

falling away from the truth and the

true Church.
As members of the Church, we must

always remember that this is the Dis-

pensation of the Fulness of Times, or,

the last of all gospel dispensations, when
all things are to be gathered together

in Christ before his coming to earth

again. The destiny of this Church is

too great and the time too short for so

important a work to be bounced from
one group of people to another. The
Lord would not have it so and has de-

creed the permanency of his latter-day

kingdom.
When John the Revelator, in a vision

of important latter-day events, wit-

nessed an angel flying in the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting gospel

to preach unto them that dwell on the

earth, and to every nation, and kindred,

and tongue, and people; he quoted the

angel as saying: ".
. . Fear God, and give

glory to him; for the hour of his judg-

ment is come." (Rev. 14:7.) Our era of

time is the hour of God's judgment;
therefore, this prophecy could not be

fulfilled if interruptions were to occur

in the progress and work of the re-

stored kingdom.
The Prophet Daniel, interpreting

King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, in-

formed him that its fulfilment would be
in the latter days. Then, calling at-

tention to the kingdoms that should

follow that of the king until many
kingdoms resulted, Daniel declared:

"And in the days of these kings shall

the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and
the kingdom shall not be left to other

people, but it shall break in pieces and
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consume all these kingdoms, and it shall

stand forever.

". . . God," said Daniel, concluding
his interpretation of the king's dream,
"hath made known to the king what
shall come to pass hereafter: and the
dream is certain, and the interpretation

thereof sure." (Daniel 2:44-45.)

Here is prophetic evidence of the
continuity of God's latter-day kingdom
when established upon the earth. Daniel
emphasized that point dramatically
when he said, "The dream is certain

and the interpretation thereof sure."

The kingdom, prophesied Daniel, is not
to be destroyed; it is not to be left to

other people; and it shall stand forever.

How convincing and certain this decla-

ration is!

The Lord, in a revelation to the
Prophet Joseph Smith shortly after the
organization of the Church, made this

pronouncement: "For behold, the field

is white already to harvest; and it is the
eleventh hour, and the last time that
I shall call laborers into my vineyard."
(D&C 33:3.)

Again, the Lord revealed to the Proph-
et: "The keys of the kingdom of God
are committed unto man on the earth,
and from thence shall the gospel roll

forth unto the ends of the earth, as the
stone which is cut out of the mountain
without hands shall roll forth, until it

has filled the whole earth." (Ibid., 65:2.)

This latter declaration accords with
and confirms Daniel's interpretation of
King Nebuchadnezzar's dream, for the
Prophet Daniel spoke of the stone which
was cut without hands which smote the
image and became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.

The Prophet Joseph Smith gave this
wise counsel, which is a true principle
in Church government and is the order
of the Holy Priesthood: "I will inform
you that it is contrary to the economy
of God for any member of the Church,
or any one, to receive instruction for
those in authority, higher than them-
selves; therefore you will see the im-
propriety of giving heed to them."
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
page 21.)

Again he taught: ".
. . revelations of

the mind and will of God to the Church,
are to come through the Presidency.
This is the order of heaven, and the
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power and privilege of this Priesthood."

(Ibid., page 111.)

And then a powerful declaration of

an eternal principle which the Prophet
Joseph Smith said is eternal, undeviat-
ing, and firm as the pillars of heaven:
"I will give you one of the Keys of the

mysteries of the Kingdom. It is an
eternal principle, that has existed with
God from all eternity: That man who
rises up to condemn others, finding fault

with the Church, saying that they are

out of the way, while he himself is

righteous, then know assuredly, that that

man is in the high road to apostasy;

and if he does not repent, will apostatize,

as God lives." (Ibid., page 156.)

How clear and forthright these state-

ments are, and so powerfully and con-
vincingly stated that there can be no
doubt of their truth.

The Lord gave this instruction and
warning to the elders of his Church,
and to all the inhabitants of Zion
against those individuals making false

claims and purporting to receive revela-

tions: "And this shall be a law unto you,
that ye receive not the teachings of any
that shall come before you as revelations

or commandments;
"And this I give unto you that you

may not be deceived, that you may know
that they are not of me.

"For verily I say unto you, that he
that is ordained of me shall come in at

the gate and be ordained as I have told

you before, to teach those revelations

which you have received and shall re-

ceive through him whom I have ap-
pointed." (D&C 43:5-7.)

Baptism at the hands of an authorized
servant of God permits a person to come
in at the gate; and the way prescribed

by the Lord, as outlined in the preced-
ing quotation, by which those ordained
can be known and accepted by the
members of his Church is clearly set

forth in the following revelation: "Again
I say unto you," said the Lord, "that
it shall not be given to anyone to go
forth to preach my gospel, or to build
up my church, except he be ordained
by some one who has authority, and it

is known to the church that he has
authority and has been regularly or-

dained by the heads of the church."
(Ibid., 42:11.)

As in past ages, men will continue to

arise to plague the work of God, for th'.s



ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY 73

is the intent of Satan and ever has been
since the beginning of man on the

earth.

There are infallible guiding princi-

ples found in the revelations and in the

historical records of the Lord's dealings

with his people for their guidance and
protection. Here is a very important
one given in this last dispensation to

the Prophet Joseph Smith. The Lord
gave it as a guiding admonition to his

people. Said he:

"And all things shall be done by
common consent in the church, by much
prayer and faith, for all things you shall

receive by faith." {Ibid., 26:2.)

If the members of the Church will

follow this counsel and act together in

prayer and true faith, the Holy Ghost
will not permit them to yield to the

influence of error and false teachings

of those who seek to overthrow the

work of God. The great Nephite
prophet, Mosiah, warning his people

against kingcraft, counseled them con-

cerning the manner in which judges to

govern them should be selected, and
wisely advised:

"Now it is not common that the voice

of the people desireth anything contrary

to that which is right; but it is common
for the lesser part of the people to desire

that which is not right; therefore this

shall ye observe and make it your law

—

to do your business by the voice of the

people." (Mosiah 29:26.)

All wavering and disaffected indi-

viduals should remember the safe-

guards to faith and testimony given by
the Lord through revelation, and, recog-

nizing and working through constituted

channels of priesthood authority, submit
their views or claims and be willing to

abide by the voice of the people, who,
conforming to the above-quoted revela-

tion, are to decide the matter after exer-

cising much faith and prayer. If they
would do this before permitting them-
selves to follow a deviating or contrary
course, and manifest the faith to abide

by the voice of the Saints, they would
not go astray nor depart from the right

way, and their souls and those of their

posterity would, through obedience to
the commandments, be saved in the
kingdom of God.
There are many other scriptural ref-

erences and revelations, also statements
by Church leaders, bearing upon this

subject which could be quoted, but I

close with two additional quotations

from the revelations of the Lord to the

Prophet Joseph Smith. The first con-
cerns the keys of priesthood power com-
mitted to the First Presidency and the

Twelve of the Church:
"For unto you, the Twelve, and those,

the First Presidency, who are appointed
with you to be your counselors and your
leaders, is the power of this priesthood

given, for the last days and for the

last time, in the which is the dispensa-

tion of the fulness of times.

"For verily I say unto you, the keys

of the dispensation, which ye have
received, have come down from the

fathers, and last of all, being sent down
from heaven unto you." (D&C 112:30,

32.)

And now the second and concluding
admonition frorn the Lord, which also

is a perfect safeguard to the membership
of this Church:

"Hearken, O ye elders of my church
whom I have called, behold I give unto
you a commandment, that ye shall as-

semble yourselves together to agree upon
my word;
"And by the prayer of your faith ye

shall receive my law, that ye may know
how to govern my church and have all

things right before me.
"He that receiveth my law and doeth

it, the same is my disciple; and he that

saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the

same is not my disciple, and shall be

cast out from among you." {Ibid., 41:2-

3, 5.)

Wherefore, my brothers and sisters,

when assembled together, as today, it

is to instruct and edify each other and
thus learn how to act and how to direct

the affairs of God's latter-day kingdom.
May I encourage all of you to listen to

and accept the teachings and counsel

of your brethren given in this general

conference of the Church. How im-
portant it is for the Saints of the king-

dom to be guided aright, knowing that

false spirits are abroad in the land to

deceive, yes, even the very elect of God
if they are not careful in keeping the
commandments and walking in faithful

obedience to God's laws.

God bless you, my brothers and sis-

ters, that you may walk in obedience
to God's laws. This I humbly pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


