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This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye him." (Matthew
17:1-5.)

He, the Lord, had been similarly in-

troduced on the occasion of his baptism
in the River Jordan. These three apos-
tles learned two fundamental things:
First, they learned on that memorable
occasion that Jesus was in reality and
actually the Son of God, the Messiah
about whom the ancient prophets had
spoken. Second, they learned that death
was not the end; that through that
mysterious change we call death, the
personalities and the identities of Moses
and Elias had been preserved. But the
Lord told these three servants, "Tell it

to no one until I am gone."

Well, I am sure they kept the secret,

but many years later Peter remembered
it. He referred to it in his second epistle

written to the Church. To me it has
always been very interesting. Said
Peter:

"For we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses
of his majesty." (2 Peter 1:16.)

Will you remember the word, "eye-
witnesses." These men were not de-

ceived. They knew whereof they spoke.

They were as certain and positive that

Jesus was the Christ, and that there

was a life after death as they were that

they lived in a world of reality, "For he
received from God the Father honour
and glory," said Peter, "when there

came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And
this voice came from heaven, we heard
when we were in the holy mount."
(Ibid., 1:17-18.)

A great and strong testimony, isn't it,

my friends? We can receive the leader-

ship of the Lord Jesus Christ without
any doubts and without any misgivings.

I know of no man in history who has

made a bid for world leadership except

only Jesus Christ. He actually made
a bid to lead the world for he said:

"And other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there

shall be one fold, and one shepherd,"

(John 10:16) and he, of course, was to

be the shepherd, the only one qualified

to lead the world back to the place where
he and God dwell.

He said, on another occasion, "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, ... for my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light." (Matt.

11:28-30.) He then admonished his

disciples—those twelve wonderful men
who went into the world and preached
the gospel, revolutionizing the thinking

habits of men and women everywhere,

planting the seeds of freedom and de-

mocracy in the hearts of men, "Go ye

into all the world, and preach the gospel

to every creature." (Mark 16:15.)

May we do our part towards the ful-

filment of this great commission, for

today we are doing exactly what they
did nineteen centuries ago, and we are

preaching the selfsame gospel, which is

the power of God unto salvation. I so

testify in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the

Twelve, has just spoken to us. Elder
Hugh B. Brown, a member of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve, will now address
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My dear brethren and sisters, I with
you esteem it is a great blessing to at-

tend this wonderful conference, and
especially to listen to the profound and
inspiring opening address of our Presi-

dent. I should like to add my tribute to

the Tabernacle Choir. It seems to me
the choir reached new heights today.

I am sure you all join me, too, in

expressing thanks to the Lord for his

blessing to President Clark in that he
was able to speak to us despite his physi-

cal illness. We are thankful that there is

no diminution in his great intellect, his

wonderful spirit, or his powerful voice.

We express appreciation, too, for what
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has been said this afternoon by the
other Brethren. But all of it together

adds to my timidity and makes the
necessity of following such men a hum-
bling experience indeed.

As this Church continues to extend
its boundaries and increase its member-
ship, we receive an ever-increasing

number of requests to explain and dis-

tinguish some of the tenets of Mor-
monism.

Perhaps the two most frequently

questioned concepts of the Church have
to do with, first, our belief in a living,

personal God; and secondly, our un-
derstanding of man's unique position

and part in his divine plan. It is

necessary that one have faith in the
first before he can understand and accept

the second of these tenets, namely, man's
relationship to Deity. If that relation-

ship be real, then certainly man occu-

pies not only a unique but a Godlike
status, and it is to that I should like

to direct your attention for a moment.

The accomplishments of man in the
last one hundred years, his ever-widen-

ing search for truth, his insatiable appe-
tite for knowledge, his discovery and
partial control of the laws of nature,

are convincing evidence of man's
supreme position among God's creations.

Did any animal ever gaze into the
heavens and wonder?

We are told that in the last one hun-
dred and fifty years, there has been
more truth accumulated, more knowl-
edge gained, than the sum total of all

truth previously gathered. The fact that

man has the genius to discover and par-
tially master the elemental forces of

nature causes men to stand in awe and
ask again the age-old question, "What is

man?"
That question was formulated by the

Psalmist when he said:

"When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars, which thou hast ordained;
"What is man, that thou art mindful

of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him?

"For thou hast made him a little

lower than the angels, and hast crowned
him with glory and honour.

"Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast
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put all things under his feet. (Psalm
8:3-6.)

One wonders when he reads that, how
the Psalmist might have framed his

question if he had had the benefit of

modern facilities as he considered the
heavens. I am sure it would have tended
to deepen and confirm his faith in the
great Organizer of it all.

But as we consider man's increasing

knowledge and power, we must not for-

get that power can be very dangerous.
General Omar Bradley, former Chief
of Staff, speaking to a graduating class

sometime ago, sounded this warning in

the following words:
"With the monstrous weapons man

already has, humanity is in danger of

being trapped in this world by its moral
adolescence. Our knowledge of science

has clearly outstripped our capacity to

control it. (We have too many men of

science; too few men of God.) We have
grasped the mystery of the atom and
rejected the Sermon on the Mount. Man
is stumbling blindly through a spiritual

darkness while toying with the precari-

ous secrets of life and death. The world
has achieved brilliance without wisdom,
power without conscience. Ours is a

world of nuclear giants and ethical in-

fants. We know more about war than
we know about peace; more about kill-

ing than we know about living. This
is our 20th Century's claim to distinc-

tion and progress I"

But the question, "What is man?"
was answered long before the Psalmist
asked it. In the first chapter of our
oldest book here, we read:

"So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he them.

"And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multi-
ply, and replenish the earth, and sub-

due it: and have dominion over the fish

of the sea, and over the fowl of the

air, and over every living thing that

moveth upon the earth." (Genesis 1:27-

28.)

From this it is evident that from the
beginning, man had a unique status, an
image nature; and that there was as-

signed to him a participative role in

the great plan of redemption. The
statement, "created in the image of

God," was never made concerning any
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other of his vast creations. Only man is

in his image: only man is his son.

Sometime ago, a sceptical student was
heard to say that man is nothing but
a fortuitous combination of molecules.

But his older and more modest teacher

replied by asking him, "Did any atom
or molecule ever have a thought? Did
any combination of elements ever give

birth to an idea? Did any natural law
ever build a cathedral or a temple?"
Within the lifetime of some of us

there have come into use such marvels
as automobiles, airplanes, wireless com-
munication; and later radio, television,

radar, guided missiles, atomic power,
etc. As we think of these things, and
utilize them, scientists and scholars are

turning their attention and their instru-

ments to a consideration of the greatest

phenomenon, or, as President Clark has
said, God's greatest miracle—man.
We are indebted to an internationally

famous scientist, Dr. Henry Eyring, for a
learned discussion of man's world. He
said:

"We are living in five different worlds,

none of which have been fully explored.

They differ from each other in the size

of the units of space and time.

"1. In our every-day practical world
we go along nicely with such units as

feet and seconds.
"2. In the chemical world of mole-

cules and atoms, the electrons complete
their revolutions in one hundred mil-
lion millionths of a second, while one
hundred million atoms set side by side

extend only a distance of one inch.

"3. Inside the nucleus of an atom we
enter a third world where events hap-
pen a million times faster still and dis-

tances are a thousand times smaller

than in the atom.
"4. In the fourth world the astron-

omers measure revolutions of planets in

years and the unit of distance, the light

year, in about ten thousand million
miles.

"5. Finally we come to the spiritual

world where time is measured in eterni-

ties and space is limitless, thus in

thought we can travel from almost in-

finitesimally small to the infinitely

large."

As we consider the vastness of an
orderly universe governed by undeviating
law, the majesty of the Organizer and
the preferred place of man, we are in-

trigued into a re-evaluation of the mean-
ing and purpose of life.

Is it likely, for instance, that the most
intelligent creatures in the universe are

here by chance? Is it possible that God
is unaware of man's existence or un-
concerned about his fate?

Mormonism asserts on the authority

of divine revelation that man is the
central figure of an integrated plan, and
as Dr. Talmage has said, he is poten-
tially greater and more precious than
all the planets and the suns of space;

for him they were created; they are

God's handiwork; man is his son. The
Lord said:

".
. . this is my work and my glory

—

to bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life of man." (Moses 1:39.)

The injunction of Jesus, "Be ye there-

fore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect," (Matt. 5:48)
clearly envisions an eternity for its

achievement, for no mortal man can
gain perfection during his brief sojourn
upon the earth.

The Savior further stated, ".
. . this

is life eternal, that they might know
thee, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent." (John
17:3.)

If, then, we are, in fact, the sons of

God, and if it is life eternal to know
him, all men should seek him, become
familiar with his laws, and bring their

lives into harmony therewith.

The Apostle John caught the vision

of man's status and exclaimed,
"Beloved, now are we the sons of

God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for

we shall see him as he is." (1 John 3:2.)

Man's spirit was with his Father in

the beginning; he was designed to be
free, and expected to gain wisdom and
intelligence in the exercise of his

agency. His freedom is, next to life

itself, his most priceless possession. He
has freedom to think, to explore, to dis-

cover, and to act. We encourage men
to search for truth, to be unafraid of

new ideas which are and always have
been steppingstones to progress.

According to the holy scriptures, our
earth life was not accidental, it was
not only planned and purposeful, but
it was voluntary. When the Lord asked

Job where he was when the founda-



54
Sunday, April 3

tions of the earth were laid, he clearly

indicated a pre-existent state of man,
and asserted that all the sons of God
shouted for joy, doubtless at the prospect

of earth life.

When men speak of ultimate and
satisfying values, their concepts must
involve the relationship of the indi-

vidual to others, to the universe, and
to God. Men must not be approached
as animals for they are intelligent

images of a Divine Father. He has
said, ".

. . the worth of souls is great in

the sight of God." (D&C 18:10.)

Man, then, is a child of God, created

in his image. He is destined to be free,

and, though subject to death, his spirit

will continue to live, will again become
united with his body, and he will be-

come a living, immortal soul. "What-
ever principle of intelligence we attain

unto in this life, it will rise with us
in the resurrection." (Ibid., 130:18.)

While we have complete freedom to

heed or disregard the promptings of the

spirit or the teachings of the prophets,

let us always remember that we must
abide the consequences of our choice.

"For each descent from fair truth's lofty

way,
For each gross error which delays the

soul,

By that soul's gloom and loneliness we
pay,

And by the retarded journey to its goal."

While we may draw near to him
through intellectual contemplation of

his handiwork, it is more important
that we seek spiritual communion, by
which alone we may gain a testimony
of him and of man's relationship to

him. This thought prompts the prayer:

"Help me, O God to hold a high
opinion of myself."

This inspired doctrine of man's rela-

tionship to Deity involves communica-
tion between them, without which
intelligent co-operation is impossible.

Continued revelation from our Heavenly
Father is a third unique doctrine of

the restored Church. We humbly bear
witness to the existence of a living, per-

sonal God, to man's sonship and
heirship, and to continued revelation

to the Church through constituted au-
thority, for which we humbly thank
God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

President David O. McKay:

He to whom we have just listened

is Elder Hugh B. Brown, a member of

the Council of the Twelve.

The Tabernacle Choir will now favor

us with, "Ring In the Christ That Is to

Be," conducted by Richard P. Condie.
The closing prayer will be offered by
Elder Stephen L. Smith, president of

the Malad Stake, after which this Con-
ference will stand adjourned until ten

o'clock tomorrow morning.

The singing, as you know, for this

afternoon has been furnished by the

members of the Tabernacle Choir, with
Richard P. Condie and Jay E. Welch
conducting and Frank W. Asper at the

organ. We again express our deep
appreciation to the members and officers

of this world-famous organization.

Their music has indeed been an inspira-

tion to us.

We thank the members of the Church
and friends who have so thoughtfully

remembered us with these beautiful

flowers.

The Deseret Sunday School Union
Conference will convene in this build-

ing tonight at seven o'clock.

An agriculture meeting in connection
with the Welfare Plan will be held

Monday morning at 7:30 o'clock in the

Assembly Hall. All General Authori-
ties, all stake presidents and bishops, all

regional and stake agricultural repre-

sentatives, and all interested in agri-

culture, are invited to attend.

Perhaps not many who are here have
noticed the attendance and service

rendered by our ushers. They have
been in service, early and late, in seat-

ing the great audiences and have done
it quietly, courteously, successfully. We
tender thanks to them.

We appreciate also the cooperation

of city officials, city traffic officers, in

handling increased traffic. We express

appreciation of the attention given by
the Fire Department and the Red Cross
workers. In this old life we are de-

pendent upon one another. Man could
not exist unless he had the assistance

of his fellow beings and when we add
to that assistance the privilege of getting

inspiration from our Creator, we have
no cause for worry.


