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Square in Salt Lake City, in the Fourth
General Session of the One Hundred
Thirtieth Annual Conference.

We are favored again this afternoon

by the presence of the Mormon Choir
of Southern California, with Elder H.
Frederick Davis conducting and Elder
Roy M. Darley at the organ.

You will be interested and pleased in

knowing that through the efforts and
stirring music of this Choir, the Mormon
Choir of Southern California, and also

with the cooperation of the members
of the Church in Southern California, a

contribution of $25,000 was made to the

Los Anegles Music Center Building
Fund. This money represented the
Choir's net proceeds from two perform-
ances of Handel's "Messiah," given in

the Philharmonic Auditorium in Los
Angeles last December. In a letter to

Robert S. Stephens, the Choir's Presi-

dent, Mrs. Norman Chandler, Chairman
of the Los Angeles Music Center Build-

ing Fund, said:

"The Choir's fineness, with unity and
spiritual giving of the Mormon people,

is a rewarding thing to me. To my
knowledge, this is the first time in

Southern California that a Church has
come forth and given financial support
to a cultural project like the Music
Center. Because of this kind of shar-

ing, loyalty, civic consciousness, and
vision, a glorious Music Center will

rise as a living memorial to the peace,

to live on as your monument."

We shall begin these services by the

Mormon Choir of Southern California

singing, "Come, Come, Ye Saints,"

conducted by H. Frederick Davis. The
opening prayer will be offered by Elder

Ralph A. Richards, president of the

South Summit Stake.

The Mormon Choir of Southern Cali-

fornia sang the hymn, "Come, Come Ye
Saints."

Elder Ralph A. Richards, President of

the South Summit Stake, offered the in-

vocation.

President David O. McKay:

The invocation was offered by Elder

Ralph A. Richards, president of the

South Summit Stake.

The Mormon Choir of Southern Cali-

fornia will now favor us with, "Joseph
Smith's First Prayer," conducted by H.
Frederick Davis, after which President

Joseph Fielding Smith will speak to us.

The hymn, "Joseph Smith's First

Prayer," was sung by the Choir.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, President

of the Council of the Twelve, will now
address us. He will be followed by
Elder Stapley.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I want to thank this choir for giving

me a text, "Joseph Smith's First Prayer."

I wonder, brethren, particularly you
brethren, and our sisters, too, if we have
fully realized the importance of that

First Vision, the coming of the Father
and the Son to the Prophet Joseph Smith,
just a boy.

The world has not realized it, or they
would repent of their sins. For some
fifteen hundred years or more, perhaps,
the world had lost the truth in relation

to the Father and the Son and in the

year 325, at a conclave that was held,

they adopted a new idea entirely in re-

gard to God and confused the Father

and the Son, and the Christian world,
from that day down until now, has
looked upon the Father and the Son as

being mysterious—I cannot say indi-

viduals, nor can I say substance, but
some sort of spirit without separation

and the idea of the separate individuals,

Father and Son, from that day on ceased

to exist.

Now, if the Prophet was telling a
falsehood when he went into the woods
to pray, he never would have come out
and said that he had seen a vision of

the Father and the Son and that they
were separate Personages, and that the
Father introduced the Son and then told
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the Prophet to address his question to

the Son, who would give him the an-
swer. The Prophet never would have
thought of such a thing as that, had it

been a fraud.

If he had come out of the woods say-

ing he had seen a vision, had it been
untrue never would he have thought
of separating Father and Son, nor would
he have ever thought of having the
Father introduce the Son and for him
to put his question to the Son to receive

his answer. He never could have thought
of it; for that was the farthest thing
from the ideas existing in the world in

the year 1820.

The very fact that the Prophet made
that statement that he saw the Father
and the Son and they were glorious

Personages, and that the Father spoke

to him and introduced the Son, but did
not ask him what he wanted, is one of

the most significant things that ever

occurred in the history of this world.
The Prophet, if he had been telling an
untruth, even if he had thought that

the Father and the Son were separate

Personages, would have made another
very serious error, if he had lied about
it. More than likely he would have said

he saw the Father and the Son and the
Father asked him what he wanted, and
the Father gave him the answer. If

Joseph Smith had said a thing like that,

it would have been fatal to his story.

He did not make a mistake. It was
Jesus who answered his question, and
the Father introduced his Son, just as

he did at the baptism of the Savior, and
just as he did to the three, Peter, James,
and John, on the Mount, and the Savior

gave the answer, as all answers have
come from our Father in heaven from
the beginning, since Adam was driven

out of the Garden of Eden, down to this

day. They have all come through the

Son.

Now, the Prophet made no mistake,

and a boy of his age would not have
known; he would have fallen into a

trap, just as sure as we live, if it were
untrue.

Do I believe that the Prophet saw the

Father and the Son? I certainly do. I

know it. I do not need a vision. Reason
teaches that to me. And then I have
that knowledge also by the guidance of

the Spirit of the Lord. The Lord has

made it known to me. So I thanked the

Third Day

choir, as I sat here wondering what I

would say.

Now, let me say a few things more
about the Prophet. I have that absolute

confidence in every vision, in every man-
ifestation, in every revelation that has
come to us through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I know he spoke the truth. And
the evidence is made manifest in every

act where there has been a manifesta-
tion from the heavens, either by the Son
of God, himself, or by his servants the
prophets of old. Everything has worked
out harmoniously and according to the
revelations we find in the Old Testament
and in the New. There were no mis-
takes made.
On the 3rd day of April, 1836, certain

heavenly messengers appeared to the
Prophet and to Oliver Cowdery. First

came the Son of God himself. And
they described him. Then the Lord sent

certain messengers with keys to restore

pertaining to the restoration of all

things. Moses came and gave to the
Prophet the keys of the gathering of

Israel, otherwise you would not be here

today, and through those keys the gospel

is being preached in all the world, and
scattered Israel is being gathered out
again according to the fulfilment, that

is, in fulfilment of the promises that

were made by the Lord to his ancient
prophets, that he would gather Israel

in the latter days.

Elias came and restored the gospel of

Abraham. Who was Elias? That ques-
tion is frequently asked. Well, Elias

was Noah, who came and restored his

keys.*

Elijah came and restored his keys,

opening the way for the preaching of

the gospel to the dead and the performing
of the ordinances in the temples of the
Lord, for the dead. The prophecy of

* "The priesthood was first given to Adam; he ob-
tained the First Presidency and held the keys of it

from generation to generation. He obtained it in
the Creation, before the world was formed, as in

Gen. 1:26, 27, 28. He had dominion given him
over every living creature. He is Michael the Arch-
angel, spoken or in the scriptures. Then to Noah,
who is Gabriel; he stands next in authority to Adam
in the priesthood; he was called of God to this

office, and was the father of all living in his day,
and to him was given the dominion. These men
held kevs first on earth, and then in heaven."
(D.H.C. 3:385-386.) It was Gabriel who appeared to

Zacharias and promised him a son, and who appeared
to Mary and announced the coming of the Son of

God as recorded by Luke. It was also Gabriel as an
Elias who is mentioned in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, section 27, verse 7. It was Gabriel, or Noah,
who stands next to Michael or Adam in the priesthood.
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Malachi was fulfilled, at least the be-
ginning of it, and the keys were again
given through the coming of Elijah,

which turned the hearts of the fathers

to the children and the hearts of the
children to the fathers so that we can
go into the temple and do the work for

our dead. There is nothing, in my
judgment, that has been revealed that
is more apparent of its fulfilment than
the coming of Elijah, for this spirit

has gone forth into the world. It is not
confined to the members of the Church,
and I am sorry to say, it does not rest

upon the members of the Church as

fully as it ought to, but it has gone
forth into the world so that there are

thousands of those who do not belong
to the Church, whose hearts have been
turned to their fathers and who are seek-

ing out the records of their dead, and
preparing them so that we, their chil-

dren, that is, the children of the dead,
may go into the temples of the Lord and
perform the labors that will give unto
those who had no opportunity, when
they were living, to receive the gospel
of Jesus Christ, to give them that liberty

and the privilege, that they, too, might
be numbered in the house of Israel and
receive the blessings of eternal life.

Do I love the Prophet Joseph Smith?
Yes, I do, as my father did before me.
I love him because he was the servant

of God and because of the restoration of

the gospel and because of the benefits

and blessings that have come to me and
mine, and to you and yours, through
the blessings that were bestowed upon
this man and those who were associated

with him in the restoration of the Dis-

pensation of the Fulness of Times.

May the Lord bless us, I pray, and
guide us in all things and help us to

keep the commandments of the Lord,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Joseph Fielding Smith of

the Council of the Twelve has just

spoken to us. We shall now hear from
Elder Delbert L. Stapley, a member of

the Council of the Twelve. Bishop Carl
W. Buehner will be the next speaker.

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

In Hawaii, a speaker would address

the people, "Aloha nui loa." And in
Australia in an afternoon meeting such
as this, the speaker would address the
people, "Good afternoon, brothers and
sisters." I extend both greetings to you
this afternoon.

Elder Marion G. Romney and I re-

turned last week from Australia where
we were privileged to organize the first

stake in that growing country—the Syd-
ney Stake, which became the 293rd stake

in the Church. Australia was the
adopted country of my great-grandfather,

Charles Stapley, who, with his family
(which included my grandfather) emi-
grated there from England in the year
1838. They were among the first con-
verts after the Australian Mission was
established, which mission was estab-

lished on October 30, in the year 1851.

With this background of family history,

I am most grateful to the First Presi-

dency for the assignment with Elder

Romney, a former Australian missionary,

to give Australia its first stake.

Stake organization will be a great

blessing to the Saints there, adding pres-

tige to the Church, and a tremendous
upsurge to the proselyting work. The
Saints are thrilled and happy for the

increased blessings stake organization

will provide them. They love the Church
and the gospel very much. They are

a devoted people of strong faith, testi-

mony, and good works. The future of

the Church there is most promising.

It is a fruitful field, and a rich harvest

of converts are in prospect in that far-

off country.

We are taking the Church to the peo-

ple in the faraway lands. I remember
the words of President McKay, as the

New Zealand Stake was planned, that

transportation has brought the far places

of the world close to us. Added to that

are the improved communications that

permit us almost instantaneously to talk


