
ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY 73

Malachi was fulfilled, at least the be-
ginning of it, and the keys were again
given through the coming of Elijah,

which turned the hearts of the fathers

to the children and the hearts of the
children to the fathers so that we can
go into the temple and do the work for

our dead. There is nothing, in my
judgment, that has been revealed that
is more apparent of its fulfilment than
the coming of Elijah, for this spirit

has gone forth into the world. It is not
confined to the members of the Church,
and I am sorry to say, it does not rest

upon the members of the Church as

fully as it ought to, but it has gone
forth into the world so that there are

thousands of those who do not belong
to the Church, whose hearts have been
turned to their fathers and who are seek-

ing out the records of their dead, and
preparing them so that we, their chil-

dren, that is, the children of the dead,
may go into the temples of the Lord and
perform the labors that will give unto
those who had no opportunity, when
they were living, to receive the gospel
of Jesus Christ, to give them that liberty

and the privilege, that they, too, might
be numbered in the house of Israel and
receive the blessings of eternal life.

Do I love the Prophet Joseph Smith?
Yes, I do, as my father did before me.
I love him because he was the servant

of God and because of the restoration of

the gospel and because of the benefits

and blessings that have come to me and
mine, and to you and yours, through
the blessings that were bestowed upon
this man and those who were associated

with him in the restoration of the Dis-

pensation of the Fulness of Times.

May the Lord bless us, I pray, and
guide us in all things and help us to

keep the commandments of the Lord,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Joseph Fielding Smith of

the Council of the Twelve has just

spoken to us. We shall now hear from
Elder Delbert L. Stapley, a member of

the Council of the Twelve. Bishop Carl
W. Buehner will be the next speaker.

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

In Hawaii, a speaker would address

the people, "Aloha nui loa." And in
Australia in an afternoon meeting such
as this, the speaker would address the
people, "Good afternoon, brothers and
sisters." I extend both greetings to you
this afternoon.

Elder Marion G. Romney and I re-

turned last week from Australia where
we were privileged to organize the first

stake in that growing country—the Syd-
ney Stake, which became the 293rd stake

in the Church. Australia was the
adopted country of my great-grandfather,

Charles Stapley, who, with his family
(which included my grandfather) emi-
grated there from England in the year
1838. They were among the first con-
verts after the Australian Mission was
established, which mission was estab-

lished on October 30, in the year 1851.

With this background of family history,

I am most grateful to the First Presi-

dency for the assignment with Elder

Romney, a former Australian missionary,

to give Australia its first stake.

Stake organization will be a great

blessing to the Saints there, adding pres-

tige to the Church, and a tremendous
upsurge to the proselyting work. The
Saints are thrilled and happy for the

increased blessings stake organization

will provide them. They love the Church
and the gospel very much. They are

a devoted people of strong faith, testi-

mony, and good works. The future of

the Church there is most promising.

It is a fruitful field, and a rich harvest

of converts are in prospect in that far-

off country.

We are taking the Church to the peo-

ple in the faraway lands. I remember
the words of President McKay, as the

New Zealand Stake was planned, that

transportation has brought the far places

of the world close to us. Added to that

are the improved communications that

permit us almost instantaneously to talk
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to the Saints in the far areas of the

earth. The Church is being taken closer

to the people because now all the helps

of the auxiliary organizations and the

visits of General Authorities will be at

their disposal, and in turn this will

bring the Saints of these faraway lands

closer to the Church. Truly it is a great

blessing to the people to have a stake

and all the blessings that are associated

with stake organization.

I thought by way of a report of our
work in Australia I should make this

rather brief statement. And now in the

short time remaining, I desire, my broth-

ers and sisters, to challenge each of you
to have faith in God; know that he lives,

that he is the Father of our spirits, that

we are created in the image of his Per-

son, that we possess like traits, qualities,

and powers, that we are in very deed
his children, that he loves us and has
made glorious preparation in his many
mansions for our eternal well-being.

Have faith in life and its purpose;

know that God has provided and planned
it for our joy and happiness. Live each
day wisely and fruitfully.

Have faith in Christ, our Lord, as

the Son of God, the Only Begotten of

the Father in the flesh, who is full of

grace and truth.

Have faith that he is the Babe of

Bethlehem, as chronicled by gospel

writers.

Have faith that Jesus is the Author of

peace and salvation to the people of the
world.

Have faith in his gospel plan of salva-

tion, exaltation, and glory.

Have faith in his matchless love in

giving his life as an atoning sacrifice

to ransom the souls of men from the
grave.

Have faith that he is our Redeemer,
Savior, and God; that there is no other

name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved.

Have faith in his earthly ministry

and divine teachings which lead to joy

and happiness in life.

Have faith in his resurrection and
ascension to glory and that he now sits

on the right hand of God the Father.

Have faith that by his resurrection he
broke the bands of death, and that resur-

rection of the body applies to all man-
kind.

Have faith in the First Vision of this

Third Day

dispensation, just treated by President

Joseph Fielding Smith.
Have faith that God the Father and

his Son, Jesus Christ, personally ap-

peared to the boy Joseph Smith and re-

vealed themselves to him.
Have faith in Joseph Smith as a true

Prophet of God, called to usher in this,

the Dispensation of the Fulness of

Times.
Have faith in the Church and kingdom

of God established by our Lord through
Joseph Smith.
Have faith in the restored gospel of

Christ as revealed anew to the Prophet
Joseph Smith.
Have faith in continued revelation.

Have faith in all that God has revealed.

Have faith that he will yet reveal many
great and important things concerning
his work and kingdom.
Have faith in priesthood authority,

knowing that the Lord has said, "For he
that receiveth my servants, receiveth

me." (D&C 84:36.)

Have faith in the power of God and
the gift of healing and miracles.

Have faith in the Bible as the word
of God, as far as it is translated cor-

rectly.

Have faith in the Book of Mormon and
its inspiring message of truth and faith.

Have faith in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants and in its doctrines and teach-

ings which apply to our day and time.

Have faith in the Pearl of Great
Price and its valuable information and
teachings by two chosen prophets of

God—Abraham, the father of the faith-

ful, and Moses, the great law-giver.

Have faith in your heritage as de-

scendants of Abraham, that you belong
to the house of Israel and are children
and heirs of promise.
Have faith in our beloved President,

David O. McKay, who is not only the
President of the Church, but is also

prophet, seer, and revel ator to the

Church and the world today.

Have faith to pray for and sustain him
in his high calling and position.

Have faith to be humble and believe

and not doubt.

Have faith to receive and obey the

truths, principles, and ordinances of the

gospel of Christ.

Have faith to set aside your own
views and personal desires to do God's
will with confidence and good works.
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Have faith in the value of service

and be willing to devote your time,

talents, and gifts to the building of the

kingdom and to the blessing of people.

Have faith to be honest, true, chaste,

benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good
to all men.
Have faith that God will bless and

reward the faithful who love him and
serve him in righteousness and in truth
unto the end.

Have faith, my brothers and sisters,

to do these things, walking always in

obedience to the commandments, doing
those things that will please the Lord
and lead you back into his presence, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

We have just listened to Elder Delbert

L. Stapley, a member of the Council of

the Twelve. Bishop Carl W. Buehner
will now speak to us. Brother Tuttle will

come next.

BISHOP CARL W. BUEHNER
Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

Recently, I saw in a national maga-
zine a cartoon depicting a master of

ceremonies introducing the next person
to take part on the program, and under
the cartoon were these words: "Our next
speaker will need all the introduction
he can get." Now, brethren and sisters,

I need all the help from above that I

can get.

We have all been tremendously im-
pressed by the spirit present in these
conference sessions, also by the inspiring

and uplifting talks of the Brethren.

I was moved when I learned that
President McKay has given fifty-four

years of valiant service in the leading
councils of the Church and that Presi-

dent Joseph Fielding Smith has rendered
fifty years of service as a member of the
Council of the Twelve. Others have
also given many years to the work of

our Heavenly Father. I would like to

submit meekly that this is my eighth
anniversary as a member of the Presid-

ing Bishopric of the Church. This has
been a very rewarding experience and
a great blessing in my life.

Our work with the Aaronic Priesthood
has prompted me to say something con-
cerning the origin and history of this

priesthood through the ages.

We first came to know of the Aaronic
Priesthood at the time Moses was lead-

ing the children of Israel out of Egyptian
bondage. The Lord intended to have
Israel as a nation enjoy the blessings of

the Melchizedek Priesthood. He made
the following promise to them:
"Now therefore, if ye will obey my

voice indeed, and keep my covenant,

then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto
me above all people: for all the earth

is mine:
"And ye shall be unto me a kingdom

of priests, and an holy nation." (Exodus
19:5-6.)

But Israel as a nation became wicked
and rebellious and thus were not worthy
to receive this blessing. While Moses
was upon the mount for forty days re-

ceiving the law from the Lord, Israel was
guilty of backsliding, returning to the
worship of idols. When Moses returned
and beheld them worshiping the golden
calf, he in his anger threw down the
tablets of stone, breaking them into

pieces. The Lord later called Moses to

return to the mount, instructing him to

hew out other tablets of stone upon
which he would write with his finger,

but from the inspired version of the
Bible, as given to us by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, the Lord indicated there

would be changes from what he had
originally written because of Israel's

forgetting their God. (Inspired Version.

Exodus 34:1-2.) About this time the
higher priesthood was taken from Israel

as a nation, and a carnal or lesser law
was given as punishment for their

disobedience.

The Lord then commanded Moses to

appoint and ordain Aaron and his sons,

Nadab, Abihu, Eleazer, and Ithamar to

receive the lesser priesthood. (Exodus
28:1.) Aaron and his sons were set

apart to preside over the lesser priest-

hood, and this assignment became an
inherited privilege to them and their

posterity forever. (Ibid., 28:43.) Nadab


