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of money in the work of the Lord? Then
let them participate with us in the
tithes we pay and in the offerings we
give.

Do we want them to know that Presi-

dent McKay is the prophet, the seer,

and the revelator, for our day? By our
loyalty and repeated declaration of the
fact, they can learn it best.

Do we want children to grow up to

be missionaries? The parental attitude

on this service will be reflected in the
preparation of the children.

Do we want to teach them respect

for the priesthood? Then let us give
respect to its every bearer of authority,

including the ward teachers.

Do we want them to have unwaver-
ing respect for us, their parents? Then
let us render unwavering respect for

the eternal truths of the gospel, and
for the men appointed to administer
its teachings.

These things consistently carried out
by parents in the home, with others
which they will think of as problems
arise, will be the greatest factors that
can be given in our day to preserve our
children in faith.

I add my testimony to those that

have been borne as to the restoration of

the gospel—that it has been restored

through Joseph Smith the Prophet, and
I bear witness that I know that President
McKay is a prophet of the Living God,
and I would that every child could
know it. I would that everybody who
ever influences a child could make ring

in that child's ear what I learned in

seminary from the mouth of John M.
Whitaker, as each day at the end of

each class he repeated to us his testi-

mony, that he knew that (at that time)
Joseph F. Smith was a prophet of the
Living God; his voice following us out
into the hall with the final statement,

"And don't you boys and girls ever
forget itl"

That is my testimony. In the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder S. Dilworth Young of the First

Council of Seventy has just spoken to

us. We shall now hear from Elder
Gordon B. Hinckley, one of the As-
sistants to the Twelve. Elder Spencer
W. Kimball will follow.

ELDER GORDON B. HINCKLEY

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brethren and sisters, I seek the
inspiration of the Lord.

I am grateful to be associated with
the great missionary program of the
Church. As I look at you, I think of

the six thousand men and women who
are scattered over the world, and who
this day and this hour are knocking on
doors, being refused entrance, in most
cases, but getting in now and again to

bear testimony of this work. I think it

is a singular and marvelous thing that
during the past year they brought into

the Church approximately the equiva-
lent of three times the number who now
are assembled in this hall. This was
exclusive of the more than eight thou-
sand converts of those devoted men and
women who are serving in the stake

missions.

The other day when I was preparing
to leave for a stake conference in Dallas
the phone rang, and a man said, "I

need a little information. I know a

widow who goes out every morning at

four o'clock to milk sixty cows to keep
her son in the mission field. She has
just received a letter from her boy say-

ing that he needs a new overcoat and
a pair of shoes, and she doesn't know
where to get the money to buy them. Is

there some way I can help?"

That procedure, of course, was very
easily worked out, but as I traveled to

my conference I reflected on the sacri-

fice of that widow, and of many other

parents, to keep sons and daughters in

the mission field. On Sunday morning,
I rode around the city of Dallas with
President and Sister Atkerson. We saw
many large and beautiful churches and
a magnificent synagogue. People were
gathering to these buildings in such
numbers that the traffic was blocked

in some areas. We then went to our
own building where we met six of our
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missionaries who are laboring in that

area.

As I talked with our elders and
thought of the sacrifice behind their

service, and then thought of the people
we had seen going to these other mag-
nificent buildings, the question came
into my mind, "Why do we make such
efforts at such great cost to come to

teach these people who already have so

much that is virtuous and good?"
We admire their great reverence. One

cannot witness their worship without
appreciating their devotion. We admire
their faith in an overruling Providence,

and their great zeal in teaching the

brotherhood of man. We admire them
for all of the tremendous good that

they accomplish.

What do we have to give them, with
all that they now have, that they cannot
get from any other source in all the

world? Is it a recreation program? We
have a good one, and I believe im-
plicitly in it, but many of them also

provide excellent recreation. Is it a
youth program? We have a tremen-
dous program for which I am grateful,

but in many cases they likewise have
excellent youth programs. Is it schools

and educational opportunities? They
have these also, and in saying that I

am grateful for our own great system.

Seriously, what can we give them
that they do not now have? May I

just review four or five items which
have come to us through the revelation

of the Lord and which they can secure

from no other source in all this world?
I shall follow the sequence in which
these came to us. I think that sequence
is important.

To me it is a significant and marvel-
ous thing that in establishing and
opening this dispensation our Father
did so with a revelation of himself and
of his Son Jesus Christ, as if to say to

all the world that he was weary of the
attempts of men, earnest though these

attempts might have been, to define and
describe him. Strange as it seems, we
alone, among all the great organiza-
tions that worship God, have a true

description and a true definition of

him. The experience of Joseph Smith
in a few moments in the grove on a
spring day in 1820, brought more light

and knowledge and understanding of

the personality and reality and sub-

Third Day

stance of God and his Beloved Son than
men had arrived at during centuries of

speculation. Notwithstanding the dec-

laration at Jordan at the time of the

Savior's baptism when the voice of the

Father was heard, and notwithstanding
the events on the Mount of Transfigura-

tion when again the voice of the Father

was heard, men somehow evidently had
been unable to realize the separate

entities of the Father and the Son, their

relationship and their reality.

I want to say that when we started

emphasizing in our missionary program
the truth about God as a basic and funda-

mental and primary principle, and
began to encourage those who were
willing to listen to get on their knees

and ask him in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ concerning the truth of that

teaching, we began to get converts in

such numbers as we had not had in

many, many years.

The second great revelation received

in this dispensation was the testimony

of another nation, speaking from the

dust, of the divinity of the Lord Jesus

Christ as the God of this world, our
resurrected Savior and Redeemer. When
we have been able to get people to read

the Book of Mormon prayerfully, we
have seen realized in their lives the

fulfilment of the words of Moroni that

they would know the truth of that

record—that it is verily the word of

God, and a testimony of Jesus.

Came next the bestowal of the priest-

hood, the authority to act in the name
of God, conferred by John the Baptist,

and then by Peter, James, and John. It

seems to me that any man of any
church who has ever had administered

to him religious ordinances might well

ask, as many have done, by what au-

thority this has been accomplished.

When that most significant conversa-

tion took place between Peter and the

Savior, in which Peter declared, "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living

God," and Jesus replied, "Blessed art

thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee,

but my Father which is in heaven," the

Savior then went on to say, among other

things:

"And I will give unto thee the keys

of the kingdom of heaven: and whatso-

ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
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bound in heaven." (Matthew 16:16-17,

19.)

We have to offer to those of other

faiths, with all that they now have, the
restoration of these marvelous keys and
the blessing of the priesthood, under
which every worthy man may be a

priest in his own right, with power and
authority to bless, to teach, and to gov-

ern in the affairs of the kingdom of

God.
Came next the organization of the

Church—the Church of Jesus Christ

—

"built upon the foundation of apostles

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner stone," all fitly framed
together in fulfilment of the words of

Paul to the Ephesian Saints. (Ephesians
2:20-21.) To me it is a singular and
remarkable thing that with all that our
friends have that is wonderful and good
and true, there is not a church among
them to my knowledge led by prophets

who speak as they are moved upon by
the Holy Ghost, and apostles who stand

as living witnesses to all the world of

the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Came after that the great keys, of

which President Smith has spoken so

beautifully this afternoon, which brought
about the opportunity of universal sal-

vation and exaltation. A man said

rather smugly one day, "I am saved."

I asked, "What about your father?"

He said, "I guess he isn't saved." I

said, "Can you believe that in the jus-

tice and mercy of God he would make
it possible for you to enjoy all the
blessings which you claim you have and
deny those same blessings to your father

and your mother, who gave you all that

you have of life and body and mind?"
To me it is one of the serious anomalies

of our life that the great religious sys-

tems of the world, which teach equity

and justice and mercy and kindness,

have in their theology nothing of this

great principle.

My brethren and sisters, I have had
opportunity to study what causes people
to join the Church. I have come to the
conclusion that it is testimony, which
comes into their hearts of the truth

of these great revelations, which leads

them into the waters of baptism there

to covenant with the Lord to keep his

commandments and to become citizens

in his kingdom.
A friend once asked, "Why in your

missionary work do you emphasize the
differences between your religion and
others? Why not emphasize what you
have in common with others?" We
praise all that others have that is lovely,

virtuous, or of good report or praise-

worthy, and add to those many virtues

which they now have, the great virtues

which have come of the revelations of

God to the Prophet Joseph Smith in this

dispensation for the blessing of their

lives and the lives of all who come after

them who will keep the faith, of which
I bear testimony this day in the name
of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Gordon B. Hinckley, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just spoken to us.

Our concluding speaker of this session

will be Elder Spencer W. Kimball of

the Council of the Twelve.

ELDER SPENCER W. KIMBALL

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My dear brothers and sisters, this has
been a great conference. I pray that the
Spirit of the Lord may attend me in

what I shall say.

About fifty years ago, Mr. F. M. Bare-
ham wrote the following:

"A century ago men were following
with bated breath the march of

Napoleon and waiting with feverish im-
patience for news of the wars. And all

the while in their homes babies were
being born. But who could think about

babies? Everybody was thinking about
battles.

"In one year between Trafalgar and
Waterloo there stole into the world a
host of heroes: Gladstone was born in
Liverpool; Tennyson at the Somersby
Rectory, and Oliver Wendell Holmes in
Massachusetts. Abraham Lincoln was
born in Kentucky, and music was en-
riched by the advent of Felix Mendels-
sohn in Hamburg."
And we might add, and Joseph Smith


