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fear, the United States of America will

be celebrating "Law Day" under
proclamation of the President. Its ob-
jectives are:

(1) "To foster increased respect for

law, enabling the nation to grow in

moral strength as it grows in population,

resources and world leadership.

(2) "To provide an occasion for the
American people to rededicate them-
selves to freedom for the individual
under just laws . . . and to emphasize
before the world the contrast between
the rule of law in the U.S., and the
system of totalitarian lands."

Members of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints are com-
mitted to obeying, honoring, and sus-

taining the law. We are under obligation

to obey the law, and more—to honor
and sustain it.

I count it one of the great privileges

of my life to have been a student of the
law for some years and to have acquired
through that experience a great respect,

as my father had before me, for the
system of justice and the body of law
which we enjoy in this land. This is

not to suppose that every decision, judg-
ment, interpretation, or application of

law is good and just altogether. The
workings of our appellate system, the
initiation, revision, and abrogation of

laws, testify that this is not so. It is

to suggest that freedom and liberty rest

on law, that our laws are rooted deeply
in religious principles and rest on the
moral law, and ultimately on the law
of God, and that it is our responsibility

at the ballot box, in the jury box, in civic

responsibility and political leadership,
in our homes and on the highways, to
obey, honor, and sustain the law of the
land, and to teach our children to do
likewise.

Also on the first day of May there
will be celebrated the beginning of Na-
tional Youth Fitness Week, and again

no people in all the world should be
more concerned with the implications

of that day, because God has blessed us

with the principles, the programs, and
the inspired leadership which can lead

the young, if they are willing, to the
physical, intellectual, social, emotional,

and spiritual readiness which will equip

them for the great adventure ahead.

Recently I had occasion to ponder the
wonderful blessing of organization and
leadership opportunities which the Lord
has given us, and to consider what
might happen if every Latter-day Saint,

called to a position of responsibility

relevant to the young, would accept the

full implications of his stewardship.

Think of the wonderful work being done
for our children by faithful workers

in Primary and Sunday School and MIA,
in scouting and exploring, in Aaronic
Priesthood work, and in seminaries.

Think of the human resources available

to the bishop and stake president, and
to their counterparts in the missionary

field, to reach out for the young and to

give them what they need of love, per-

sonal interest, visiting, good teaching,

recreation, friendship, testimony, and
example. There is no program for youth
in all the world in any sense compa-
rable. What great things we could do!

God bless us to have a sense of our

responsibility and our opportunity in

this Church to provide the leadership

for our young people which help equip

them to be fit for the great days ahead.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Marion D. Hanks of the First

Council of the Seventy. Elder LeGrand
Richards, a member of the Council of

the Twelve, will be the concluding

speaker.
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Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I am happy, brothers and sisters, to
have the privilege of attending this great
conference with you, and I have been
thrilled with the wonderful messages we
have heard. During the conference great

stress has been laid upon the great

missionary program of the Church, a

subject dear to my heart, having been
a missionary most all of my life and
having had a desire to be a missionary
long before I was old enough to go on
a mission, particularly when I read the
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life of the Prophet Joseph Smith by
George Q. Cannon, for from that time

on I not only lived for but also prayed

for the day when I would be privileged

to go into the mission field.

One of those whom I admired most
in my youth as a great missionary, was
the Apostle Paul. I liked his testimony,

as he stood before King Agrippa and the

most noble Festus and told his story

how the Savior appeared to him as he
was on the way to Damascus, and you
remember Festus said, "Paul, thou art

beside thyself; much learning doth make
thee mad," to which he replied, "I am
not mad, most noble Festus; but speak
forth the words of truth and soberness."

King Agrippa then said, "Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian." (Acts

26:24-28.)

And you remember Paul's reply was:
"I would to God, that not only thou,

but also all that hear me this day, were
both almost, and altogether such as

I am, except these bonds." (Ibid., 29.)

He had already asked them:
"Why should it be thought a thing

incredible with you, that God should
raise the dead?" (Ibid., 8.)

I was reading a statement from his

missionary journey the other day that

impressed me, and I would like to read

it:

"For he mightily convinced the Jews,

and that publickly, shewing by the
scriptures that Jesus was Christ." (Ibid.,

18:28.)

And I thought it would be wonderful
if we could hear some of his marvelous
testimonies as he took the scriptures in

his hands to prove that Jesus was the

Christ.

I recall the words of the Savior where
he said that we should "Search the

scriptures; for . . . they are they which
testify of me." (John 5:39.) Then he
said to the Pharisees that they did err,

not understanding the scriptures, and
we have his testimony to the two dis-

ciples as he walked along the way to

Emmaus and their eyes were holden
that they did not recognize him, and
he listened to their conversation about
his crucifixion and he said, "O fools,

and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken." (Luke 24:25.)

He explained the scriptures to them,
and he opened their understanding that
they might understand the scriptures.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Fourth Day

(See ibid., 13 ff.)

I feel that we do not place the value

we should on the scriptures, and in the

few moments I have this morning, I

would like to relate an experience I had
less than a year ago. By appointment
from the First Presidency and at their

request, I was privileged to meet with
a group of ministers here in Salt Lake
City who were holding a convention.

They gave me two hours and a half to

explain Mormonism to them.
I explained the great organization of

the Church and how it came into exist-

ence and bore my testimony of its di-

vinity. I thought of the Apostle Paul,

if he had the scriptures and was with us

today, and had to convince publicly the

people out of the scriptures, how much
more he would have to explain to them
pertaining to this latter-day gospel dis-

pensation and the second coming of the

Redeemer of the world than he had in

his day.

I used this illustration with these min-
isters: I told them that when we built

the Los Angeles Temple, I was still the
Presiding Bishop, and we took the plans
and showed them to the First Presi-

dency one day, and we had eighty-five

pages about four feet long and two and
a half-feet wide, and we did not have
the plans complete for the electrical

work or the plumbing, and yet there

were eighty-five pages. Now I said to

these men, "You could take those plans
and go all over this world and try to fit

them to any other building in the world,
and you could not fit them. There is

only one building that those plans will

fit and that is the Los Angeles Temple."
I said, "Of course, you could find heat-
ing plants and light fixtures and plumb-
ing and cement in other buildings just

as you do in that temple, but you could
not find a building that would fit per-

fectly those plans."

Then I took the Bible and I said, "The
Prophet Isaiah tells us that the Lord
declared his work from the beginning
and he said that the 'grass withereth,

the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand for ever.' (Isa. 40:8.)

And as I see it, the Bible is the Lord's

blueprint of his work from the beginning
until the final winding up scene."

Of course, there is not time for me to

go into details here today, but I took
scripture after scripture that appeared
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in the Bible, and I said to these men,
"Do you know anywhere in all the

world where you can find a fulfilment

of that promise? Take for instance

Peter's statement to those who cruci-

fied the Christ that before his coming
the heavens were to receive him, until

the restitution of all things spoken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets since

the world began. (See Acts 3:19-21.)

Do any of you know anywhere in this

world, in the history of the world or

the history of the people or churches,

where that promise has had its fulfil-

ment, and yet people look for his com-
ing?" But if Peter was a prophet of

God, Christ cannot come until there is

a restitution, and I had explained al-

ready to them the fulfilment of that

promised restitution of all things.

Then I took the coming of the angel
that John saw, flying in the midst of

heaven. I said, "Do you know any-
where in the world that there is a record
of the coming of an angel with the
everlasting gospel to be preached in all

the world, to every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people, since the time that
that prophet's promise was made?"

Then I went through many other of

the passages of scripture pertaining to

our day, like the coming of Elijah the
prophet, and so forth, and then I said

this to them, "Now, that Bible is just

as much the Lord's blueprint of what
he intended to do in this world as the
blueprint for that temple was the plan
by which that building was to be built."

I said, "It is true that you can find

some of the things that are in the Bible
in the churches, that is why we have
hundreds of them, but you cannot find

any other church in all the world that
has all of the things that the Lord has
promised."

I remember as a boy hearing this

statement made that one of the great
evangelists of the United States, well-
known all over the nation, in talking to

a Mormon elder, was asked questions by
this elder, and his answer was: "Well,
if we were to believe all that is in the
Bible, we would all have to be Mor-
mons."

That is my testimony to the entire
world: if you believe all that is in the
Bible, you would all have to be Mor-
mons, and I come back again to the

importance of the scriptures and the

work of the Apostle Paul,

"For he mightily convinced the Jews,

and that publickly, shewing by the

scriptures that Jesus was Christ." (Ibid.,

18:28.)

And we can mightily show by the

scriptures that he was not only the

Christ, but that he will also come again

and that he has restored his kingdom
to the earth, as we have had testimony
after testimony in this conference, and
I bear you that testimony, if Paul were
here today and knew of the coming of

the Father and the Son and all the holy
angels that have visited this earth to

give us this restitution of all things,

think how much more and much greater

power he would have to convince the
world, and that publicly.

I close with this thought: We have
heard about the marvelous progress the

world has made scientifically. We read
in the newspapers constantly about the
day when men will make trips to the

moon—I have always said that if I were
going I would want to be sure I got a
round-trip-ticket—but you know, if they
ever make a trip to the moon, and they
come back again, every newspaper in all

the world will spread it on their front

pages and tell what has happened. But
how would such an event, as marvelous
as it would be, compare with the coming
of God the Eternal Father and his Son
Jesus Christ to the boy Prophet, Joseph
Smith? And why, I say in the words
of Paul, "Why should it be thought a
thing incredible with you" (Ibid., 26:8)
that God should set his hand to do the
thing that he promised he would do
and as is detailed in the plans of his

work.

I leave you my testimony that Joseph
Smith was a prophet, that President

McKay is his duly appointed successor,

and that the power of Almighty God is

in this work. I have seen it all my life,

and I bear you that witness, in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder LeGrand Richards of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

You who are listening in over tele-

vision have had the opportunity, as we
have had here in the Tabernacle, of

seeing this group of young people who


