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Saturday, October 8

GENERAL CONFERENCE

ELDER NATHAN ELDON TANNER

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Second Day

President McKay and brethren and

sisters, I stand before you this morning

in all humility. I wish to express my
sincere appreciation of the confidence

shown by the General Authorities, Pres-

ident McKay, and those associated with

him, in calling one so unprepared to

hold such a high office in this the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. No one with any less ability

could be called to this position. I would

like to assure President McKay and

members of the General Authorities and

you my brethren and sisters that I shall

do my best and am prepared to dedicate

my life and my best to the work of the

Lord.

I know that this is the Church of

Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God here

upon the earth, and I know that I shall

need your faith and prayers, and I ask

that I may have them, that I may carry

on in a way that will become one in

this responsible position, that I may rep-

resent the Church wherever I go in a

way that will be pleasing to our Heav-
enly Father.

I should like at this time to express

my sincere appreciation to my family.

My paternal great-great-grandfather was
a very close friend of Joseph the Prophet.

And on my mother's side, you have read

of James Brown and his work, and
you know Hugh B. Brown, who is my
mother's brother. And I want to thank
all of them, my father, who was one
of the finest men that I ever knew and
my loving mother, and particularly I

should like at this time to express my
sincere and deep appreciation to Elder

Hugh B. Brown for the influence that

he has had on my life since I was a

child. I have had that great privilege

of associating closely with him through-

out my life.

I should like to express my apprecia-

tion to my wife. Probably I could let

you know the kind of woman she is by
quoting my mother. She said to me
one day, "You are fortunate, my boy, to

have Sarah as your wife. She has been
a great support to you as a wife and a

wonderful mother. It is not everybody
that could live with you as she has and
put up with the things which she has

to!"

We have five lovely daughters, and
I should like to say to them that I ap-

preciate how loyal and faithful they
have been, how little worry and concern
they have caused us and how they are

prepared to accept any call in the

Church.
Speaking of my family, I suppose I

should tell you that we have twenty-two
grandchildren. I hope and pray that

they will carry on in the Church.
President McKay, again I wish to

thank you sincerely and those who are

supporting you in this my call, and again

I wish to say that I love the Lord with
all my heart, and I pledge at this time
that I will serve him and you with all

my might, mind, and strength, and I

pray for your faith and prayers and
God's blessings, and I do it in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Franklin D. Richards, now
president of the Northwestern States

Mission, grandson of Franklin D. Rich-
ards, son of Charles C. Richards, will

now speak to us.

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

What a beautiful song: "I Stand All

Amazed at the Love Jesus Offers Me!"

—

I feel that way very deeply this morning,
my brothers and sisters. I, like Presi-

dent Tanner, feel appreciative and

grateful for the many blessings that have
been mine. I likewise appreciate the

noble heritage with which I have been
blessed, and I appreciate the wonderful
family that I have and the devotion


