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BISHOP THORPE B. ISAACSON

First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

President McKay, President Moyle,
President Smith, my dear brothers and
sisters, I will be very grateful to you for

an interest in your faith and prayers

while I attempt to speak to you. I have
long since come to realize that in and
of myself there is very little that I can
do. Therefore, I shall be dependent
greatly upon the Spirit of the Lord.

I would like to pay tribute to these

nearly eight thousand missionaries who
came from the ranks of the Aaronic
Priesthood. Many of them just a few
years ago were little deacons, teachers,

and priests, and now are in all parts of

the world preaching the gospel. I

should also like to pay tribute to their

parents and their families, many of them
come from very modest homes.

Since the missionary system of the
Church was first inaugurated, it is esti-

mated, and it is only an estimation,

that there may have been approximately
one hundred thousand missionaries sent

into all parts of the world. The mis-
sionary system has undoubtedly been a

source of tremendous strength to the
Church throughout its fascinating his-

tory. Many of us here today could
trace our very presence, yes, our very
membership in the Church, to the work
of some wonderful missionary. And in

a hundred years from now, when none
of us are here, there will probably be
millions who will be able to trace their

membership in the Church to the work
of some wonderful missionary.

We often interview these young men,
and we talk to them about going on a
mission. One of the questions that we
ask them is, "Do you want to go on this

mission or are you going because some-
one else has urged you to go?" Invariably
we get a very strong answer to the
effect, "Yes, I want to go on this mis-
sion. I have been planning on it for

many years since a small boy."

Sometimes we ask them, "Who will
finance you on this mission?" And we
get some wonderful answers. A number
of them say that they have been saving
money themselves, as Brother McConkie
suggested this morning, getting ready for

this mission. Some say, "Well, I have

been in the service"—and it is not un-
usual to find a wonderful boy returning

from the service to say, "I have saved

my money while I have been in the

service in the hope that I could go on a

mission."

A number of them say, "I am glad to

sell my car that I have bought, and
together with other funds, I am ready

to go on a mission."

Of course, the majority of them tell

us that their parents will sustain them
while they are in the mission field. But
many occasionally say that some good
friend or some neighbor or relative

wants the privilege of helping them
while on a mission. Others say their

quorum is anxious to help them. These
young men feel that it is a great bless-

ing to go on a mission; it is not a
burden. They do not look at it as a

burden, neither do they look at it as a

sacrifice. Truly these young men are

blessed and magnified. We must realize

that before they left for their mission,

every one of them had hands laid upon
their heads by servants of the Lord,

who gave them a blessing and set them
apart as missionaries.

Sometimes we ask a prospective mis-

sionary, "Do you have a testimony of

the gospel?" And the young man will

look at you and say, "Yes, I have a testi-

mony. It may not be as strong as I hope
it will be in later years, but I have a

testimony."

And then we may ask the prospective

missionary, "Do you know that Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God?" And it

is always a thrill to see a young man
look up and say, "Yes, sir! I know that

Joseph Smith was a prophet!" "Do you
know that President David O. McKay
is a prophet?" "Yes, sir!" He looks at

you and says, "I know that President

David O. McKay is a prophet of the

Lord!"

Then we may ask these prospective

missionaries, "Is there anything in this

world that could change you? Is there

anyone who could change your mind
or change your testimony?" They will

look at you and say, "No, there is not
anything in this world that could change
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my mind, because I know that Joseph

Smith was a prophet of God, and I

know that President David O. McKay
is a prophet." And they do know it.

How do they know it? They know it

by the power and the gift of the Holy
Ghost that testifies to them that it is so.

They speak as did the Prophet Joseph
when describing his great vision of the

Father and the Son:

"I had actually seen a light, and in

the midst of that light I saw two Per-

sonages, and they did in reality speak to

me; and though I was hated and perse-

cuted for saying that I had seen a vision,

yet it was true; and while they were
persecuting me, reviling me, and speak-

ing all manner of evil against me falsely

for so saying, I was led to say in my
heart: Why persecute me for telling the

truth? I have actually seen a vision;

and who am I that I can withstand God,
or why does the world think to make me
deny what I have actually seen? For I

had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny
it, neither dared I do it; at least I knew
that by so doing I would offend God, and
come under condemnation." (Joseph
Smith, 2:25.)

On many occasions, young men have
volunteered to me, when I have asked

them, if there are any circumstances or

teacher who might change their testi-

mony, and they have spoken very strong-

ly and said, "I would rather die than
deny that Joseph Smith was a prophet

of Godl"

Do you worry about that kind of

young men? No, no! In years to come
we will see the strength of those great

young men.

Recently I was told the story of a

wonderful physician and surgeon. A
few years ago while he was serving in

the army, and at that time he was not
a member of the Church, he met two
or three of our young Mormon mission-

aries. He did not know them at the

time, and he spoke somewhat disre-

spectfully to them. One of these young
men, very composed, spoke up frankly

to this doctor and told him who they
were and what they were doing. The
doctor listened, and he said he was very
chagrined and ashamed because of the
way he had spoken to them. The doctor
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soon learned to admire these young men,
and he listened to them.

He went home, and he told his wife

about these exceptional young men. He
told her some of the things that they
had told him. True, these were not
learned men of science, they were not
even men with great experience. But he
learned a great deal from these young
Mormon missionaries, and he soon recog-

nized that while they were not men of

science, they were men of God. He
learned to listen to them, and it was not

long before both he and his wife joined

the Church and are very wonderful
members of the Church today.

This fine doctor often thanks the Lord
for these wonderful Mormon mission-
aries, because you see, now this doctor

has six or seven sons of his own, and
he often reminds them that he wants
them to be like the fine Mormon mis-
sionaries whom he met years ago, and
who were responsible for teaching him
the gospel and bringing him and his

wife into the Church.

Our missionaries are ever receiving,

and in this they are blessed, but more
important, they are ever giving. They
receive not to hold for themselves, but

to give to others. In receiving, they are

like the Sea of Galilee and the Dead
Sea in Palestine. In giving, they are

like the Sea of Galilee only, which re-

ceives and gives, while the Dead Sea
receives only to hold to itself, and it gives

nothing. The vast difference between
receiving and giving and only receiving

is appropriately described in the follow-

ing word picture of the two seas of the

Holy Land, and I think each of us should
now resolve to be like the Sea of Galilee:

"One is fresh and fish abound in it.

Splashes of green adorn its landscape.

Trees spread their branches over it and
stretch out their thirsty roots to sip of

its life-giving waters. Along its shores

children play, as children played when
He was there. He loved it. He could
look across its silver surface as He spoke

His parables. And on a rolling plain,

not far away, He fed five thousand peo-

ple in the miracle of the loaves and
fishes. The River Jordan forms this Sea
with sparkling waters from the hills. It

laughs in the sunshine, and men build

their houses near it, and birds their

nests, and every kind of life is happier



BISHOP THORPE B. ISAACSON 65

because it is there. The River Jordan
flows on south into another Sea. Here
there is no splash of fish, no fluttering

leaf, no song of birds, no laughter of little

children. Travelers do not pass, unless

on urgent business which might take

them there. The air hangs heavy above
its waters, and neither man nor beast

nor fowl will drink of it. What makes
this mighty difference in these neighbor
Seas? Not the River Jordan—It empties

the same good water into both. Not the

soil in which they lie, nor the country

'round about. The Sea of Galilee re-

ceives and gives but does not keep the

Jordan water to itself. For every drop

which flows into it, another drop flows

out. The receiving and the giving go
on, day after day, in equal measure.

The other Sea hoards its income jeal-

ously. Every drop it gets, it keeps. The
Sea of Galilee gives and lives. The
other Sea gives nothing. It is named
'The Dead Sea.' " (Bruce Barton.)
With this comparison between receiv-

ing and giving, it is easy to see what
the great missionary program can do
for your young men, for they forsake all

selfishness, and they turn to the divine

art of selflessness, as they seek to give

only that they may have a richer store

from which to give for the blessing of

others.

Yes, we think that every deacon,

teacher, and priest of the Aaronic Priest-

hood should prepare to fill a mission.

These choice young men should have
proper training. Last year we presented

over 31,000 individual Aaronic Priest-

hood awards to very choice, wonderful
young men, which means that every one
of these young, outstanding men is a

potential missionary, if we as parents

and leaders do our part.

These young men are preparing for

that mission. Parents and Aaronic
Priesthood leaders would do well to

hold as the goal for every Aaronic Priest-

hood boy the preparation for a mission.

For seven years—two years as a deacon,

two years as a teacher, and three years

as a priest—the courses of study, we
hope, will be prepared and so correlated

that at the end of these seven years, all

of these wonderful Aaronic Priesthood
boys will have reached that goal of

being prepared to fill a mission. And
during these seven years' experience in

the Aaronic Priesthood program, the boy
will be given a training that will carry
him not alone through a mission, but
throughout his life.

We know there are some young men
who may be on the wrong road. We
would say to you young men, "Turn
back. Turn back; it isn't too late. We
want to help you. You can still find the
right road. We want you to know that
the Lord loves you young men. We
want you to know and appreciate what
is in store for you. We want you to feel

that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the
greatest stabilizing influence in your
life."

I want to bear you my testimony that
I know that God lives. I love the Lord.
I want to bear testimony to you that we
can get close to the Lord, perhaps closer

than we ourselves may fully realize, but
it will take humility; it will take effort,

and we cannot be satisfied just to go
on the road of least resistance. Let us
make sure that these thousands of Aaron-
ic Priesthood boys are not neglected.

What a shame it would be if we failed
to give every boy proper encouragement,
training, planning, or if we did any-
thing that would deny any one of these
boys receiving a call for his mission.

God bless us that we may live up to

the responsibilities which are ours, I

pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Bishop Thorpe B. Isaacson of the Pre-
siding Bishopric has just concluded
speaking. Elder Gordon B. Hinckley,
Assistant to the Twelve, will now speak
to us.


