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and I were on our knees, as we are each
night, to express gratitude for the com-
ing of these two young men who have
literally saved our lives. We had noth-
ing to live for, no hope here or hereafter,

and we were drinking ourselves to death.

They came. They taught us. They
brought purpose into our lives. The
change in me has been so noticeable

that my partner became curious. I have
been teaching him the gospel, and I am
now going to baptize him."
That is the way peace will come to

the world. This thing shall spread from
soul to soul, and men in all lands shall

come to acknowledge Jesus Christ as

the Son of God, the Savior of mankind,
our Elder Brother, the Prince of Peace.

We sat in a testimony meeting one
day a few months ago. A boy stood up
with a letter in his hand. He said, "I

think I am happier than I have ever

been in my life. I have had many
wonderful experiences here, and they

have made me happy, but it is this

letter that has really warmed my heart.

My father, once active, began drinking,

and oh, the sorrow my mother has suf-

fered because of this. After my farewell

my father said, 'My son, I am going to

try to live worthy of you.' Now," the

missionary said, "I have a letter from
my father, received yesterday, which
says that last week he was ordained a

high priest and set apart as counselor

in the bishopric of our ward, and he
has just made a down payment on a

home for the first time in his life."

These are some of the miracles I have
seen in my associations with our mis-

sionaries. I am grateful, I am more
grateful than I can say for this great

program of the Church that I have been
blessed to be associated with. I know
it is one of the marks of the divinity of

this work. No other organization in

this world has anything quite like it.

It touches for good the lives of all who
are affected by it.

The work is going forward on the
other side of the earth. I recall sitting

here as a boy and hearing President
Grant tell of his difficulties in Japan
and of his praying to the Lord to give

him another assignment because of his

discouragement. Do you know that the
missionaries of the Northern Far East
Mission have baptized an average of

about six converts per missionary so far

this year? Many of these were not
Christian people. Our missionaries in
this part of the world have taken to

people who are of the Oriental religions

the testimony of Jesus and have con-
verted them to this cause. God bless

them for their devotion and their faith-

fulness. The Lord bless us at home to

sustain his work throughout the world
by the virtues of our lives, I pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

You have just listened to Elder Gordon
B. Hinckley, Assistant to the Twelve.
We shall now be favored by the Com-

bined Choral Groups and the Congrega-
tion singing, "Oh Say, What Is Truth?"
conducted by Professor David A. Shand.
After the singing we shall hear from
the Patriarch to the Church, Elder
Eldred G. Smith.

The Combined Choral Groups and
the congregation joined in singing the
hymn, "Oh Say, What Is Truth?"

President David O. McKay:

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to

the Church, will now speak to us. He
will be followed by Elder LeGrand
Richards of the Council of the Twelve.

ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH

Patriarch to the Church

This is truly an inspiring sight. I have
thrilled with the messages that have

been given here at this conference. I

am thrilled with the progress of the

missionary work and the growth of the

Church throughout its length and

breadth. This is truly a blessed people
and a choice generation in which to

live.

The gospel of Jesus Christ has been
given to people throughout the earth at

various times, even at the time of Adam
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and the time of Noah and coming down
to the time of Abraham, who was given

a very significant promise. Speaking to

Abraham, the Lord said:

"... I give unto thee a promise that

this right shall continue in thee, and

in thy seed after thee [that is to say, the

literal seed, or the seed of the body]

shall all the families of the earth be

blessed, even with the blessings of the

Gospel, which are the blessings of sal-

vation, even of life eternal." (Abraham
2:11.)

This is the time and generation when
this blessing is being fulfilled. The
blessings of the gospel are coming to all

the peoples of the earth. The Lord is

truly touching their hearts and opening

the way for them to receive the gospel.

The Lord is also assisting in other

ways which I have mentioned here be-

fore, I believe, and I cannot help con-

tinually being grateful for the outpour-

ing of knowledge which has come upon
the earth since the restoration of the

gospel, which makes it possible for this

gospel to be taught to all the people of

the earth through the modern facilities

that have been developed and prepared

and which continue to grow. I am very

thankful and grateful for these facilities.

The Church Section of the News re-

cently mentioned the number of copies

of the Book of Mormon being printed

—

nearly 500,000 copies are being printed

annually and sent throughout the world.

The facilities that make it possible to

send the Book of Mormon to the ends

of the earth, among the various peoples

of the earth, as has been indicated here

by other speakers, are peculiar to our

Church. Not only the Book of Mormon
but also much other Church literature

is being translated into many languages

so that not only we of the English speak-

ing peoples may have the gospel, but
also many others throughout the earth.

This is truly a choice generation. I

am sure there is no blessing given but

what there is an obligation. Where
much is given, much is expected. We
have heard from many speakers at this

conference of our obligation to teach
the gospel, to warn our neighbors, and
above all to live the gospel ourselves. I

would like just briefly to refer to a

revelation given by the Lord. In section

Second Day

41 of the Doctrine and Covenants, he
said:

"Hearken and hear, O ye my people,

saith the Lord and your God, ye whom
I delight to bless with the greatest of all

blessings, ye that hear me; and ye that

hear me not will I curse, that have pro-

fessed my name, with the heaviest of

all cursings." (D&C 41:1.)

This is a strong warning, but I be-

lieve truly that the Lord means what he
says. He has given us the blessings; he
continues to pour out his blessings upon
us in rich abundance; and then he
gives the warning that we who have
accepted the gospel, if we do not live up
to these covenants, he will pour out upon
us "the heaviest of all cursings."

I could not help thinking when
Brother Hinckley was speaking about
Hiroshima, that this summer I visited

again at Oakridge, Tennessee, and found
that the process which developed the

atomic bomb which was dropped on
Hiroshima is now so obsolete that that

process is no longer in operation. If we
think of what might happen to this

world if the people of this world do
not keep the commandments of the Lord,

we cannot stretch our imagination far

enough to imagine what the Lord might
pour out upon this generation when he
says, he might pour out upon us "the

heaviest of all cursings." All the bless-

ings and all the scientific developments
which have been given to us, might be
turned upon us to our condemnation.

I pray the Lord's blessings upon us

that we will heed his teachings, that

we will teach our neighbor and develop

righteousness throughout this earth.

The history generally given to us in

the Book of Mormon and all this world's

history is a repetition of righteousness

with peace and prosperity, and with
unrighteousness there is war and desola-

tion. This shall be repeated throughout
the life of this earth, and we are no
exception.

May the Lord's blessings be with us,

that we may ever be faithful, keeping

the commandments of the Lord and
doing that which he desires of us in

teaching the gospel to our neighbors,

our friends, our relatives; and so live the
gospel that we will be that kind of mis-
sionary, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.


