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In the revelation the Lord gave to the
Prophet in answer to his inquiry about
the stone which Hiram Page had, he
said, speaking of the president of the
Church): "Wherefore, meaning the

church, thou shalt give heed unto all

his words and commandments which he
shall give unto vou as he receiveth them,
walking in all holiness before me;

"For his word ye shall receive, as if

from mine own mouth, in all patience

and faith." (D. & C. 21:4-5)

Such is the obligation of this Priest-

hood with respect to our present Prophet,

Seer, and Revel ator. President David O.
McKav. "By doing these things the gates

of hell shall not prevail against you;

yea, and the Lord God will disperse the

powers of darkness from before vou, and
cause the heavens to shake for your

good, and his name's glory." (D. & C.

21:6)
Now, brethren, if we will keep these

things in mind, we shall not be deceived

by false teachings. I remember years

ago when I was a bishop I had Presi-

dent Grant talk to our ward. After the

meeting, I drove him home. At that

time there was a great deal of criticism

against the President of the Church be-

cause of a front-page editorial some of

you may remember. We talked about

it. When we got to his home I got out

of the car and went up on the porch

with him. Standing by me, he put his

arm over my shoulder and said: "My boy,

you always keep your eye on the Presi-

dent of the Church, and if he ever tells

you to do anything, and it is wrong,
and you do it, the Lord will bless you
for it." Then with a twinkle in his eye,

he said, "But you don't need to worry.

The Lord will never let his mouthpiece
lead the people astray."
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I have thought much about that. I

remember that counselors in the Presi-

dency have been deceived. I remember
that members of the Twelve have been
deceived and left the Church, and men
in every other Council in the Church

have been deceived. But there has never

been a President of the Church, and
according to President Grant, and I be-

h'eve him, there never will be a Presi-

dent of this Church who will lead the

people astray.

We need not be led astray, my breth-

ren. The safest way to avoid being led

astrav is to magnify our Priesthood. We
should go on our knees, each one of us,

morning and evening, and plead with
Almightv God to keep us in the way of

magnifying our callings in this great

Priesthood. We should live righteously.

We should resist every temptation of

lust. When we harbor lustful thoughts
and participate in lustful practices, we
cannot see these great principles clearly,

and we get into the dark.

If, in addition to living righteously,

we will study and learn what the Lord
has said and apply the tests I have sug-

gested, we shall never go astray. God
help us, I pray, that we shall remain
true and faithful ourselves, and help all

of the members of the Church to see

clearly, thereby placing themselves
among those who take the Holy Spirit

for their guide and are not deceived, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Our next speaker will be Elder

Mark E. Petersen, a member of the

Council of The Twelve.

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I am very grateful, my brethren, for the

marvelous opportunity of addressing you
this evening, and I sincerely and hum-
bly pray that the Lord will guide me
and inspire me because I, with my
Brethren, have learned long since that

I can do nothing of myself. I have

memorized and said over and over again

so many times that scripture wherein
the Lord said, "Without me ye can do
nothing," and I pray earnestly tonight

that he will guide me and help me, be-

cause it is a tremendous responsibility

to address so many men. It is a tre-
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mendous responsibility to represent this

Church.

But I glory in this Church. I am so

thankful for it. I pray God that I, with
Brother Romney, may be faithful even
to the end. I have been so grateful for

the Servicemen whom I have seen in this

Conference. I was glad for the telegram
President McKay read. I am sure that

you Servicemen and you parents of

Servicemen will be very glad to know,
and on behalf of our Servicemen's Com-
mittee which is headed by our wonder-
ful chairman, Brother Lee, we would
like to report to President McKay and
the First Presidency that all of the stake

presidents of the Church reported to us

today that they have now taken out
subscriptions to the Improvement Era
and the Church Section of the Deseret

News for every person in the military

service of this Church. That was com-
pleted today, President McKay, and we
are so thrilled with it. Under Brother
Lee's wonderful direction we have been
working on this, and now we can report

to you that the stake presidents have re-

ported one hundred percent accomplish-
ment of that wonderful assignment.

So, brethren, we wish to thank you,

and we hope that you will continue with
the program. Brother Lee asks that I

mention the rest of the program in addi-

tion to the publications. Be sure, bish-

ops, to carry on your interviews. Bishops
and quorum people, will you remember
to continue to write to these Servicemen
and encourage them. They need your
help, and they will be the stronger for

it and so will you, if you cooperate with
this program.

I desire to address my remarks tonight

to the young men of the Church, to the

boys of the Aaronic Priesthood, and to

the younger men in the Melchizedek
Priesthood. When President James
prayed here tonight, opening this meet-
ing, he thanked the Lord that we were
born at this time, and it is surely some-
thing to be thankful for because it is a
marvelous time in which to live. But
it is also a very troublous time, and
many of our young men are very dis-

couraged about the prospects which con-
front them. Many of our young men
are quite frustrated, in fact, not know-
ing how to plan their lives nor what
to do about them. Some ask themselves,

"Shall I go to school, or shall I just wait

until I am drafted? Shall I enlist and
get the military obligation over with?

Shall I prepare for a mission, or shall I

just drift along?"

They know, of course, that just drift-

ing does not get them anywhere. If

we are to be successful in life we must
plan our lives. But some of the boys

say, "How can we plan? Our lives are

planned for us. There is nothing we
can do about it. We can go to school

for awhile, and then we will have to

go into the Army. We will have other

obligations too. We cannot plan our
own lives," some boys have told me.
A couple of weeks ago I was down

near Ft. Ord, California, and talked to

quite a number of our young Service-

men there. They were very disturbed

as to what the future holds for them. I

have told the young men, as well as the

young women of this Church, that they
are born to a great destiny, a divine

destiny. They are in very deed the

children of God.
But there are some who do not believe

in God. I remember one young man
who came to me and wanted to argue
about this after I had given a discus-

sion in a meeting, and he said, "I have
learned in school that there isn't any
God, and I have been fully convinced.

I no longer believe that there is a God."

I begin to wonder about young men
and about people in general who do not
believe in God. There are lots of them.
Do you know that about 75 million

Americans do not even belong to any
church? Do you know that about 25
million more who do belong to churches
take no part whatever in them, making
a total of about 100 million Americans
who, for some reason or another, have
almost completely excluded God from
their lives?

When I talk with young people about
such a situation, I always like to ask

them to consider the fruits of godless-

ness. What does it do to you to be
without God? What does it do to you
to be without religion? Can it benefit

you, or can it hurt you? I ask them
to look around and see what kind of

people the godless people are. I read

a very interesting discussion the other

day by one of our great Americans,

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, a man whom I
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respect highly. He pointed out in this

discussion that one of the outstanding

fruits of godlessness in the world right

now is Communism. Communism, he
says, is a direct result of godlessness.

Men who do not believe in God, who
fight God, who put God out of their

lives, and try to eliminate him from the

lives of everybody else are the ones who
produced Communism.

Is Communism something that you
would like to take into your life? It is

one of the fruits of godlessness. Do you
want to have within you the fruits—or

rather I should say the seeds of Com-
munism? Do you realize that the seeds

of Communism are sprouting even now
from godlessness?

You know what Communism has done
to the world. You know how it has
spread. You remember Hungary, don't

you? And you remember Poland? Do
you want to have anything like that in

your life? Do you want the fruits of

godlessness to become a part of you and
your future?

Is there any real reason to disbelieve

in God? There are some who say,

"Well, I learned in school that there is

no God. I have learned that there are

other reasons for creation." I was very

interested the other day to read a speech

by one of the great scientists of the
world. He, with many others of his

intellectual attainment, have reached the
conclusion that all of the arguments in
times past to the effect that science has
abolished God are false. One of the
great writers of America has said that
rather than science abolishing God,
science is now virtually abolishing

atheism.
The present day attitude of top scien-

tists was expressed recently by Dr.
Joseph W. Barker, president and chair-

man of the Research Corporation of
America, and formerly Dean of the
Engineering School at Columbia Uni-
versity. He explained that scientists of

the nineteenth century were misled by
certain of their observations, and as a
result came to conclusions which were
definitely atheistic. "But now," said
Dr. Barker, "even the most pragmatic
materialist in the face of present day
scientific knowledge is led to the in-

evitable conclusion that the heavens de-
clare the glory of God and the firmament
shows of his handiwork."

Second Day

Dr. Barker's concluding remarks on
that occasion were these: "As the chil-

dren of Israel foreswore the worship of

the golden calf and returned to the faith

of Jehovah, so we have foresworn the

crass mechanistic materialism and re-

turned to the faith in God of which the

Psalmist of old sang, 'The earth is the

Lord's and all that therein is.'
"

The day is past, my young brethren,

when we have to be shaken in our faith

by the pseudo teachings of certain men.
The day is past when we need to doubt
that God lives. The great minds of

the world today now teach there is a

God. He does live. They teach that he
is a great mathematician. They teach

that he is the Creator of the universe,

and they say that this great Deity who
made the universe must be a person
because they see purpose in all creation,

and you cannot have purpose without a

person. Therefore, they say, God, the

Creator, is a person.

But we do not take our faith from
science, do we? We receive our faith in

God from revelation, and we who live

now, in the words of President James
who offered the opening prayer, may
well be thankful that we live now be-

cause God has appeared in modern times,

in modern United States of America.
He has appeared to modern men, and
modern men have seen him, seen his

face and figure, and have written de-
scriptions of him. They have talked
with him face to face. They are compe-
tent witnesses.

There need be no doubt in anybody's
mind now about God. He lives. He
has been in the United States in modern
times, and these competent witnesses
leave you their testimony, and we leave
you our testimony that we know that
he lives because he has been seen and
heard in America, in these, the last days.

We are his children, and because we
are his children we may become like

him. Because we are his children he
has raised us up at this time of the
world's history to do a particular work,
and the accomplishment of that work is

the great destiny to which you and I

have been born.

We have been placed in the earth
now to fulfill that destiny. Our destiny
is that as his servants we shall prepare
the way for his coming in glory in the
future, not too far distant.
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Are you willing, young people, to ac-

cept that destiny? Are you willing to

so live that you may fill this destiny?

Are you going to catch the picture of

your own identity and know that you
are a child of God, and that you are not
a descendant of some monkey or some
ape, but that you are actually the de-

scendant of God Almighty on High,
and that you are of the race of divinity?

Are you willing to accept that doc-

trine? Isn't it far better to accept the

doctrine that you are a child of God
than that you are a descendant of some
lower form of life not even as high as

you?
Yes, we have our destiny, and the

destiny is divine. It is that you and I

must live and work in this Kingdom, and
as his servants accomplish the great

work that he has given us. We were
born with a purpose. We must fulfill

that purpose.

But sometimes we allow other things

to interfere with our destiny. Are you
willing to allow anything to interfere

with yours? Are you willing to allow
selfishness, convenience, or so-called

popularity to interfere? Are you will-

ing to give up your right to fulfill a

great divine destiny because you want
to be popular with a given crowd at

school, or because you want to make an
impression, because you want to make a

"grandstand play?" Is a "grandstand
play" worth the loss of your birthright?

Is popularity with a questionable crowd
worth it?

This discussion of Mr. Hoover, to

which I referred, was most interesting.

He said there are two great enemies of

America today. They are twin enemies,
he said. One is Communism. The
other is crime. He said that both of

them sprout from Godlessness. As Com-
munism is a threat to America, so is

crime. But they both grow out of

Godlessness. Mr. Hoover appealed to

all Americans to restore their faith in

God as a safeguard to our nation. He
actually gave us a warning that either

the faith of our fathers will triumph, or

this country will be dominated and
controlled by either Communism or

crime, or both.

Well, young people, Communism
to you seems very remote, doesn't it?

And so does crime. I know that. But

in the last few weeks hasn't Mr. Khrush-
chev brought Communism very close to

you? Don't you see in him a personal

antagonist, your own personal antagon-

ist? Wouldn't he like to destroy you if

he could? Wouldn't he like to enslave

you? Communism does seem remote
to you, but remember that it can come
awfully close. With one word from
Khrushchev he could cast you into war.

You must give consideration to him.
You cannot ignore him. He is more
than a name in the world news.

And crime seems rather remote to

most of you. Why do we talk about
crime? We talk about it because crime,

like Communism and much else begins

with the small things. Every little thing

that you do wrong might lead to a

criminal tendency. It may seem very

small at first. It may be cheating in

school. It may be lying to your par-

ents. It may be that you take some
property that doesn't belong to you.

It may be that you go out on a petting

party. It may be that it would be as

terrible as stealing the virtue of some
lovely girl. Is that crime?

I would like you to know that so far

as I am concerned, I think it is worse
to steal the virtue of a girl than it is

to rob a bank. Crime—how does it

start? Are you going to let these things

—

a lie here, a petting party there—inter-

fere with the great destiny that you
have? Are you going to let your per-

sonal convenience now interfere with
your whole plan of life for the future?

Or are you willing to sit down and plan
your life? If you don't plan you will

fail.

Somebody once said that to fail to

prepare is to prepare to fail. That is

true with our schooling, it is true with
our work, it is true with our dating, it

is true with every phase of our lives.

Young people, as the children of God,
will you plan for success? You do not
need to be frightened about the world
conditions, because if you are true and
faithful God will protect you, and he
will bless you.

May I read to you one of the great

promises that the Lord has given? I

put a lot of confidence in this promise.

It is found in the last chapter of First

Nephi. This is why I say I don't fear

the conditions of the world too much.
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If we will do our part, and if we will

fulfill our destiny we will achieve exactly

what the Lord has for us, and we will

be protected in doing it. I would like

you to know that in these, the last days,

the Lord has predicted that there shall

be two simultaneous movements. One
of these movements is the great tribula-

tion that shall come upon the world.

The wicked will destroy the wicked.
The other great movement which will

be going forward simultaneously is that

there shall be a stone cut out of the

mountain without hands, and it shall

roll forth and eventually fill the whole
earth. The Church to which you and
I belong is that stone. It has been cut

out of the mountain without hands, and
your destiny and mine is to help roll

it forth.

Now do you suppose for one mo-
ment that the judgments of God are

going to interfere with the progress of

his work? He is consistent, isn't he?
Although he will pour out his tribula-

tions upon the wicked, he nevertheless

will carry forward his work, and his

people, under divine protection, will roll

forth that stone until eventually it fills

the whole earth.

And so, says the Book of Mormon:
"For the time soon cometh that the

fulness of the wrath of God shall be

poured out upon all the children of

men; for he will not suffer that the

wicked shall destroy the righteous.

"Wherefore, he will preserve the

righteous by his power, even if it so

be that the fulness of his wrath must
come, and the righteous be preserved,

even unto the destruction of their ene-

mies by fire. Wherefore, the righteous

need not fear; for thus saith the prophet,

they shall be saved, even if it so be as

by fire." (I Nephi 22:16-17.)

I believe that. In the midst of all

these tribulations God will send fire

from heaven, if necessary, to destroy

our enemies while we carry forward our
work and push that stone until it fills

the whole earth!

Your destiny is to do that very thing,

and this is the kind of protection you
will have. You do not need to fear

about world conditions. You do not
need to fear about anybody. Just serve

the Lord and keep his commandments
and build the Kingdom, and as you do
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so you will be protected in these last

days. God will have his hand over
you, and you can plan your lives in

confidence. Every one of you can plan
a wonderful life, a wonderful success,

but you must plan.

Now what shall we plan for? We
must plan to stay with the Church first,

last, and always. We will plan to under-
stand the doctrines of the Church and
the proceedings of the Church so that
we will understand our true destiny.

We will study the gospel and be in-

formed. We cannot leave ourselves in
darkness or ignorance about our princi-

pal assignment in life. We will plan
also to go to school and make the most
of our educational opportunities, but
we will not allow worldly theories to

upset our faith.

We will dedicate ourselves to the
living of the clean life. We will never
allow sin to disqualify us for our destiny.

We will choose good friends, clean and
faithful like ourselves. They will help
us on to our destiny. We will be a help
to them. We will consider a most im-
portant step in fulfilling our destiny
the acceptance of a full time mission for

the Church, and looking toward that
acceptance we will plan for it over the
years. A mission is a must in the
planning of our lives. We must not at

any time allow unwholesome acts to

interfere with that planning. It will be
our first great step in helping to build
the Kingdom of God.

We will plan for a temple marriage.

We can never fulfill our destiny with-
out it. That means we will date LDS
girls—girls as clean as ourselves, as

full of faith as ourselves. We will never
let our dating practices put any road-
blocks in our way as we move on the
road to destiny. We will be honest with
all other people. We will be honest
with ourselves and never try to kid our-
selves into thinking that we can get

away with evil and still make the grade,
if you will excuse that slang.

We will be true. We will be true to

our loved ones, true to our country, true

to ourselves, and true to our God. We
will live up to the best that is in us. We
will live up to our trust in God and
the trust he places in us, for we know
that he lives. We know that he is our
Father. We know that we can become
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like him. We know that the Priest-

hood we have received is authority to

be his servants in these, the last days,

to help build the Kingdom, to strengthen
others, and to prepare for the Second
Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

Young people, you are a people of

destiny. You were not born to fail.

You were born to succeed. You were
born to accomplish a great work here
and now. You were not born to be
blinded by the sophistries of men. You
were born to be bright and intelligent

and have your eyes open, remembering
that as the glory of God is intelligence,

so it is the glory of every one of us. It

is intelligent to believe in God. It is

intelligent to serve him. It is intelligent

to declare our allegiance to him. It is

intelligent to take the responsibility

upon ourselves and move forward in the
great assignment that he has given.

Be honest with yourselves. Live up
to the best that is in you. Do not sell

your birthright for a mess of pottage.

Be true to the faith and God will be
true to you no matter what the future

may hold.

This is my testimony to you in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Richard P. Condie will now
lead the congregation and the Male
Chorus in singing, "Do What Is Right."

The congregation and the Tabernacle
Choir Men's Chorus joined in singing

the hymn, "Do What Is Right."

President David O. McKay:

President Henry D. Moyle of the First

Presidency will now address us.

PRESIDENT HENRY D. MOYLE
Second Counselor in the First Presidency

My beloved fellow workers, I have a
humble desire to come before you to-

night, not only those who are here
assembled, but those who are gathering,

and have gathered, and are now in the

many meeting places throughout the

United States, Canada, and New Zea-
land. It is wonderful to be a fellow

worker with you in this great missionary
cause of the Church. I am so grateful

that this missionary endeavor does not
confine itself to what we call the mis-
sions of the world. It has become and
is now part and parcel of the work of

every stake of Zion, as well as every
mission. It is my hope and prayer to-

night that we are not far distant from
the time when there will be less and
less differentiation between stake mis-
sions and full time missions.

Brethren, my message to you tonight
is that they are one. We are one, and
all of us who have fellowship in this

Church are one in promulgating the
gospel of Jesus Christ to our fellowmen,
wherever we may be, either at home or

abroad. Now that message seems so
simple that you wonder why I would
take the precious time remaining in this

meeting to discuss it further. There

are, however, some details pertaining to

this work which have not permitted us
in the past to proceed with as great a
unity as we might.

Into this great missionary movement
of the Church have come prominently
to the fore what we now call referrals.

Some of our mission presidents love to
call it "sharing the gospel," and in

undertaking to carry out this detail of the
work there has seemed to be sort of

a natural inclination upon the part of

those laboring in the stakes to exclude
the full time missions, and I presume
equal thought on the part of the full

time missions to preclude sharing their

opportunities with the stake missions.

Brethren, this just must not be! Pos-

sibly at the root of this difficulty is the

question of records, of statistics. We
become proud of our performance. We
want to make a showing. We want to

stand at the head of the list. I wonder
if it were possible to devise statistics

which would register what I shall call,

for convenience, our unselfishness in this

respect? What does it matter whether
the stake mission or the full time mission

gets the credit for a baptism? All we
are interested in is the conversion of


