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involved in the use which the full time
missions may make of the facilities of

the wards and the stakes, we want you
bishops and you stake presidents to

determine whether you would like to

absorb that locally as part of your con-
tribution to the great missionary cause,

or want to send the full time missions

a bill for it.

Now we do not want to make that

decision for you. All we want is that

the facilities which the Lord has blessed

us with in the wards and stakes of Zion
be utilized to the fullest extent for the

carrying on of the promulgation of the

gospel, regardless of what agency may
have need for it at the moment. Let
each agency make its own decision as

to its need of these facilities. A ward
should not make this decision for the

mission.

Let me say in conclusion that I am
sure that as we do this we will not only
grow and develop the strength of our
stakes, but we will make it possible for

our bishops to fully fellowship every

convert who comes from the mission. I

hope there is not a bishop in the Church
who will presume to pass judgment upon
what a mission president does in deter-

mining who should be baptized and who
should not. I tell you solemnly this

evening, my brethren, the presidents of

our missions have read the 37th Verse

of the 20th Section of the Doctrine and
Covenants just as often as any bishop,

and are just as much impressed with
the importance of following its mandate
implicitly, but when a stake president

speaks and a convert is baptized, let the

responsibility for that conversion rest

upon the stake president and bishop. It

does not lie within the province of any
bishop to challenge it any more than it

would lie in the mouth of a mission

president to challenge the judgment of

the bishop under like circumstances.

God bless us, brethren, and let us go

forward as one, united in the work of

the Lord, I pray humbly, in the name
of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Brethren we have had great mes-
sages tonight. I hope the vast audience
will have been aroused to the realization

that the enemies to truth are just as

active today as they have been since

Christ was tempted, and before when
two powers stood before the Creator and
each presented his plan.

I hope there will be just as much
realization that the responsibility to

teach the truth rests upon the Priest-

hood of the Church as it ever has done.

This evening, just before coming to

this meeting, I read a line from the

Chief Apostle two thousand years ago.

He addressed the elders of the Church
and said, "I am also an elder and a

witness of Christ, and also a partaker

of the glory that shall be revealed.

Feed the flock of God. Be examples to

the flock. Be sober, vigilant, because

your adversary, the Devil, as a roaring

lion walketh about seeking whom he
may devour, whom resist, steadfast in

the faith, knowing that the same afflic-

tions are accomplished in your brethren
that are in the world." Be examples to

the flock.

Now, a testimony. The older I grow

the more grateful I am for my parents,

for how they lived the gospel in that

old country home. Father used to preach
it, even to visitors who stayed at

the house—and that was a stopping
place for them—both father and mother
lived the gospel.

I have realized throughout this con-

ference, as perhaps never before, that

my testimony of the reality of the ex-

istence of God dates back to that home
when I was a child, and it was through
their teachings and their examples that

I received then the knowledge of the

reality of the spiritual world; and I test-

ify that it is a reality.

It is just as easy for me to accept as

a divine truth the fact that Christ
preached to the spirits in prison while
his body lay in the tomb as it is for me
to look into your faces tonight. His body
was silent. His spirit was in the spir-

itual realm with his father. It is true.

And it is just as easy for me to

realize that one may so live that he
may receive impressions and direct mes-
sages through the Holy Ghost. The
veil is thin between those who hold
the Priesthood and those on the other
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side of the veil. That testimony be-

gan, I repeat, in the home in my youth
because of the example of a father

who honored the Priesthood—and his

wife, who sustained him and lived it

in the home.
I do not know that Peter had that in

mind particularly when he mentioned
being an example to the flock, but I

know that such a home is a part of that

flock. The influence you spread in your
home will go throughout the town, will

go throughout the county, the wards,

and the stakes. The most precious thing

in the world is a testimony of the truth.

Truth never grows old, and the truth

is that God is the source of your Priest-

hood and mine. The truth is that he
lives; that Jesus Christ, the Great High
Priest, stands at the Head of the Church
and that every man who holds the
Priesthood, if he lives properly, soberly,

industriously, humbly and prayerfully,

is entitled to the inspiration and guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit. I know that

is true.

God help us to defend the truth

—

better than that, to live it. Exemplify it

in our homes. What we owe to our
parents we cannot express. Are you
going to have that same influence on
your children, parents—fathers and
mothers? God give you power so to

have that they may be true to the last,

to death if necessary, to the truth of the

gospel of Jesus Christ that magnifies

God, our Father, who looks as our

leader and Saviour, and Redeemer of

the World, to his Beloved son, Jesus

Christ; that they appeared to the Proph-
et Joseph and revealed themselves

in this Dispensation; that his work is

established, nevermore to be thrown
down or given to another people.

Satan is still determined to have
his way, and his emissaries have power
given them today as they have not had
throughout the centuries. Be prepared

to meet conditions that may be severe

—ideological conditions that seem reas-

onable—but depend upon that spirit

within. You are entitled to interpret the

whisperings of the Holy Spirit. They
are real. God is guiding this Church.

Be true to it, loyal to it. Be true to

your families, loyal to them. Protect

your children. Guide them, not arbi-

trarily, but through the kind example
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of a father, a loving mother, and so

contribute to the strength of the Church
by exercising your Priesthood in your
home and in your lives, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

The Salt Lake Tabernacle this evening

has 7,719 men of the Priesthood. The
Assembly Hall and Barratt Hall and
on the grounds, 1,892. We have reports

from 267 of the groups—37,503, making

a total as reported of 47,114 men of the

Priesthood assembled this night. We
have not heard from New Zealand yet.

I wish to thank the Tabernacle Choir

Men's Chorus, and Brother Condie, for

the music they have given us tonight

and the inspirational singing. They
have added dignity to our gathering.

Thank you and God bless you.

The session at ten o'clock tomorrow
morning will be broadcast as a public

service as usual. The Tabernacle Choir
broadcast will be from 8:30 to 9:00 a.m.

Please be in your seats at 8:15 in the

morning. We plead with those who
will be standing out in the doorways
trying to get in the Tabernacle to be
considerate one of another. Please

avoid pushing and crowding. Courtesy
is a great virtue, but we lack it on the
highway in Utah. Let us show to one
another, and especially to our visitors

who are within our city gates, that the
people of the Church, at least, are

courteous.

As thousands leave this great Priest-

hood Meeting tonight, let us keep in

mind the admonition that is constantly
being given us to drive carefully. Let us
have courtesy in the city and on the
highways.

The Tabernacle Choir Men's Chorus
will now sing, "I Need Thee Every
Hour." The benediction will be offered

by President Ernest C. Anderson of the

Union Stake.

The Tabernacle Choir Men's Chorus
sang the hymn, "I Need Thee Every
Hour."

Elder Ernest C. Anderson, president

of the Union Stake, offered the bene-
diction.

Conference adjourned until Sunday
morning, October 9, at 10:00.


