
THIRD DAY

MORNING MEETING

Conference reconvened Sunday morn-
ing, October 9, at 10 o'clock.

(The Tabernacle Choir and Organ
broadcast was presented from 8:30 to

9:00 a.m., in the Tabernacle. See pages
118 to 119 for a full report of this

broadcast.)

The music for this session was fur-

nished by the Salt Lake Tabernacle
Choir, Richard P. Condie, Director.

Frank W. Asper was at the organ con-
sole.

President David O. McKay, who pre-
sided and conducted the services, made
the following introductory remarks:

President David O. McKay:

The fifth session of this General Con-
ference was held last evening at 7:00
in this building, with overflow meetings
in the Assembly Hall and Barratt Hall,
and relayed by closed circuit to members
of the Priesthood assembled in 271
Church buildings in virtually every sec-

tion of the United States and several lo-

cations in Canada, and as far south as

New Zealand. We did not have a com-
plete report, but there were reported in
attendance between 44,000 and 50,000
members of the Priesthood assembled.
The speakers were President Moyle,
Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Council of

the Twelve, and Elder Marion G. Rom-
ney of the Council of the Twelve; and
the Male Chorus of the Tabernacle
Choir furnished the music.
These services this morning in the

sixth session, will be televised by many
circuits here on the western coast and in

order that they may hear the proceed-
ings, we will postpone the usual an-
nouncements until after the first hour.

We are pleased to note the presence

of President Clark this morning.

The Tabernacle Choir, under the

direction of Elder Richard P. Condie
with Frank W. Asper at the organ, will

open these services by singing, "How
Beautiful Upon the Mountains." After

the singing the invocation will be of-

fered by President Lionel M. West of

the El Paso Stake.

the
The

The Tabernacle Choir sang

anthem, "How Beautiful Upon
Mountains."
The opening prayer was offered by

Elder Lionel M. West, president of the

El Paso Stake.

President David O. McKay:

The invocation was offered by Presi-

dent Lionel M. West of the El Paso

Stake.

The Tabernacle Choir will now sing,

"The Heavens Are Telling The Glory

of God," with a trio comprising Albert

Fallows, tenor, Clara McMaster, soprano

and Lloyd Neal, bass, with Richard P.

Condie, conducting, and Frank W.
Asper at the organ.

Following the singing, we will hear

from President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.

Singing by the Choir, "The Heavens
Are Telling The Glory of God."

President David O. McKay:

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. of the

First Presidency of the Church will be
our first speaker this morning.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

First Counselor in the First Presidency

My brothers and sisters, fellow members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, the only true Church on the

face of the earth at this time:

The Lord has been good to me in

giving me the physical strength to be
with you this morning. I often facetious-

ly say as long as you do not think with
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your heels, it does not make much
difference what they do, it is only when
the Lord or somebody begins to interfere

with your head (laughter)—I am uncer-

tain on that point, personally. But I am
grateful to be with you to mingle my
testimony with the testimony of those

who have gone before, that this is the

work of God, that we are doing his

service, that we are working under his

plan, that we are instructing the world
in general, and ourselves in particular,

in the principles of his gospel.

He said to the ancients on this conti-

nent, "I am the Law," and such are his

words. We need to look no further

than to his words to get therefrom the
guides and the principles which will lead

us to eternal life. Time and time and
time again, he said, sometimes involving
the four principles, sometimes three of

them, "I am the life, the light, the way,
and the truth." And such is his message
to us. Such are the principles by which
our lives are to be guided.

I renew to you this morning the testi-

mony I have given to you for over a
quarter of a century, I believe every
conference, a testimony that God lives,

that Jesus is his Son and is the Christ,

a testimony that the Father and the
Son appeared to the Prophet, thus
settling, so far as we are concerned,
forever that the Father and the Son
were personalities and that Jesus spoke
truly when he said, ". . . he that hath
seen me hath seen the Father; . .

."

(John 14:9.)

My brothers and sisters, the way has
been laid down for us. We have no
choice and no necessity for anything
beyond his words and the revelations

of his mind and will which he makes
known to his prophet, who is called,

ordained and set apart, sustained by
your vote to be the prophet, seer, and
revelator of this Church. I renew again

my testimony that the Savior with the

Father came to the Prophet Joseph, that

the Prophet and his associates through
the assistance given to associates, set

up this Church, the only true Church,

as I have already said, that exists upon
the face of the earth.

How I wish we could carry this

thought, this belief, this testimony in

our hearts to the exclusion of all others.

This is a time, nationally, when it hap-
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pens that, so far as my memory goes, for

the first time, the strictly religious prob-

lem has been thrown into the campaign.
Be not disturbed. We are not concerned
ecclesiastically. We have the truth.

Ours is the priesthood. We are the ones

whom God has set up under a system of

government which he revealed, where
we have one man standing at the head,

sustained as I have already said, by
your vote, as the prophet, seer, and
revelator of the Lord to his people. No
one else has any right to declare the

word of the Lord to this people.

I sometimes hear of persons, little

groups, who undertake to direct us along
lines that they think would be useful,

politically. It is time for us to take

notice and act when our prophet, seer,

and revelator tells us what to do. We
are not bound by any small group.

What a glorious thing it is to belong
to the Lord's Church. As I have al-

ready said, it was the Lord who said,

"I am the life, the light, the way, and
the truth," and who said to the people
on this continent, "I am the law," which
meant, of course, that by his atoning
sacrifice he fulfilled all that the law of

Moses contemplated and provided for,

and he alone is the one to whom we
look.

Never forget those words of his to

Martha, when she said, "... I know that

he [Lazarus] shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day."

Christ said to her, "I am the resurrec-

tion, and the life: he that believeth in

me, though he were dead, . .
." (allud-

ing, as I believe, to our ordinances for

the dead) ".
. . yet shall he live:

"And whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die. . .
." (John 11:24-

26.)

"And this is life eternal," said the
Savior in the great prayer, "that they
might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

(Ibid., 17:3.)

And the great purposes of the Lord,
the great purposes of the Father, were
declared to Moses: ".

. . this is my work
and my glory—to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man."
(Moses 1:39.)

How can we, as members of this

Church, forget that great principle?
How can we fail to keep his command-
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merits and to go forward as he has
directed, for that will bring to us the
immortality and eternal life which God
promised. And I would like to say—

I

was about to conclude, to the brethren
of the Church, but unfortunately I fear

I must include the sisters: someday, as a
beginning to your transgression, you may
have to determine whether a cigaret is

worth more than what the Lord prom-
ised; someday, you will have to make
the same determination about a drink
of whiskey; someday, you may have to
determine whether you prefer what the
Lord has promised to an illicit date.

You who have been through the temple
of Almighty God, know your covenants,
your obligations. Never forget them.
Keep the commandments of the Lord.

Very early in his ministry, the Savior,
in that great conversation between him
and Nicodemus, said that the Father
sent the Savior to redeem the world,
not to condemn it. The Lord never
condemns the individual, except on rare
occasions. He condemns the sin. And
I can never forget that the most scath-
ing denunciation that I know of in our
literature, scriptural or otherwise, is

that denunciation which the Savior
made, and which is recorded in the
latter chapters of Matthew, against
hypocrisy. He leaves one almost with
the persuasion that nothing is so bad
as that.

And when you think what hypocrisy
may do—lead you to following a life of
falsehood, making you pretend to be
what you are not, deceiving your fellow
men, sometimes deceiving your wives
and your children! But there is one
whom you do not deceive, and that is

Christ, our Lord. He knows all. Per-
sonally, I have felt that nobody need
keep much of a record about me, except
what I keep myself in my mind, which
is a part of my spirit. I often question
in my mind, whether it is going to re-

quire very many witnesses in addition
to my own as to my wrongdoing, and I

have frequently thought, in making
funeral sermons—I wonder how many
of us there are, who, if it became known
that Jesus was out here at Wendover,
and would be happy to see all who
came to see him, Jesus our Lord, who
knows all that we have done, all that
we have thought, could read our minds

as we would read a book—I wonder how
many of us would have the courage to

go out to Wendover and pay him a

visit. And yet if we were not willing,

had not the courage, it is because we
have not lived and thought and believed

as we should. To me, that is one great

test of how well I am prepared to meet
my Maker.

The Lord helps us. He will give of

his own Spirit even as much as we are

prepared to accept. "I am the way, the

truth, the life, and the light. I am the

law," said the Savior.

Let us try always to learn what the

Lord wants. If we are living the kind

of lives we should live, that I hope we
do live, we will find that no question

ever arises in our minds for determina-

tion as to whether or not we should do
a good deed, take a good course. The
question comes only when we are think-

ing of doing something we should not

do. And on that point, may I say just

a word. "Prayer is the soul's sincere

desire." And in praying, no matter what
our words may be, there will be in the

back of our minds the real prayer, the

real desire, and that will be controlling.

The Lord is merciful. He overlooks

much. He has to. Think of his life,

what he did, what he said. That is your
guide. We sometimes think that the

Savior lived in a Palestine that was free

from trouble, that there were no
murders, no robbings, no thievings.

Have you ever wondered a little why
it was that Peter on that last night in

the Garden happened to be armed with
a sword? His Master's and his own
message had never been to fight in that

way. The Savior said he would make
families fight among themselves, that

their real enemy sometimes would be
father or mother—but I have always
understood that to mean the warfare be-

tween right and wrong, the warfare be-

tween his sayings and the sayings of

the world.

Do you think of the Savior as living

in a Roman civilization with all of the

transgressions, all of the temptations,

all of the evils of that great civilization?

Yet so it was. And yet you will find

nothing in the New Testament of any
evils the Savior ever did of the many
existing in the Roman Empire. I do
not remember any reference, allusion, or
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statement given in the New Testament
showing that the Savior patronized the

Roman circus or the great amphitheaters
which almost crowded the Palestine in

which he lived.

Taking the New Testament alone, you
will gain little idea of the kind of life

the Romans led in Palestine, the kind
of life that the Christ condemned, and
yet as I have already said, it has seemed
to me that the one sin that the Savior

condemned as much as any other was
the sin of hypocrisy—the living of the

double life, the life we let our friends

and sometimes our wives believe, and
the life we actually live.

I repeat what I have already said, we
may think nobody knows of our hy-
pocrisy. As a matter of fact, I doubt
if that assumption can be true. Some-
body does know. But the Lord also

knows, and we make up the record here

in our minds—that part of us which I

think is part of our eternal souls. We
know, and we will never forget.

May the Lord give us strength and
power to overcome evil. May he give

to us men the power to magnify our
priesthood. May he give to us the

knowledge that we hold in our hands
through our priesthood and the exer-

cise of faith, the most powerful force of

which we have any knowledge. It

transcends the forces of nature, as the

Lord showed on more than one occasion.

It is the force by which the worlds were
made. It is at our command, if we so
live that we are entitled to it. But it is

my faith and my belief that the Lord
never gives anyone faith, it being his

gift, that will defeat his purposes.

And when we pray, as I have said

to you on many occasions, I am sure,

pray as he did in Gethsemane. And
have you ever been struck with the
thought that here was the Son praying
to the Father to let the cup of crucifixion

pass by, ".
. . nevertheless not my will,

but thine, be done." (Luke 22:42.) A
few days before in the temple, he had
said, "Father, save me from this hour:
but for this cause came I unto this

hour." (John 12:27.)

I have been struck with the fact that
Deity himself, half mortal for the time,
found himself asking that his destiny
might be changed, but he finished his
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petition, "nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done."

In that spirit we should always ap-

proach our Heavenly Father in prayer.

And when we go to our Heavenly Father

for advice, let us not go to him with
the request that he confirm us in our
desires, but ask humbly and in full faith

that he will give to us of our desires, no
matter what they are or concerning
whom they may be, that which accords

with his will.

I am most grateful to be with you this

morning, to mingle my voice with the

voices of the other brethren who have
testified to you during this conference.

I have listened to you during the entire

conference. I have enjoyed what has

been said. I have regretted my absence.

I am grateful that the Lord has per-

mitted me to come this morning, and I

thank President McKay for giving me
the opportunity to say the few unpre-
meditated words I have said.

I pray the blessings of the Lord to be
upon you and upon all of us. I pray

the blessings of the Lord to be upon
him, the prophet, seer, and revelator of

the Church and the President thereof.

I pray that we will give him the full

measure of support that we have cove-

nanted to give him when we sustained

him by our uplifted hands. That is a

marvelous covenant we make, and as

we make it here, we bind the Church,
for this is a constituent assembly speak-

ing for the Church. God grant his

blessings may be always with us, to help

us, to build us up, to keep us in the

straight and narrow path, even until

the end of life, and may he enable us

to bestow such an impress upon our
families as will enable them in turn to

follow his paths, never forgetting and
applying strictly the great principle he
announced, "I am the way, the truth,

the life, and the light," and as to this

continent, "I am the law," to the end
that we ourselves and our families after

us, may be saved and exalted and re-

united in the hereafter, I humbly pray
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

As President Clark turned to

leave the pulpit, he said,

"Let me tell a story. I remem-


