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this conference from the stirring, open-

ing address of President McKay to the

splendid remarks of Brother Richard L.

Evans, just preceding me. I have caught
this spirit through the glorious sessions

of this conference, receiving reassurance

again that this is the Church of Jesus

Christ, not the church of any man—

a

Church which offers to all men a spir-

itual survival, the opportunity to subdue
the earth and overcome all things for-

eign to enjoying the Spirit of the Lord.

The survival kit for spiritual survival is

equally as small as the one used for

physical survival; let me suggest its size:

just four books, the Bible, Book of Mor-
mon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl

of Great Price—the small editions even

smaller than 9% inches by 6 inches by

3Y2 inches, but what power they con-

tain!

Just before the commencement of this

afternoon's meeting I met several breth-

ren from Hawaii, one of whom I had
not seen for five and a half years at

which time I toured the Hawaiian
Mission, Brother William (Bill) Sproat,

a faithful dedicated Latter-day Saint,

one who truly believes in spiritual sur-

vival. I shall always remember being in

your home away up there on the peak,

the highline that you ride to do your

work, the hospitality that you extended

to us, the depth of your testimony, the

sincerity of your labors to build the

kingdom of God, and what you said to

me today will always live in my mem-

ory: "Oh, this is a dream I never realized

would be fulfilled to be here in Salt

Lake City attending a general confer-

ence." Brother Sproat, one of the many
thousand wonderful, dedicated Latter-

day Saints who live by the precepts of

his spiritual survival kit!

Some of us who live so close to the

pattern might not appreciate the design.

I saw the beautiful design of spiritual

survival at work today as I had the

opportunity of embracing you, Brother
Bill, and others from those glorious

islands of the Pacific.

God bless us that we may survive

spiritually; that we may appreciate the

necessity of keeping our survival kits

complete, tested, and in order constant-

ly, which should include the Lord's

word on how to survive contained in

the four standard works of the Church,
for therein are embodied the way, the

truth, and the light of which President

J. Reuben Clark, Jr., spoke this morning.

God help us so to do, I humbly pray
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

our Savior. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the
Twelve, has just spoken to us. We shall

now hear from Elder EIRay L. Christian-

sen, also Assistant to the Twelve. You
need not be in such a hurry, because we
cannot get in all of them anyhow.

ELRAY L. CHRISTIANSEN

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I should like to place what I had
thought to say in cold storage, even

though by the time I take it out it will

be too cold to use, and just express my
gratitude and appreciation for some
things.

I like the song, "Now, Let Us Rejoice."

In my opinion we do not rejoice enough
in this Church. We have so much
for which to be grateful that we could

rejoice day and night and still not be
sufficiently grateful in our expressions.

I am so thankful for what has been
taught us in this great conference today

and yesterday and the day before. I

think it has been outstanding. I thought
as I sat here how true it is that we
cannot be saved in ignorance of God, in

ignorance of our relationship to God

—

and I thought that as members of this

Church we need not be in ignorance, so

far as knowledge of our relationship to

God is concerned, for surely we are

well taught.

There is no prize so great and so val-

uable as the truth. In the Church we
are taught the truth. We are taught
the proper way to live—the correct, the
right, the happy way to live. We could
search the world over, and we could find
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no better way to live than the right way,
and of course the Lord's way is the

right way.
We are taught to know the right in

all things—how to repent, how to change
our ways. We are taught whom and
how to serve. We are taught the proper

way to enter into the marriage cove-

nant. In fact, the gospel of Jesus Christ

is designed to direct us safely through
this probationary period, that we "may
dwell ... in a state of never-ending
happiness" (Mosiah 2:41) with those

we love. I like that statement from the

Book of Mormon.
We are taught that in the true sense

of the word, God is our Father; that we
are his sons and his daughters, and that

he loves us, and that he is concerned

about our welfare and our fortunes and
our misfortunes. He is desirous that when
this earth mission is completed that

each of us comes home with an honor-

able release from it to dwell with him
in a state of happiness and usefulness.

I am not so interested in heaven unless

I may continue my association with

those I love, and that is all of you, my
brothers and sisters, but especially my
companion, my children, my grandchil-

dren, and my progenitors.

I am grateful to belong to a Church
that teaches that the relationship

between the husband and the wife, be-

tween the father and the mother, and
between the children and the parents, is

intended to be and is eternal in its

nature, if we will just prepare for that

type of relationship. No principle, doc-

trine, or practice is so distinctive or so

appealing to the human reason as is the

perpetuity of the family. The more I

think about the gospel the more I see
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that it revolves about the family and its

eternal association.

When I went home at noon, I picked
up a letter from a boy written in his

own handwriting. He is eleven years
old.

(As you know, in the temple the op-
portunity is given to place names of

those who are ill or afflicted on a roll

where they are remembered in our
prayers.) The letter reads:

"Dear Temple Worker: Will you
please enter my dad's name on the
prayer roll because we want him to be-
come a member of the Church and
take Mom and us kids to the temple.
We sincerely hope and pray that our
Heavenly Father will help him to keep
the Word of Wisdom. His name is

Sincerely your brother,

, 11 years old."

That tells the story of what is in the
heart of a boy who loves his parents,

who loves them enough to desire their

association beyond this earth life. Some-
times the children must lead the parents
on the way.

I am grateful that my Father in heaven
is a patient Father. If he will stay with
me, I am determined to stay with him,
to stay with that which is true to the
end of my days.

God bless us, brothers and sisters,

that we may rejoice; that we may receive

thankfully; that we may live worthy of

the bounteous blessings that God ex-

tends to us, that we will share with our
nonmember friends the truth as it has
been revealed; and that we may bear
testimony, not alone in words, but in
deeds and in action and in doing good
to others, I pray humbly in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

We must take time before the closing

song and benediction to express a word
of appreciation to those who have con-

tributed to the success and comfort of

those who have attended this great con-

ference. I wish first to mention the

officers of this city who have watched
with care the number of automobiles

and their occupants and guided so suc-

cessfully the hundreds of cars and taken

care of the thousands of people who

have surrounded the block and driven
to and fro. You have noticed them on
every corner—their courtesy, their atten-

tion, their protecting and guiding care,

and in your behalf, in behalf of the
General Authorities particularly, I ex-

press thanks to the city government, and
to the police who have protected your
interests so carefully and so ably.

To the General Authorities we ex-

press deep appreciation for the inspira-


