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be in attendance at this Conference. I

think it is an excellent sign. It indi-

cates that the future of the Church
and the nation will be in good hands
when young people manifest such
interest.

We shall begin this session by the

Combined Choirs of the Logan Institute

of Religion and the Utah State Uni-
versity singing, "The Creation," con-
ducted by James L. Bradley, following

which the invocation will be offered

by Elder Walter E. Trauffer, presi-

dent of the Swiss Temple at Bern,
Switzerland.

The opening number by the Com-
bined Choirs was, "The Creation."

The invocation was offered by Elder
Walter E. Trauffer, president of the

Swiss Temple.

Second Day

President David O. McKay:

The invocation was just offered by
Elder Walter E. Trauffer, president of

the Swiss Temple at Bern, Switzerland.

The Combined Choirs of the Logan
Institute of Religion and the Utah
State University will now sing, "I Need
Thee Every Hour." After the singing,

President Joseph Fielding Smith, Presi-

dent of the Twelve, will speak to us.

Singing by the Combined Choirs, "I

Need Thee Every Hour."

President David O. McKay:

President Joseph Fielding Smith,

President of the Twelve, will be our

first speaker. He will be followed by
Elder Milton R. Hunter of the First

Council of Seventy.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I trust that I may have the guidance of

the Spirit of the Lord in what I may
say.

I will commence by quoting from the

nineteenth chapter of Matthew:
"The Pharisees also came unto him,

tempting him, and saying unto him. Is

it lawful for a man to put away his

wife for every cause?

"And he answered and said unto
them. Have ye not read, that he which
made them at the beginning made them
male and female,

"And said. For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall

cleave to his wife: and they twain shall

be one flesh?

"Wherefore they are no more twain,

but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put
asunder." (Matt. 19:3-6.)

In the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, marriage is performed
for those who love the truth and desire

to belong to the family of God, as

spoken of by Paul in the third chapter
of Ephesians, wherein he says:

"For this cause I bow my knees unto
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

"Of whom the whole family in

heaven and earth is named." (Eph.
3:14-15.)

Is there a family in heaven and in

earth? Yes. That family is composed
of those who go to the temple of the

Lord and there are sealed or married

for time and for all eternity according

to the law of the Lord. Marriage is to

be eternal, just as the Lord declares

here in the words that I have read,

and when a man and a woman go to

the house of the Lord and are married

for time and for all eternity, they take

upon them certain covenants that they

will be true and faithful in that union.

Those covenants are made in the pres-

ence of God and angels at the altar in

the temple of the Lord. How, then, can

a man and a woman with the love of

God in their hearts ever turn away from
the solemn covenants that they make
that they will be true and faithful all

the days of their lives in mortality and
that their faithfulness will continue

after death? That is the covenant that

they make.

Now, the Lord says further in an-

swer to the Pharisees query:
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"They say unto him, Why did Moses
then command to give a writing of

divorcement, and to put her away?
"He saith unto them, Moses because

of the hardness of your hearts suffered

you to put away your wives: but from
the beginning it was not so.

"And I say unto you. Whosoever shall

put away his wife, except it be for

fornication, and shall marry another,

committeth adultery: and whoso mar-
rieth her which is put away doth com-
mit adultery.

"His disciples say unto him. If the

case of the man be so with his wife, it

is not good to marry." (Matt. 19:7-10.)

Now, evidently they did not get the

full significance of the Savior's words.

In the temple of the Lord, a couple
goes to be sealed or married for time
and all eternity. Children born in that

union will be the children of that

father and mother not only in mortal
life but in all eternity, and they be-

come members of the family of God
in heaven and on earth, as spoken of

by Paul, and that family order should
never be broken. The Lord tried to

impress this upon his disciples that it

was only because of the hardness of

the hearts of the people, because they

failed to keep the commandments that

the Lord had given them that Moses
greuited the putting away of the

wife. Today the laws are different, and
sometimes men put away their wives,

and sometimes wives put away their

husbands, but a marriage in the temple
of the Lord should be one that should
be considered sacred and holy, never to

be violated in any way whatsoever,
because it means that those who enter

into such a covenant shall continue
after death and have eternal increase

and build a kingdom.

Now, if there is ever a divorce be-

tween a man and a woman married in

the temple for time and all eternity, it

is because they, one or the other or

both, have violated the covenants that

they made at the altar of the Lord,

otherwise they could not separate, and
the Lord never intended that a man and
a woman be separated in death, but
that this marriage was one for eternity.

There was no separation in death, and
one of the greatest sins that can be

committed is for a man and a woman
to separate after they have been sealed

in the house of the Lord to become
sons and daughters of God and mem-
bers of his household, and to have
children come to them, sent by divine

approval to be in that household not
only for time but for all eternity.

Now how in the world a man and a
woman can go to the temple and there

be sealed and make their solemn cove-

nants that they will be true and faithful

before the Lord, and then the time
comes when one of them is dissatisfied,

maybe both, and they want to separate!

They are committing one of the great

crimes that could be committed, if they
have children. Those children bom to

them have a right to the companionship
of father and mother, and father and
mother are imder obligations before

their Eternal Father to be true to each
other and raise those children in light

and truth, that they may in the eterni-

ties to come, be one—a family within

the great family of God, as spoken of

by Paul.

It is only because of transgression on
the part of the wife or of the husband,
or perhaps on the part of both, when a

couple has been married in the temple
of the Lord, and then separate. If they

were true to their covenants, to the

obligations that they have made to each
other at the altar in the house of the

Lord, they could not separate, and if

they have children, they are not only
committing a crime against themselves,

but they are harming those children and
robbing them of blessings that they
were born entitled to receive.

The Savior is very emphatic in his

answer to these Pharisees. If the law
was true in the days of the Savior and
his words are according to the law, then
it seems to me that that law has not
changed in the Dispensation of the Ful-

ness of Times. It is only through sin

and the transgression of the law that a

separation can come that would divide

father and mother and leave the chil-

dren stranded and perhaps to be
received into some other family by adop-
tion, because parents have lost their

faith and have turned away from the

covenants they solemnly made before

God and angels.
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How members of the Church can
do such a thing appears to me as a
mystery. It can be explained, of course.

They do it because they have lost the
spirit of the gospel. That divorce comes
to them because they are not keeping
the commandments that the Lord gave
to them, because they have permitted
darkness to enter into their souls.

I think I can say here safely and
truthfully that no judge in this world
in any court of the land can annul a
marriage for time and all eternity. He
may separate the husband and wife by
legal enactments so far as this world is

concerned, but he cannot separate that
husband and wife so far as the next
world is concerned. Only the President

of the Church has authority to cancel

sealings, and when the man and his

wife lose their faith and go to the

courts and get a separation, and then
go out and marry according to the laws
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of the land, they are not culpable be-

fore the law of the land, but they are

before the kingdom of God and what the
Savior says here in this revelation is

absolutely true:

".
. . Whosoever shall put away his

wife, except it be for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adul-

tery: and whoso marrieth her which is

put away doth commit adultery." (Matt.

19:9.) May the Lord bless you all,

I ask in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Joseph Fielding Smith,
President of the Council of the Twelve,
has just concluded speaking. Elder
Milton R. Hunter of the First Council
of Seventy will now speak to us. He
will be followed by Elder William J.

Critchlow, Jr.

ELDER MILTON R. HUNTER

Of the First Council of the Seventy

My dear brethren and sisters, I desire

today to speak briefly upon what I

consider to be the greatest event that

ever occured in ancient America

—

namely, the visitation to the Nephites
of Jesus Christ after his resurrection and
the great work that he did among them.

Five years before the birth of Christ,

Samuel the Lamanite stood upon the

walls of the city of Zarahemla and
predicted the signs of the birth and of

the death of Jesus. He asserted that,

at his birth, there should be a day and
a night and a day of continuous light

as if it were one day, and a new star

should appear. Since Jesus Christ is the

light and the life of the world, no more
appropriate sign or symbol of his birth

into mortality could have been given.

Neither could a more appropriate sign

of his death have been given than three

days of darkness, the light and the life

going out of the world.

We read in the Book of Mormon,
"And it came to pass in the thirty and

fourth year, in the first month, on the
fourth day of the month, there arose a
great storm, such an one as never had
been known in all the land.

"And there was also a great and
terrible tempest; and there was terrible

thunder, insomuch that it did shake

the whole earth as if it was about to

divide asunder. . . .

"And behold, the rocks were rent in

twain; they were broken up upon the

face of the whole earth, . . .

"And it came to pass that there was
thick darkness upon all the face of the

land, . . .

"And there was not any light seen,

neither fire, nor glimmer, neither the
sun, nor the moon, nor the stars, for

so great were the mists of darkness which
were upon the face of the land. . .

."

(3 Nephi 8:5 «.)

These tremendous convulsions of na-
ture not only impressed the Nephites
greatly so that they recorded them in

their history, but the memory of them
also stayed in the minds of the

Lamanites, or the American Indians, for

fifteen hundred years. Shortly after the

discovery of America, the Catholic mis-
sionaries and explorers learned that the

American Indians had a tradition of the
great convulsions of nature that took

place at the time of Christ's death. For


