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GENERAL CONFERENCE

CHURCH OF THE AIR
Third Day

Columbia Broadcasting System's
Church of the Air was presented at

7:35 a.m. Sunday, April 9, 1961. The
program was as follows:

The Tabernacle Choir, under the
direction of Richard P. Condie, fur-

nished the music for this service, with
Frank W. Asper at the organ. Richard
L. Evans was the announcer.

Music: Organ and humming choir:

"Sweet Is The Work."
Announcer: The Church of the Air

is presented by CBS Radio so that

representatives of many faiths may ad-
dress a nationwide congregation. Today's
service, presented by the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comes
to you from the Mormon Tabernacle
on Temple Square, through the facili-

ties of station KSL in Salt Lake City,

Utah. Our speaker is Elder Mark E.

Petersen, a member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles of the Church.
Music is by the Tabernacle Choir,
directed by Richard P. Condie.

With the music of George Careless
and the words by Parley P. Pratt, the
Choir sings these words of faith and
solid assurance: "The morning breaks,

the shadows flee; Lo, Zion's standard is

unfurled! The dawning of a brighter

day, Majestic rises on the world."

(The Choir Sang: "The Morning
Breaks, The Shadows Flee."—Careless.)

Announcer: With the music of

Charles Gounod, arranged by Nobel
Cain, the Tabernacle Choir turns to an
earnest moving song of pleading and
repentance: "O Divine Redeemer."

(The Choir Sang: "O Divine Re-
deemer."—Gounod.

)

Announcer: We hear now on this

Church of the Air Service Elder Mark
E. Petersen, author, newspaper pub-
lisher, and member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, fre-

quently referred to as the Mormon
Church. Today's talk is titled: "Our
Need for Better Parents."

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I wish to talk with you today about
our youth, our homes, and our future.

May I first remind you that students

of youthful trends and activities empha-
size the fact that our juvenile problem
is now more than ever an adult prob-
lem, and that the only way to solve it

is to provide our youth with better

parents.

There can be no doubt that children

learn most of their moral behavior
within the family and that behavior
patterns are fixed at an early age. To
change them later in life is such a

slow and difficult task that many con-
sider it almost impossible. Hence, the

only way to build good adults for the

future is to provide children with better

parents now.

In a recent address Mr. J. Edgar
Hoover, the head of the F.B.I., ex-

pressed this thought: "Given discipline,

young people will learn self-discipline;

given training, they will learn to live

useful lives. In almost every case, the

failure to develop character is directly

attributable to a lack of proper influ-

ence and guidance in the home."
Surveys and studies made in various

parts of the United States indicate that

80 per cent of our delinquent children

say that they had no real family life,

and that their parents were too busy
with other things to give them any
guidance. Nearly all of these de-

linquents said that there was no re-

ligion in their homes, and that their

parents set them a bad example.

Lack of Religion

Lack of religion is characteristic of

delinquent families. It is interesting to

note that a police report from one large

American city showed that 84 per cent

of the juvenile criminals in that city

did not attend any church. A juvenile

court judge in Michigan reports that

last year, 91 per cent of the youngsters

appearing in his court had no religious

training.
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Lack of faith among children gener-

ally reflects the attitude of their parents.

If the parents have no religion, they can
hardly teach it to their children. And
yet, religion is our best deterrent to

juvenile crime.

Mr. Hoover analyzes the problem in

this way: "The basic cause of the

present (juvenile delinquency) situation

is that so many of our young people
have no real sense of moral responsi-

bility which comes from an intimate
knowledge of God's teachings. The
tragic void of God and Prayer in their

lives weakens our homes and our Na-
tion's welfare."

America seems to have forgotten that

true religion is the very source of its

freedom and strength, because nearly
half the parents of this land appear to

withhold religion from their children.

Does it shock you to learn that al-

most 50 per cent of our population be-

longs to no church at all?

Do you know the price which the
irreligious have to pay for their rejec-

tion of God?

Antidote to Communism

It is a well-known fact that Com-
munism is rooted in the irreligious. It

is anti-religion and anti-Christ. Do we
want Communism in America? When
nearly half of our population is irreli-

gious are you not frightened by the fact

that Communism is based upon a re-

jection of religion? Living the Gospel
of Christ is our strongest antidote to

Communism.
Crime, which is increasing at an

alarming rate in America, also is rooted

in the irreligious. It too is anti-Christ,

violates the Golden Rule which deals

with our treatment of our fellowman,
and which Christ taught during his

earthly ministry.

Crime is selfish, brutal, and deceitful.

Do we want criminals and gangsters to

run our country? Is it within the range
of possibility since so many of our peo-

ple have practically banished all forms

of religion from their lives, setting aside

the very basis of character-building,

honesty, and integrity?

Mr. Hoover has said that either faith

in God must triumph in the United

States, or we will be dominated by crim-

inals and Communists.
Is being irreligious worth the price

we must pay for it? Are ease, pleasure,

and irresponsibility worth the price we
must pay for an abandonment of good
character?

Is there any real joy in wickedness,

weakness, or carelessness? Is ignoring

God the way to enduring happiness?

America may well remember that it

is in Godless countries where people

are slaves. It is in Godless countries

where dictators reign, and where iron

curtains shut out all freedom and op-

portunity for the average individual. In

such countries worship of God is pun-
ished in many subtle ways because dic-

tators know from past history that there

is power and strength in religion, while
it is their plan to keep their people weak
and subdued.
In homes where parents are irreligious,

the children grow up without God,
without faith, or prayer, or the spiritual

strength which builds good character.

Parents As Examples

In our love of pleasure and money-
making, we too often neglect to set our

children examples in good living, in

dealing fairly and honestly with their

fellows, in telling the truth, in doing

unto others as they would be done by,

in learning to respect law and order,

in reading good books and seeing to it

that their homes contain many of them;

in looking on honest work as a duty

and a privilege.

Many children now-a-days know but

little about work, except that it is for

the other fellow, and yet it is one of

the first laws God ever gave to man.

Not one among us, if we gave it any
thought, would purposely and with de-

sign nurture in the hearts of our chil-

dren the seeds of failure and crime. Yet

these seeds grow in a lack of faith in

God, a rejection of church activity, a

neglect of the simple habits which make
parents and children a family, and
which make a house a home.

We must learn to become better par-

ents. We must build better homes. We
can do this by showing our children the

attention they deserve. We can provide

them with the companionship they
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need, and set before them good exam-
ples in our own lives.

We can do many things together as

a family. We can plan family recrea-

tion, and family work and responsibility

from earliest childhood. Each child

should have his own definite duties as-

signed to him, whether it be to help
mother with the housework, or wash
the car, or lend a hand with the yard
work. Regularity of work responsibili-

ties is vital to the development of

children.

Truth and honesty should be held
before them constantly. There can be
no success without integrity. We rob
our loved ones of their opportunities if

we fail to prepare them for the advance-
ment which can be made only upon
the principles of good character.

Above all we can teach our children
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It

is the foundation of good character.

It is the way to success.

Live the Gospel

We can study the Gospel ourselves

and live it. We can worship God in

our homes. We can become active in

our church and teach our children to

do likewise.

Do you think that the children will

resent it? Statistics show that 85 per

cent of the young people of America
hope their parents will give them lead-

ership in religious and character-build-

ing matters. Delinquent children admit
that there was no such training in

their homes.
Then as parents, let us acknowledge

that lack of leadership on our part in

giving OUT children spiritual and char-

acter-building instruction may result in

serious difficulty for them.

Let us be willing to face the fact that

we really are the custodians and the

guardians of our little ones, and that
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if we neglect that guardianship we do
them irreparable harm.
We must not surrender our guardian-

ship. Both the law of the land and the

law of God make us the heads of our
homes. Let us take the leadership

there, assert our position and lead our

children in love and kindness, but with
firm and intelligent discipline, into the

paths of right.

For the love of our children, for the

sake of their future development, for

their happiness and well being, let us

restore family life and the true worship
of God to our homes. Let us keep faith

with our families. Their destiny is in

our hands.

(The Choir sang: "I Know That My
Redeemer Lives."—Edwards.)

Announcer: From the Choir we have
heard the music of a h5mm tune by
Lewis D. Edwards which recalls the

witness of these words: "I Know That
My Redeemer Lives."

And now from the Tabernacle Choir
we hear the comforting strengthening
words of a New Testament text, with
music from the Crucifixion by Sir John
Stainer: "God so loved the world, that

He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoso believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life."

(The Choir sang: "God So Loved
The World."—Stainer.)

Music: Organ and humming choir:

"Sweet Is The Work."
Annoimcer: You have been attending

CBS Radio's Church of The Air. To-
day's service came to you from the

Mormon Tabernacle on Temple Square,

through the facilities of station KSL in

Salt Lake City, Utah. Our speaker was
Elder Mark E. Petersen, a member of

the Coimcil of the Twelve Apostles of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Music was by the Tabernacle
Choir, directed by Richard P. Condie.

SALT LAKE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR
AND ORGAN BROADCAST

The following broadcast, written and
announced by Richard L. Evans, and
originating with Station KSL, Salt Lake
City, Utah was presented from 9:35 to

10:00 a.m. Sunday, April 9, 1961,

through the courtesy of Columbia

Broadcasting System's network, through-
out the United States, parts of Canada,
and through other facilities to several

points overseas. The broadcast was as

follows:

(The organ played, "As the Dew


