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sonal God and his divine truth, life

can be so dehghtful and beautiful.

As a matter of fact, it is glorious just

to be alive. Joy, even ecstasy, can be
experienced in the consciousness of

existence. There is supreme satisfaction

in sensing one's individual entity and
in realizing that that entity is part of

God's great creative plan. There are

none so poor, none so rich, sick, or
maimed who may not be conscious of

this relationship.

I know that for not a few of us the

true joy of living is overcast by trials,

failures, worries, and perplexities inci-

dent to making a living and attempting

to achieve success. Tear-bedimmed eyes

are often blind to the beauties that sur-

round us. Life sometimes seems a

parched and barren desert, when, as a

matter of fact, there is comfort, even

happiness within our grasp if we could
or would but reach for it.

The Lord has given us life, and with
it free agency; and eternal life is his

greatest gift to man.
To the Church in all the world the

message of the First Presidency, the

Council of the Twelve, and the other
General Authorities is: Be true and loyal

to the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.

"Be of good courage, and he shall

strengthen your heart, all ye that hope
in the Lord." (Psalm 31:24.)

God help us so to be true, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen, Assistant

to the Twelve, will now speak to us.

He will be followed by Elder Marion
D. Hanks.
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Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

With you, my brothers and sisters, I

have been deeply moved by the message
of President McKay this morning—so

timely, so fitting, so true! He is, indeed,

the prophet of God in this day. To this

I testify! I know also that God lives,

that Jesus is the Christ, and that through

the restoration of the gospel he has

given a divine plan for living which
will help all of us who adhere to it

to avoid the pitfalls and the sorrows

that will surely come if we depart

therefrom. If ever there were a day in

the world when the gospel of Jesus

Christ is needed, it is today! It is

needed to give us fortitude and direction.

The gospel is more than something
just to talk about, however. It is a

design for living, for successful living,

for happy living. It calls for deeds,

action, and proper conduct on the part

of each and all of us. Its principles are

not limited to the payment of tithing,

the Word of Wisdom, keeping holy the

Sabbath day—they are part of the gos-

pel, of course, and are very important,

but the gospel embraces all truth and
the application of all virtues. "We be-

lieve in being honest, true, chaste,

benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good

to all men. ... If there is an5^hing
virtuous, lovely, or of good report or

praiseworthy, we seek after these

things." (Thirteenth Article of Faith.)

The principles enunciated in that

Article of Faith are designed to help us

to become more refined, more reliable,

more peaceable, more Christlike.

One of the virtues mentioned is

benevolence, which is the disposition

to do good, to be kind, to be charitable

to others. Among the beautiful princi-

ples taught the multitude by Jesus upon
the mountain was this: "Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that

men should do to you, do ye even so

to them: . .
." (Matt. 7:12.) This is often

referred to as the Golden Rule. It is

another version of the second great

commandment, "Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself." (Mark 12:31.)

Laws, rules, regulations are designed
to give society a more safe and a more
orderly way of living. But it is under-
standable that even though we have
innumerable laws, both civil and eccle-

siastical, to direct us, laws cannot be
made to cover each specific act or each
transaction that we make. For this

reason we must develop a conscience
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attuned to the will of the Lord. We
must develop a feeling of obligation to

do what is right. We must countenance
no subterfuge, no evasiveness. When
correct laws are not written to guide us,

we must conduct ourselves by correct

principles, by high standards of personal

ethics.

To illustrate: An opportunist, know-
ing that he was protected by the letter

of the law, was led to exploit and take

advantage of a widow who was not
versed in the law and by clever maneu-
vering caused her to lose her property

and her savings while technically he
was within the law. He was led to do
this unjust deed because he was not
sensitive to correct principles or the

desire to do good. Rather he was moti-

vated by a desire for personal gain even
at the expense of another.

In the Bible we read: "Thou shalt not
defraud thy neighbour, neither rob
him: . .

." (Lev. 19:13.)

In contrast to this selfish exploitation,

consider the report that was given in

the Relief Society conference held earlier

this week. With the desire to do
good—224,000 hours were spent in com-
passionate service; 775,000 hours spent

by these sisters in welfare service, doing

good unto their neighbors.

True greatness and integrity are

found together in men. Great minds
are motivated by self-sacrifice, not by
self-seeking. Strong men have the moral
courage to choose the right above eco-

nomic advantage, even though it may
be within the letter of the law for them
to do otherwise.

".
. . whatsoever ye would that men

should do to you, do ye even so to

them." (Matt. 7:12.)

Now, to what degree is this principle

being applied in your life and in mine?
Do we take all that we can get for a

commodity or for a service, or do we
accept a reasonable and fair return?

When I was a youth, I was greatly

impressed by the honor and fairness of

a man in the community who offered

for sale his hay at a certain price a ton.

When others told him that because of

scarcity he could obtain a higher price

for the hay, he replied, "I know, I

know. But if I were buying the hay I

would not want to pay more than the
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price I have set, so why should I require

my neighbor to pay more?"
True religion is the activated love of

God and of neighbor. It is based on good
deeds, not good intentions, not merely
good words.

The Article of Faith that I have re-

ferred to states: "We believe in being
true," which means that we are true

to a trust, we can be relied upon, we
are upright in our dealings.

Some years ago I arranged with a fine

man to purchase a building lot in Logan.
It was a choice lot in a choice place, the
only lot left in the area. The price was
agreed upon, and I offered some earnest

money, so-called, to bind the agreement
until the deed was prepared, but the

owner said, "In my dealings, I never
require down payments. You can pay
me when the deed is ready." During
the time he was preparing the papers,

he received two or three other offers

at a price considerably higher. He could

have sold at a higher price, but he did
not. "That is what we agreed upon,"
he said. His word was as good as his

bond.

Dr. James E. Talmage has reminded
us in his writings, "Religion without
morality, professions of godliness with-

out charity. Church membership without
adequate responsibility as to honorable
individual conduct in daily life, are but
as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals,
noise without music, the words [of a
prayer] without the spirit of prayer."

One does not truly love the Lord
unless he lives according to the moral
principles that he has given us. "...
whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them."
(Idem.) That is a grand principle, so

simple, so just.

Now, if I wish to help make this a

better world, I should begin by im-
proving myself. As someone said, "Oh,
Lord, reform the world, beginning with
me." If this principle were practised in

our homes—love, respect, unselfishness

would aboimd. If this principle were
practised in our communities—robberies,

assaults, and even many traffic acci-

dents would be avoided. If this prin-

ciple were practised by mankind
generally, the dangers threatening us

would vanish; wickedness would ulti-

mately cease, waste of public funds
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would be eliminated; strikes would be
unnecessary; peace would prevail.

Even though revolutionary changes
are taking place all over the world,
even in our own land, we must remem-
ber that God has not changed. Virtue,

honesty, trust, a desire to do good, a

desire to be helpful are still basic and
indispensable principles of the gospel of

Jesus Christ.

In the first section of the Doctrine
and Covenants, we are told that ". . .

the Lord shall come to recompense
unto every man according to his work,
and measure to every man according

to the measure which he has measured
to his fellow man." (D&C 1:10.)

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them." (Matt. 7:12.)

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen, Asso-
ciate to the Twelve, has just addressed
us. Brother Marion D. Hanks of the
First Council of the Seventy will be our
next speaker.
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Of the First Council of the Seventy

Brother Christiansen's quotation makes
me think of another attributed to an
ancient, who said, "Lord, make me
good, but not yet." That which we
would hope the Lord might do for us

we had best begin to do for ourselves,

with prayer and seeking his blessings,

now, while there is time.

It was a glorious experience this morn-
ing to look into your faces and shake
hands with many of you and nod at

others. I sat recalling the many places

where I have been blessed to see you
and thought that I have seldom been
willing to comfort myself that I have
contributed greatly to you, but that I

have always come away thanking the

Lord for what you have contributed to

me. In the years of my association with
you through the stakes and missions and
in the institutions of the Church, I have
yet to be imposed upon by one filthy

word or unworthy idea or evil story. I

have had association under other cir-

cumstances, and I thank God for the

fellowship of the members of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints and for the fellowship of people

of good will outside that Church who
share common objectives and who have
loyalty and devotion in their own way
to their own faiths and persuasions.

But it is to this group this morning
that I would hope to address a thought
or two which seem to me at this

moment to be of extreme significance.

Charles Malik, the former president of

the United Nations General Assembly,
a great diplomat and man, a time ago
made this statement: "We—all of us

—

need a mighty spiritual revival. The
ideal of a settled, successful, selfish life

is wholly inadequate. One craves to

see great themes sought and discussed,

great causes espoused. One bums for

the reintroduction into life of the pur-
suit of greatness. Everywhere I go I

find people sitting on the edge of their

seats, waiting to be shown the way.

"There are infinite possibilities, both
material and moral, to vindicate free-

dom against unfreedom, joy of living

against tyranny, man against all that is

subhuman and inhuman, truth against

darkness and falsehood, and God against

the devil and his works. The time is

here not for pessimism and despair, but
for a vast advance on many fronts."

I believe that these words are true.

They reflect the experience I have
had. They have been stated in his own
way by President McKay this morning,
and I sat thinking of what the Lord has
said to bulwark and sustain and lay the

foundation for optimism and faith in

this time of apprehension and uncer-

tainty and discontent and fear.

There was a little band of struggling

people in Harmony, Pennsylvania, in

1829. There was not yet a Church;
there was not yet a published Book of

Mormon. There was a man with a


