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"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God."
(Matthew 5:9.)

From this scripture, which is a part

of the Sermon on the Mount, I gather
there is a peace to be had. It is avail-

able for all mankind if we desire it.

Peace can be had. We must study and
learn of God's desires for us. We must
pray about it. Indeed, we must live

the law; then we have a peace in our
hearts and will truly be peacemakers,
the children of God.

I believe in the scriptures as they have
been restored. I believe that we can
have peace in a troubled world. I be-

lieve we can have peace in a troubled

home. I believe we can have peace in

a troubled life. It can be had for the

price which I have stated; not for money
nor for any material amount.

I said we must study and do the
things which will make for peace. Paul,

the apostle, in his epistle to the Romans
said: "Let us therefore follow after the

things which make for peace, and things

wherewith one may edify another.

"For the kingdom of God is . . . right-

eousness and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost." (Romans 14:17, 19.)

Paul had an evidence of peace. Here
was a man, yes, who had fought the

Christ, who had fought the principles

which will bring peace. Yet after he
had received conviction of the truthful-

ness of the Savior's message and of his

divinity as the Son of God, he received

a peace in his heart, and he could not

be swayed from righteousness but used
his energies, his talents, in going for-

ward to teach this great message of

which he received a conviction. Yes,

Paul did the things which will bring

peace into the hearts of all mankind.

Peace can only come to individuals,

communities, states, nations, and the

world by the acceptance of the greatest

story ever told, by acceptance of the

greatest life that was ever lived, by
acceptance of the greatest example
that was ever shown, by acceptance of

the greatest Teacher who ever taught,

the author of salvation and exalta-

tion, the Prince of Peace, Jesus the

Christ, the Divine Son of God. This
I know in every fiber of my being.

The gospel of Jesus Christ has always

been the gospel of peace, regardless of

when there has been a dispensation of

the gospel upon the earth. I recall the

words of the Lord to the Prophet

Joseph Smith which indicated that there

is no change in the gospel of Jesus

Christ, even in this dispensation.

In the midst of great persecution

when the Saints were being persecuted

in June of 1834 at Zion's Camp on
Fishing River, the Prophet Joseph re-

ceived a revelation from the Lord which
is recorded in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, ".

. . lift up an ensign of peace,

and make a proclamation of peace unto

the ends of the earth; . .
." (D&G

105:39.)

We, here today, one hundred and
twenty-eight years after this revelation

was received, can visualize what has

been accomplished towards establishing

peace in the earth. Think of itl We see,

as we look back over the span of time
today, the thousands of missionaries

who have been out in the world to

carry this message of peace to all man-
kind, unselfishly postponing their school-

ing, leaving their homes and loved ones

to deliver this message which will bring

peace into the hearts of men. We vis-

ualize the erection of fourteen temples.

We visualize 356 stakes organized
and over 3,000 wards and many
branches, sixty-eight missions, approxi-

mately 12,000 missionaries out at the

present time, delivering this message of

peace, literally to the ends of the earth.

From study and from prayer, there

comes great faith which motivates all

who have a firm and solid conviction

of the truth. There is born a desire

truly to be publishers of peace. I think
of a mother writing to a son in one of

the missions which I have visited in the

South Pacific. He had indicated to

her, knowing her circumstances, a
widowed mother, the possibility that

she was having financial difficulties, and
he earnestly wanted to stay to fill the
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two and one half years required in a

foreign mission where a language has to

be learned. He let me read the letter

she wrote him in return: "Son, you
will stay out on your mission even
if I have to scrub floors to earn money
sufficient to keep you there."

Then I think of a husband and wife
who had five sons go out into the mis-
sion field; the sixth son had reached the
required age to go. Not having suffi-

cient funds, they went to the bank and
placed a mortgage on their home to

assure him finances to fill his mission
that he might carry this message of

peace to mankind. I am grateful tor

that kind of faith.

In May we had a missionary confer-

ence on the island of Rarotonga in the
Cook Islands. All the missionaries had
arrived but two. These two were nine
days on the water, coming over 640
miles in a small craft, being buffeted

about the Pacific, and I want to tell you,
you can be buffeted about the Pacific

in those small boats, inter-island boats.

One of these young men had been made
the counselor in the mission presidency

at the conference, and it would be un-
necessary for him to return to the island

from which he came, but he said, "The
work has just begun there, and we can
see real fruits of our labors, and I

would like to go back," though he was
going to be bounced about in the same
type of craft for another eight or nine
days. This he did that he might deliver

his message of peace to the island peo-
ple. Faith-promoting stories like these

could be multiplied thousands of times
if time permitted. When peace comes
into our souls, we have a desire to share
it with others as Paul of old.

I am grateful for all the mission presi-

dents of the South Pacific. I spent ten
months down there in the last year and
three quarters. All the mission presi-

dents of the South Pacific are opening
up their homes, entertaining and teach-
ing men of state, leaders of government,
business and civic groups, teaching this

message of peace. It has been my privi-

lege to attend many such occasions.

While on one of the large ocean liners

in the South Pacific recently, I visited

with the captain. He related that he
had had many of our young missionaries

on his ship over the years, and he said
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he had been deeply impressed with
young men of such fine caliber. He had
observed they didn't drink tea, coffee,

liquor, or use tobacco. Their language

and conversation was clean and above-

board. They appeared to be morally

clean. They did not take the name of

the Lord in vain. He admired their

integrity. He said, "You have the great-

est peace corps in the world." I sincerely

thanked him for this truthful statement.

Then I reflected, as I thought of this

experience; not only are the full-time

missionaries a peace corps, but this peace

corps extends, including all members of

the Church: truly the greatest peace
corps in the world with the full and true

message of the Lord Jesus Christ if all

members, individually, accept the re-

sponsibility to teach this message of

peace by example as well as by precept.

In contemplating this responsibility for

the entire membership of the Church,
I quote from a talk given by President

David O. McKay: "The Gospel of Peace
should find its most fruitful effects in

the homes of Church members. Chil-

dren to be healthy and happy should

have a favorable mental, emotional and
spiritual atmosphere in the home. It is

inconsistent to go abroad to proclaim

peace if we have not peace in our own
lives and homes." Truly the home
should be the birthplace of peace.

Then we have a religion in action as

we take advantage of all the opportuni-
ties within the Church; through the

priesthood quorums, the Sunday School,

Relief Society, MIA, Young Men's and
Young Women's organizations, the

Primary, genealogical organizations, in-

stitutes, seminaries, ward choirs, wel-

fare, building projects, to mention some
of the organizations within the Church
which will help to keep this message
of peace alive in our hearts. Hundreds
today are witnessing these demonstra-
tions for peace through the true Church
of Jesus Christ throughout the world.

I pray that we in our hearts here and
all members throughout the world will

recognize the opportunity which is ours

to serve individually and collectively

as messengers of peace, truly children

of our God. It is within our power; I

pray that we will put aside any hos-

tilities that there may be individually

or collectively towards the teachings of



BISHOP VICTOR L. BROWN 27

the Master, that we will accept them
fully and wholly, not in part, and do
our utmost to show by example our true

love for this great message of peace.

The Prophet Joseph received a revela-

tion from the Lord, Doctrine and
Covenants, ".

. . the voice of the Lord
is unto all men, and there is none to

escape; and there is no eye that shall

not see, neither ear that shall not hear,

neither heart that shall not be pene-
trated.

"And the rebellious shall be pierced

with much sorrow; for their iniquities

shall be spoken upon the housetops,

and their secret acts shall be revealed.

"And the voice of warning shall be

unto all people, by the mouths of my
disciples, whom I have chosen in these

last days." (D&C 1:2-4.)

May we appreciate more fully through
the sessions of this conference, the great

privilege which is ours to be partakers

of this message of peace, that it may be
in our hearts, in our cities, in our towns,
in our communities, in our states, in this

nation, and in all nations, for I testify

that Jesus is the Christ. I know it in

every fiber of my being, and I pray that

we will remember his words:

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I

give unto you: . .
." (John 14:27.)

May this be with us all this day and
all our mortal lives, I humbly pray in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the
Twelve, has just spoken to us. Bishop
Victor L. Brown of the Presiding Bishop-
ric will now address us.

BISHOP VICTOR L. BROWN
Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

On a Friday afternoon just one year ago,

President McKay called me to be a
counselor in the Presiding Bishopric of

the Church. The day prior, I was at

home in Chicago quite secure in the

feeling that we had moved for the last

time. I was happy with my work and
the opportunities that lay ahead. I

was completing my twenty-first year

with a wonderful organization. We had
moved to Chicago from Denver eleven

months earlier and had just completed
our new home.

It was about 9 pm that Thursday
evening when I received a long distance

telephone call from Salt Lake City. The
caller asked if I planned to attend gen-

eral conference the next morning. I

told him no. He said, "Could you?"
And I said, "I suppose I can if you
would like," whereupon he said, "The
President of the Church would like to

see you at eight o'clock tomorrow morn-
ing in his office. Now get a good
night's sleep because it is probably the

last one you will ever have."

As I sat in President McKay's private

office the following day, and he looked
into my eyes, I am sure my entire life

lay before him as an open book. I ex-

pected him to thank me for coming and
wish me a pleasant journey home, but
he didn't. Rather, he asked me to serve

as a counselor in the Presiding Bishop-
ric, notwithstanding all of my human
failings.

I testify to you with all my heart that

a prophet of God asked me to serve. As
far as I know, that is the only qualifica-

tion I have, but this is enough for me.

These past twelve months have been
filled with the most wonderful experi-

ences of my life. I am so grateful to the
young people of the Church for the
inspiration they are to me. They give

me courage to carry on in my responsi-

bilities. It thrills me to learn of their

faith and devotion to the Lord. I am
confident they have the kind of courage
our pioneer forefathers had. They have
the kind of courage that Carlyle referred

to when he said: "The courage we desire

and prize is not the courage to die de-

cently, but to live manfully."
The same kind Whitehead had in

mind when he said: "True courage is

not the brutal force of vulgar heroes but
the firm resolve of virtue and reason."

Let me illustrate what I mean by
telling you of three young people who


