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power. It is a never-ending endeavor.

There is no restriction to those who
may achieve: All may partake of this

gift from God.
The promise of Ezekiel is again made

alive, "But if the wicked will turn from
all his sins that he hath committed, and
keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live,

he shall not die." (Ezek. 18:21.)

The avenue of repentance is a thor-

oughfare which all may tread. It is the

path to peace.

William Jennings Bryan gave us

these words, "I am glad that our Heav-
enly Father did not make the peace of

the human heart to depend upon our
ability to buy it with money, secure it

in society or win it at the polls, for

in either case but few could have ob-

tained it, but when He made peace the

reward of a conscience void of offense

toward God and man. He put it within
the reach of all. The poor can secure

it as easily as the rich, the social out-
casts as freely as the leaders of society,

and the humblest citizen equally with
those who wield political power."
(From The Prince of Peace.)

May we give thanks to God for the

great gift of the gospel of repentance,

for its author, his Son Jesus Christ, for

the boy Prophet who had the courage
to carry the great weight placed upon
him. For all those who succeeded him
and to those who are laboring in build-

ing the kingdom of God on earth, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Brother John H. Vandenberg, Presid-

ing Bishop of the Church, has just

spoken to us. We shall now hear from
Elder Theodore M. Burton, Assistant to

the Twelve, and at present president of

the European Mission.

ELDER THEODORE M. BURTON
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My dear brothers and sisters, it is a great

pleasure again to be with you, and to

participate in that which has taken place

this day. I pledge anew my loyalty to

the First Presidency and to the Quorum
of the Twelve, and tell you that I know
in my heart these men are called of God
as prophets, seers, and revelators. I am
grateful for their leadership, and I am
grateful for my associates among the
General Authorities. These are won-
derful men, and I am very, very grateful

for the privilege I have of working to-

gether with them.

Last Sunday I talked by telephone
with all the mission presidents in the
European Mission and received their

reports. I am happy to tell you that

the missionaries are well; they are

happy; they are enjoying their work;
and we are having great success in the
European Mission.

Usually in summer we have quite a
drop in converts during the time the
Europeans take their summer holidays,

for they take them very seriously. This
year, just as the holidays were be-
ginning, we had a wonderful visit from

President [Henry D.] Moyle and from
Elder [Gordon] Hinckley. These two
wonderful men, devoting themselves to

the work of the Lord, came over to help
us. I just can't express to you our grati-

tude for the help they gave us. As a
result of their visit our August conver-
sions were twenty-eight percent above
our conversions for July. Our Septem-
ber conversions were thirty-seven per-

cent above our August conversions.

These new converts are good people.

They are excellent people. We were
instructed to emphasize group instruc-

tion, and we were told—in fact, these

brethren insisted—that we strive for true

conversions. We are only interested in

those people whose hearts had been
broken and whose spirits are contrite.

These are the people who have come
into the Church. We have some won-
derful, strong, new converts.

These are dedicated converts, billing

to sacrifice and willing to work. There
was nothing new in what these brethren

told us. We can summarize it in just

about four simple statements, but they

are fundamental principles; for instance.
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there is happiness in work, and we all

know that. There is joy in dedication,

and that we know, too. There is suc-

cess in spirituality, and achievement
comes only through sacrifice. By using

these magical keys we have had our
present success, and things look very
wonderful for the future.

This success is represented by a recent

meeting held in the city of Berlin. When
President ElRay L. Christiansen came to

visit the temples, President Percy K.
Fetzer wanted to hold a special group
meeting in Berlin and take full advan-
tage of that wonderful man and his

ability to sway and move people. So a

special evening conference session for

investigators was called. Usually people

are pretty tired after they have been in

meetings since eight o'clock in the

morning. However, an evening meet-
ing was called, and the people who came
exceeded their wildest expectations.

There were 687 people in that investi-

gator meeting to hear the testimonies

that were given, and to hear the won-
derful address that Elder Christiansen

gave.

From that meeting we had 460 good
referrals that the elders in Berlin are

working on. Is it any wonder that the

month just past established a new record

in the number of conversions in the

Berlin Mission? They are looking for-

ward to the future with great enthusi-

asm. The missionaries are on fire, so is

the mission president, and I am walking

up in the clouds, too.

You know, there is no blessing with-

out sacrifice, but it isn't a sacrifice unless

it hurts. I like President Tanner's
definition of sacrifice. "Sacrifice means
going without or giving up something
which is good for something which is

better." Now, our missionaries are will-

ing to make such sacrifice, and truly

they give up many good things. They
sacrifice from two to two and a half

years of their lives. They put aside

schooling, employment, cars and sports,

vacations, and dancing, swimming and
friends, families and sweethearts for a

time, to work harder than most of them
have ever worked before in their whole
lives.

Why do they do it? As we were com-
ing home, we talked to a sweet little

girl on the plane, a stewardess of Nor-
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wegian birth. We talked to her about
our religion and asked her the Golden
Questions of course. She said that she

was very satisfied with her present re-

ligion. She said that she was a member
of the state church, and so I con-
gratulated her on her activity. I said,

"It pleases us to know that people believe

what they profess." She said, "Oh yes,

I am very active in our church. We
attend church regularly."

I said, "That is wonderful. I am
happy to hear that."

"Yes," she said, "we go every Christ-

mas and every Easter."

"I am happy to know that," I an-

swered, and she went on to say, "My
father thinks we can worship God in

free nature."

I said, "Indeed we can, too, but is

that what Jesus Christ told us to do?"
"Well," she said, "I don't know."

Then I told her about the sacrifices that

were made by our people who believed

from the bottom of their hearts that the

work they were doing is true, and I said

to her, "Would you give up your present

job as a stewardess, paying your own
way on a mission for two or two and a

half years to proclaim the divinity of

the faith that you profess?"

She shook her head. I said, "Would
you make such sacrifices as our people
make?" And then I told her some of

the things done in our Church by our
people. I said, "Would you willingly

pay ten percent of your income to back
up your belief? Would you fast

monthly and give a fast offering the

way we do in our Church as a demon-
stration of your belief?"

"No," she said. "I am amazed at the

faithfulness and the devotion of your
people." I said to her, "Then why do
we do it?" I ask you that question, and
I ask people all over the world why such
things are done in this Church. Well,
they are done simply because people are

convinced in their hearts that these

things are true, and that is the only
reason, just as Paul said:

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel

of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to

the Jew first, and also to the Greek."
(Rom. 1:16.)

Furthermore, Christ said, beginning
at the sixteenth chapter and twenty-
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fourth verse of Matthew: ".
. . If any

man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and fol-

low me.
"For whosoever will save his life

shall lose it: and whosoever will lose

his life for my sake shall find it.

"For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his

own soul? or what shall a man give in

exchange for his soul?" (Matthew 16:24-

26.)

Truly, these young Mormon mission-
aries are obtaining the greatest thing in

this whole life, a testimony of the
divinity of Jesus Christ. Do you wonder,
then, that when they come back home
at the close of their missions they are
strong and stalwart, courageous and
unafraid, and that they fit well into life

again to take up their positions right-

fully as leaders? We have had timid
young girls come to us in the mission
field so frightened when they first came,
that they would cry when you would
look at them. When they get through
with their missions, they are not afraid

of anything. They are full of courage
and determination, willing to sacrifice

because of the testimony which is within
their hearts.

There is another missionary endeavor
which I would like to mention just

briefly. It is not well understood in the
Church, for it is too new. To me it

represents something which proves defi-

nitely that this Church is led by a
prophet. I am referring to a new
revolutionary concept which we call our
labor-missionary or better, our building
missionary program. It began very
quietly in the tar reaches of the Pacific
Ocean but has now spread to all parts
of the world, where skilled and success-
ful men like many of you sitting right
here today have responded to a mission-
ary call to serve without salary, and
have taken their families into foreign
lands and foreign places to build beauti-
ful church buildings. We are having so
many converts come into the Church
that it is all we can do to provide places
for them to worship. Most churches
are having a hard time to get congrega-
tions. We are having a hard time to

provide meetinghouses for our congre-
gations to meet in.

Think of the sacrifice that this re-

quires, taking a family with you into

foreign lands, where the children have
their schooling partially interriipted,

living under difficult conditions, leaving

business connections, devoting them-
selves to the faith. Yet I have never
heard one of them complain, nor express

any regret for the course they have
taken. They are converted, and they

are accomplishing a great work.
Young people can come into the

Church now and almost immediately
respond to a call to serve. By sacrific-

ing they become strong, capable people.

Let me just give you a couple of quick

illustrations.

One young man in southern Germany
came into the Church. He had only

been in the Church a very short while.

He was a printer by trade. Some of the

missionaries talked to him about their

farewells, since he was being called as a

building missionary. So, being a printer,

he designed and printed his own mission

program just the way our young people

have their programs printed here. He
went to his father, who was not a mem-
ber of the Church, and asked him if he
would speak on his farewell program.

His father said, "Why, no, I am not

going to have anything to do with those

Mormons." The boy said, "Father, you
can't shame me before my people. They
expect that my father will come to my
farewell program and say something

kind about me."

Well, the father was put in a delicate

situation, and so he said, "Well I'll do
it." He went to the farewell very un-
willingly, but when he came to the

meeting hall and saw the love of those

people for his son, when he saw how
they respected him, when he saw what
his son was actually going to do, he
understood the program for the first

time. When he was called upon to

speak, he stood up in the meeting and
talked himself right into the Church.

We had a little widow sister in Berlin

whose son was called on a building mis-

sion. At first the brethren were un-
willing to call him because they said it

would mean too great a sacrifice. When
his mother heard about it, she said, "I

want my son to go on that mission,"

and he went. She has taken a job to

support him while he is on his labor
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Our young people, even our new con-
verts, will sacrifice, because of the strong
testimony they have of the truthfulness

of this work. Miracles are happening,
therefore, right in front of our eyes, for

this is God's work. Like the builders of

Solomon's temple, these young men and
women are erecting buildings and houses
for the children of God to honor and
worship the Father. They are building
holy houses of prayer and worship,
beautiful beyond anything we used to

dream of.

And what does this do to the people?
Well, you see, under this wonderful
new program we are not just building
buildings. We are building men and
women, and when they return they are

going to be instructed in the Church,
its principles, and in righteousness and
be able to fill any position we ask them
to. I will venture to say that in years to

come, as we begin to establish more and
more stakes and wards in foreign areas,
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that those building missionaries will be
some of those who will show the neces-

sary leadership to fill such positions as

bishops and high councilman and stake

presidents of those foreign stakes.

This is a wonderful work. I am grate-

ful to be part of it. I am grateful for

prophets to lead us, for faith to accom-
plish these modern miracles, but all

this is only possible because of the

knowledge in the hearts of the people
that Jesus is indeed the Living Christ.

The hearts of our people are placed

upon the altar, a living testimony to the

divinity of this work. This testimony I

also leave with you, for I know that this

work is true, and I say it in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Nathan Eldon Tanner,
whom we sustained as one of the Twelve
this day, will now speak to us.

ELDER NATHAN ELDON TANNER

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

President McKay, brethren and sisters,

in meekness and sobriety, and with a

deep feeling of humility and inadequacy,

I stand before you today in response to

a call from a prophet of God to accept

this honor and responsibility. Since he
spoke to me I have slept little, but I

have wept and prayed much. Because I

know he is a prophet of God—our be-
loved President David O. McKay—of

which I have borne testimony many
times, I feel to accept this great call

and responsibility, and I am prepared
to dedicate myself and all that I have
to this call. I shall continue to pray
for the spirit and blessings of the Lord
to attend me that I might have the
wisdom and knowledge, the courage and
strength, the desire and determination
and ability to show my appreciation and
prove worthy of the confidence of this,

our prophet, these chosen men, the
General Authorities, and you, my breth-
ren and sisters, who raised your hands
to sustain me in this calling.

I thank you from the bottom of my
heart, and as your humble servant, the

weakest of all, I beseech you to exer-

cise your faith and prayers unitedly in

my behalf, that I might serve in a way
that will be acceptable to our Heavenly
Father.

I am so grateful for my devoted wife,

for her love and affection, and that she

has dedicated herself to the service of

our Heavenly Father, and who will

sustain me in anything that I am called

to do in this the Church and kingdom
of God; and for my wonderful family,

who too have accepted the call and
say, ".

. . choose you this day whom ye
will serve; . . . but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord." (Joshua
24:15.)

I wish also to express my appreciation

to these great leaders for the support,

the help, and encouragement they have
given me during these two years of

association with them, and for the help
they have given me in years past. To
see the devotion, the dedication, and
the wisdom of these men, and to be

associated with them, is a privilege, a

pleasure, and a blessing that one cannot
express.

We had the great privilege and


