
133

CHURCH OF THE AIR

Columbia Broadcasting System's

Church of the Air was presented at

7:35 a.m. Sunday, April 7, 1963. The
program was as follows:

The Tabernacle Choir, under the di-

rection of Richard P. Condie, furnished

the music for this service. Richard L.

Evans was the announcer.
Music: Organ and humming choir:

"Sweet Is The Work."
Announcer: The Church of the Air is

presented by CBS Radio so that repre-

sentatives of many faiths may address

a nationwide congregation. Today's
service, presented by The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comes
to you from the Mormon Tabernacle on
Temple Square, through the facilities of

Station KSL in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Our speaker is Nathan Eldon Tanner,
member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles of the Church. Music is by the
Tabernacle Choir, directed by Richard
P. Condie.
From the music of Haydn, the Choir

sings a worshipful song prefaced by the

words of Jesus the Christ, spoken on
the cross, "Father forgive them for they

know not what they do."
—"Lamb of

God, surely Thou hast borne our sor-

rows; with Thy stripes we are healed

. . ."—"Lamb of God."

(The Choir sang: "Lamb of God."
—Haydn.)

Announcer: A resurrection text se-

lected from the New Testament and
sung to the music of Franz Joseph
Haydn is recalled by the Tabernacle
Choir: "Hereby perceive we the love of

God, that He laid down His life for

us ... He died for us . . . that we
should live."

(The Choir sang: "He Died For Us."

—Haydn.)

Announcer: We hear now on this

Church of the Air service Elder Nathan
Eldon Tanner, eminent industrial

leader from western Canada, former
Minister of Lands and Mines of the

Province of Alberta, and a member of

the Council of the Twelve Apostles of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, frequently referred to as the

Mormon Church. Today's talk is titled

"Keep Faith With Your Family."

ELDER NATHAN ELDON TANNER

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

It is with a feeling of humility and a
prayer in my heart that I accept this

assignment to speak to you at this time.

I have chosen as my subject, "Keep
Faith With Your Family."
As a school teacher, scoutmaster and

bishop, and as I have traveled from
place to place and talked to different

people, I find that many are worried
about their children, their youth, are

criticizing the youth of other families,

blaming all kinds of conditions for their

problems, and are wondering just what
can be done or should be done to im-
prove these conditions. On the other
hand, I find many of our youth who are

frustrated, who would really like to

choose and do the right and be accepted,

but who wonder just what it is all about,

and what is important, and why so little

emphasis is placed on the Gospel of

Jesus Christ. It is true that nothing
brings greater joy and satisfaction and
comfort to a parent than to see a child

really develop into an honorable, re-

spected, righteous citizen. The youth
who develops into that kind of citizen

is loved, respected and admired by all.

How can this be accomplished?

I have always been impressed with

the admonition of Joshua to his people

when he said, "Choose you this day
whom ye will serve, but as for me
and my house we will serve the Lord."

(Joshua 24:15.) Then we have the

promise made by the Saviour when he

said, "Seek ye first the Kingdom of

God and his righteousness and all these

things shall be added unto you."

(Matt 6:33.)
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The other day I reread an article by

J. Edgar Hoover entitled "Should I

Force My Child" which reads:

"Shall I make my child go to Sun-
day School and Church? Yes! And
with no further discussion about the

matter. Startled? Why? How do you
answer Junior when he comes to break-

fast on Monday morning and announces
to you that he is not going to school

any more? You knowl Junior goes.

"How do you answer when Junior

comes in very much besmudged and
says, 'I'm not going to take a bath.'

Junior bathes, doesn't he?

"Why all this timidity, then, in the

realm of his spiritual guidance and
growth? Going to let him wait and de-

cide what Church he'll go to when
he's old enough? Quit your kidding!

You didn't wait until you were old

enough. You don't wait until he is old

enough to decide whether he wants to

go to school or not to start his educa-

tion. You don't wait until he is old

enough to decide whether he wants to

be clean or dirty do you? Do you wait
until he is old enough to decide if he
wants to take his medicine when he is

sick, do you?

"What shall we say when Junior an-

nounces he doesn't like to go to Sunday
School and Church? That's an easy

one to answer. Just be consistent. Tell

him, 'Junior, in our house we all go to

Church and to Sunday School, and that

includes you.' Your firmness and exam-
ple will furnish a bridge over which
youthful rebellion may travel into rich

and satisfying experience in personal re-

ligious living. The parents of Amer-
ica can strike a telling blow against the

forces that contribute to our juvenile

delinquency, if our mothers and fathers

will take their children to Sunday
School and Church regularly."

In my opinion, Mr. Hoover answers
the question in the last paragraph
wherein he says, "Tell him, in our house
we all go to Sunday School and
Church." And then again in the last

sentence, "The parents of America
can strike a telling blow against the

forces that contribute to our juvenile

delinquency if our mothers and fathers

will take their children to Sunday School

and Church regularly." There would be
no need of forcing our children to attend

Sunday School and Church if we as

parents attend regularly, because that

would just be a part of their lives and
children like to be with their parents. It

is difficult for children to understand

why they should go to Sunday School

or Church when their parents feel it

is more important or more interesting

for them to go fishing or golfing. Our
Lord and Master has said, "Thou shalt

go to the house of prayer and offer up
thy sacraments upon my holy day."

(D&C 59:9.)

I thought a friend of mine showed a

good example of this when his son came
to him and said, "Dad, I don't want to

go to Church today." His dad replied,

"My son, you have your free agency, you
better hurry and get your coat or we'll

be late." You notice, we'll be late—not

you'll be late.

How fortunate is the boy or girl who
lives in a home where the parents be-

lieve in God, the Eternal Father, and
his Son, Jesus Christ, and know within

their hearts that the Savior came and
brought the Gospel of peace and good
will and gave the plan of life and salva-

tion whereby all mankind may be saved;

and who set about to so order their lives

as to keep his commandments. We have
been admonished, "Counsel with the

Lord in all thy doings and he will direct

thee for good." To join with the family

in prayer every day, and to talk to our

Father in Heaven, to seek his blessing,

and express our gratitude, will have a

profound influence not only on the life

of the child, but on the lives of the

family as a whole. A feeling of love,

unity, and of being in tune will be

experienced by all. Encourage them to

go privately to the Lord in thanksgiving

and supplication.

What strength and courage it gives a

young man as he goes out into the

world when he comes from a home
where there is no question in his mind
that his parents feel and always act as

Paul when he says, "I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ for it is the

power of God unto salvation to every-

one that believeth." (Romans 1:16)

There are too many people in the world
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today who are like the chief rulers as

recorded in these words, "Nevertheless,

among the chief rulers also many be-

lieved on him, but because of the Phari-

sees they did not confess him lest they
should be put out of the synagogue for

they loved the praise of men more than
they loved the praise of God." (John
12:42-43.)

Great doubt is raised in the mind
of a child whose parents profess one
thing and do another; where they
profess to be Christians and believe

in God, but do nothing about it. As
Elijah came unto all the people and
said, "How long halt ye between two
opinions. If the Lord be God, follow

him; but if Baal, then follow him."
(I Kings 18:21.) The Lord has said,

"If you love me you will keep my com-
mandments." (John 14:15.)

Every day is full of choices. Our
choices today determine our future and
the future of our children. Such little

questions as: Will I be honest? Will I

keep my pledge or committment or

promise? Will I prove dependable?

Will I go to Church or will I go fish-

ing? We cannot be nearly dependable,

we cannot be reasonably honest, we
cannot be diligent sometimes, we can-

not nearly catch a plane and be where
or what we wish to be.

Let us always remember and deter-

mine that the things which matter most
must not be at the mercy of things

which matter least. First, we must
choose what we want out of life, and
then if we wish to achieve it, we must
abide by the rules whether it be to gain
a university degree, to become an
American citizen or to reach the Celes-
tial Kingdom.

As one of our poets wrote so well

:

"Know this, that every soul is free

To choose his life and what he'll be;

For this eternal truth is given

That God will force no man to heaven.

"He'll call, persuade, direct aright

And bless with wisdom, love, and light;

In nameless ways be good and kind
But never force the human mind.

"Freedom and reason make us men
Take this away and what are we then

Mere animals, and just as well
The beasts may think of heaven or hell."

Let each of us check and determine
whether our innermost thoughts are

holding us on the animal plane or

whether they tend to lift us into the

mental, moral, and spiritual realm. We
become slaves as we break the laws of

nature, as we become addicted to bad
habits, or, we remain free as we choose
the right. The Lord has said, "Thou
shalt have no other Gods before me."
(Ex. 20:3.) Some have as their Gods
money, political power, fame, false

ideologies, idols, and even unknown
Gods. Two or three years ago, while
traveling with Lord Rowallan, Chief
Scout of the British Commonwealth, I

was thrilled with his comment as he
led in the Scout promise. As he said,

"On my honor I promise to do my duty

to God," he stopped and said to the

Scouters who were present, "As I make
this promise I think of a God who can
hear and answer prayers, who is inter-

ested in what we are doing, and who
will guide us and bless us according to

our needs and our faith." And then he
said, "If any of you do not believe in

such a God, you can serve better some
place else." "For God so loved the

world that he gave his only begotten son

that whosoever believeth in him shall

not perish but have everlasting life."

(John 3:16.)

Selfishness, murder, hatred, and con-

quest are rampant throughout the so-

called civilized world today. If each
and every man could say and do as

Joshua admonished, "as for me and my
house we will serve the Lord," and
keep his commandments, we would have
peace in the world. Yes, if the people

in the world would today "love" God
and keep his commandments, we would
have peace overnight. As someone has

so aptly said, "Righteousness in the in-

dividual makes for harmony in the

home, harmony in the home makes for

order in the nation, and order in the

nation results in peace in the world."

It would be most helpful if parents

would sit down with the whole family

and discuss what they want out of life,

what they want to accomplish, and
how they can help one another in doing
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it. After this decision is made, it will

be necessary for all of them to answer
the questions: Is it worth the effort, or

am I prepared to do my part? Can. I

discipline myself, or have I the will

power? Then, each and every one must
make up his mind, accept his obliga-

tions, and go forward with determina-
tion realizing that it will bring the

greatest joy and satisfaction and success

in life. When one begins to rationalize,

or try to explain why he does this or

that which he knows is wrong, he is

actually bringing his ideals down to his

actions. Where, on the other hand, if

one repents and sets about to improve
himself and keep the commandments,
he is raising his standards or his actions

up to his ideals.

What a marvelous thing it would be
if we and our children could learn early

in life the joy and satisfaction that

comes from living good, clean, honest,

and upright lives all the time and that

there is no joy or satisfaction in sin.

It is so important that we all try to

enjoy living and that our young people

have a good time. However, this good
time should be such that in the future,

whether it be a month, a year, or ten

years from now they can always look

back on this as "a good time," realizing

that a man of honor does not change
his code of honor with passing circum-
stances. The greatest joy and happiness
one can get out of living is to know
that he has done and is doing right,

and to be in the service of the Lord.

We have the old commandment,
"Honor thy father and thy mother that

thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee."

Children should be taught and trained

to honor their father and their mother.
Their parents gave them life and cared
for them when they could not care for

themselves. Every child of every age
should love and honor his parents. It

is much easier, however, for children
to do this if the parents live worthy of

the honor of their children and are al-

ways an example to them, where they
wield a real influence for good in their

lives.

There is no responsibility greater than
that of teaching and training a child

to be an honest, honorable, and right-

eous citizen; and there is no stronger,

more effective way of doing it than for

the parent to be what he would like his

son to be. What a great day it will be
for the world and the Church when
every father and son will do and be
what he would like the other to think

he is. In other words, father should

always try to put himself in the posi-

tion where he would be glad to have his

son say, "I do nothing save that which
I have seen my father do." It is the

manner of our living and not the words
we use to explain it that makes up the

moral fiber of the children God has
given to us. We should never be sur-

prised if our children grow up to be
like us. Therefore, we must take the

time to be the kind of people we would
like our children to be. It is so im-
portant that the rush of the world and
the pressure of business do not make
fathers and sons strangers. When we
say with a shrug of the shoulder, "Boys
will be boys," maybe we should remem-
ber that boys will soon be men and
set about to help make them men. There
is a point at which sympathy becomes
coddling and kindness becomes indul-

gence and they who are too busy, too

lazy, or too softhearted to give children

the example and discipline they need
are being unfair to everyone and par-

ticularly to the children. It is most
difficult for parents to discipline their

children and expect them to do those

things which are not important enough
for parents to do themselves.

We are all the children of God and
he wants us to succeed and stands ready

to answer a call. Let us never forget

that the Lord has said, "This is my work
and my glory to bring to pass the im-
mortality and eternal life of man."
(Moses 1:39) Satan has pledged himself

to destroy man. We should always
thank our Heavenly Father that Satan
cannot force us to do wrong; and also,

realize and be thankful for the fact that

the Lord will not force us to do right.

We have our free agency and we can
choose to do right or wrong, to be a

failure or success, to serve the Lord
or Baal.

Let us not forget that a young man
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or a young woman of character, in-

dustry, faith, intelligence and loyalty

will always he at a premium and will

always be able to find a place or make
one when he can truthfully say, "As for

me and my house we will serve the

Lord" and truly seek first the Kingdom
of God and his righteousness, knowing
that all things for his good will be
added unto him.

(The Choir sang: "Gethsemane."

—

Welch.)
Announcer: We have heard the Tab-

ernacle Choir sing "Gethsemane," by
Jay E. Welch and Elaine Ellsworth
Naylor. "For us the greatest life was
giv'n away. Have we returned His love?

His favor kept? It was for us upon that

long dark day. The Man who bore our
sorrows knelt and wept."
And now the music of George Careless

recalls a hymn by Henry W. Naisbitt:

"Rest, Rest, for the weary soul. Rest for

the race is run; Peace, Peace, where no
strife intrudes; peace where no quarrels

come; Peace till the resurrection morn

proclaims life's victories won." "Rest,

Rest, For The Weary Soul."

(The Choir sang: "Rest, Rest For The
Weary Soul."—Careless.)

Announcer: And now on this Church
of the Air Service the Tabernacle Choir
sings a hymn tune by George Careless

which takes its title from the words of

Isaac Watts: "He Died! The Great

Redeemer Died. . .
."

(The Choir sang: "He Died, The
Great Redeemer Died."—Careless.)

Announcer: You have been attending

CBS Radio's Church of the Air. To-
day's service came to you from the

Mormon Tabernacle on Temple Square,

through the facilities of Station KSL in

Salt Lake City, Utah. Our speaker was
Nathan Eldon Tanner, eminent indus-

trial leader from western Canada,
former Minister of Lands and Mines of

the Province of Alberta, and a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. Music was by the Taber-

nacle Choir, directed by Richard P.

Condie.

SALT LAKE MORMON
TABERNACLE CHOIR AND ORGAN BROADCAST

The following broadcast, written and
announced by Richard L. Evans, and
originating with Station KSL, Salt Lake
City, Utah, was presented from 9:35 to

10:00 a.m. Sunday, April 7, 1963,

through the courtesy of Columbia
Broadcasting System's network, through-
out the United States, parts of Canada,
and through other facilities to several

points overseas. The broadcast was as

follows'.

(The organ played, "As The Dew
From Heaven Distilling," and on signal

the Choir and organ broke into the

Hymn, "Gently Raise The Sacred

Strain," singing the words to the end
of the second line, and humming to end
of verse for announcer's background.)
Announcer: Once more we welcome

you within these walls with music and
the spoken word from the Crossroads

of the West.
The CBS Radio Network and its affili-

ated stations bring you at this hour
another presentation from Temple
Square in Salt Lake City, with Richard

P. Condie conducting the Tabernacle

Choir, Frank Asper, Tabernacle Organ-
ist, and the spoken word by Richard
Evans.

On this day, and at this hour, and in

a setting by Lewis D. Edwards, the

Tabernacle Choir recalls the witness of

these wonderful words: "I Know That
My Redeemer Lives."

(The Choir sang: "I Know That My
Redeemer Lives."—Edwards.)
Announcer: Frank Asper presents to-

day on Temple Square the "Prayer from
the Gothique Suite" by Boellmann.
(Organ Selection: "Prayer from Suite

Gothique."—Boellmann.

)

Announcer: And now the Tabernacle

Choir selects a moving, pleading, sacred

song by Franz Joseph Schuetky: "Send
forth thy Spirit, O Lord, our God eter-


