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not honoring your priesthood, debit it

high up on the liability side of your
life's balance sheet. It could well be
your greatest liability. You could,

sooner or later, find yourself bankrupt
in the kingdom of God. As of this day,

is your priesthood an asset or a liability?

I bear testimony regarding the power
of the priesthood in our restored Church,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder William J. Critchlow, Jr., As-
sistant to the Twelve, has just spoken
to us.
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The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "O, Say What Is

Truth?" Sister Florence Jepperson Mad-
sen will conduct. After the singing Elder

John Longden will speak to us.

The Singing Mothers Chorus and the

congregation joined in singing the

hymn, "O Say, What Is Truth?"

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the

Twelve, will now address us. He will

be followed by Elder Franklin D.
Richards.

ELDER JOHN LONGDEN

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters, I am so grate-

ful to be able to use this salutation and
know that we are brothers and sisters

in the kingdom of Jesus Christ. A story

I read recently is appropriate here.

A preacher in a small community de-

cided to do some remodeling and reno-

vating of his church. To begin with
he requested a new chandelier. After

three or four weeks had elapsed and it

hadn't arrived, he approached one of

the deacons on the board and inquired

why. He was informed there were
three reasons: "First, it hadn't been
ordered because there was no one on the
board who could spell 'chandelier.'

Second, we were afraid there wouldn't

be anyone to play it when it came. And
third, what we really need in this

church is more light."

I recognize we have light today which
comes through our prophet and mouth-
piece. We also have the light from the

teachings of the Master almost two
thousand years ago, and I should like

to speak at this time on what I believe

is a crying need in the world today, on
the basic principle of the gospel of

Jesus Christ which is love.

The scriptures teach: "For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth

in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." (John 3:16.) This

indicates the depth of this great

principle.

It was exemplified by the Savior

when he lived upon the earth. On one
occasion, he was queried by one of the

scribes: "What is the great command-
ment in the law?" In reply, Jesus

taught an eternal truth. "Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, and with all thy soul, and with

all thy mind, and with all thy strength:

this is the first commandment.
"And the second is like, namely, this.

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-

self. . .
." (Mark 12:30-31.) "On these

two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets." (Matt. 22:40.)

There was none other commandment
greater than these, so said Jesus. (Idem.)

The Apostle Paul spoke on this great

principle many times in plain, under-

standable language.

Even though changing conditions

exist in the world today, and many
people are confused, the application of

this one principle in our everyday lives

will bring happiness, contentment,
and peace.

Surely, if I love my fellow man, I will

not cheat him, lie about him, or commit
any manner of evil against him. So
again, loving all my fellow men, I will

truly find happiness, contentment, and a

peace that passeth understanding.

Paul was inspired to reveal the virtues,
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or may we call them ingredients, of

which love is composed. Addressing the

Corinthian Saints who had membership
in the Church of Jesus Christ, Paul
said: "Love suffereth long and is kind."

(See 1 Cor. 13:4.) We sing a great

hymn, maybe not often enough, "Let

Us Oft Speak Kind Words to Each
Other." So much more is accomplished

by speaking in kind words and soft

tones.

"Love envieth not." We look at others

and think the grass is greener on their

side. We sometimes might wonder
why ours seems not as green, but love

envieth not. "Love vaunteth not itself,

is not puffed up." (See ibid., 13:4.) In

other words, love teaches true humility.

Jesus taught it in one parable [parable

of Pharisee and Publican], "Whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and
he that shall humble himself shall be

exalted." (Matt. 23:12.)

Daniel Webster had a great thought

when asked, "What is the highest

thought that has ever entered your

mind?" He answered, "My account-

ability to Almighty God."
We who have a testimony of the

gospel should recognize our accountabil-

ity to God regardless of what our

achievements might be in business, in

church, in school, in civic affairs.

Paul further said: "Love doth not

behave itself unseemly." (See 1 Cor.

13:5.)

President McKay said it in a few
words some time ago: "We are here in

mortality to develop the power of self-

mastery." Every single day we have
opportunity to practise this art of

self-mastery.

Again Paul said, "Love seeketh not

her own." (See ibid., 13:5.) The Savior

taught by his own example, to lose

ourselves in the service of others. Our
beloved prophet said on his ninetieth

birthday: "You may travel the world

over but you will not find happiness or

contentment until you lose yourself in

the service of mankind." This, of course,

would mean sacrifice to God and

our neighbor.

Continuing, Paul said: "Love is not

easily provoked. Love thinketh no evil.

Love irejoiceth not in iniquity, but in

the truth." (See ibid., 13:5-6.) Paul, we
see, had a depth of understanding re-

garding this great principle of love and
the blessings to be attained by those

who would honor and recognize and
put into effect in their lives these two
commandments, for he said: "Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for

them that love him." (1 Cor. 2:9.)

As I tour missions or come into your
stakes each week, I have a great hope
for the future because of the many just

plain, good people who are applying
all the principles of love in their lives.

I say to you, God bless you.
The English statesman, William

Gladstone, said: "We look forward to

the time when the power of love will

replace the love of power; then will

our world know the blessing of peace."

What a difference the placing of words
makes. The love of power or the power
of love—worlds apart!

It is essential to love God, love his

Son Jesus Christ and love our neighbor
as ourselves.

We are living in a world of automa-
tion. Machines seem to be taking over

all our jobs. Edwin Markham, an
American poet, had a great idea that

is worth repeating: "The way things

are going, we had better learn to do
things machines can't do. Love each
other, for instance."

Throughout his ministry, the Master
kept repeating the importance of love

on many occasions. He said: "A new
commandment I give unto you, that ye

love one another; as I have loved you,

that ye also love one another.

"By this shall all men know that ye

are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another." (John 13:34-35.)

Do you think a teacher who drove

some twenty miles in a battered old

car whenever there was a meeting to

pick up just one little girl who lived

in a remote area of the stake had a love

of God for her fellow men? I doubt that

anyone really knew what she was doing.

I just happened to hear about it.

Oh, may God give us the faith and

the desire to put this commandment of
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the Lord into effect. ".
. . love one an-

other; as I have loved you, that ye
shall also love one another." (Ibid.,

13:24.) Then the world may know
that we are true disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ. God give us the faith,

the courage, the determination to make
application of these two great command-
ments in our lives each day, I humbly

First Day

pray in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the
Twelve, has just spoken to us. Elder
Franklin D. Richards, an Assistant, will

be our next speaker.

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My dear brothers and sisters:

Sister Richards and I have recently

returned from the missions on the east

coast, and we rejoice in the tremendous
growth of the kingdom. I am continu-

ally amazed and pleased as I travel

throughout the missions and stakes of

the Church to find so many members
accepting the admonition of President

McKay to be missionaries. How many
of you have had the joy of seeing your
friends and neighbors take an interest

in the Church and be baptized, because

of your being a missionary?

Today I would like to talk to you
about the Every Member a Missionary
program—an inspired, effective, and
interesting plan. One of the important
characteristics of the Church of Jesus

Christ is missionary activity. The
Savior has charged us to ".

. . teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost." (Matt. 28:19.) And every

nation includes our friends and the peo-

ple we casually meet regardless of

where we live.

The question is: How can we, a rela-

tively small group, accomplish this great

responsibility? Certainly not with the

sixteen thousand full-time, stake, and
district missionaries we now have—re-

gardless of how good they arel

But, our beloved Prophet David O.

McKay has given us the Every Member
a Missionary plan. We can take the

gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue,

and people as the Every Member a Mis-

sionary plan is understood and used

effectively throughout the Church and
by using modern methods which be-

come available as the Lord pours his

Spirit upon all flesh.

Heretofore, missionaries generally

spent most of their time in finding in-

terested persons to teach and a small
part of their time in teaching. Now,
the Every Member a Missionary plan
gives the members a chance to do mis-
sionary work by finding interested per-

sons for the missionaries to teach. This
greatly increases the effectiveness of the

missionaries. They can teach many
more people, particularly as they are

taught in groups.

In working with the east coast mis-
sions, I find that the great increase in

convert baptisms, and especially bap-
tisms of entire families, is more and
more attributable to the fact that a
greater number of members are finding

interested persons for the missionaries

to teach—and the members are loving it.

We had the opportunity of meeting
many of these wonderful members and
hearing of their exciting and happy
experiences. I am confident that there

are thousands of members of the Church
that have a sincere desire to do mission-

ary work, but don't know what to do
or how to do it. How then can a

member, regardless of age or sex, become
an effective missionary within the mean-
ing of the prophet's admonition—Every
Member a Missionary?

You ask, what can I do? Well, you
can find persons who would like to

know more about the Church. But,

how can I find such persons? The fol-

lowing three ways are pretty much the

basis of the Every Member a Mission-

ary Program.

First, ask people what they know


