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stant companion, . . . and thy dominion
shall be an everlasting dominion, and
without compulsory means it shall flow
unto thee forever and ever." (Ibid.,

121:45-46.)

Carl Erskine, the great former Dodger
baseball pitcher, once said, "I never
pray to win, I just pray to be in my
best form." What a thrilling accom-
plishment if every bearer of the priest-

hood was always in his best form; for

even one man can, if he will, change
the morale of a whole community. Ed-
ward Everett Hale once said,

"I am only one,

But still I am one.

I cannot do everything,

But still I can do something;
And because I cannot do everything

I will not refuse to do the something
that I can do."

My brethren in the priesthood, that

the Lord will help us to get dominion
over our lives, is my prayer which I ask

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Brother Richard P. Condie will now
lead the congregation and Chorus in

singing "Redeemer of Israel."

The congregation and the Tabernacle
Choir Men's Chorus joined in singing

the hymn, "Redeemer Of Israel."

President David O. McKay:

We shall now hear from the man
whom you have sustained as Second
Counselor in the First Presidency of the

Church, Elder Nathan Eldon Tanner.

PRESIDENT NATHAN ELDON TANNER

Second Counselor in the First Presidency

Brethren, if I had the authority, I think
I would dismiss this meeting. I have cer-

tainly enjoyed the messages given by
these two young men and Brother Sill.

I was thrilled, inspired, and encouraged,

and my testimony was strengthened.

There are 370 places in which our
young men, and men not so young,
holding the priesthood are meeting to-

night. If there are 20 young men in

each place, and I think I am being
conservative, we have 7,500 young men
holding the Aaronic Priesthood assem-
bled out away from this Temple Square.
When they heard the messages of these

two boys, I am sure they were happy
to be one of those holding the Aaronic
Priesthood.

The priesthood is the power of God
delegated to man to act in his name.
What a thrilling thing that is to think
about; our young men throughout the
Church, their fathers and their older
brothers having that authority! I think
of the young deacon passing the Sacra-
ment, the emblems of the great sacrifice

that was made by our Savior. You
know, when the Savior was here upon
this continent, he asked the apostles

to pass the Sacrament, and then others

were called and appointed and given the

authority to do this and other things

as well—then think of our boys who
are deacons, passing the Sacrament to

the people! Then think of the teachers

out teaching the gospel to the people,

warning them, helping them, and en-

couraging them to live the gospel

teachings! I think of these young priests

holding the priesthood, which is the

power of God, going into the waters of

baptism to baptize a person. They have
the same power and authority to baptize

that the apostles, and even Christ him-
self, had. These young men at the age

of 19 and 20 are ordained elders. They
are then called to go out into the mis-

sion field. They are commissioned by
Jesus Christ, through those having au-

thority, and are ordained and set apart

as ambassadors of the Lord. There are

12,000 of these young men in the field

today, holding the priesthood, and as

they baptize a person, that baptism is

accepted by our Heavenly Father. As
they confirm a person, he is confirmed
a member of the Church, and it is

binding through time and all eternity.

As those young men 19 or 20 years of

age lay their hands upon the head of an



84 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Saturday, October 5

individual and ordain him a deacon,

teacher, priest, or elder and bestow upon
him all the authority and power per-

taining to that office and calling in the

Melchizedek Priesthood, he is accepted

by Jesus Christ and becomes a member
of his Church and his kingdom.

I wonder how many businessmen
here tonight would be prepared to say
to those 12,000 young men, "You go
out into the world, and I will accept

your judgment. You make any deal

that you think is right with anybody
you think you can depend upon and
whom you can trust, and I will honor
the agreement—I will pick up the tab."

I would just like to ask some of you
businessmen how many men you could
pick out that you would be prepared to

send out into the world and say, "This
is your assignment, and I will honor
whatever you do." There wouldn't be
many, but still the Lord is saying to

these young men who hold the priest-

hood, as they go out into the field,

"Anything you do in the power of the

priesthood and in my name, I will

honor."
Then I see these young men—these

deacons, these teachers, and these

priests present here tonight—-all pre-

paring themselves for this call as mis-
sionaries. I was proud of these two
young men, and I could just see thou-
sands of them throughout the world,
preparing themselves to accept that

great responsibility as missionaries.

Boys, keep this in mind. It is a great

honor; it is a great privilege; it is a great

blessing to hold the priesthood of God.
You are the only people in all the
world who hold the priesthood. What a

privilegel And I say, following what
Brother Sill said tonight, it is so im-
portant that you not only want to do
what is right, but you have to determine
what you wish to do, and make up your
mind that you are going to do it, and
then set about to discipline yourselves

as these two young men told us we
should discipline ourselves. That is

simple. That is all that you have to

do—decide what you want to do to be

happy and to be worthy of the priest-

hood, so that you can speak in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and have
that accepted.

Second Day

So, boys, as you go into this great

program of the Church and into the

great challenges that are given to you
as you go into life, make up your minds
what you want to be. Of course, you
must honor your parents. They are the

ones that gave you life. They looked

after you when you couldn't do anything
but cry and squirm. They fed and
clothed you. They have given you
the education that you have and the

opportunities that are yours. You are

mighty poor sports and not very good
citizens if you won't honor your parents.

But, when it comes to determining
what you are going to do in life, you
make up your own minds. They have
given you plenty of teaching. Obey
them, but when it comes to this deci-

sion, "Just what do I want out of life?"

you determine what you want and set

about to do what you want to do. But
sit down and be sure you have decided
what you want to do. I don't think

there is a young man within the sound
of my voice tonight that would choose
to do wrong. As this young man said,

those men that are in Sing Sing didn't

want to be there, that isn't what they

set out to do. But, they had not made
up their minds strongly enough as to

what they did want to do to go about
it with a determination to discipline

themselves and do the things that would
make life really what they wanted.

So, talk to yourselves and say to

yourselves, "Just what do I want out

of life?" Make up your mind and have
the courage and the strength, the de-

termination and the discipline to do it.

Don't let the devil, himself, get in your
way. He is certainly going to try, and
he will be there all the time, watching
for a place to interfere with your pro-

gram. But, how successful and how
happy you will be, and what joy you
will experience, as you follow the pro-

gram that you have set out for yourself.

Be man enough to say, "This is what I

am going to do."

I have a definition of will power

which I use, and will power is so im-

portant in the program you have chosen.

Will power is the power to do what

you want to do when you don't want

to do it. Brother Sill said these mis-

sionaries want to get up at six o'clock;
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but when six o'clock comes in the
morning, they don't want to do it.

And will power is the power to do it

then, and you will find that as you go
on through life.

I would like to say to you young
men that you have a great influence in

the world. How much greater your in-

fluence would be if everyone of you
would just follow the advice of these

two young men who spoke to you to-

night. I need not add anything to what
they have said, but to encourage you to

realize that the things that these young
men have said are the things that will

bring joy and happiness into your lives.

Set about to do it—we want you to

be happy.
I love these young people in our

Church. I love young people wherever
I find them, and if there is anything
I can do to help them be happy, to be
successful in life, to accomplish the
things that they want to accomplish,

that is the thing I would like to help
them do. We are cognizant of the fact

that you are going to have temptations

as you go through life—all kinds of

temptations. Your young friends told

you about them tonight. They didn't

go into detail, but you are going to have
them. But make up your mind now
what you are going to do and what
you are not going to do.

I have talked to hundreds of young

people who have had problems, and
with very few exceptions, yes, with very

few exceptions, it is because they have
not made up their minds what they

would do under certain circumstances.

I would like to make this appeal to

young men. Honor your parents, honor
your mother, and honor womanhood.
I would like to say to you young men
who hold the priesthood of God, any
girl with whom you go has a right

to expect you to protect her, to look out

for her interests, to honor her, to honor
the womanhood in her, and to treat her

as you would want your mother or your
sister to be treated. She has a perfect

right to expect that and to feel sure that

you will protect her virtue with
your lives.

Brethren, it is a great honor to hold
the priesthood of God. Magnify your
priesthood, and it will magnify you.

You will have joy and happiness while
you sojourn upon this earth, and as you
finish your mission here, you will be
worthy to go back into the presence of

our Father. That is my testimony to

you, and my prayer for you in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Our next speaker will be President

Hugh B. Brown, First Counselor in the

First Presidency.

PRESIDENT HUGH B. BROWN
First Counselor in the First Presidency

Like Elder Tanner, I have thoroughly

appreciated what has been said here

tonight. We have all been inspired by
these young men and by the forthright,

inspired talk of Elder Sill and the won-
derful testimony of President Tanner. I

shall not attempt to add to the subject

which has been so well discussed to-

night except to give you a few quota-

tions, and then for a few moments
discuss another phase of our work.

From Sir Walter Scott: "Teach self-

denial, and make its practice pleasure-

able, and you can create for the world

a destiny more sublime than ever issued

from the brain of the wildest dreamer."

And Robert Louis Stevenson wrote:

"You cannot run away from a weak-
ness. You must sometime fight it out

or perish, and if that be so why not

now, and where you stand."

And another has said, "Decision de-

termines destiny. There is absolutely

no greatness that is not buffeted with

goodness. Brace to the splendid day's

work. Keep fit. Be a man."
Many times I have quoted, and no

doubt many of you have memorized the

clarion call for men to match our mes-

sage and our times:

"God give us men! A time like this

demands


