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of prophecy and is itself a harbinger

or forerunner of the millennium.

We plead with all Christians every-

where to attest their faith in him by
keeping his commandments. His work
of redemption is not complete nor will

it be until his gospel is written in the

lives and hearts of men. The fact that

he was resurrected from the dead—the

best attested fact in history—assures us

that he still lives. He has promised
that he will come again. All who read

the prophecies of scripture and note the

signs of our own times must be con-

vinced that we are living in the last

days, that the great events foretold by
the prophets have been and are being

enacted on the stage of contemporary
history. Let us recognize in current

events the portents, or prognosis of the

great finale.

John, while on the Isle of Patmos,
saw in vision things to come; heard
ten thousand angels singing praises to

the Son of God. And they joined with
every creature in earth and heaven—all

with one accord were saying:

".
. . Blessing, and honour, and glory,

and power, be unto him that sitteth

upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
for ever and ever." (Rev. 5:13.)

And he saw another angel flying in

the midst of heaven, saw him bring to

earth the gospel for every nation, kin-

dred, tongue, and people. He saw the

lake without a bottom, and the dragon
bound with chains, saw one thousand
years of concord, peace, and rest. And
he saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,

coming down from God out of heaven,
with his earthly kingdom to be joined.

Then he saw the small and great ones

stand before the throne of God to be
judged out of the records, each accord-

ing to his merits. Death and hell re-

leased their captives, and the sea gave
up its dead, while the angels sang
hosannah to the Prince of Peace,

their Lord.

We bear humble testimony that Jesus
of Nazareth is the Savior and Redeemer
of the world and that he will return
and reign personally upon the earth.

At that time the people on the earth
will join with the hosts of heaven and
sing: "The kingdom of this world is

become the kingdom of our Lord, and
of his Christ: And He shall reign for

ever and ever, King of Kings, and Lord
of Lords." (Handel, George Frederick,

The Messiah.) This testimony we bear
to all the world in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He who gave this address is President

Hugh B. Brown, First Counselor in the
First Presidency of the Church.
The Tabernacle Choir will now favor

us with "Father In Heaven, In Thy
Love Abounding." Following the sing-

ing, Elder Thorpe B. Isaacson will

speak to us.

The Choir sang the selection, "Father
In Heaven, In Thy Love Abounding."

President David O. McKay:

We shall now hear from Elder
Thorpe B. Isaacson, Assistant to the
Twelve. He will be followed by Elder
Howard W. Hunter.

ELDER THORPE B. ISAACSON

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

President McKay, our beloved President

and God's choice prophet, President

Brown, President Tanner, brethren of

the General Authorities, my dear
brothers and sisters and friends every-

where. One cannot stand at this pul-

pit without feeling humble and very
dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord.
I can assure you that much fasting and

much praying precedes a general con-
ference. I sincerely pray that what I

might say will be helpful and I trust

encouraging.

This beautiful choir this morning and
every Sunday morning is a great pride

and a blessing to the people of the

Church and for the people of the world.

What a great missionary group of won-
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derful people—these choir members and
their officers and their choristers and
organists. I am sure we little sense

the great good that they are doing.

We all recognize that there are three

important institutions that greatly affect

the life of a boy, and when I use the

term boy I should like to also have it

understood that I include the girl. The
home, the church, and the school—all

are important, but perhaps not all in

that order.

We recognize, however, that the home
should be in first place and directly

responsible for the welfare, the train-

ing, and the future of a boy. But
what if the home fails, and what if

the parents cannot succeed?

True, the church plays an important
part in the life of a boy. Yet, we must
recognize that the church has the boy
under its jurisdiction but a very small
percentage of his time, while the
teacher and the school have a very

close association with him. Perhaps
more of the boy's time is spent with
the teacher than that he spends in the

home. Therefore, it might be said that

the teacher and the school will play

a bigger part in the welfare and the

training and the character and the fu-

ture of a boy than perhaps the home
or the church.

Parents have such little time to spend
with their boy. Parents take too little

time with their boy; therefore, we
should be more concerned than ever

that he is properly taught, supervised,

and disciplined while we are with him.
Now, teacher and school, I wonder if

you are willing to assume the welfare

and the training of the character of

the boy, remembering that you have
him under your direction more of his

awake time than anybody else. So
much depends upon you—the teacher

and the school. Yes, parents expect the

teachers and the school to make sure

that their boy is properly taught, not

alone that he is taught to read and write

and the arts and the sciences, but that

he is taught the fundamentals of life

and the building of character. Some
would say, "Yes, Teacher, his future

depends largely on you." I wonder if you

are willing to accept this responsibility?

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

Of late years we have had much said

about the teacher and the school. Re-
gardless of what may have been said,

the fact still remains that the teacher

has the association and the responsi-

bility for a greater portion of his time

than anybody else. Parents are justified

in being anxious about their boy, and
they are anxious that the teacher and
the school give him everything that he
needs. They are anxious that he is

properly taught because his future life

and how he conducts himself will in a

large measure be the result of some
teacher and the school.

Teachers, do you realize that the

boys today under your direction may
be the doctors of tomorrow, they may
be the businessmen of tomorrow, they

may be the teachers to take your place

tomorrow, the legislators of tomorrow,

the public office-holders, church leaders.

Yes, they may be the men who may
go to the moon; some may be great

artists and authors. Some may be

great industrial tycoons, and some may
be the leaders America will need so

badly to survive in this puzzled world.

Yes, teacher, you have their future in

your hands. Don't let any boy fail

because of you, his teacher.

Great teachers are always underpaid.

Probably it can never be said that a

great teacher is paid enough, but a

poor teacher is paid too much, regardless

of what he is paid. Teachers, you may
be underpaid; yes, you may be unappre-

ciated at times, and you may be over-

worked, but you will gain that pay in

secret satisfaction and blessings of God
in heaven, and many boys will rise up
and call you blessed.

Recently, I asked a beautiful little

granddaughter, Becky, how she liked

school, and she answered and said, "O
Grandpa, it is the greatest! I love my
teacher." I wonder what that is worth

to a teacher. Certainly you teachers

must be proud of your profession. Jesus

was the greatest teacher of all, and what

he taught lived long after him and still

lives. May teachers teach those things

that will live long after you! Yes, you

should be proud of your profession.

Many great men in America, many great

men in this audience, men who are
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listening by television and radio, have
been teachers. Our great prophet was a

teacher; he has been a teacher; he is

still a teacher. Certainly, teachers, you
should be proud of your profession.

Secretly, you must admit that you have

the greatest job in all the world because

you hold the history of the world in the

palm of your hand

—

you are a teacher!

Many of us can and do constantly

pay tribute to the teachers whom we
were fortunate enough to have. As par-

ents, taxpayers, and citizens, it might

be well if we took a little more interest

in our schools and in our boys and girls

and extended greater appreciation for

our teachers. It would be well if we
never speak disparagingly about a

teacher.

Teachers, make sure that you teach

as you would like to mold. Teachers,

be sure that you teach so that there

will never be any justifiable reason to

criticize your profession. Teachers, re-

member that there is a divine spark in

every boy and girl that never goes out.

You may help to kindle that spark.

Children are like the flowers of God,
and they must have time and room
to bloom.
May I dedicate this to teachers, and

when I speak of teachers I speak of them
in the broadest sense because every one
of us is a teacher—teachers by example
and precept. I refer to parents, and I

refer to teachers in the auxiliary organ-
izations. I would like to include teach-

ers in the elementary schools, high
schools, public schools, colleges, and
universities.

Teachers, into your hands we daily

commit the dearest that we have. As
you make our children, so shall future

years see them, so be careful.

Teachers, may you have an abiding

consciousness that you are co-workers
with God, the great teacher of human-
ity, and that he has charged you with
the great duty of bringing forth from
the budding life of the young the mys-
terious stores of character and ability

which he has hidden in them.

The miracles and teaching of the

Man of Galilee are considered by many
to be the brightest illumination of all

that has come to bless man. He taught

individual responsibility, and his par-

ables concerned each person's fulfilling

his own capacity.

In Proverbs 20, verse 27, I quote, "The
spirit of man is the candle of the
Lord, . .

." Teachers, remember to

reverence the young lives, clean and
plastic, which have newly come from
God and to realize that generations still

unborn will rue your sloth or rise to

higher levels through your wisdom
and faithfulness.

May God, the Father of us all, gird

you for your work with his patience and
tranquility, with great fatherly and
motherly love for the young, and with
special tenderness for the backward and
the afflicted and the poor. Save them
from trouble, from loneliness, and dis-

couragement, from the numbness of

routine, and from all bitterness of

heart.

Here are some thoughts expressed to

teachers, which might be said by all

fathers and mothers to all teachers: -

"To you the teacher and the school,

my son will start school. It's all going
to be so very strange and new to him
for awhile, and I wish that you would
sort of treat him gently.

"You see, up to now, my little boy
has been the king of the roost. He's
been boss of the back yard. His mother
has always been around to repair his

wounds, and I have always been handy
to soothe his feelings. Now things are

going to be different.

"This morning he is going to walk
down the front steps, he is going to
wave his hand to his mother, and he
is going to start out on a great adven-
ture. This is an adventure that will
probably include much tragedy and
sorrow and disappointment.
"Our boy will have to live his life

with you and with the world that he
now has to live in. It will require faith
and love and courage. So teacher and
school and world, I wish you would sort

of take him by his young hand and
teach him the things that he ought to
know, but be careful with him.

"Please teach him, but gently, if you
can. He will have to learn, I know,
that all men are not just, and all men
are not true, but please teach him that
for every scoundrel there is a hero, and
for every disloyal politician, there is a
dedicated public leader. Let him un-
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derstand, teacher, that you are one of

those dedicated leaders. Teach him
that for every enemy he may have,

there will be wonderful friends, and
teach him that you are that wonder-

ful friend.

"It will take time, teacher, school,

and world, I know, but teach him, if

you can, that a nickel earned is far

more valuable than a dollar found.

Teach him to learn to lose but also

teach him to enjoy winning. Steer him
away from envy if you can, and teach

him the secret of quiet laughter.

"Let him learn early that the bullies

are the easiest people to lick. Teach
him, if you can, the wonder and great-

ness of good books. But also give him
quiet time to ponder the eternal mys-

tery of birds in the sky, bees in the

sun, and flowers on the green hill.

"In school—teacher and world—teach

him it is far more honorable to fail

than to cheat. Teach him to be honest.

Teach him to have faith in his own
ideas even if others tell him that his

ideas are wrong. Teach him to be gen-

tle with gentle people, but teach him
to be tough with tough people.

"Try to give my son the strength not

to follow the crowd just because every-

one is getting on the band wagon. Teach
him to listen to all men, and then teach

him also to filter and separate all he

hears on the screen of truth and take

only the good part that comes through.

Teach him to choose that which will

be good.

"Teach him if you can how to laugh

when he is sad. Teach him there is

no shame in tears. There is a sacred-

ness in tears. They are not the mark of

weakness but of power. They speak

more eloquently than ten thousand

tongues. They are the messengers of

overwhelming grief, deep contrition, and
unspeakable love, and when tears

course down his cheek for any of these

three causes, remember he is standing

close in the presence of God.

"Teach him to work and study. Let

him know that the price of success is

high, but not nearly so high as the

price of failure. Teach him there can

be glory in failure, but also teach him
there can be despair in success.

"Teach him to scoff at cynics and to
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beware of too much sweetness. Teach
him to sell his brawn and his brains to

the highest bidder but never to put a

price tag on his heart and his soul.

"Teach him to close his ears to the

howling mob. Teach him to stand and
fight if he thinks he is right. Treat him
gently, teacher and world, but don't

coddle him because only the test of fire

makes fine steel. Abraham Lincoln
once said, 'to sin in silence when protest

is good makes cowards out of men.'
"Let him have the courage to be im-

patient, but let him have the patience

to be brave. Teach him always to have
sublime faith in himself and complete
faith in God. Do you mean to say this

is teaching religion? Why, this is teach-

ing truth, because then he will always
have sublime faith in mankind. And
teach him to love his fellow men.

"This is a big order, teacher and
world, but see what you can do for my
little boy. He is such a nice fellow

—

my son!"

God bless all teachers, that parents
and sons and daughters will not be dis-

appointed in you, and that you will be
able to lift them to the highest level.

Yes, even beyond their own natural
abilities. That is real teaching. May
God reward teachers with the glad sense

of their eternal worth as teachers.

Lord, in the heat of day, show them
the spring by the wayside that flows

from the eternal silence of God and gives

new light to all who drink of it. May
God give you teachers the brave heart

to teach what is true, even to your own
hurt, following in the footsteps of the

great Creator of our life, Jesus Christ,

the Savior.

1 bear testimony to you that God is

our Father, that we can partake of his

Spirit, that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God, that the gospel is the greatest

power in the earth. This testimony I

bear to all men everywhere regardless

of your station in life. I pray that you
can understand the restoration of the

gospel because if it is made a part of

your life, and if you can realize it and
accept it, that God still governs in the

affairs of men—I bear testimony to you
that if you will accept that, you will

have more peace and comfort from this
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source than from any other source in

the world.

Yes, I love to bear testimony to you
that President McKay is a prophet and
that this Church is led by divine guid-
ance by this great prophet. I bear
testimony to you that Joseph Smith is a
Prophet of God, called of God as his

mouthpiece to bring forth the restored

gospel in this day and age. I plead with
you, my friends, to accept the teachings
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I promise
you in the name of the Lord that it

will bring you more happiness, more
satisfaction, and more peace of mind
than you have ever known in your life.

It will help you solve your problems. It

will help you carry your burdens. It

will help you make for you and your
family a new and better life. I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He who has just addressed us is Elder

Thorpe B. Isaacson, Assistant to the
Twelve, a former teacher himself.

Probably you noticed my hesitancy

before announcing the next speaker,

especially my counselors. It was be-

cause we have this brief interlude before

the Tabernacle Choir and congrega-

tion sing, "The Morning Breaks, The
Shadows Flee."

The Choir and the congregation joined

in singing the hymn, "The Morning
Breaks, The Shadows Flee."

President David O. McKay:

We welcome those who have just

joined us by radio and television.

We shall now hear from Elder

Howard W. Hunter of the Council of

the Twelve. He will be followed by

Bishop Robert L. Simpson.

ELDER HOWARD W. HUNTER

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

As one turns the pages of the Old Testa-
ment, there appear the writings of great

men of ages past who are referred to

as the prophets. The books of the New
Testament contain, among other things,

the writings, teachings, and history of

men of a later dispensation, who have
been designated as prophets. We also

have the record of the prophets of the

western part of the world, who raised

their voices, proclaiming the word of

the Lord, protesting unrighteousness,

and teaching the principles of the gos-

pel. All of these have left their witness.

A prophet is one who has been called

and raised up by the Lord to further

God's purposes among his children. He
is one who has received the priesthood

and speaks with authority. Prophets
are teachers and defenders of the gos-

pel. They bear witness of the divinity

of the Lord Jesus Christ. Prophets

have foretold future happenings, but

this is not the most important of their

responsibilities, although it may be some
evidence of prophetic power.

Righteous leadership has been needed

in each dispensation of time, and God
chose prophets for this purpose long

before they came to this mortal exist-

ence. We remember the Lord spoke to

Abraham and showed him the intelli-

gences which existed before the earth

was created and said: ".
. . Abraham,

thou art one of them; thou wast chosen

before thou wast born." (Abr. 3:23.)

In speaking to Jeremiah the Lord
said: ".

. . before thou earnest forth out

of the womb I sanctified thee, and I

ordained thee a prophet unto the na-

tions." (Jer. 1:5.)

After the formation of the earth and
the creation of man, Adam became the

patriarch to the human family and
the first prophet. He previously sat in the

council that planned the creation of

the earth and participated under Christ

in the execution of the prearrangement.

According to the plan, the fall of Adam
from immortality created the condition

by which all men may be saved from

mortal death and live again by reason

of the atoning sacrifice of Christ. In


