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cil of the Twelve. We shall now hear
from Brother Robert L. Simpson, a
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member of the Presiding Bishopric of

the Church.

BISHOP ROBERT L. SIMPSON

First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

My brothers and sisters, true greatness

has a habit of surviving the years. I

am certain that every member of the

Church has thrilled to the words of a
stalwart young man of Aaronic Priest-

hood age who lived approximately
twenty-six hundred years ago. When
faced with a difficult situation, he said,

"I will go and do the things which the

Lord hath commanded, for I know that

the Lord giveth no commandments unto
the children of men, save he shall pre-

pare a way for them that they may
accomplish the thing which he com-
mandeth them." (1 Nephi 3:7.)

This young man, destined to become
a great prophet, had a most important
quality. He had courage, courage to

stand on his own two feet rather than
follow the so-called easier way—the

more popular way—the beckoning cf

the crowd, in this case his own brothers.

Let us quickly span twenty-six hun-
dred years and review a story of

Aaronic Priesthood courage in our day,

1963. My heart was touched just last

month as I had the privilege of read-

ing an excerpt from a serviceman's

letter to his parents. Apparently, his

training instructor had made it a habit

of starting each day's discussion with a

few off-color stories.

One morning, quite by surprise, the

instructor asked if anyone objected to a

couple of "good" stories before starting

the day's instruction. This young Mor-
mon boy said that almost as though he
had been ejected from his seat by an
unseen power, he shot up and said,

"Yes, sir, I object."

After a long stony silence, the in-

structor said, "Are there any others?"

You can imagine the feelings of this

boy's heart as one by one another dozen
or so young army recruits stood in de-

fense of what they really believed.

Those standing were invited to leave

the class, and then halfway out, they

were called back with a comment from

the instructor, "I guess we can skip the

stories this morning."
Wouldn't you like the privilege of

shaking hands with that kind of Aaronic
Priesthood courage? Isn't it gratifying

to know that you don't have to turn
the pages of history back twenty-six

hundred years to find the courage of a
Nephi or a Daniel in the lions' den or

a David meeting Goliath? And isn't

it also gratifying to know that for every

courageous heart with a fortitude to

stand up and be counted, there will be
a host of others willing to rally to the

cause of truth and right?

Perhaps there might be a high school

student within sound of my voice who
finds himself at the crossroads of de-

cision today; whose circle of closest

friends fail to live by the rules of con-
duct that he or she knows to be right.

Might these so-called friends be urging

you to take one more step away from
all that you believe in, all that is

sacred? Could these be the same first

easy steps taken by a teenage boy re-

cently who stated to a juvenile judge,

"I just didn't realize it was happening

—

it was so gradual"; or the girl who
pleaded, "I wanted so much to be popu-
lar with the others—and I was so

wrong."
How grateful we can be that these

young people had the courage to recog-

nize their misdirection—and then even
more courage to do what needed to be
done in realigning their lives to correct

standards.

Now, courage is an easy word to

say. To be effective, there must be

action—just like our serviceman a mo-
ment ago—positive action in the right

direction which can only happen when
that courage is inspired through positive,

proper motivation.

Now, join with me, young people,

through a thought sequence which
should prove helpful to serious-minded
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church members as a basis for motiva-
tion in the right direction:

First, let us reconfirm in our minds
that there is a Heavenly Father, that

he is the Creator of heaven and earth

and directs all that we survey.

Second, let us be assured that his

house is a house of order, even to the

extent that you and I have come to

mortality now, in this day, by specific

assignment for a real purpose.

Have you ever asked yourself the

question, "Why wasn't I born two hun-
dred years ago, or a thousand years ago?"
There is only one reason, young peo-

ple, because the Lord wanted you born
now, in this important day.

Step No. 3, can we know for assur-

ance that a young boy knelt in a grove

of trees in the year 1820 and there re-

ceived a personal visitation from God
the Father and his Son Jesus Christ?

Have you read the Joseph Smith story

lately, with a real desire to know its

truthfulness?

The fourth step: Why are you a

member of this Church and kingdom?
Could this be by chance? By your se-

lection only? The Savior has this to

say in the fifteenth chapter of John:

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, . .

."

(Verse 16.)

As surely as we meet in this historic

tabernacle, I know that foreordination

is a real part of the plan—we have a

responsibility—a divine commission, if

you please, conferred prior to mortal

existence that can neither be disregarded

nor taken lightly without far-reaching

consequences.

The fifth and final point I suggest

is that the Lord has given us a most
precious gift that we call free agency.

And after all is said and done, the final

decision is ours with regard to our tal-

ents, our divine commission, our choice

between left or right, right or wrong.

Youth of Zion, do you have the cour-

age to do right? I sometimes wonder

how we could have the courage to do

anything but right if we really believe

in the foregoing steps of logic. Let us

just enumerate them again briefly:

1. God lives.

2. His house is a house of order.

3. The heavens have been opened
and remain open today.

4. We are here by appointment, by
foreordination.

5. And finally, the choice is ours as

to what we do about it.

Now not only do we need courage in

choosing our way, but we also need
help. The best source of help is from
those who love us. I would like to re-

confirm a truth that has been spoken

from this pulpit many times, that no
one loves us like our parents, like our

bishop, like our Heavenly Father. May
we always seek our counsel and guid-

ance from these three sources.

Youth is energetic; youth is aggres-

sive. The mind of youth is inquisitive,

sometimes beyond sound judgment
which often leads us into dangerous
territory. The Prophet Joseph Smith
had this to say to Martin Harris in

kindly reprimand: "When a man de-

signedly provokes a serpent to bite him,

the principle is the same as when a

man drinks deadly poison, knowing it

to be such. In that case, no man has

any claim on the promises of God to

be healed." (DHC 2, 95-96.) By the

same token, can we expect the protec-

tion we need when we knowingly step

beyond the limits of good judgment?
Moroni's reiteration of Mormon's teach-

ings gives us the key for keeping a

solid footing.

"For behold, the Spirit of Christ is

given to every man, that he may know
good from evil; wherefore, I show unto
you the way to judge; for every thing

which inviteth to do good, and to per-

suade to believe in Christ, is sent forth

by the power and gift of Christ; where-
fore ye may know with a perfect knowl-

edge it is of God.
"But whatsoever thing persuadeth

men to do evil, and believe not in

Christ, and deny him, and serve not

God, then ye may know with a perfect

knowledge it is of the devil; for after

this manner doth the devil work, for he

persuadeth no man to do good, no, not

one; neither do his angels; neither do

they who subject themselves unto him."

(Moroni 7:16-17. Italics added.)

Yes, youth of Zion, history is still

being made, and whether you like it
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or not, you have a hand in it. You
will need courage and lots of it. You will

need the help of those who love you
and the support of loyal friends, real

friends, friends who would encourage

you in "every thing which inviteth to

do good," as stated by Moroni.

Now in conclusion, may I suggest

that this Church is not idly named.
We are The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. These are the

latter days; this is the final dispensation

of time, and the programs of the Church
are all moving toward a sort of finaliza-

tion or culmination. There is an
urgency as never before about what
needs to be done; and be sure of this,

what needs to be done will be done
on schedule, we hope by those initially

foreordained to the task. But just as

surely as night follows the day, if we
choose not to accept our station, or if

we grow weary along the way, placing

less important things first, there will be
substitutes raised to take our place,

that the Lord's time-plan and ultimate

purposes will not be thwarted.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

Youth of Zion, stand up and be

counted, have the courage of your con-

victions, and whatever you do, don't

allow someone else to be a substitute

for you in the kingdom of your Heav-
enly Father, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

We have just listened to Elder Robert
L. Simpson of the Presiding Bishopric,

one of three men holding the presidency

of the Aaronic Priesthood. The Taber-
nacle Choir will now sing "Children
of The Heavenly Father," after which
Elder Harold B. Lee will be our con-

cluding speaker.

The Choir sang "Children Of The
Heavenly Father."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Harold B. Lee of the Council of

Twelve will be our concluding speaker.

ELDER HAROLD B. LEE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I seek earnestly for the Spirit of the

Lord by which, hopefully, my humble
message might be carried by the power
of the Holy Ghost into the hearts of

those who may listen this morning.

A few years ago I was touring the

North Central States Mission, and in

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, a father and
a daughter sought me for an interview

following the conference sessions. He
explained that in his younger years he
had joined a church which did not

baptize by immersion. Because of his

certainty as he studied the scriptures

that immersion was the only true mode
of baptism, he later joined a church

where he was baptized by immersion.

And then he had an uncle who be-

longed to a church who taught that

everything in all other churches was
evil. He decided to join the church

of his uncle.

Later a friend told him about a uni-

versal church. It had no organization,

needed no authoritative priesthood, no
rituals. They had no buildings, they

had nebulous formula: "Believe and be

saved." And so he joined with this

friend.

Recently his daughter had gone to a

Bible class, following her school years,

and had been graduated just a few days

before as an honor student. And in the

concluding session the minister who had
conducted the course had asked them
for any expressions or questions. This
bright young honor student began to

ask some of the questions that two
Latter-day Saint elders, who had been
coming to their home, had been asking.

The minister became confused and
very angry, and in a rebuke he said

if she had learned as she should have
learned in the course she wouldn't be
asking such foolish questions.

They were now being taught by two
of our missionaries in the fundamental
doctrines of the Church, and he said


