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bear offspring, and yet there are those

who fail to use this love wisely.

From studies made by social workers,

they find that when children get into

trouble it is altogether too often because:

1. Mother's social status is reflected

through her child.

2. Mothers push their children into

mature social experiences far beyond
their age.

3. There is a feeling on the part of

parents of getting the child out of the

home so they can have more freedom,

so they can be to themselves, and so

they can travel and not be hampered
by having children in the home.

4. All too often the child is not
taught dependability and self-reliance.

He is left on his own.
5. Another major contributing factor

is that the parents are not home enough.

Mothers, you most of all have the

destiny of this generation in your hands.

Surely, we fathers have a part as do
we leaders of youth, but nothing we
can do will compare with a mother's

love if it is wisely placed.

Now, may I just mention a group
of mothers. I think there are about
four thousand of them. These mothers
have a special place in my heart. They
are the mothers whose husbands are

bishops in this great Church. The
other day a lovely young mother, the
wife of a bishop, wrote me a sweet
letter. She expressed, among other

things, a need for encouragement so she
would always be an inspiration to her

husband, so that she would have the

strength to suppress the normal feelings

of loneliness and discouragement, of

being left alone so much of the time,

of having to shoulder a great share of

the responsibility of rearing her chil-

dren than would otherwise be the case,

and of being the last one to know what
is going on in the ward. I suppose this

runs contrary to the basic nature of

most women.
We want you to know that you are

not forgotten for a moment. We meet
your husbands more often than we do
you, and perhaps we talk about them
more. We want you to know that we
are fully aware that behind every good
bishop in this Church is a good woman,
a woman who, through sharing her

strength, is instrumental in making a

good man.
May God bless all good women

everywhere that their love may bless

mankind, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

We have just listened to Bishop Vic-
tor L. Brown, a member of the Pre-
siding Bishopric.

We shall now hear from Elder Mark
E. Petersen, of the Council of the
Twelve, and President of the West
European Mission, who has just recently

left the sick bed, but we are glad he is

able to say a few words to us before he
goes back to Great Britain.
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President McKay is always so gracious

and so wonderful. I love him with all

my heart, as you do, and with all my
soul I sustain him as our great prophet

leader. I am grateful for his courtesy

at this time.

I have been greatly stirred by this con-

ference. I have been stirred more than
normally, I suppose, because of the

experiences my wife and I have had in

the last eight or nine months. I now
see the Church in a new perspective. I

am a different man from what I was a

year ago. I am a different kind of

Latter-day Saint. I have come to realize

that the great mission of this Church
is that which President McKay has

taught us so often in our council meet-
ings—that we must bear testimony to

the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It has taken me eight months now to

realize how far the world has drifted

away from belief in the Savior. It has

taken newspaper articles and books and
sermons, all from clergymen of various

faiths, in which they deny the existence
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of God, in which they declare they
no longer believe in the divinity of the

Savior, in which they say they do not
believe the Bible is the word of God
any more.

It has taken newspaper articles tell-

ing of the iniquities of the world, the
sins, the diseases from the sins that have
come upon the people of the world, to

make me realize how far the world has
drifted away. And it has taken all of

this to make me realize that there is

only one cure for the world. It is not
in political parties. It is not in the
philosophies of men. There is only one
cure for the evils of this world, and for

the broken hearts of men and women,
and that is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

and the living of that faith by obedience
to the commandments of the Lord our
God. There is nothing that can compare
with it. There is no other answer. It is

obedience to Christ, or it is dissolution.

Now, as I have been stirred by these

remarkable addresses that we have lis-

tened to, and as I have looked about
over this great audience, I have come to

realize more and more that there is only
one voice in all the world that can bear
testimony to these groping nations that

Jesus is the Christ. I mean only one
voice of authority, and that is the voice

of the Latter-day Saints. We are the
only authoritative voice declaring to the

world that Jesus is the Christ.

We know that God lives because our
prophets have seen him and talked with
him. We know that Jesus is the Christ
because our prophets have communed
with him, and we know that he lives

because of the testimony of the Holy
Ghost that burns within us.

We, therefore, as a united people
must declare to all mankind that he
lives and that he is a power in the
world and that he is our only salvation

from the destruction that is sure to

come upon this evil world unless they
repent. We must raise the voice of

testimony. We must raise the voice
of repentance.
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But how strong a voice can you
raise? How strong a testimony can you
bear? Your testimony is no stronger

than your obedience. I wonder how
much your testimony has been watered

down by your disobedience even in lit-

tle things here or there. But God
expects that you will bear a mighty
testimony to the world that he lives,

that he has spoken in our day, that

Jesus is the Christ, and that destruction

will come upon the world unless we
obey him and keep his commandments.
How strong is your testimony? I would

have you know that your words alone

are not enough. I would have you know
that it is only your word supported by
your righteous lives that can give testi-

mony to the world in such sincere tones

that men and women will pay atten-

tion to you.

Oh, how I admire your sons and your

daughters who are traveling through the

countries of Europe as well as the rest

of the world, humbly bearing testimony

of this great truth. How sincere they

are! How many of our converts say,

"The thing that impressed me was the

sincerity of the missionaries," and that

is the thing that is going to impress all

the world from you.

So my brief message here today is,

brothers and sisters, let us live the gos-

pel so that our living will give meaning
to our words, and that when we bear

testimony that we know that he lives,

that they will feel it by the sincerity of

our words and our lives.

I bear you testimony that I know he
lives, and I am raising my voice as

loudly and as strongly as I know how
to declare it to everyone who is willing

to listen. Jesus lives. He is the Christ.

He is the Son of God. He is the Divine

Redeemer. He is the Creator of the

worlds, and if we will but follow him,

great will be our joy—salvation in this

life and eternal life in the world

to come.
This testimony I bear to you in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

We are nearing the end of a great con-
ference, as usual, the best ever.

I should just like to say a word now
about our responsibility to carry these


