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".
. . no man receiveth a fulness

unless he keepeth his commandments.
"He that keepeth his commandments

receiveth truth and light, until he is

glorified in truth and knoweth all

things." (Ibid., 93:27-28.)

Receive Light and Truth

We receive a little revelation; we obey
it; we receive a little more, obey it, and
repeat the cycle over and over again.

This is the pattern by which the

promise of the first paragraph of this

great revelation may be obtained. As
you now listen to this promise, let your
souls be filled with hope.

"Verily, thus saith the Lord: It shall

come to pass that every soul who for-

saketh his sins and cometh unto me,
and calleth on my name, and obeyeth
my voice, and keepeth my command-
ments, shall see my face and know
that I am." (Ibid., 93:1.)

In these remarks I have, as you of

course have noted, omitted any reference

to revelation in connection with the

great advances of science in our age.

This I have done deliberately. I know
that all men live and learn by the light

of the Spirit of Christ; I know that all

progress in science and other fields of

secular learning is made possible by the

light of Christ. I do not, however,

think that our distinctive message about

Third Day

revelation lies in such fields of learning

but rather in the field of religion.

"God Has Opened the Heavens"

Our message is that we are living in

the great and last dispensation of the

gospel of Jesus Christ; that God has

opened the heavens anew; that by di-

rect revelation through the means we
have been considering, he has revealed
himself, restored his gospel, set up his

Church with power and authority to

preach the gospel and administer the

saving ordinances thereof; and that he
is now, today, continuing to direct by
revelation his great program for the
blessing and the salvation of the hu-
man race.

Our great mission is to declare this

message with such simple clarity and
inspired conviction that men of all

lands will hearken, investigate, and
prayerfully seek until, through per-

sonal revelation to themselves, they
obtain a saving witness for themselves.
That we may successfully discharge
this mission, I humbly pray in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown:

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Marion G. Romney of the
Council of the Twelve. Elder Richard
L. Evans of the same Council will now
speak to us.

ELDER RICHARD L. EVANS

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

President McKay and my beloved breth-

ren and sisters:

From the time of President McKay's
opening address until this moment, we
have been strengthened and refreshed

in spirit. We have heard our Presi-

dent's appeal against pernicious, en-

slaving habits and for preserving the
integrity of the home and maintain-
ing moral standards. Last night late, I

reread the President's opening address,

which I feel was one of his finest.

These sentences I have taken from
his text:

".
. . that our homes are kept unpol-

luted and unbroken by infidelity; that

children therein will be trained to keep
the commandments of the Lord, to be
honest, true, chaste, benevolent, and
virtuous, and to do good to all men."

".
. . the Word of Wisdom . . . goes

deeper than the ill effects upon the

body and strikes at the very root of

character. . .
."

"No other success can compensate for

failure in the home."
"The most vicious enemy to home

life is immorality.

"The word of the Lord to his Church
is: 'Keep yourself unspotted from the

sins of the world!'"

We have heard Brother Lee's appeal
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not to be "almost" only but altogether

what we ought to be.

And we have heard Brother Hunter's

most interesting analysis of the obliga-

tion and privilege of tithing. I recall

in this connection a quotation from
President Moyle, given in the Manti
Temple not many months before he
left us, in which he was quoting as I

recall partly himself and partly Presi-

dent McKay. He said, "Tithing is as

much a law as is baptism itself. We
are no more compelled to keep the one
than the other." And then quoting

President McKay: "We have been pray-

ing for this day for a hundred years,

and if we have the faith to meet the

needs of the growth of the Church, the

Lord will provide a way for us to do so.

The Lord sets the times and seasons of

this great growth."

Each of the brethren who has spoken,

in his own way and in his own time,

has added to our reminder of the funda-
mental position of the Church and its

mission among men and has reminded
us of our obligations and opportunities.

We have been reminded of the prin-

ciples that will solve mankind's prob-

lems and that will lead us to everlast-

ing life.

Repentance—the Principle of Progress

Now, why all this effort and exhorta-

tion? Because time moves swiftly and
is short, and because people are of ever-

lasting importance, and because there

never comes a time when we do not
need to be taught! There never comes
a time when we do not need to know
that repentance is the great principle

of progress and that there is room for all

of us to improve.

And since these things are so, what
a person believes becomes exceedingly
important, because what he believes

determines how he lives. A person will

prepare much differently for a short

journey than he will for a long one,

and he will prepare much differently for

an everlasting journey than he will for

one that ends after a short season.

Now since eternity is forever, and
since life is going to be lived one way
or another everlastingly, and since what
we do here has its effect on our eternal

opportunities, we ought frequently to

do some self-searching—and that is

what we have been doing these past

three days.

One of life's greatest lessons is to

learn that there are causes and conse-

quences. God has given us our free

agency and will not violate it, but
everything we do has its effect on our
everlasting life. As Samuel Johnson
said it: "The future is bought with the

present."

President McKay and several others

have mentioned the surgeon general's

report on tobacco and its adverse effects

on human health and length of life.

We may now expect to see much
maneuvering to set aside the effects of

these findings.

When the evil of an unrestrained in-

dulgence is under attack, there will be

a plea for moderation, for half steps,

as if to say that a little of something

that isn't right is all right. It comes

down in another sense to this "almost"
that Brother Lee spoke of. To quote
some words from Nephi: "And there

shall also be many which shall say:

. . . there is no harm in this; . .
."

(2 Nephi 28:8.) This is in error. If

it isn't good—let it alone. If it isn't

right—avoid it, not "almost," but
altogether.

It has been over 130 years since the
answer was given on this subject and
on many other subjects. Why do we so

long wander in the wilderness?

Now there are those who would ask

what all this has to do with religion.

In the Church and kingdom of God, the

practical and the physical are inter-

mingled with the spiritual. We are a

practical Church. Life is a practical

matter. So is eternal life. There are

laws and commandments and physical

facts that pertain to peace and progress

and health and happiness, and I cannot
conceive of a Loving Father's not being
interested in everything that pertains to

his children—what they do, what they
eat, what they think, what they learn,

how they live, their health, their hap-
piness, their character, their conduct.

Conscientious fathers are interested in

all these things, or should be, and so

is our Father in heaven. This is part

of the gospel. It is part of life. It is

part of religion—to give us peace and
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health and happiness and to qualify

us for the highest opportunities of ever-

lasting life.

To Enlarge Life

In all of life, as Phillips Brooks put
it, there are the "fulfillers" and the

"destroyers"—those who build up and
those who pull down, and the measure
of what is good for man is what it

does for him. What isn't good isn't

good. What is good is good. And why
should we vacillate between the two?

I heard President Brown ask this

question not long ago. I can't recall

the occasion, but I remember the words.

I hope he will pardon me for using

them from him. "Do you want to re-

pent or rationalize? Repenting means
pulling yourself up to a set of standards,

and rationalizing means letting your
conduct down to your appetites and to

a less worthy inclination."

We ought to turn our attention to

those things that enlarge and fulfil

life and not those things which enslave

and destroy.

"Man's success or failure, happiness

or misery," President McKay has said,

"depend upon what he seeks and what
he chooses."

Last June in St. Louis at a Rotary
International Convention, Willy Brandt,

Mayor of Berlin, came to speak there at

our invitation, and in a significant and
challenging talk made this among other

observations: "Nobody, no system, no
ideology can prevail over the future

unless the central interest is humanity.

. . . The world is not to be won by
disregarding people."

What he was saying, in his own way,

was, in speaking of communism as he

was, that unless it changes to serve the

highest possibilities of mankind, it can-

not survive, and if it changes to do this,

it would not be communism.
What this says to me is that, here

and hereafter, what is good for man is

the measure of what is good and the

ultimate in our Father's plans and pur-

poses, and we must have the wisdom,

the strength, the discernment to shape

our lives toward this end and to cboose

between what is and isn't good.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

"Another angel . .
."

At our World's Fair site in New York
a few days ago, with Brothers Lee and
Stapley and Brockbank and others, we
saw raised atop the center tower of

the temple a beautiful gold-leafed

replica of the Angel Moroni. Earnestly

we asked for a variance of the World's
Fair building code so that our temple
spires could reach to a height that would
be symbolic and significant and would
appear in proportion—and as we saw
the angel put in place and contem-
plated our exhibit with all its planning
(the product of many minds and many
men, to whom should be paid personal
tribute, and they will receive their

everlasting credit where it counts, even
if they worked somewhat behind the

scenes), we could not help recall these

words from the book of Revelation, al-

ready more than once quoted at this

conference:

"And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlast-

ing gospel to preach unto them that

dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people,

"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of

his judgment is come: and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and the

sea, and the fountains of waters."

(Rev. 14:6-7.)

To the literal fulfilment of this event,

we bear witness, and we have an obli-

gation to live according to the witness
that we bear.

Joseph Smith Told the Truth

Some days ago I was searching in an
autobiography of Dr. John A. Widtsoe,
one of my beloved mission presidents

many years ago—scientist, scholar, edu-
cator, and Apostle. And in this book
called In a Sunlit Land, published
shortly before his death, he reviews his

beginnings in a far country, on a

rocky island off the North Sea coast of

Norway; his birth into another church;
the coming of the missionaries; the

conversion of his mother and later his

own conversion; his going to Harvard
as an immigrant lad; his going later to

Germany to acquire his doctor's degree

in chemistry; his study of the sciences

and of the religions and philosophies of
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men; his serving as president of two
universities. And then on about the

last page of that book he says:

"During this long life, I have had
occasion to test, time and time again,

the verity of the foundations of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. The answer has always been

the same: Joseph Smith told the truth."

(Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press,

1952, pp. 243-244.)

Joseph Smith did tell the truth. This

is the witness that I would leave with

you, my beloved brothers and sisters,

my beloved family and friends, along

with the witness that Jesus is the Christ

and that God our Father did make us

in his own image and that it is his

purpose to bring to pass our immortality

and eternal life, and this I do in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown:

Elder Richard L. Evans of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just addressed us.

The Choir and congregation will now
sing "We Thank Thee O God For A
Prophet," conducted by Kurt Wein-
zinger. After the singing Elder Thomas
S. Monson of the Council of the Twelve
will speak to us.

The Brigham Young University Cho-
rale and the congregation joined in
singing the hymn, "We Thank Thee,
O God, For A Prophet."

President Hugh B. Brown:

Elder Thomas S. Monson of the
Council of the Twelve will be our
next speaker. He will be followed by
Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve.

ELDER THOMAS S. MONSON
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

"Trust in the Lord with all thine

heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.

"In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov.

3:5-6.) So spoke the wise Solomon,
the son of David, king of Israel.

On this the American continent,

Jacob, the brother of Nephi, declared:
".

. . Look unto God with firmness of

mind, and pray unto him with exceed-

ing faith. . .
." (Jacob 3:1.)

In this dispensation in a revelation

given to the Prophet Joseph Smith,

the Lord said, "Look unto me in

every thought; doubt not, fear not."

(D&C 6:36.)

"Have You Tried Prayer?"

This divinely inspired counsel comes

to us today as crystal clear water to a

parched earth.

We live in troubled times. Doctors'

offices throughout the land are filled

with individuals who are beset with

emotional problems as well as physical

distress. Our divorce courts are doing

a land office business because people

have unsolved problems. Personnel
workers and grievance committees in
modern industry work long hours in an
effort to assist people with their prob-
lems. One personnel officer assigned
to handle petty grievances concluded
an unusually hectic day by placing
facetiously a little sign on his desk for

those with unsolved problems to read.

It read, "Have you tried prayer?"
What that personnel director did not

know when he placed such a sign upon
his desk was that he was providing
counsel and direction which would
solve more problems, alleviate more suf-

fering, prevent more transgression, and
bring about greater peace and content-

ment in the human soul than could be
obtained in any other way.
A prominent American judge was

asked what we as citizens of the coun-
tries of the world could do to reduce
crime and disobedience to law and to
bring peace and contentment into our
lives and into our nations. He care-
fully replied, "I would suggest a return
to the old-fashioned practice of fam-
ily prayer."


