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really enjoy it. They are taught that

we are the children of God and that

as his children we have that spark of

divinity in us which makes it possible

for us to reach immortal heights by
living according to the teachings of the

gospel of his Son Jesus Christ.

It is encouraging to know that my
grandchildren, twenty-four of them,
are being taught to pray to God and
thank him for his many blessings and
ask for his guidance and strength from
day to day, to have faith in him, to

realize that they have a purpose in
life, and that the principles taught by
Jesus Christ are the principles by which
we must govern our lives. Where can
you find a lovelier sight than a family
kneeling together in prayer to their
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Father in heaven in the full knowledge
that he can and will hear and answer
their prayers?

Families throughout the Church are

being taught these things, and they are

taught to be honest, true, chaste, be-

nevolent, virtuous, and to do good to

all men. They are also taught that if

there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of

good report or praiseworthy, to seek

after these things and that to meet the

evils and temptations in the world
today we must have faith in God and
live according to the principles of the

gospel as taught by Jesus Christ.

May we all have the vision, the

faith, and the courage to so order our
lives, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters and friends,

and this includes the unseen listening

audience hearing this service this after-

noon, I wish to express a few thoughts
which to me appear timely and im-
portant. I am deeply concerned with
the unmoral and unethical trends in

our society and the American way of

life established by the founding fathers

of our beloved country. The very
foundations of moral and ethical be-

havior are crumbling about us. This
President David O. McKay pointed out
so poignantly and eloquently to us
this morning. Satan seems to have
power over his dominions.

Beware the Forces of Destruction

There are many-headed serpents at

work in the world, and often unknow-
ingly, or unwittingly, but certainly un-
wisely, some folk play into the hands
of wicked, designing men and en-

dorse and promote their crafty schemes
and plans which are evil and harmful
to the society of decent men and
women. These evil influences which
are insidiously creeping in among us

paint an alarming view for the future

if we do not awaken and take proper

action to reverse these undesirable
trends.

"Monster of frightful mien"

The issues may not appear to be too

significant when each promotion is

quietly initiated, but with an apathetic

populace and the sympathetic support

of misguided prominent men and
women, both in and out of public

office, they are coming with more
regularity and frequency as power of

position increases. Too many of us are

naive, undiscerning, and unsuspecting

in these matters. We do not acquaint

ourselves sufficiently with vital issues

which should concern us, nor do we
always determine the motives behind
them; therefore, by our complacency
and the subtle claims of value by the

promoters, we seem to be unaware of

the seriousness these issues present.

Only with knowledge of the affairs

and happenings of national, state, and
community interest, with eternal and
watchful vigilance, can the honest in

heart be safeguarded against designing

men and the underworld element of

iniquity, who want to set up for

financial gain many forms of vice and
harmful substances detrimental and
degrading to the physical, moral, and
spiritual well-being of young and old

alike.
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Evil Is Aggressive and Ruthless

When these Satanic influences get

their foot in the door, they will attempt

to ride roughshod over the barriers of

decency to expand their diabolical

plans and operations. All the proposed

controls to these evils will be swept
aside and the innocent and undiscern-

ing exposed to every nefarious scheme
promoted by such powerful organized

interests.

The Best Defense

We must be an alert people, ever

defending our rights, liberties, and
ideals by active and interested partici-

pation in all which concerns us.

Throughout this nation many doors in

devious ways are being opened to the
underworld with their racketeering

and evil designs. It seems so many of

us who could act cooperatively and
legitimately according to just pur-
poses and procedures conform by co-

ercion because it is the order of the
day, rather than take an active part
for that which is right and be cou-
rageous enough to stand up and be
counted for being on the side of right.

I do not mean people or groups
should lawlessly take things into their

own hands, but rather seek redress

by personal or written petition accord-

ing to the rights and privileges guar-

anteed by the basic constitution of this

land. To assure security of righteous

purpose, the Lord has warned and
counseled:

". . . when the wicked rule the
people mourn.

"Wherefore, honest men and wise
men should be sought for diligently,

and good men and wise men ye should
observe to uphold; otherwise whatso-
ever is less than these cometh of evil."

(D&C 98:9-10.)

There are many do-gooders and pre-

ferential organized interests which con-

fuse many issues and tend to dominate

by coercion and intimidation the

minds and the morale of men. Honest
and honorable men and women are

constant subjects of deception by the

unscrupulous, ambitious agents of

darkness.

Power on the Lord's Side

The Lord has spoken and warned:
"Hearken, O ye people, and open

your hearts and give ear from afar;

and listen, you that call yourselves

the people of the Lord, and hear the

word of the Lord and his will con-

cerning you.

"For this is a day of warning, and
not a day of many words. For I, the

Lord, am not to be mocked in the

last days." (Ibid., 63:1, 58.)

He has further said that he requires

the heart and a willing mind and the

obedience of the children of men in

these last days, and that he expects us

to walk in all the commandments of

God blameless. (See ibid., 64:22, 34;

88:133.)

Why are we gathered here in the

tops of the mountains? We are assem-

bled here unitedly to perfect ourselves

and be living examples of that which
we proclaim unto the world—God's

word and law. It is from here that the

word of the Lord is to go forth to

all nations. The law cannot go forth

from Zion in power to the people of

the world, and successfully so, without

faithful example and courageous spiri-

tual firmness by the Saints to support

fully every principle, standard, and
ideal which is part and parcel of the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

"Now is the time to show!"

The enemies of righteousness should

know our works, sincerity of purpose

and convictions, and where we as a

Church and people stand on vital

moral issues.

All good, honorable men and women
are invited, welcomed, and received

gladly in our communities to enjoy

the benefit of our society, spiritual en-

vironment, companionship, and friend-

ship. All of us should be intensely

interested in wholesome community
life with a moral and spiritual in-

fluence where families are free from
all forms of vices and enticements to

do evil. We should not open our doors

to questionable influences because we
are not interested in them nor do we
wish to expose ourselves or our loved

ones to that which they offer. No
individual or institution or organiza-
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tion of men can offer anything com-
parable to what the Lord has given
his people. It is his gospel plan and
way of righteousness we seek. Anything
contrary cannot bring happiness and
peace. As people of the Lord we are

different, and we choose, and I hope
dare, always to be different.

Uphold the Ways of the Lord

We are therefore set apart to uphold
the ways of the Lord and sustain the
virtues of Godliness in our personal
lives and by our example of righteous-

ness stand as an ensign of hope and
goodwill to the nations of the earth.

The Lord has declared that ".
. . the

rebellious shall be pierced with much
sorrow; . . .

"For they have strayed from mine
ordinances, and have broken mine
everlasting covenant;
"They seek not the Lord to establish

his righteousness, but every man walk-
eth in his own way, and after the
image of his own God, whose image
is in the likeness of the world, . .

."

(Ibid., 1:3, 15-16.)

No Compromise with Evil

Can we risk liberality in our personal
viewpoints and interpret to our own
selfish ends the revelations from the
Lord as taught in scripture and by
divinely called men and thus attempt
to set at naught the commandments of

God? We are advised not to trifle

with sacred things. It isn't wise for

man to set aside the counsels of God
and walk in his own way, which way
is a path of pitfalls and of the errors of

darkness. Every soul should seek

through righteousness the light of the
Spirit as a guide through his entire

mortal life.

In large measure truth these days is

so screened and bantered about that

it walks a tightrope. Truth not only
requires of us a good knowledge of the
revealed word which constitutes our
path of safety for the kind of life God
intends us to live, but also faith and
testimony of those things which give

us the motivating desire to act accord-

ing to the will of God. Our beloved
Savior said he came ".

. . not to do
mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me."

First Day

". . . for I do always those things

that please him." (John 6:38, 8:29.)

Vigorous Offensive Guided and
Sustained by Righteousness and Truth

The same reverent attitude and
willing obedience should abide in the

hearts of all mankind today.

Are we at any time ever justified

in sacrificing the teachings of eternal

principles for gain or favor to satisfy

our personal desires and vain ambi-

tions? Are we ever justified when we
appease individuals or organized pres-

sure interests whose demands are

adverse to the beneficial moral and
spiritual blessing of people?

Mormon, an ancient prophet of the

Americas, wisely said:

"Wherefore, all things which are

good cometh of God; and that which is

evil cometh of the devil; for the devil

is an enemy unto God, and fighteth

against him continually, and inviteth

and enticeth to sin, and to do that

which is evil continually.

"But behold, that which is of God
inviteth and enticeth to do good con-

tinually; wherefore, every thing which
inviteth and enticeth to do good, and

to love God, and to serve him, is in-

spired of God." (Moroni 7:12-13.)

This statement rings with truth and
understanding.

Nephi, another great American
prophet, records that he was led by the

Spirit of God in the things which he

did. Explaining to the understanding

of his brothers on one occasion about

the teachings of their father which
they did not comprehend, he asked

them this enlightening question:

"Have ye inquired of the Lord?" (1

Nephi 15:8.)

Here is an important key. It takes

faith to inquire of the Lord, and faith

requires righteousness of lives to secure

an answer from God.
Another early American prophet

counseled:

"For the natural man is an enemy
to God, and has been from the fall of

Adam, and will be, forever and ever,

unless he yields to the enticings of the

Holy Spirit, . .
." (Mosiah 3:19.)

Can a man or woman who inquires

of the Lord and truly desires to be led
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by the Spirit and willingly yields to

the enticings of the Holy Spirit support

and approve any plan or promotion of

evil intent or purpose contrary to his

or her convictions and be able to

square his conscience with moral up-
rightness?

We are not true to our God nor sup-

porting as we should the gospel of

his Son, our Beloved Savior, when we
give encouragement to and champion
iniquitous causes of sin and degrada-

tion, which can only destroy the

virtues of Christlike character and
the fundamentals of true religion in the

lives of people.

The great Prophet Alma admonish-
ing his people said:

".
. . can ye imagine yourselves

brought before the tribunal of God
with your souls filled with guilt and
remorse, having a remembrance of all

your guilt, yea, a perfect remembrance
of all your wickedness, yea, a remem-
brance that ye have set at defiance the

commandments of God? . . .

"I say unto you, can ye look up
to God at that day with a pure heart

and clean hands?
"I say unto you, can ye think of

being saved when you have yielded

yourselves to become subjects to the

devil?" (Alma 5:18-20.)

Later, in this same discourse the

following is recorded:

"For I say unto you that whatsoever
is good cometh from God, and whatso-

ever is evil cometh from the devil."

(Ibid., 5:40.)

God Has Marked the Path

We have no excuse to err in our
knowledge and understanding of right

and wrong because God has marked
out the path, the straight and narrow
way which leads to life eternal. An
ancient American prophet said that
".

. . men are instructed sufficiently

that they know good from evil." (2
Nephi 2:5.) The oppositions of man
cannot change truth or principle, or

moral or ethical standards as revealed

of God; therefore, men have no excuse

for not arriving at right answers and
decisions in all matters which come
before them. By inquiring of the Lord
and listening to the voice of his Spirit

and having a willingness to be guided
thereby, we will always find ourselves

on the Lord's side of every issue and
be strengthened to defend and hold
fast to that which is good and accept-

able to our God.
Another prophet challenged his

people by saying:

"Behold, the scriptures are before

you; if ye will wrest them it shall be to

your own destruction." (Alma 13:20.)

"For behold, the Lord hath said:

I will not succor my people in the day
of their transgression; but I will hedge
up their ways that they prosper not;

and their doings shall be as a stum-
bling block before them." (Mosiah
7:29.)

Alma, counseling his son against the

insidious works of darkness, said to

him:
". . . trust not those secret plans

unto this people, but teach them an
everlasting hatred against sin and in-

iquity." (Alma 37:32.)

Continuing, he admonished:
"Teach them to never be weary of

good works, but to be meek and lowly

in heart; for such shall find rest to

their souls." (Ibid., 37:34.)

In our day the Lord has declared:
".

. . mine anger is kindled against

the rebellious, . . .

"And he that will not take up his

cross and follow me, and keep my com-
mandments, the same shall not be

saved.

"Behold, I, the Lord, command; and
he that will not obey shall be cut off

in mine own due time, after I have
commanded and the commandment is

broken." (D&C 56:1-3.)

The following are some additional

latter-day scriptures which are most
meaningful and a knowledge of which
should encourage every person to righ-

teous living and Godly pursuits:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, wo
be unto him that lieth to deceive be-

cause he supposeth that another lieth

to deceive, for such are not exempt
from the justice of God." (Ibid.,

10:28.)

"And I give unto you a command-
ment, that ye shall forsake all evil and
cleave unto all good, that ye shall live

by every word which proceedeth forth



GENERAL CONFERENCE26
Sunday, April 4, 1965

out of the mouth of God." {Ibid.,

98:11.)

"Therefore, be not afraid of your
enemies, for I have decreed in my
heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove

you in all things, whether you will

abide in my covenant, even unto death,

that you may be found worthy.

"For if ye will not abide in my
covenant ye are not worthy of me."
(Ibid., 98:14-15.)

"And this shall be our covenant

—

that we will walk in all the ordi-

nances of the Lord." (Ibid., 136:4.)

"Wherefore, let every man beware
lest he do that which is not in truth

and righteousness before me." (Ibid.,

50:9.)

"For of him unto whom much is

given much is required; and he who
sins against the greater light shall

receive the greater condemnation.
".

. . and inasmuch as ye keep not
my sayings, which I give unto you, ye

become transgressors; and justice and
judgment are the penalty which is

affixed unto my law." (Ibid., 82:3-4.)

My brothers and sisters and friends,

these scriptural quotations clearly de-

fine the true course God would have
us live. To keep the commandments
of God is the whole duty of man. God
has decreed that his law is to be kept

on this land.

It is our obligation to unitedly stand

firm and steadfast and immovable in

keeping the commandments of God
and unequivocally support firmly that

which God has revealed and teaches

so clearly to the understanding of all

who desire to understand. We cannot
be passive nor complacent about issues

which destroy the rights, privileges,

and freedoms which God has given us.

Should any individual or group de-

precate or deal loosely with temporal,

moral, and spiritual basics, the bless-

ings of heaven will not abide with
them. We cannot go along with the

crowd and do as they do. We choose to

be different because we are different.

To be worldly minded separates us

from heavenly blessings and oppor-
tunities for true happiness and peace.

"Walk uprightly before the Lord,"
and Never Waver

We should never waver as a people

First Day

in our determination to support moral
issues. Any vacillation would permit
our courage to be tested for enactments
and promotions which are evil and
harmful in nature. It reminds one of

the dares youth often make to each
other to do something that is not
proper or right or wise. Accepting a

dare often ends disastrously. There is

no wisdom or justification in giving ear

to such taunts and irresponsible chal-

lenges. We must uphold and maintain
that which we believe and know to be
right with a firmness of conviction

and purpose. This will provide a

wholesome moral and spiritual in-

fluence in our communities and appeal

to those who desire a quality environ-

ment for a peaceful and rewarding
home life where children can grow
up with companionships of young men
and women with like moral and spiri-

tual standards and ideals.

I pray that God will bless all of us

to be true and faithful to the trusts,

obligations, and covenants we have
entered into with him and to honor-

ably keep every condition of our vows,

I humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the

Council of Twelve has just spoken to

us, and before him President Nathan
Eldon Tanner of the First Presidency.

We have just received an interesting

note which I am sure you will enjoy

hearing. Elder Ezra Taft Benson re-

ceived word from his daughter in

Frankfurt, Germany, at noon that the

proceedings of this morning's session

were heard there in Germany in the

German language and they came
through beautifully to the edification

and blessing and delight of the mem-
bers of the Church and their friends.

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing, "High On
A Mountain Top, A Banner is Un-
furled," conducted by Jay E. Welch.
After the singing Elder Bruce R. Mc-
Conkie of the First Council of Seventy
will speak to us.

The Choir and congregation joined

in singing the hymn, "High On the
Mountain Top."


