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sent that to me to put in. an enve-
lope to send back to his companion,
and he did not want him to know
whence it came. Oh, what a lesson!

Saturday, another lesson. I picked up
a little granddaughter, a beautiful little

girl. I asked her to come home with
me to lunch. I told her we would have
to hurry because I had an appointment.
I told her mother I would bring her
back after lunch. As we were preparing
to eat lunch, she was talking and visit-

ing. She is a wonderful little girl, only
ten years old, one of the choicest spirits

I have ever known. She has suffered

many illnesses, serious operations, but
she is well now, thanks to the blessings

of the Lord. As we were eating, I was
hurrying her, and she said, "Grandpa,
why are you always in such a hurry?"
(Well, I didn't know she knew that.)

Then she looked at me so sweetly and
innocently and said, "Do you have
problems and worries?" "No, not me,"
I answered. "I have an appointment,
but not necessarily worries or prob-

lems." Then she answered me and said,

"I'm glad I don't have any worries or

any problems. I love everybody." I

wondered if she thought I didn't.

Perhaps, this is the source of some of

our troubles. This may be the source of

some of our worries and some of our

problems. Do we love everybody?

Prophets in Our Midst

I want to bear my testimony to you
that I know that the Lord is our Father

and that Jesus Christ is the Savior of

the world, the Son of God. I would like

to ask you: How would you feel if

someone should tell you that the

Prophet Abraham is in your midst?
How would you feel if they should say

that the Prophet Moses or Samuel or

Isaiah is here in your midst? And what
would you think if someone should
say to you that the Apostle Paul or

Peter or James or John is here? Well,
there are prophets and Apostles here in

your midst, and you are looking at

them today. They are the prophets and
Apostles with the same authority as the

Apostles of old. You have been listen-

ing to the word of the Lord, for those

who have spoken to you are of the

Lord. Can you imagine what the Lord
meant when he said, "What I the Lord
have spoken, I have spoken, and I

excuse not myself; and though the

heavens and the earth pass away, my
word shall not pass away, but shall all

be fulfilled, whether by mine own
voice or by the voice of my servants,

it is the same"? (D&C 1:38. Italics

added.)

That means that the words you have

heard today, yesterday, and the day

before, and that you hear from time to

time from the prophets and the

Apostles are the same as if the Lord

were speaking to you. We who are

privileged to work closely with these

great men constantly see the inspira-

tion of the Lord flowing to them back

to you and to me.
God grant that we may have the

strength and the faith to purge our

souls of all those things that are not of

the Lord, I humbly pray in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

Elder Thorpe B. Isaacson, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just spoken to us.

Elder John Longden, also Assistant to

the Twelve, will now address us. He
will be followed by Elder Bernard P.

Brockbank, Assistant to the Twelve.

ELDER JOHN LONGDEN

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers, sisters, and friends assem-
bled here in this historic building,

and those of you who are sometimes
termed the "unseen audience," may I

express my gratitude for your taking
time to see and listen in to the pro-

ceedings of these great conference

sessions. I would like to take this

opportunity, too, to say hello to my
sweetheart who is listening today, and
I feel her spirit.

May I repeat the words of President
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McKay at the opening of this confer-

ence read by his son Robert, found in

2 Timothy, the fourth chapter:

"Preach the Word"

"I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, . . . [to]

preach the word; . .
." (Vs. 1-2.)

That is what I have in mind at this

time, if the Lord will bless me.
"We believe that the first principles

and ordinances of the Gospel are: first,

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second,

Repentance; third, Baptism by im-
mersion for the remission of sins;

fourth, Laying on of hands for the
gift of the Holy Ghost." (Fourth
article of faith.)

Jesus Commissioned The Disciples

May I take you back in your mind's
eye to almost 2,000 years ago, after

the resurrection of Jesus, when he had
commissioned his disciples, which
means he had given them the authority

to go forth and teach.

The day to which I refer is known
as the day of Pentecost. Many were
assembled, and Peter was the mouth-
piece on this occasion. He taught:

"We all are witnesses"

"This Jesus hath God raised up,

whereof we all are witnesses.

"Therefore being by the right hand
of God exalted, and having received

of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which
ye now see and hear. . . .

"Therefore let all the house of Israel

know assuredly, that God hath made
that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci-

fied, both Lord and Christ.

"Now when they heard this, they

were pricked in their heart, and said

unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall

we do?
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent,

and be baptized every one of you in

the name of Jesus Christ for the re-

mission of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost.

"For the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.

Third Day

"And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save your-

selves from this untoward generation.

"Then they that gladly received his

word were baptized: and the same day
there were added unto them about
three thousand souls." (Acts 2:32-33,

36-41.)

Illustrations To Inculcate Faith

Those who were pricked in their

hearts gave evidence of faith, the first

principle of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The scriptures are replete with stories

of faith.

"Behold the fowls of the air: for they

sow not, neither do they reap, nor

gather into barns; yet your heavenly

Father feedeth them. Are ye not much
better than they?

"Which of you by taking thought

can add one cubit unto his stature?

"And why take ye thought for rai-

ment? Consider the lilies of the field,

how they grow; they toil not, neither

do they spin;

"And yet I say unto you, That even

Solomon in all his glory was not

arrayed like one of these.

"Wherefore, if God so clothe the

grass of the field, which to day is,

and to morrow is cast into the oven,

shall he not much more clothe you,

O ye of little faith?" (Matt. 6:26-30.)

Paul said, ".
. . faith is the substance

of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen." (Heb. 11:1.)

"And Jesus said unto them, Because

of your unbelief: for verily I say unto

you, If ye have faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed, ye shall say unto this moun-
tain, Remove hence to yonder place;

and it shall remove; and nothing shall

be impossible unto you." (Matt. 17:20.)

The next principle is repentance as

taught on that great day of Pentecost.

Repentance a Principle for

Reformation of Life

Repentance is a principle and not

merely an expression of penitent grief.

It involves a reformation of life. The
Apostle Paul spoke to the Corinthian

Saints:

"Now I rejoice, not that ye were

made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to

repentance: . . .
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"For godly sorrow worketh repen-
tance to salvation not to be repented

of: but the sorrow of the world work-
eth death." (2 Cor. 7:9-10.)

Repentance is an eternal truth and
principle. The Prophet Isaiah under-
stood this principle when he said: "Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let

him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon." (Isa.

55:7.)

In conclusion, as a true definition of

repentance, let me quote the words of

Paul to the Ephesians:
"Wherefore putting away lying,

speak every man truth with his neigh-
bour: . . .

"Be ye angry, and sin not: let not
the sun go down upon your wrath:

"Neither give place to the devil.

"Let him that stole steal no more: . .

.

"Let no corrupt communication pro-
ceed out of your mouth, . .

." (Eph.
4:25-29.)

This is the only repentance taught in

Holy Writ and simply means to for-

sake all sin and accomplish a reforma-
tion of life.

Yes, a transition, a transformation, a

miracle can come in the lives of indi-

viduals today.

I remember being at the baptism
not too long ago of a fine business-

man who had maintained the stan-

dards of the Church but hadn't
conformed with the formalities. I lis-

tened to his first words as he came up
out of the waters of baptism: "Oh,
why have I waited so lonsr?"

Another expression, "Why have I

waited until the afternoon of mv life

to see and understand the truths of

the gospel?"

Yes, miracles are taking place each
day in this Dispensation of the Ful-

ness of Times. What is a miracle? An
act of happening in the material or

physical world which seems to depart
from the laws of nature or to go be-
yond what is known of these laws; yes,

a wonder, a marvel.

Baptism—the First Ordinance

That brings me to the third prin-

ciple and the first ordinance of the

gospel of Jesus Christ, which is bap-
tism.

Faith and repentance are principles,

and in baptism we come to the first

ordinance necessary to enter the king-

dom.

Baptism is essential to salvation, and
according to the scriptures it must be
a specific type of baptism—in other

words, performed by immersion. It is

for the remission of sins, required by

all who reach the age of eight years,

for such the Lord has revealed in this

day.

"In those days came John the Bap-
tist, preaching in the wilderness of

Judaea,

"And saying, Repent ye: for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.

"Then went out to him Jerusalem,

and all Judaea, and all the region

round about Jordan,

"And were baptized of him in Jordan,

confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the

Pharisees, and Sadducees come to his

baptism, he said unto them, O genera-

tion of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?

"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for

repentance:

"And think not to say within your-

selves, We have Abraham to our

father: for I say unto you, that God
is able' of these stones to raise up chil-

dren unto Abraham.

"And now also the axe is laid unto
the root of the trees: therefore everv

tree which bringeth not forth good

fruit is hewn down, and cast into the

fire.

"I indeed baptize you with water

unto repentance: but he that cometh
after me is mightier than I. whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall

baptize1 you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire:

"Whose fan is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly purge his floor, and
gather his wheat into the garner; but

he will burn up the chaff with un-

quenchable fire.

"Then cometh Jesus from Galilee

to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of

him.
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"But John forbad him, saying, I have
need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me?
"And Jesus answering said unto him,

Suffer it to be so now: for thus it

becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.

Then he suffered him.
"And Jesus, when he was baptized,

went up straightway out of the water:

and, lo, the heavens were opened unto

him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting

upon him:
"And lo a voice from heaven, say-

ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased." (Matt. 3:1-2, 5-17.)

So we see how essential baptism is,

performed legitimately by one having

the authority, first to enter the king-

dom and second to enable the indi-

vidual to fulfil all righteousness.

"One Lord, one faith, one baptism,"

(Eph. 4:5.)

The Lord to Nicodemus said, "Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he

cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

(John 3:5.)

The Gift of the Holy Ghost

Which brings me to the fourth prin-

ciple and the second ordinance, the

reception of the Holy Spirit.

Having shown that faith, repentance,

and baptism are essential to the re-

mission of sins, let us now consider the

reception of the Holy Spirit.

Man is not prepared for the in-

dwelling of the Holy Ghost unless he
repents of his sins and becomes freed

from them by obedience to the laws

of God.
To show that the laying on hands

for the gift of the Holy Ghost by those

having divine authority was practised

by the ancient Apostles, I refer to

Acts 8:14-21:

"Now when the apostles which were

at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent

unto them Peter and John:
"Who, when they were come down,

prayed for them, that they might re-

ceive the Holy Ghost:
"(For as yet he was fallen upon

none of them: only they were baptized

in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

Third Day

"Then laid they their hands on
them, and they received the Holy
Ghost.
"And when Simon saw that through

laying on of the apostles' hands the
Floly Ghost was given, he offered them
money,

"Saying, Give me also this power,
that on whomsoever I lay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost.

"But Peter said unto him, Thy
money perish with thee, because thou
hast thought that the gift of God may
be purchased with money.

"Thou hast neither part nor lot in

this matter: for thy heart is not right

in the sight of God."

Another experience in the life of the

the Apostle Paul:

"And when Paul had laid his hands
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on
them; . .

." (Ibid., 19:6.)

"The Laying on of Hands"

The following references also indi-

cate the laying on of hands as a sacred

rite which would not have been
adopted by the Apostles unless com-
manded of God to do so:

"Neglect not the gift that is in thee,

which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands. . .

."

(1 Tim. 4:14.)

"Wherefore I put thee in remem-
brance that thou stir up the gift of

God, which is in thee by the putting

on of my hands." (2 Tim. 1:6.)

The Holy Ghost is a great boon or

favor from the Lord, and many bless-

ings are received because of it.

"But the Comforter, which is the

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will

send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to

your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you." (John 14:26.)

Now in conclusion on this, may I

give you a thought from Paul in Gala-
tions, and then a thought from Parley

P. Pratt.

Paul said, "But the fruit of the Spirit

is love, joy, peace, longsuffering gentle-

ness, goodness, faith,

"Meekness, temperance: . .
." (Gal.

5:22-23.)
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And Parley P. Pratt, a prophet of

the Lord in this dispensation, gave
this definition of the Holy Ghost.

"It inspires virtue, kindness, good-
ness, tenderness, gentleness, and char-

ity. It develops beauty of person, form,

and features. It tends to health, vigor,

animation, and social feeling. It de-

velops and invigorates all the faculties

of the physical and intellectual man.
It strengthens, invigorates and gives

tone to the nerves. In short, it is, as

it were, marrow to the bone, joy to

the heart, light to the eyes, music to

the ears, and life to the whole being."

(Parley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of

Theology, 1948 edition, p. 100; as

quoted in James E. Talmage, Articles

of Faith, p. 487.)

I bear witness that that Spirit is

prevalent on the earth today and will

come to those who have faith, who
repent, who are baptized by the true

servants of the Lord, and it will be

unto them as a boon and a favor and
a guide into further light, truth, and
knowledge. I bear witness to these

things in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

He to whom we have just listened is

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the

Twelve. We shall now hear from
Elder Bernard P. Brockbank.

ELDER BERNARD P. BROCKBANK

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Brothers and sisters, we are here today

because of revelation from the Lord.

I am going to be very brief, but I would
just like to share with you a recent

experience, one that many of us often

have.

Shortcomings of Moderation

As I traveled from New York to

Chicago on the way to this conference,

I was seated next to a VIP from one of

the large industrial firms of the world.

He was well educated as a leader and
as a lawyer in his profession. He said

that he had met and personally knew
several Mormons in responsible posi-

tions and that he was impressed with
their loyalty, their integrity, and their

dedication.

During our conversation on religion

he said that he knew little about the

Bible, but he believed in moderation
regarding the laws and commandments
of God. This sounds good, and some-
times we find ourselves indulging in

the same type of thinking.

I asked him how moderation worked
on the commandment, "Thou shalt not

kill." (Exod. 20:13.) How does it work
on the commandment, "Thou shalt not

commit adultery"? (V. 14.)

How does it work on the command-
ment, "Thou shalt not steal"? (V. 15.)

And after taking thought he said,

"Moderation doesn't seem to work in
all cases."

I asked him how it worked in regard
to the great law given by the Savior,

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind." (Matt.
22:37.)

He said, "Moderation kills the
strength of this great law."

Justification of sin, whether in mod-
eration or otherwise, is not from God.
It is deceitfully inspired by Satan.

May I be a little personal. Have you
ever justified weakness and sin in

moderation? Do you personally have
anything to repent of? Of course we
know the answer. How long have you
had the sin or weakness that you desire

to repent of? It is easier to give a ser-

mon on repentance than to practise

repentance.

Repentance—Principle of Re-education

What is the next move of one who
has a problem to repent of? Have you
taught repentance to your children?

It is of such vital importance in God's
program that it must be taught and


