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God's laws, rather we break ourselves

against them."

Easy to Live: Hard NOT to

Live God's Laws

I thought of this girl behind bars

—

she had not broken God's laws at all,

but rather had broken herself against
them, and so it is with anyone who
tries to violate the laws which God
has given to us for our own happiness.

They are for our good, and when we
violate them, we suffer spiritually,

physically, and emotionally. Remem-
ber, oh youth, it's not nearly so hard
to live the commandments as not to

live them.
The burden of keeping the com-

mandments of the Lord is light com-
pared to the burden of sin which we
carry when we violate the command-
ments of God. The Savior said, "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn

of me; for I am meek and lowly in

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light." (Matt. 11:28-30.)

May you, the youth of this Church,

First Day

remember, as my grandpa Beal im-
pressed upon us deacons that day, that

there is more authority in the priest-

hood of God than in the hand of any
monarch that ever lived. While you'll

find it the greatest challenge in life

to be true to the high standards which
you know—as did my friend who re-

pented of swearing at his horse—you'll

find it easier, I promise you, to keep
the commandments of God than not

to keep them. You needn't carry the

heavy burden of sin if you will carry

his burden, for the Lord has said,

"Come unto me, . . . and ye shall find

rest unto your souls. For my yoke is

easy, and my burden is light." (Idem.)

I bear you my humble witness that

God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, that

President David O. McKay is the

prophet and mouthpiece of the Lord
on the earth today, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder A. Theodore Tuttle of the

First Council of Seventy has just

spoken to us.

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to

the Church, will now speak to us.

ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH
Patriarch to the Church

With the help of the Lord and an
interest in your faith and prayers, I

would like to continue a little thought
along the same line that Brother

Tuttle has been talking to us, and
which we have heard also from Presi-

dent Joseph Fielding Smith today.

Temple Marriage

I think our young people in the

Church, right down inside, all have a

desire to get married in the temple, to

live the laws, and to receive the bless-

ings of the Church. As I have talked

with many of these young people, I

have learned a little rule that I have
offered to them. Those who would like

to receive the blessings of the gospel,

the blessings of exaltation, I suggest

that if they would follow this little

rule, it would be almost automatic that

they would in proper time have the

opportunity of going to the temple and
receiving the sealing blessings. Of
course any such rule would have the

prerequisite that you live the law
yourself, of which we have heard to-

day, that you live all the law of the

gospel, keep the commandments of the

Lord, that you yourself would be

worthy.

Assurance—Worthiness

Many girls worry about the oppor-

tunity of marrying in the temple.

With young men, I think it is their

responsibility to find the young lady

and take her to the temple. With the
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young lady it is a little bit different.

She has to accept an invitation. She
doesn't have the responsibility of

leadership, and so she has to wait for

an invitation. Most young ladies have
a way of getting an invitation, and we
don't seem to object to that. But to

these young ladies I would suggest

that they follow this little rule, and
to the young men it would be just

the other side of the coin. I would
say to the young ladies, first, you don't

have to worry about the boys if you
will make sure that all of your girl

friends with whom you closely asso-

ciate are living the standards of the

Church.

I have young people come to me
from all parts of the world where we
have membership, and they will often

say, "In our area there aren't very
many members of the Church." And
they say, "We don't have the oppor-
tunity of finding companions who are

members of the Church."

Teach Your Friends

Membership in the Church isn't

the main requirement in this case. The
main requirement is that they live the

standards of the Church, and we have
heard today some principles regarding

the standards of the Church, the high
ideals which the Church sets for

righteous and clean living, and there

are many people in the world who are

not members of the Church who are

living good lives. You find these people

to associate with, if you can't find

good members of the Church; but at

any rate, whether they are members
or not, associate with those who are

living the standards of the Church.

If we were to isolate ourselves from
those who are not members of the

Church, we would be depriving our-

selves of opportunities of teaching the

gospel to many who are worthy and
who are seeking the gospel. So this

gives us an opportunity of doing mis-

sionary work with those who are not

members and who are good, clean,

young people. If one of your friends

starts practices we don't approve of,

you teach her better. If she accepts

your teaching, you will have made a

lifelong friend. If she does not accept

your teaching, you will not have made
an enemy, but you will have won her
respect.

Let's follow this rule and analyze

how it works out. I say to the young
men, they should associate with young
men who are living the standards of

the Church. If a young woman is

associating with a group of her girl

friends who are living the standards

of the Church, it will be automatic
that young men who are living the
standards of the Church will become
her associates. And if there is one girl

in the group who is not living the

standards of the Church, then she will

introduce to her girl friends young
men who are not living the standards

of the Church. A young man always
wants to date the loveliest girls in his

acquaintance. Then through the girl

friend who is not living the church
standards come the boys who are not
living the church standards.

Then if you make dates with a
young man who is not living the
standards of the Church, the young
men who are living the standards will

say to themselves, "Well, if she goes

out with that fellow, I don't want to

have anything to do with her." Then
you wonder why you don't get oppor-

tunities to date with the nicer boys.

The Best Companion

When a young man starts looking

for a companion for life, he doesn't

want a girl just as good as he is; he
wants one who is just a little bit better,

and he usually gets her. Ask most
married men if that isn't just about
right. So the young man won't look

for the girl who is just his level in

this group to become his companion.
He will try to select the finest, love-

liest, cleanest girl in that group that

he can get, and if you are one of the

better girls in that group, you are

likely to be his target.

I had a woman come to me who
had been married out of the Church
against counsel and then divorced,

and then she came to me with
her problems, and goodness knows
she needed help. When I started
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to describe to her the type of man she
should have married, she said to me,
"Where do you find such pious men?"
I asked her what kind of young girls

she associated with before she was
married, what percentage of her girl

friends lived the standards of the

Church or kept the Word of Wisdom;
and she said, "Well, about fifty or
seventy-five percent of my girl friends

did not even live the Word of Wis-
dom." There was the answer.

I said, "How did you expect to find

a young man who would be eligible

to take you to the temple?"

Like Seeks Like

I have had many experiences talking

with young ladies who were mixed up
with an undesirable boy friend who
could not take her to the temple, and
in every case I have found that she
has become acquainted with this un-
desirable boy friend through a girl

friend who was not living the stan-

dards of the Church.
We have heard the expression

"Birds of a feather flock together."

You select those with whom you
associate, those who are living the

standards of the Church, and of course

that requires that you live the stan-

dards of the Church; and by that

process in the natural course of events,

you will have the privilege of marriage
in the temple for time and all eternity.

Continue the activities in the

auxiliaries; that is why we have aux-

iliaries, the MIA and Sunday School,
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to give our people an opportunity
of associating together so that they
may have associates who are living

the standards of the Church—so

that when the time comes and they
are ready, they may go to the house
of the Lord to be sealed for time and
eternity and open the door of oppor-
tunity of receiving the blessings of

exaltation in the celestial kingdom.
I want to bear witness that this is the

true gospel of Jesus Christ, the way by
which we may obtain these blessings

of exaltation, that this is his Church
upon the earth, and that David O. Mc-
Kay is his prophet and our President
of his Church on the earth—the king-

dom of God. I bear you this testimony
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to

the Church, has just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "O Say What Is

Truth."
After the singing, Elder Alma Sonne,

Assistant to the Twelve, will speak to

us.

The Singing Mothers and the con-
gregation joined in singing the hymn
"O Say, What Is Truth?"

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the

Twelve, will speak to us. He will be
followed by Elder William J. Critch-

low, Jr., Assistant to the Twelve.

ELDER ALMA SONNE
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brethren and sisters: I have been
impressed as you have by the proceed-

ings of this conference, and I was
particularly impressed by the wonder-
ful sermon delivered here this morning
by President David O. McKay. I hope

the Latter-day Saints will remember

that sermon and will cherish it as long

as they live.

I quote from Psalm nineteen:

"The heavens declare the glory of

God; and the firmament sheweth his

handywork.
"Day unto day uttereth speech, and

night unto night sheweth knowledge.

"There is no speech nor language,

where their voice is not heard." (Psalm
19:1-3.)

An Overruling Providence

The testimony of nature is strong

and convincing regarding the existence


