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Women in our great nation enjoy

civil rights and liberties like men:
they can vote and run for public offices

like men; they can own property and
drive cars like men; they can frequent

public places like men; they can work
when, where, and if they please like

men; they can smoke, curse, and blas-

pheme the name of God like men; they

can eat, drink, and be merry like men;
they can cut their hair like men and
wear men's clothes. One thing they
cannot do as men—they cannot violate

the oath and covenant of the priest-

hood as some men who bear the
priesthood do. Maybe you should
thank God for that. If that, dear
Sister, gives comfort to your soul, then
let me disturb your comfort by re-

minding you that by reason of your
temple experience, you do have cer-

tain priesthood covenants to keep and
to uphold. Had you forgotten them?

Just as that great unseen electrical

power flows through wires to bless

mankind, so does that great unseen
priesthood power flow through or-

dained men to bless mankind. Can
anyone come close enough to its

source to actually see and know it?

Unfortunately, some men have and
then have turned away denying and
repudiating it—even rebelling against

the revealed truth. We call them sons

of perdition.

The husband is the family head for

administrative purposes, solely.

He is first among equals for the sake

of order in the family, only.

First among two personalities, hus-
band and wife, is the man. Copartner
and equal with him, in the sight of

God, is the woman. ".
. . neither is the

man without the woman, neither the

woman without the man, in the Lord."

(1 Cor. 11:11.)

Can man achieve exaltation without
a woman at his side?

"Let not your heart be troubled,
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neither let it be afraid." (John 14:27.)

May his peace be with you, dear
Sister.

Sincerely your brother,

William J. Critchlow, Jr.

If the good sister to whom I mailed
this letter is listening in on the air,

may I say to her: Please pardon me
for publicizing my reply to your letter.

You will have observed that I have
edited it, adding sentences here and
there in the interest of clarity. Will
a few others to whom I have read this

letter please pardon the repetition.

The Power of God

To all others may I say: Priesthood

is the power of God. Only through its

saving ordinances can one attain exal-

tation and eternal life. Priesthood is

eternal. Concerning it God has re-

vealed:
".

. . all they who receive this priest-

hood receive me, saith the Lord;

"For he that receiveth my servants

receiveth me;
"And he that receiveth me receiveth

my Father;

"And he that receiveth my Father

receiveth my Father's kingdom; there-

fore all that my Father hath shall be

given unto him." (D&C 84:35-38.)

Surely man cannot receive all that

God has, in this mortal world; but if

one will honor his priesthood, there is

good reason to believe that God will

be merciful unto him in time of need,

in place of need, according to his need.

This I believe, and to this I testify, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder William J. Critchlow, Assist-

ant to the Council of the Twelve, has

just spoken to us.

Elder Richard L. Evans of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve will be our conclud-

ing speaker.

ELDER RICHARD L. EVANS
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

President McKay and my beloved

brethren and sisters: Most earnestly

I pray that the Spirit will give life and

light to the words that follow. There
would be emptiness in teaching and
testifying of eternal truths without
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that Spirit. All of us would be empty
without it.

Recently at a stake conference Dr.
Arthur D. Browne quoted from a sur-

vey which said that by the time a

child is twelve years of age, he will

have spent approximately 52,000 hours
in his home, besides time for sleep,

and in addition to any outside activi-

ties—52,000 hours at home by the
time he is twelve!

Also cited by the same source was
another study which said that out
of every hundred hours a child, on an
average, spends eighty-three hours at

home, sixteen in school, and one in

church.

Even conceding a margin of error,

or a wide variance from person to

person, these are still startling figures—52,000 hours at home, besides time
for sleep, by the time a child is

twelve!

Influence of Home

This being so—or even if it were
only half so—home had better be what
it ought to be. Even with more
and more take-over of other agencies
and activities, and even with more and
more intrusion upon privacy, the in-

fluence of home—and of those who
are or ought to be home—clearly

could be counted as the foremost in-

fluence. And when we complain of

outside influences, of what schools

teach or fail to teach, of the social and
moral atmosphere of the community,
of the wholesome or unwholesome
influence of friends, companions, play-

mates, any or all of which could be
desirable or undesirable, still, as par-

ents we had better ask ourselves most
searchingly what we are doing toward
shaping the lives, the attitudes, the

characters of our children in these

52,000 hours that we have, on an av-

erage, before the age of twelve—and
all the other hours after.

This points most urgently the need
for parents to be available, to be alert

to all interests, activities, and attitudes,

with wholesome common sense and
quiet consistency, with love and an
example of honesty and honor.

Learning by Imitation

"... A child learns more by imita-

tion than in any other way," said

George Sanderlin. "Don't we all? And
the persons he imitates most blindly

and trustingly are bound to be his

parents. . . . Nature has made the

relationship between parent and child

such that beside it any other training

bears a certain artificiality." ("What
Children Need from Parents," Parents

Magazine, August 1947.)

This simply states the simple fact

that of all the areas of influence, home
is the most important place. God
has given parents first responsibility

for their families, and indifference or

resignation as to any influence that

shapes their lives isn't an acceptable

fulfillment of this sacred assignment.

There must be selection, guidance,

direction in all that is permitted to be-

come a part of the lives of children,

and society cannot offset the influence

of an indifferent or irresponsible home.
"When parents cannot control chil-

dren in the home," said a current

source, "it is difficult for the gov-

ernment to control them on the

streets." (Sunshine Magazine, April

1965.) As parents we must face the fact

that we have the first and longest,

the most intimate and impressionable

opportunity to teach our children—52,-

000 hours on an average by the time

they have turned twelve.

Love, Responsibility and Respect

It is in the home that children

should first learn love, responsibility,

and respect. In the home they should

learn the balance of liberty and law,

that freedom of which President

McKay spoke this morning, along with
responsibility, each completely depen-

dent upon the other. And in keeping

them in balance, there is no more im-

portant essential than self-control.

This extends into every area and ac-

tivity, inward and outward, personal

and public; and the most serious

threats of our time are threats against

liberty and law. "Our form of gov-

ernment," said Police Chief William
A. Parker, "depends on the willingness

of people to submit themselves to a
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rule of law. We can keep adding police

until there is an officer for every

citizen. But will this leave us with the

freedom we desire?" (Chief William
A. Parker of the Los Angeles Police

Department, The National Observer,

August 2, 1965.)

"Every man," said John Locke,

"must sometime or other be trusted to

himself. . .
." (John Locke, Some

Thoughts Concerning Education.) This
is true of young people as they leave

for school, for work, for missions, for

military service, or into their social

activities. Parents cannot go with them.
What parents can do, early and
prayerfully, is to teach children in the

home, almost from the first of these

52,000 waking hours—teach them
morality, cleanliness, reverence, hon-
esty, the basic principles, the com-
mandments, the laws of life.

In a day when laws are publicly-

flaunted, and when such flaunting

is seemingly not only sometimes con-

doned but even encouraged in some
quarters, it is more important than
ever to teach our children. If their

every whim is satisfied, they may never
learn the difference between what is

theirs and what is others and may
never leam the principle of self-

control.

Lax laws of Other Days and Today

Perhaps on this point we can take

some comfort from these lines from
Socrates: "From the day your child is

born, you must teach him to do with-

out things. Children today love lux-

ury too much. They have terrible

manners, flaunt authority, and have
no respect for their elders. They no
longer rise when their parents or

teachers enter the room. What kind of

awful creatures will they be when they

grow up?" (Socrates about 399 BC.)
It appears that all the problems are

not new. But certainly we have our
share.

Another factor contributing to lax-

ity of law is the attempt to rationalize

or explain away the commandments;
and some of what we see in print

comes from some alarming sources,

including the suggestion that the com-
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mandments, after all, were only' given
for a particular time and place and
that in this enlightened age, mature
people can, in a sense, make their

own commandments and serve their

own convenience and ignore con-
science.

"One of the basic tenets of the 'new
morality,' " sa5's one such source, "is

that the Bible, God's Word, is no
longer a binding standard and rule

for life and conduct, but that each one
can set up his own standards of right
and wrong."1 And we could cite cur-
rent sources to show that youth are
being taught specifically not to be
concerned about the moral sins.

But who can set the commandments
aside? The answer is: Only God who
gave them. And regardless of the views
of some so-called modern minds,
"there is [still] a law, irrevocably

decreed in heaven. . .
." (D&C 130:

20.) There are causes and consequences
which no man can set aside.

Interestingly, there is some senti-

ment on the other side also, from some
surprising sources. One of Stanford
University's well-known staff mem-
bers recently said: "Much of what is

going on at present . . . gives the im-
pression of being willing to jettison

whatever is necessary in order to

appeal to the modern mentality. . . .

It is not the task of Christians to

whittle away their heritage until it is

finally palatable to all."2

It was never intended that the com-
mandments of God should meet the
convenience or the appetites or in-

clinations of everyone. If we dilute

them to this point, they could become
meaningless. We have to reach up
toward living them, keeping them,
reaching toward that perfection of

which our Savior spoke.

The "Sin Fad"

"There is a great fascination with
evil today," wrote a sophisticated writ-

1Pamphlet issued by The National Council of

Churches for the United Christian Youth Movement,
1961. Reported in "Message of the Week," by Rev.
Emanuel A. Peters, The Rockland County Journal-
News, Nyack, N. Y., September 11, 1965.

2Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, professor of religion,

Stanford University, preface to new paperback edition

of The Spirit of Protestantism.
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er—one whose words appeared not
long ago in a widely circulated popular
magazine, writing perhaps from being
surfeited with the arrogance and
flagrance of evil

—
"There always has

been, but today it takes a funny form.

People go around serving notice in one
way or another, that, Wow, you may
not know it, but I'm a fairly evil

person. This is an intriguing frame of

mind. . . .

"In fact, the evil that seems to fas-

cinate men most today is violence. . . .

"Well, anyway, what is needed is

... to raise the banner and come out

against the Sin Fad. If it will help at

all, I am willing to do that. It is a
shocking position, but I will come out

now, flatly, against Sin. Right now!
"I am against Pride, Sloth, Greed,

Envy, Lust, Gluttony and Anger! . . .

History will absolve me!" (Tom
Wolfe, "Down with Sin!" Saturday
Evening Post, p. 12, June 19, 1965.)

If nature were to violate law as men
do, we could not be assured a suc-

cession of the seasons, nor a harvest,

nor our daily sustenance, nor any order

of events.

This is all an indication of the atti-

tudes and atmosphere of the time in

which we live and an indication of the

reasons why we need, more than ever,

emphasis on and responsibility in the

home, where there is, or should be,

must be, the area of greatest influence.

"... I have commanded you to bring

up your children in light and truth,"

said our Father. (D&C 93:40.)
".

. . set in order your own house,

. .
." (Ibid., 93:43.)
"... I give unto you a command-

ment, to teach these things freely unto

your children, . .
." (Moses 6:58.)

Parental Responsibility Unlimited

As parents there is no limitation on
our responsibility to teach our chil-

dren, to use all the wise and under-

standing influence we have to teach

them the commandments, to teach

them causes and consequences. "You
have not done enough," said Dag
Hammarskjold, "you have never done
enough, so long as it is still possible

that you have something of value to

contribute." (Markings, p. 158.)

"Do not wait for extraordinary cir-

cumstances to do good actions," said

Richter, "try to use ordinary situa-

tions." (Jean Paul Richter, 1763-1826.)

Let it never be as Emerson sadly

observed when he said, "Most of the
persons whom I see in my own house
I see across a gulf." (Journals, V, 324.)

Let it never be like that. Let it rather

be as Phillips Brooks expressed it:

".
. . in the home . . . hearts ought

to be nearest and openest to one an-

other." (Brotherhood in Christ.)

We would plead with parents and
children to draw close to one another
in love and confidence, in respect and
service and consideration.

United Parents and Children

We would plead with beloved
friends everywhere—and would I could
reach them in all the world—to turn
from all the wandering ways, to turn
homeward, to turn to the truth, the
plan, the purpose that God has given.

There is no other way to peace and
the solving of personal or world prob-
lems except through the gospel of the
Prince of Peace.

I would leave this witness with you,
my beloved friends everywhere, of

the personal reality of God and our
relationship to him; of the divinity

of our Lord and Savior, who redeemed
us from death; of the mission of the
prophets from all time past to the
present; of the divine calling of Presi-

dent McKay and his predecessors; of

the restoration of the gospel, and the
need that all of us have for it, and all

the world, and there is no other way.

May I share some lines in closing

from Joseph Auslander:
"World, O world of muddled men,
Seek the Peace of God again:

In the humble faith that kneels,

In the hallowed Word that heals;

In the courage of a tree,

In the rock's integrity;

In the hill that holds the sky,

The star you pull your heart up by;
In the laughter of a child,

Altogether undefiled;

In the hope that answers doubt,

Love that drives the darkness out . . .



44 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Friday, October 1

Frantic, frightened, foolish men,
Take God by the hand again." 3

In Jesus' name. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder Richard L. Evans of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has been our con-
cluding speaker.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers
will sing for us, "Peace I Leave with
You," conducted by Sister Madsen.

The benediction will be offered by
Elder Don C. Wood, formerly presi-

dent of the Northwestern States Mis-
sion.

As heretofore announced, the singing

for this session has been furnished by
the Relief Society Singing Mothers
from the Virgin River Region of

Southern Utah, under the direction of

Sister Madsen, with Brother Roy M.
Darley at the organ.

In behalf of all who have listened to

the singing during the General Con-
ference sessions today—the General
Authorities, the audience here in the

Tabernacle, and the large radio and
television audience—I am sure we ex-

press appreciation and thanks to these

Singing Mothers for their beautiful

music. God bless you for the service

you have rendered in these Conference
sessions today.

The Saturday morning session will

be broadcast direct by numerous radio

and television stations, and recorded

for transmission on Sunday morning to

many television stations in the eastern

and central parts of the United States.

A translation in the German lan-

guage of the Saturday morning session

will be carried by direct wire from the
Tabernacle over oceanic cable to a

large number of saints assembled in

chapels throughout Germany on Sun-
day.

Both sessions of our Conference to-

day, and Saturday and Sunday, will

be re-broadcast over KSL Radio and
KIRO Radio at Seattle the following

3"Hope of the World," This Week Magazine,
April 14, 1963, p. 2.
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morning starting at one o'clock, and
will be heard in many parts of the
United States and the world, including
Canada, Mexico, Alaska, and in the
Islands of the Pacific.

A delayed television release will also

take the Saturday morning session of

Conference to viewers over three tele-

vision stations in Hawaii. A video-tape
will be flown from the mainland and
broadcast Sunday morning in Hawaii.

Under the direction of the First

Presidency, there will be a Missionary
Conference session in the Tabernacle
this evening at 7 o'clock. Of those
who are attending the Conference, the
following are requested to attend this

meeting: Stake Presidencies, Stake Mis-
sion Presidencies, all Stake Mission-
aries, High Council Advisers to

Seventies and Stake Missions, all

Seventies, and all Bishops, and others

are invited to attend.

There will be a Welfare meeting
tomorrow morning, Saturday, in the
Assembly Hall from 7:30 o'clock to

9:30 a.m. Stake Presidencies, Stake
High Councilors, Bishoprics, Welfare
Advisers from all stakes, and all others

interested in agriculture, are invited

to attend this meeting.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers
will now favor us with that beautiful

song, "Peace I Leave With You," con-
ducted by Sister Madsen.

After the benediction by Elder Don
C. Wood, formerly president of the

Northwestern States Mission, the gen-

eral session of this Conference will

be adjourned until 10 o'clock Saturday

morning.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers

sang "Peace I Leave With You."

The closing prayer was offered by
Elder Don C. Wood, formerly Presi-

dent of the Northwestern States Mis-

sion.

Conference adjourned until 10:00

a.m. Saturday, October 2, 1965.


