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ing that my family is behind me as

they always have been gives me the
strength I need and didn't know I had.
Unfortunately, I have seen some out
here whose home life has not been
like mine, and now I understand bet-

ter the value of the training I've had.
Thanks for getting me started thinking

—I just hope my parents can know
how much the stability of our home
has meant to me, and how very much
I love them."

There is no question that this kind
of boy coming from this type of home
is going to give strength to this or any
nation.

"For Every Child Spiritual

and Moral Training"

Parents, moms and dads, are we
equal to the challenge? As we examine
our lives and homes and look at our
children, can we be certain that the
teaching and training we are giving

will produce the family unity, the

solidarity, the spiritual understanding

that is needed at this time? The Lord
through his prophets today as in an-

cient times has counseled parents to

train and teach their children in the

things that they should do. The revela-

tions in all the scriptures are replete,

"And ye shall teach them your chil-

dren, speaking of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, when thou liest

down, and when thou risest up.

"And thou shalt write them upon
the door posts of thine house, and
upon thy gates:" (Deut. 11:19-20.) In

other words, in all places at all times,

the Lord has placed the obligation, the
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responsibility upon the moms and
dads of the world to teach their chil-

dren in righteousness. To a latter-day

prophet the Lord has said: "And again,

inasmuch as parents have children in
Zion, or in any of her stakes which
are organized, that teach them not to

understand the doctrine of repentance,
faith in Christ the Son of the living

God, and of baptism and the gift of

the Holy Ghost by the laying on of

hands, when eight years old, the sin

be upon the heads of the parents. . . .

"And they shall also teach their

children to pray, and to walk up-
rightly before the Lord." (D&C 68:

25, 28. Italics added.)

Now, I have a great testimony of

these things. I know, brothers and
sisters, and I include all who hear my
voice in that salutation, for we are an
eternal family—I have had the inner

conviction from the spirit on high. I

know that God lives, that Jesus is the

Christ, that David O. McKay, who sits

here and presides over this conference,

is a living prophet. I bear you my
solemn witness. May we be equal to

the challenge and task of opening our
hearts and our minds to accept these

things and to lead our children in the

way they should go, I humbly pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Paul H. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy. We shall now hear

from Elder Marion D. Hanks of the

First Council of Seventy. Elder Hanks.

ELDER MARION D. HANKS
Of the First Council of the Seventy

In this conference we have heard re-

peated, and to me very impressive,

references to the vital importance of

the home and good loving parents who
impress in that home the ideal of good

example and sincere concern.

In the few minutes I stand here I

would like to address my remarks to

the place of the Church in helping to

contribute to the lives of wonderful

young people from such good homes,

and in filling a well-nigh indispensable
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role with young people who haven't

had the good fortune to have such
homes.
This morning Elder Richard L.

Evans referred to the suggestion of Paul
to the Corinthians: "For if the trumpet
give an uncertain sound, who shall

prepare himself to the battle?" (1 Cor.

14:8.)

Recently at a church area conference
I found interesting application of this

sobering challenge. The choir selected

to sing at the conference rose to per-

form that glorious hymn, "Let the

Mountains Shout for Joy." Most of you
will know that in that hymn there is a
section where individual voices form a

quartet in a beautiful refrain. The
people who were singing the four

parts to the quartet in this instance

didn't leave their sections but sang
from their same position. Because three

of the singers were far from the chair

where I sat, I heard them indistinctly.

To the congregation in front of them I

am sure this was a very well-balanced
and delightful presentation, but from
where I sat near the alto soloist, it

wasn't quite so well balanced, although
it was very beautiful and very pleasant.

The young lady who sang the alto

part was in her teens. Her voice was
strong, her knowledge of the music
very good, and apparently her capacity
for courage was high, because she sang
through her part without a qualm,
knowing that many of us near her were
listening primarily to her.

That incident set me to thinking
about my own and other people's chil-

dren, because it illustrated a very sig-

nificant, simple principle. We hear
most clearly those voices that are

nearest to us, and we are inclined to

be responsive to those voices.

So Many Kinds of Voices

Do you remember what Paul wrote
to the Corinthians after his allusion to

the uncertain trumpet? These words:
"There are ... so many kinds of voices

in the world, . .
." (Ibid., 14:10.)

What are the voices to which our
young people are listening? What do
they hear in their homes, in the
streets of their towns and communities?

What do they hear over television and
radio? What is communicated to them
in books and magazines and photo-

graphs? What do they hear when they

mingle with groups of their associates?

Well, for some the answer will be

very good because there are many
wonderful parents whose hearts are

truly moved toward a love for their

young people. There are good teachers

and fine, interested human beings all

over the face of the earth who honestly

try to be helpful to youth and to

speak truly and honorably. But for

many young people the answers won't
be so affirmative. What voices are they
hearing? Very frequently, commercial
voices. They may be honest voices

from honest commerce seeking the
trade of youth. They may be voices

of conspiring and deceitful men who
seek profit at the expense of the future

well-being of youth.
There are pagan voices, iconoclastic

voices attacking old traditions and fun-
damentals, arrogantly assuring that the
old ideals, the old standards, the old
viewpoints of nobility and honest
effort, all of these are outmoded, no
longer applicable, and may be aban-
doned with old faith, old ways, old
accepted patterns of moral behavior.

Entertaining voices come from il-

luminated screens, often in company
with actions which are designed to

emphasize that part of our nature that

needs no emphasis. False voices issue

from parked cars or darkened rooms,
sometimes tainted with alcohol or

inflamed with drugs, treacherously

asking, always asking, for self-gratifica-

tion. "Don't you love me?" they say.

"You know I love you." Love they call

it, but love it is not, and love they
do not. True love "seeketh not her
own." But these voices constantly sing

their song of counterfeit love, always
seeking satisfaction of their own lusts,

never really giving or intending to

give, or perhaps knowing how to give,

not knowing how to truly love.

Misguided voices urging rebellion

for rebellion's sake.

Beguiling voices inviting young eyes

to filth or foulness, young ears to that

which young ears should not hear.
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Foolish voices which suggest that
since most people seem to be doing it,

it therefore becomes all right to do.

Cynical voices that propound moral
relativism, saying that there are no
virtues or principles that you can
really count on anymore, none that

are always applicable everywhere. You
make your own rules in this time and
generation.

Sophisticated voices that skirt the
edge of truth, telling youth, "It's your
life, you live it. Never mind what
parents, honest teachers, earnest adults,

persons who care, have to say about it

or how they feel about it. You decide;

it's your life."

Peer voices, voices that are inex-

perienced, something imitating what
someone called the "imitation men"
they have seen on the street corners.

Aladdin voices singing the same old

strain, "New lamps for old."

Loud voices, persistent voices, per-

suasive, confusing.

Voices to Youth

In the midst of all this, where can
young people turn to hear a voice that

will move them in the direction of

their dreams, their noblest and highest

and most honorable dreams?
Do you remember the words of the

Lord through Isaiah: "And thine ears

shall hear a word behind thee, saying,

This is the way, walk ye in it, when
ye turn to the right hand, and when ye
turn to the left"? (Isa. 30:21.)

Where can young people hear this

voice?

Just last weekend with some other

choice associates I had the blessing of

mingling for three days with almost

three thousand wonderful young
Britons, members of this Church who
had gathered together for a three-

day festival. I wish all of you might
have listened with us as these young
people, who had found at least a part

of an answer to that great question

about where you go to hear the voice,

themselves reiterated and expressed

personal convictions about the message
the voice had delivered to them.
A beautiful young woman, through

her tears, thanking God that she now
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could pray, now could feel warm and
good about him because she had
learned that there is available in this

world reaffirmation and a new witness
that God lives and that Jesus is the
Christ and that the will of God is

being communicated to man.
The voice of a wonderful twenty-

year-old girl who had traveled hun-
dreds of miles training youth and their

leaders in preparation for a dancing
exhibition and then stood there that

night conducting in her modest, gentle,

beautiful way, as scores of choice young
people went through the traditional

dances of their nations in a dignified,

pleasant, and very joyful way. They
danced the modern dances, too, and
they were dignified, and the feeling

was strong and good.
The voice of a young Scotsman who

walked more than a hundred miles
with two choice associates to get to

that conference and who stood to

testify of his joy in the companionship
along the way, in the spiritual thoughts
they had exchanged before their morn-
ing prayer together, in the company
he had found at the conference. And
then he bore his testimony about his

own immediate future missionary op-
portunities. I sat thinking as he spoke
of another voice that had sounded, a
time before but in very close proximity,

the voice of a boy with, I am sure, less

than favorable background and maybe
less than favorable memories, who
stood before a small congregation and
in tears said something that consti-

tutes as great a sermon as I have heard
about an important subject. He said,

"The way to be happy is to obey the
commandments of God and not try to

fix up some of our own."

The Voice of the Church

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints recognizes the diffi-

culties that arise in the lives of young
people as they listen, often in confu-

sion, to the strident chorus of voices of

those who seek their attention. The
Church seeks to provide for its youth
the direction and leadership and in-

spiration that will help them to travel

ways of integrity and honor and de-

cency and responsibility.
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If there were time to testify what we
have heard these young voices repeat

and reflect in their spirit and their

witness, it would be a very impressive

manifestation that there is a place to

hear the right voice.

We met in England with a profes-

sional journalist who had lived in

many parts of the land. He seemed
unresponsive emotionally, as he
watched, and I thought maybe he
wasn't responding to these choice

young people. And then he sought
me out to say, "Mr. Hanks, it has
been nice to hear you and the others,

but the thing I really enjoyed after

being in the Brighton riots and living

in Asia and South America and else-

where is to watch these young people.

They are different from any other

group I ever saw."
The Church offers to its youth

answers to some of their serious, sacred,

spiritual questions. It offers them a
guide of conduct that will help them
to live with meaningfulness and joy in

this world, and it offers them this

sacred personal commitment we call

testimony that allows them to say "I

know God lives."

I echo that testimony, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder Ezra Taft Benson of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve will be our con-

cluding speaker.

ELDER EZRA TAFT BENSON
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters, seen and
unseen, humbly and gratefully I

approach this sacred responsibility.

First may I endorse with all my
heart the masterful keynote discourse

of our beloved prophet, President

David O. McKay, delivered Friday, en-

titled "Man's Free Agency—an Eternal

Principle of Progress." As he closed his

prophetic warning, he said, "Pernicious

efforts and sinister schemes are cun-

ningly and stealthily being fostered to

deprive man of his individual free-

dom."
Once again the prophet has warned

us about our loss of freedom and has
left us without excuse. God grant we
may be wise enough to heed his

counsel. Let us become alerted and in-

formed regarding the insidious influ-

ence abroad in this and other lands

which would rob us of all we hold
dear.

It is good to be home—to stay, inso-

far as a member of the Twelve can
determine—after nearly two years

abroad.

I bring you the love and greetings

of tens of thousands of faithful mem-

bers and friends of the Church in

Europe.

Suffering Mankind

I love America—my country—and so

it is a joy to be home, but I love all of

our father's children everywhere. I

have seen them on both sides of the

iron curtain, in forty-five nations in

the last few years. Nineteen years ago

I saw millions of them in Europe,

hungry and cold as a result of the

hell of war. I have been with them
in bombed-out buildings, on their

little farms, in their shops, in their

homes. They are our Father's children,

my brothers and sisters. I have a deep
love for them.
Some of them have lost their free-

dom and are living in bondage under
godless leaders. But there is a spark

of divinity in all of them. Generally
speaking they love the Lord. And our
Father in heaven loves them. They
want to live in freedom and peace.

They want to be good neighbors. Many
are confused, but they love their homes


