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men's lives, to make bad men good
and good men better, and to change
human nature. (Film Every Member a
Missionary.)

The Blessing of the Spirit

How much learning and how many
experiences do we need to become
godlike? The answer is that we need
all we can receive on this earth; and
as we successfully meet this life's chal-

lenges, we will be prepared for more
as we leave this estate and move into

the next estate in the hereafter.

Our Father has sent us here for a

short period of mortal experience. He
has given us principles to guide us and
has endowed us with free agency to

choose our paths. As we choose the

right we are promised eternal progress

and love and peace with our families

and friends. And he has promised us

that as we keep his commandments his

spirit will be with us.

Words cannot describe the happiness

that comes into our lives when the

spirit of God is with us. This happi-

ness includes a peace that passeth

understanding except to the person

that receives it.

Let us truly appreciate the object of

this life and endure to the end by
meeting life's challenges with a deter-

mination to make each experience of

eternal value to us and thus contribute

to our eternal progress.

I thank the Lord for the prophet,

our beloved President David O. McKay,
who stands at the head of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints today. May the Lord sustain

him in his great calling, and may we
all have the good judgment and
courage to follow his inspired advice

and counsel, I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder Franklin D. Richards, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, has just spoken
to us.

Brother Jay Welch will now lead the

choir and congregation in singing,

"How Firm a Foundation."

After the singing, Elder Bernard P.

Brockbank, Assistant to the Twelve,
will address us.

Will you all stand, please.

The Choir and Congregation joined

in singing, "How Firm a Foundation."

(Jay E. Welch, conducting.)

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, will now address us,

and he will be followed by Elder

Thomas S. Monson of the Council of

the Twelve.

ELDER BERNARD P. BROCKBANK
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Brothers and sisters: It is a blessing

and a privilege to be in the talented

and spiritual atmosphere of this great

[Tabernacle] Choir. We fondly re-

member their great strength back at

the [Mormon] Pavilion at the World's
Fair. They are still talking about it in

many of the areas.

It is also a heartfelt joy and blessing

to have a living prophet of God on
earth today and to have a quorum of

Twelve Apostles. This is a unique
organization in this world of many
varied religions, one that conforms to

God's plan and to the scriptures.

Prophets of God

The scriptures and ecclesiastical his-

tory reveal that many men are willing

and anxious to accept the prophets

and apostles of other ages. Many today
are willing to accept Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Jacob, and others as prophets

of God, but few of the people living

at the time these prophets lived ac-

cepted them as prophets of God.

Many men today accept Jesus Christ

as the Savior and Son of God, but few

accepted him when he lived on this

earth.
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Many are willing to accept the past

prophets but comparatively few are

willing to accept and follow the living

prophets. Many today are willing to

accept Jesus Christ, but few were will-

ing to accept and follow him.
In the Mormon Pavilion at the New

York World's Fair many from all sects

and religions are asking, "How can we
know that Jesus Christ is the Savior
and the Son of God, and how can we
know that Joseph Smith is a prophet
of God and that the restoration of the
gospel took place?"

How to Know that Jesus is the Christ

Anyone can know if he truly and
sincerely wants to know if a prophet is

a false or is a true prophet of God.
Jesus Christ gave us the key of how
one may know. He said, "Beware of

false prophets, which come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.

"Ye shall know them by their fruits.

Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles?" (Matt. 7:15-16.)

A false prophet is as out of place
and out of pattern in God's program
as a fig on a thistle or a grape on a
thorn.

Jesus continued: "Even so every good
tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

"A good tree cannot bring forth evil

fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. . . .

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall

know them." (Ibid., 7:17-18, 20.)

A corrupt or false prophet will bring
forth evil fruit. A prophet of God will

bring forth good fruit or God's pro-

gram.

Prophets True and False

A false prophet will not build the
kingdom of God but will build in op-
position to God's program and will

build the kingdom of false men and
Satan. A true prophet will not build
the kingdom of Satan. A true prophet
will help build the kingdom of God.
He will teach the teachings and doc-
trines of Jesus Christ. He will teach
the God-inspired scriptures. Jesus said,

"No man can serve two masters: . .
."
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(Ibid., 6:24.) Many have tried, but the
statement of the great Teacher still

stands.

A fine couple came into my office

in the Mormon Pavilion recently, and
the husband was concerned because
his wife who had visited the Pavilion
a few weeks before had recently joined
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, and she was filled with
peace, joy, and satisfaction. He said,

"My wife seems to know, but I do
not know, that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God. I do not know that Joseph
Smith is a prophet of God. I would
like to know the truth."

He said, "I do believe that there is

a God or a Creator."

In answer I said, "Your Father in
heaven has a greater desire that you
know that Jesus Christ is literally his

Son and that he is the Savior, and he
desires that you know the prophets,

even more than you desire to know,
but you must be ready to accept and
follow the Savior."

Jesus Christ gave us the key of how
we can know, and this has been re-

peated, and I think it is rather signifi-

cant. It has been mentioned in this

conference several times. I think it has
great import and is very essential in

the great missionary program because
no convert can come into this Church,
knowing the truth and knowing what
is essential, unless he follows and un-
derstands what the Savior mentioned.

Picture the Savior with his apostles,

living here in mortality, the very God
that the people thought they were
worshiping, the very Messiah they
were looking for. And the Savior said

to his apostles:

"Whom do men say that I the Son
of man am?" (Ibid., 16:13.)

Well, you know the answer. It is

well known. The people did not know
who he was. I wonder if we would.
He was the carpenter's son across the

street, claiming to be the Son of God.

Peter's Testimony

Jesus turned to the apostles, "But
whom say ye that I am?
"And Simon Peter answered and

said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
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the living God." {Ibid., 16:15-16.)

Peter knew. Many of us know, and
all who wish the truth would like to

know. And here is the key, as you
know. Jesus then revealed a great gem
of truth and a treasure of knowledge
of God the Eternal Father's relation-

ship and responsibility to his children.

Our Father in heaven is not without
responsibility.

"And Jesus answered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:

for flesh and blood hath not revealed

it unto thee, but my Father which is

in heaven." (Ibid., 16:17.)

How Peter Knew

The knowledge and testimony that

Jesus Christ is the Son of the living

God cannot come from flesh and blood

but must be revealed from our Father

which is in heaven. The children of

God must receive this knowledge

literally from their Creator.

I said to my friend, "Do you sin-

cerely want to know that Jesus Christ

is the Son of the living God?"
He said, "Above all else."

"Do you know how to pray?"
He said, "I have never prayed."

"Would you like to talk to your
Father in heaven?"
"Of course I would."
"Did Jesus Christ pray?"

The Lord's Prayer

"Yes, he prayed."

Jesus Christ taught us how to pray.

Many know the Lord's prayer, but few
really comprehend its great signifi-

cance. To many it has been a pattern

of repetition, but not a pattern liter-

ally of the great sequence of prayer

from God's children to their Heavenly
Father.

Let's just briefly analyze it. First,

we pray to our Father in heaven: "Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name." (Ibid., 6:9.)

Then we pray to help build the
kingdom of God on earth as it is in
heaven. And you cannot pray to bring
it without being blessed. We pray to
help build God's kingdom on earth.
Then one prays to do the will of God.
What a difference this is over always

praying for the Lord to give us bless-

ings. "Thy will be done, in earth,

as it is in heaven." (Ibid., 6:10.) Then
we thank God for our blessings, for our
daily bread. You ask your Father in

heaven to forgive you for your debts,

your sins and weaknesses, and likewise

you will forgive anyone that has in-

jured or offended you, so that your
heart will be ready to receive the

blessings.

You ask the Lord to help you when
you are tempted with evil. You ask

your Father to deliver you from evil.

This is a tremendous request.

Then the prayer closes. No one pray-

ing can keep from the great significance

of the three closing thoughts: ". . . For

thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever." (Ibid., 6:13.)

Jesus also said, "Verily, verily,

I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall

ask the Father in my name, he will

give it to you.
".

. . ask, and ye shall receive, that

your joy may be full." (John 16:23-24.)

I asked my friend again, "Do you
want your joy to be full?"

And of course he said that he did.

"You must ask in the name of Jesus

Christ when you pray to God for his

blessings."

Then he said, "I would like to read

all the church books I can get ahold
of."

This revealed one of the little secrets

that was keeping this young man from
the Church. His desire was good, which
is very important; he had a marvelous
attitude, but he wanted a witness
through his own mind, from his own
reading, through his own understand-
ing, even though we had been
speaking about the message the Lord
gave of how we can know. This wit-

ness cannot come from flesh and
blood but must come from God the
Eternal Father.

I again asked him if he would pri-

vately and secretly fast and pray from
his heart to God, so that he might
know the truth. He said, "I will do
the best I can, but I assure you I will

pray."

One week later he was baptized,

and with tears in his eyes and joy in

his heart he knew that Jesus Christ
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was his Savior and that he was literally

the Son of the living God. His Father
in heaven also revealed to him that

Joseph Smith was a prophet; he also

knew that the Book of Mormon was
scripture and was the word of God.
That came as an answer from his Fa-
ther in heaven, and he was thrilled

to get acquainted with it. He told me,
"Life has greater meaning."

Mankind Desires to Know the Truth

Fellow members of the Church of

Jesus Christ, many of your neighbors
desire to know the truth. The World's
Fair has proven that the people are

hungry for righteousness, hungry for

the truth, but there are few to teach

them. It is God's plan and program
for this life. Many have been misled,

even as Jesus said the religious Phari-

sees were misled by the traditions and
doctrines of men.

The Book of Mormon

The doctrines and ordinances and
commandments of God and Jesus

Christ, again, I repeat, are found in

the holy scriptures. Encourage your
friends with love, kindness, and
neighborliness to read the scriptures,

to read the Bible and the Book of

Mormon. All Saints should give their

friends a copy of the Book of Mormon.
This program has started. See how
beautifully it works. Can you picture

a million members of this Church
with a testimony, with a witness from
God, giving the great tangible witness

to their neighbors, and then indi-

vidually following through, encourag-

Third Day

ing their neighbors to pray, with love

and kindness building within them
the knowledge that this great book is

the second great witness of God's
program here upon the earth, along

with the Bible? It may not be second,

but is a witness with the Bible. It

works.

A million copies! And it depends
on you. Here the majority of the lead-

ership of God's program on earth is

represented. Everyone can be a mis-

sionary, and the Book of Mormon a

little tool, and then with the follow-up,

you will be surprised. The Book of

Mormon will draw tears to the eyes

of the honest in heart. After they

have read this book they will know
that Jesus Christ lives and that the

Prophet Joseph Smith was a prophet
and that the gospel has been restored.

In closing, I would just like to say

that in a few days one of the greatest

missionary tools of all time, the Pa-
vilion at the World's Fair, where we
have had the opportunity of meeting
and touching the hearts of millions,

will be closed and dismantled, but its

strength and its potency and what it

has done will live indefinitely. It is

good to have been a part of it.

May the Lord bless all of us to be

about our Father's business, I pray

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank has just

spoken to you.

Elder Thomas S. Monson will speak

to us now, please.

ELDER THOMAS S. MONSON
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

This has been a most inspirational

conference. As this the final session

draws to its close, it is not my desire

to speak to a formal text, but rather to

bear my personal testimony concern-
ing Jesus of Nazareth and to suggest

that each person undertake a personal

search for him.
Many of you have traveled far to

attend this conference. From Europe,

from Canada, from Mexico, from the

isles of the sea, and from many other

points you have come.

They Seek After Jesus

In the New Testament of our Lord,

John describes a similar journey by
those who would worship.


