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us. If we but look we too will see a
bright, particular star which will guide
us to our opportunity.

One who saw such a star and fol-

lowed it was the late Boyd Hatch of

Salt Lake City. Deprived of the use of

his legs, faced with a lifetime in a
wheelchair, Boyd could well have
looked inward and, through sorrow for

self, existed rather than lived. How-
ever, Brother Hatch looked not inward,

but rather outward into the lives of

others and upward into God's own
heaven; and the star of inspiration

guided him not to one opportunity,

but to literally hundreds. He organized

Scout troops of handicapped boys. He
taught them camping. He taught them
swimming. He taught them basketball.

He taught them faith. Some boys were
downhearted and filled with self-pity

and despair. To them he handed the

torch of hope. Before them was his own
personal example of struggle and ac-

complishment. With a courage which
we shall never fully know or under-
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stand, these boys of many faiths over-

came insurmountable odds and found
themselves anew. Through it all, Boyd
Hatch not only found joy, but by will-

ingly and unselfishly giving of himself,

he also found Jesus.

Every member of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in
the waters of baptism, has covenanted
to stand as a witness of God ".

. . at

all times and in all things, and in all

places . .
." and has expressed a will-

ingness ".
. . to bear one another's

burdens, that they may be light."

(Mosiah 18:9, 8.)

By fulfilling this covenant in our
lives, we will become acquainted with
him who declared, "Behold, I am
Jesus Christ, whom the prophets testi-

fied shall come into the world." (3
Nephi 11:10.) This is the Jesus whom
we seek. This is our Brother whom we
love. This is Christ the Lord, whom
we serve. I testify that he lives, for I

speak as one who has found him, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

Jesus Christ, the

Personification of Perfection

My dear brethren and sisters: As we
come to this parting hour, I hope that
the teachings and life of the Master
seem to you all to be more beautiful,

more necessary, and more applicable to

human happiness than ever before.

Never have I believed more firmly in

the perfection of humanity as the final

result of man's placement here on
earth. With my whole soul I accept

Jesus Christ as the personification of

human perfection—as God made mani-
fest in the flesh, as the Savior and Re-
deemer of mankind. Accepting him as

my Redeemer, Savior, and Lord, I ac-

cept his gospel as the plan of salvation,

as the one perfect way to human
happiness and peace. There is not a

principle which was taught by him but
seems to me to be applicable to the
growth, development, and happiness of

mankind. Every one of his teachings

seems to me to touch the true philoso-

phy of living. I accept them with

all my heart and pray that all who
participated in this great conference,
either as listeners or speakers, may
have that same desire in their hearts.

Let us strive so earnestly to represent
him or to follow him that our spirits

may be eternally young. If thoughts
affect the physical being, might it not
be true that eternal truths will con-
tribute to the eternal nature of the
spirit within? On the night of his

betrayal, the Savior said: "And this

is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent." (John
17:3.) And how may we know of the

doctrine? "If any man will do his will,

he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of

myself." (Ibid., 7:17.)

Effort Required to Gain
Righteousness

Wisdom comes through effort. All

good things require effort. That which
is worth having will cost part of your
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physical being, your intellectual power,
and your soul power

—
"Ask, and it shall

be given you; seek, and ye shall find;

knock, and it shall be opened unto
you:" (Matt. 7:7.) But you have to

seek, you have to knock. On the other

hand, sin thrusts itself upon you. It

walks beside you, it tempts you, it

entices, it allures. You do not have to

put forth effort. It is like the poor,

fallen woman who lies in wait to de-

ceive. It is like the billboard advertis-

ing attracting you to drink and to

smoke. It is like the message that comes
into your very homes with the tele-

vision and radio or the golden packet

put right into your hand. Evil seeks

you, and it requires effort and fortitude

to combat it. But truth and wisdom are

gained only by seeking, by prayer, and
by effort.

We cannot be true to ourselves and
to our loved ones, to our associates,

without feeling a determination to

know more about this great truth to

which testimonies have been borne

here throughout this conference. The
spirit within bears testimony that truth

exists in this old world.

"What Seek Ye?"

"What seek ye?" were the first words
that Christ uttered to some of his

Twelve, or some who afterwards be-

came members of the Twelve. "Master,

where dwellest thou?" He didn't say

over here or over there, but he said.

"Come and see." (John 1:38-39.) And
they went with him that day and spent

the rest of the afternoon in his pres-

ence.

I ask the youth of the Church today,
"Whom do you seek?" Would you
keep that youth which is yours now?
Then love the Lord your God with all

your mind, with all your heart, and
with all your soul; and though the
body becomes decrepit and like an old
house begins to tumble, your spirit

will still be young, as young as the
little babe that might be in that
tumbled-down house, because your
body, after all, is but the house in

which you live. Even when your heart

stops beating, your eyelids close, and
you respond no more to your physical

environment, that spirit, still young,
will go into the presence of him whom
you have made your ideal. Then truly

will it be demonstrated that:

"The stars shall fade away, the sun
himself

Grow dim with age, and Nature sink

in years;

But thou shalt flourish in immortal
youth,

Unhurt amidst the war of elements,

The wreck of matter, and the crash of

worlds."

(Joseph Addison, Cato, Act V, sc. 1.)

And now this great conference draws

to a close. Our anticipation, our hopes,

and our prayers that it might prove to

be uplifting and inspirational have

been realized, and for that we are

grateful to our Heavenly Father, grate-

ful for the inspiration he has given to

us and to the world. Truly, our hearts

have been filled with gratitude that

the Lord has magnified each one who
has spoken to the end that his words

have emanated from the presence of

our Father.

Resolve to Hold Fast to good

As we leave to go to our various

homes, let us make real the good feel-

ings that have been aroused in our

souls. Let us not permit to evaporate

from our minds and feelings the good
resolutions we have formed. Let us

resolve that from now on we are going

to be men of higher and more sterling

character, more conscious of our own
weaknesses, more kind and charitable

towards others' failings. As we depart

let us be more determined to be kinder

husbands, more thoughtful wives, more
exemplary to our children, more de-

termined that in our homes we are

going to have just a little taste of

heaven here on earth.

Cherish Testimony of Truth

Cherish in your hearts the testimony
of truth; make it as solid and as firm
and unwavering as the fixed stars in

the heavens. May there come into

everyone's heart and into all our homes
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the true Spirit of Christ, our Redeemer,
whose reality, whose inspiring guid-

ance I know to be real. May a kind
heaven help us to cherish worthy ideals

and noble aspirations. Whatever our
joys and sorrows, let us ever remember
that what we ardently desire in our
hearts will determine what we really

are. How constantly and consistently

we cherish noble aspirations in our
minds and follow them will determine
whether we drift as failures along life's

highway or fulfill the divine purpose
of our being.

Be Faithful to Constitutional

Government

Finally, let us be true to our country
and to our country's ideals. Nearly
three thousand years ago an ancient
prophet said that this is a land choice

above all other lands (see 1 Nephi
2:20), and it is; and the Constitution
of the United States, as given to us by
our fathers, is the real government
under which individuals may exercise

free agency and individual initiative.

Let us oppose any subversive in-

fluence that would deprive us of our
individual freedom or make this gov-

ernment a dictator instead of a servant

to the people.

God bless you officers and leaders

of the Church. May the love of the
Redeemer be in each heart, and that
means that that love will be expressed
in serving one another. God bless these
brethren of the General Authorities
with increased health and strength to

carry on their responsibilities through-
out the world. I know that God lives,

that his Son Jesus Christ is the Savior
of the world, and that divine beings
restored to the Prophet Joseph Smith
the gospel of Jesus Christ as he estab-

lished it in the Meridian of Time.

I bear you this testimony as we part

this afternoon and pray the blessings

of the Lord to be upon each and every

one of you, that the influence of the
priesthood quorums, of auxiliaries, and
of the missionaries may be more effec-

tive from this time forward than ever

before in leading the honest in heart of

the whole world to turn their hearts to

the worship of God and give them
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power to control the animal nature and
live in the Spirit, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet to guide us in these latter

days."

President McKay has asked me to

express his deep appreciation to all

who have contributed in any way to

the success and inspiration of this

great Conference.
The Tabernacle Choir will now sing,

"Of the Father's Love Begotten," con-

ducted by Richard P. Condie.
The benediction will be offered by

Elder Henry D. Moyle, Jr., formerly

president of the French East Mission,

after which this Conference will be

adjourned for six months.

Singing by the Choir: "Of the

Father's Love Begotten," and "God Be
With You 'Till We Meet Again."

Elder Henry D. Moyle, Jr., formerly

president of the French East Mission,

offered the benediction.

Conference adjourned for six months.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers
of the Virgin River Region of Southern

Utah furnished the music for the Fri-

day morning and afternoon sessions.

Florence Jepperson Madsen was con-

ductor at both sessions, Roy M. Darley,

organist.

The musical numbers for the Satur-

day morning and for the Sunday
morning and afternoon sessions were
rendered by the Salt Lake Tabernacle
Choirs, Richard P. Condie, Conductor,

and Jay E. Welch, assistant Conductor.

Choral music for the Saturday after-

noon session was furnished by the

Brigham Young University Combined
Choirs, Kurt Weinzinger, Conductor,

Alexander Schreiner, Organist.

For the Priesthood Meeting, Saturday
evening, the men of the Tabernacle
Choir furnished the choral numbers,
Richard P. Condie, Director, Robert

Cundick, Organist.

Joseph Anderson
Clerk of the Conference


