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GENERAL CONFERENCE

ELDER BERNARD P. BROCKBANK

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

First Day

Brothers and sisters, it is good to be
in tiiis historic Tabernacle in general

conference—to be here near the moun-
tain of the Lord's house in the tops

of the mountains.
The spires of the temple capped with

the Angel Moroni are one of the land-

marks of the restoration of the Church
and gospel of Jesus Christ through
heavenly messengers here on this earth.

As you know, the facade of the Mor-
mon Pavilion at the New York World's
Fair was a replica of the front of the

Salt Lake Temple. Many visitors

commented on its beauty and religious

significance. It served as a beacon and
a magnet to draw millions of people

to the pavilion.

Millions seek greater light and
knowledge

We found after visiting with mil-

lions of visitors at the Mormon Pa-
vilion that many were sincerely seeking

for greater light and knowledge rela-

tive to God's plan of life. Many wanted
to know more about a living, personal

God and about a living, personal Jesus

Christ. They seemed hungry and
anxious to hear the teachings of the

Savior as they were taught and lived

by him. They wanted to hear the doc-

trines of the holy scriptures as given

by the ancient prophets, apostles, and
Jesus Christ.

Youthful missionaries have the spirit

The main exhibit at the pavilion

was the missionaries. The priesthood

and the Holy Ghost were manifest to

tens of thousands through the spirit,

love, and dedication of the mission-

aries. Many visitors left their com-
ments.
A Catholic said: "There should be

more young men like this called all

over the world. This is the most in-

structive religious pavilion at the fair.

I'm impressed with so many young
men knowing the truth."

A Baptist said: "Words fail to de-

scribe the beauty seen here. I wish

every faith had as much conviction

and such dedicated young people with
the ideals of the spirit. There is hope
for the future through your young
people."

The Mormon Pavilion with its

achievements is one of the greatest,

most far-reaching missionary ventures

of our time. We learned many lessons

from the visitors at the pavilion; and
if the lessons are fully used, they will

help to bring into reality one of the

great requests of our prophet. President

David O. McKay. He requested that

every member be a missionary and
that each member bring one or more
persons into the Church each year.

The Lord said in modem-day revela-

tion, "Behold, I sent you out to testify

and warn the people, and it becometh
every man who hath been warned to

warn his neighbor." (D&C 88:81.)

I have asked hundreds of members
if they would like to bring someone
into The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, and each said,

"Yes"; but year after year passes, and
they do not accomplish their desire.

Only a very small percent of the Saints

bring one or more converts into the
Church each year. We have more than
one million possible members who
would like to help in reaching and
teaching their friends, who would like

to bring someone into the Church each
year.

Other centers of information

We are in the process of creating

and setting up similar exhibits to those
used at the Mormon Pavilion in each
of the church bureaus of information
where space is available. In the areas

such as Salt Lake City the local mis-
sionaries and the Saints will be able
to bring their friends and neighbors to

the Salt Lake Temple Square Bureau
of Information and there, with the
help of visual aids, teach them about
the restoration of the gospel and bring
their friends to a knowledge of the
Church of Jesus Christ. The exhibits
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will be built around the teachings and
doctrines as taught and exemplified by
the Savior. It has always been most
interesting to me to know that Jesus

not only taught his plan of life and
salvation, but he also set the example
and requested that we follow him.
This leaves little room for private

interpretation.

Member missionaries to use

the exhibits

Missionary Saints through the help
of the exhibits will be able to en-

courage their friends and neighbors to

turn to the God-inspired scriptures to

seek and find the true gospel through
the recorded message that our Father

in heaven has left here on the earth

for us.

The exhibits will start with the
creation of man in the image and
likeness of God.

The ancient prophets will be shown
as God and heavenly messengers ap-
peared and directed them in the Lord's

program.

The teachings and examples of Jesus

Christ will be shown through murals
and various visual aids, such as Jesus

setting the example for proper water
baptism, and all Christians will be
encouraged to know and follow his

example.

Exhibits review fundamentals
of the Restoration

Jesus called, ordained, and built his

church around Twelve Apostles.

Through visual aids and the spoken
word, we will encourage the people to

know that apostles are an essential part

of Jesus Christ's Church.

The apostasy from the teachings of

Jesus Christ will be shown through
visual aids. Men have changed the
concept of God and Jesus Christ. Some
have even gone so far as to say that

God is without body, parts, or passions.

Men changed the baptism of Jesus.

Men discontinued the Twelve Apostles.

The Melchizedek Priesthood was
changed. Tithing was discontinued

among many. And many other changes
were made that time will not permit
to bring to our attention.

We will show through visual aids

the First Vision and the restoration of

the Church and the teachings and plan
of life as given by the Savior.

The same film on eternal life that

was shown at the pavilion will be
used. I would like to quote a state-

ment by Norman Vincent Peale re-

garding the film. He said, "The film
told the story of where we came from,

why we are here, and where we are

going." He added, "The film motivated
one to want to make the most of earth

life, and the last two minutes of the

film were the most touching, the most
inspirational, and most revealing of

any two minutes of a film I have ever

seen in my entire life."

He also said, "I don't know the

name of the character-actor who was
the grandfather, but when he died and
entered the eternal existence, bewilder-
ment and wonder were written on his

face. All of a sudden, he caught a

glimpse of his wife from whom he had
been parted. She ran to him and
threw her arms around him. Then
came his brothers, sisters, mother and
father, aunts, uncles, grandparents,

and all who were near and dear to him
on earth. Surrounded by those who
loved him, the camera gave us a close-

up of his face, whereon was written

radiant, exultant joy. I have never seen

such a character portrayal, nor such a

beautiful scene. Out of this film, I

learned two things: (1) an entirely

new concept of the purpose of life and
its connection with the eternities, and

(2) an entirely new concept of the

importance of the family in connection

with the eternities." (Interview with
T. Bowring Woodbury and Norman
Vincent Peale, May 20, 1964.) Our
family program is one of our great

missionary tools.

We hope that many exhibits will

be created to assist the Saints and the

missionaries to teach and love their

neighbors and friends into the Church.
We hope that it will be possible to

have similar portable exhibits that can

be attractively set up in the cultural

halls and stake centers of the Church.
They would run for a week or ten

days, and the missionaries and Saints

can bring their friends and neighbors.
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The World's Fair film on eternal life

could also be shown as part of this

exhibit.

Friends and neighbors to gain the
spirit of the Restoration

With sufficient bureaus and portable

units we should be able to have a half

million Saints and missionaries par-

ticipate. Can you picture a half million

Saints with the help of the Lord
teaching their friends and neighbors
about the restoration of God's program
through a prophet of God and teaching

them to see the plan of life as taught
by the Savior and not the plan that

has been changed and corrupted by
men?
The religious unrest in the world

today is causing the honest in heart to

seek and look for the living God. Many
of our friends and neighbors are wait-

ing to hear and know God's program
for man.

Fellow Saints, you who have a testi-

mony that God lives, that Jesus Christ

First Day

lives, and that God's plan of life is

essential for entrance into the kingdom
of heaven, you have a responsibility to

warn your neighbors. In my humble
opinion the greatest potential mission-

ary power and force of this Church is

vested in the Saints. May we follow

our Prophet and teach our friends and
neighbors, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown:

The chorus and congregation will

join in singing, "We Thank Thee, O
God, For A Prophet," and after the

singing Elder Sterling W. Sill, As-

sistant to the Council of the Twelve,
will speak to us, and he will be fol-

lowed by Victor L. Brown of the

Presiding Bishopric.

The chorus and congregation sang

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."

ELDER STERLING W. SILL

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters, I appreciate

very much this privilege of having a

part with you in this great general

conference of the Church. As important
ideas are held up before our minds, we
are helped to follow more fully that

divine instruction that "man shall not
live by bread alone." (Matt. 4:4.) It is

desirable at all times that we should
live by the word of the Lord, but this

applies particularly to us, as our age is

the most important and the most ex-

citing that the world has ever known.
Our forefathers lived on a flat station-

ary earth and plowed their ground
with a wooden stick. But we live on
an earth of power steering, jet propul-

sion, and atomic power, and we need
personality and character qualities to

match the times. Great events are now
taking place at breathtaking speed in

fulfillment of the word of the Lord to

Daniel, twenty-five centuries ago. Con-
cerning our day, he said, "But thou, O

Daniel, shut up the words, . . . even
to the time of the end: many shall run
to and fro, and knowledge shall be

increased." (Dan. 12:4.)

The "Knowledge Explosion"

Certainly the knowledge explosion

of our day furnishes a literal fulfill-

ment of this prophecy before our own
eyes. It is interesting to remember that

George Washington rode to his inau-

guration in a chariot drawn by horses,

but two thousand years earlier, Julius

Caesar had gone to his Roman capital

in exactly the same way. Little or no
change had taken place in all of that

long period. When I was born, the

Wright Brothers had not yet made
their famous maiden 60-foot flight at

Kill Devil Hill. During the first part

of our century we had no guided

missiles, no space travel, no automo-
biles, no radios, no television, no
movies, and no atomic bombs. And


