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Paul also described accurately the

peace and happiness of the righteous

person when he defined the fruit of

the Spirit. To quote:

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love,

joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,

goodness, faith, meekness, temperance
" (Gal. 5:22-23.)

The blessedness of obedience to the

gospel of Jesus Christ

If all people would accept and live

the restored gospel of Jesus Christ,

their hearts would throb with a sweet

peace, a divine love, and an exquisite

joy. Thus all covetousness, hate, greed,

envy, stealing, lust, adultery, whore-
doms, strife, riots, war, and all other

sordid and evil acts would cease. Men
would love God and man with all

their hearts. A perfect condition of

peace and righteousness would prevail

throughout the world. The King of

kings could come and reign. The only

hope for this wicked world, therefore,

is for its people to repent and accept

and live the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Time and time again, the ancient

American prophets declared that at

the resurrection righteous people will

rise from their graves into a state of

everlasting happiness. Paul, the an-

cient apostle, described it this way:

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him." (1
Cor. 2:9.)

These statements are exactly in
accordance with the words in Ecclesi-

astes:

"Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of
man.

"For God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every secret thing,

whether it be good, or whether it be
evil." (Ecc. 12:13-14.)

Let us live in such a way that we
shall have inward peace and exquisite

joy in such abundance that it passeth

our understanding, and let us at all

times give God the honor and glory

for all the blessings we receive, I

humbly pray. In the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

He to whom we have just listened

is Elder Milton R. Hunter of the

First Council of Seventy. Elder
LeGrand Richards of the Council of

the Twelve will be our concluding
speaker this afternoon.

Elder Richards.

Elder LeGrand Richards

Of the Council of the Twelve

It is a great pleasure, brothers and
sisters, to share this wonderful con-

ference with you. I love the Latter-

day Saints. I appreciate your kindness

to me as I travel to your stakes and
some of the missions, and it is a

glorious thing to meet you as you
come here in our midst to attend this

conference.

In President McKay's inspired talk

this morning, after outlining some of

the advantages that we have in the

day in which we are privileged to live,

he said, "It is a joy to live in this age."

I have thought a lot about that, and I

think that we all feel that way about

it. And then I thought, it is not only

a joy, but it is also a responsibility to

know what we know.

We have listened here this after-

noon to these wonderful testimonies of

the brethren and have thought of the
marvelous things the Lord has done
in restoring his truth. Think of our
responsibility! As Jesus said, ".

. . For
unto whomsoever much is given, of

him shall be much required. . .
."

(Luke 12:48.)

To gather together all things

I think of the words of the Apostle

Paul. He, like most of the prophets,

saw the latter days, the days in which
we are privileged to live, and he saw
the marvelous things that the Lord
would accomplish in our day. He
said that the Lord had revealed the

mystery of his will unto him. (See
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Eph. 1:9.) Now that is quite a state-

ment, if you stop to analyze it. "That
in the dispensation of the fulness of

times he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are

in heaven, and which are on earth;

even in him." (Eph. 1:10.)

As I analyze that statement, I think

it means that all things that the
prophets have beheld for the latter

days ultimately would be brought
forth in this, the dispensation of the

fullness of times. That being true,

are we not privileged to live in the
dispensation of the fullness of times

to enjoy all these gifts and blessings?

I like the words of Isaiah, when he
spoke of the Lord, "declaring the end
from the beginning." (Isa. 46:10.) We
are told that all things are known
unto the Lord and that his purposes

fail not; neither are there any who
can stay his hand.

I like to study the prophecies. I

think they are a lot easier to under-

stand after they are fulfilled than
when you look forward to them.
Nevertheless, they are a guide along

the way, because when they are ful-

filled, we know that it is by the doings

of God the Eternal Father, that he
rules in the heavens above and upon
the earth beneath and in the lives of

men. . Things pertaining to his eternal

purposes don't just happen—they hap-
pen at his command.

Prophecies of Isaiah

Speaking of prophecies, you re-

member the prophecy of Isaiah, when
he declared the destruction of Baby-
lon, which was at that time the great-

est city in all the world. I read a
description of it, and it is wonderful.

Isaiah said that it would never be
rebuilt, that it should become the

abode of wild animals and reptiles,

that the Arab would no more pitch his

tent there. (See Isa. 13:19-22.)

When Brother [Howard W.] Hunter
and Brother [Spencer W.] Kimball
came back from the Holy Land after

Christmas 1961, 1 asked Brother Hunter
if he saw Babylon. He said he saw
what there was left of it. Just think

of anyone but a prophet of God being

able to say that one of the great cities

of the world today would be destroyed
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and never be rebuilt

In the Book of Mormon we are told

in at least three places that we should
study the prophecies of Isaiah. Moroni
said that we should study the prophe-
cies of Isaiah because they would all

be fulfilled. (Morm. 8:23.) Then in

2 Nephi, chapter 25, we read that

we should study the prophecies of

Isaiah because in the day of their

fulfillment it would be given to the

Lord's people to understand them.
When the Savior visited the Nephites,

he told them to study the prophecies
of Isaiah because the day of their

fulfillment would be the day of the

establishment of his covenant with
his people, the house of Israel. (3
Nephi, chapter 20.)

Isaiah and our day

I think that Isaiah was privileged to

live almost more in our day than in

the day he was actually here upon
this earth. He was able to see so

much of what the Lord would do in

the latter days. He saw us settled

here in these valleys of the mountains;
he saw the desert made to blossom as

the rose; he saw the rivers flow in

the desert, where we have built these

great irrigation canals; he saw the
water flow down from the high places,

where it has been reservoired in the
mountains for summer use; he saw
the daughters of Zion come up and
sing in the heights of Zion. (See Isaiah,

chapter 35.) Where can you find

anything to fulfill that prophecy in

all the history of the world except

the singing of these sisters of the
Tabernacle Choir, now in its 38th year
of continuous broadcasting. Then
think of our people coming from all

over the Church to sing in our con-
ferences, like the Singing Mothers who
sang in the Relief Society conference.

Truly, this is the center, you might say,

of the singing people of all the world,
and now with telestar, they will be
singing to all the world.

Isaiah saw the railroad train and
the airplane and how the people would
be gathered to Zion without even being
able to loosen the latchets of their

shoes.

A few years ago President McKay
went to Scotland to help organize the
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first stake in his bonny Scotland.

When he returned, he reported to us

brethren of the Twelve, telling us

that he left London at two o'clock in

the afternoon, stopped for a short

period in Chicago, and was here in

Salt Lake City that night to sleep in

his own bed. Then he compared this

to the time his family crossed the

ocean; they were 43 days on the water
with a sailing vessel and then had to

cross the plains the best they could.

Just think of the day in which we
live. Why has there been such a

change? If the veil were parted and
the world could know why there had
been such a change since the Father
and the Son appeared to the Prophet
Joseph, anybody who confesses a love

for God the Eternal Father would
be glad to have the Mormon elders

come and bring to them a knowledge
of this work.

Darkness covered the earth

Isaiah prophesied: "For, behold, the

darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people: . .

." and
during that period of time the world
made no progress. (Isa. 60:2.)

When I went on my first mission to

Holland, they were still cutting grain

with a scythe and a sickle; they had no
electric lights or modern homes, and
the streetcars were drawn by horses.

Just think how the world has

changed, because the Lord not only

foretold through his prophets that

darkness would cover the earth but

said: "I will pour out my spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your

daughters shall prophesy, your old

men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions." (Joel 2:28.)

And I could give you many illustra-

tions of how this has been fulfilled.

Promise to Joseph of Egypt

I would like to return now to a state-

ment in the Book of Mormon. You
remember that when Lehi was in the

desert, he told his son Joseph that the

Lord had promised Joseph who was
sold into Egypt that, in the latter

days, he would raise up a prophet

from his loins by the name of Joseph,

whose father's name was Joseph. He
said, "Unto him will I give power to

bring forth my word." (See 2 Ne.
3:11.)

That prophet was none other than
the Prophet Joseph Smith. He
brought us the Book of Mormon, as

has been testified here today, and the
Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl

of Great Price, and many other writ-

ings. Concerning this prophet, the
Lord said he would give him power
"not to the bringing forth of my word
only, . . . but to the convincing them
of my word, which shall have already

gone forth among them." (2 Ne. 3:11.)

Prophecy "in old time"

As I interpret that, it means that

he would be able to understand the
scriptures and the spirit in which they
were written. You remember the

words of Peter (reference has been
made to them here today), who said:

"We have also a more sure word of

prophecy; whereunto ye do well that

ye take heed, as unto a light that

shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts:

"Knowing this first, that no proph-
ecy of the scripture is of any private

interpretation.

"For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost." (2 Pet. 1:19-21.)

By the Holy Ghost

If all men reading the scriptures

were moved upon by the power of the
Holy Ghost, we wouldn't have hun-
dreds of churches claiming that they
have the truth. If you just stop to

think a minute, they have come into

existence because men could not agree

in their interpretation of the scrip-

tures.

Thus this prophet of the latter

days was to bring men to a conviction

of the Lord's word that had already

gone forth among them. And then
the Lord said of this prophet, "He
shall bring my people unto salvation."

(See 2 Ne. 3:15.) He also said, "And
I will make him great in mine eyes."

(See 2 Ne. 3:8.) Now, whatever
the world may think of this prophet

of this dispensation, we have the wit-

ness from God himself that this



44 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Friday, September 30

prophet would be great, and I think
no prophet has ever lived, except the
Redeemer of the world, who was
greater than the Prophet Joseph Smith,
for he has committed to this world a

greater volume of truth and scripture

than we have received from any other

prophet.

Isaiah and the marvelous work

Brethren and sisters, I thank God
for what he has done for me. When
Isaiah saw the marvelous work and
a wonder that would cause the wisdom
of wise men to perish and the under-
standing of their prudent men to be
hid (see Isa. 29:14), that to me is

real, as well as his other prophecies.

He saw that God would "set his hand
again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people, . . .

"And he shall set up an ensign for

the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together

the dispersed of Judah from the four

corners of the earth." (Isa. 11:11-12.)

That is what he has literally done.

Antonio and violins

You remember the poem written

by Mary Ann Evans about Antonio
Stradivarius, who made violins that
are worth their weight in gold. It

goes like this: "If my hand slacken, I

should rob God, since he is fullest

good, leaving a blank instead of vio-

lins. God could not make Antonio
Stradivarius violins without Antonio."
I like to feel that, for me to be privi-

leged to live upon the earth at this

day, the Lord couldn't build his king-

dom (as the prophets have declared)

until it shall become as a great moun-
tain and fill the whole earth without
the little help that I can give.

May God help each one of us to

realize that we are not only honored
and privileged to live in this day, but
that a responsibility comes with it

that we may measure up to, I pray,

and leave you my blessing, in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Elder LeGrand Richards of the
Council of the Twelve has been our
concluding speaker.

First Day

For your information the Saturday
morning session will be broadcast
direct by numerous radio and tele-

vision stations, and recorded for trans-

mission on Sunday morning to many
television stations in the eastern and
central parts of the United States, and
a video tape of Saturday morning's
session of conference will be flown
from the mainland and broadcast
Sunday morning in Hawaii.
Morning sessions of Saturday and

Sunday will be carried from the Taber-
nacle over oceanic cables to a large

number of Saints assembled in many
chapels throughout Great Britain, Ger-
many, and Austria, on Sunday.
Both sessions of our Conference to-

day, Saturday, and Sunday, will be
rebroadcast over KSL and KIRO at

Seattle the following morning, starting

at 1:00, and will be heard in many
parts of the United States and other

parts of the world.
Under the direction of the First

Presidency there will be a Priesthood
Genealogy Conference held in the Tab-
ernacle this evening at 7:00. Of those
who are attending this Conference, the

following are requested to attend this

meeting: stake presidents, high coun-
cilor advisors, bishops, high priest group
leaders and ward record examiners.
Others are invited to attend.

The Priesthood Welfare Committee
will hold a special meeting in the

Assembly Hall tomorrow morning, Sat-

urday, at 7:30. Stake presidencies,

stake high councilors, bishoprics, and
all others interested in welfare matters
are invited to attend this meeting.
The singing of the sessions today has

been furnished as you know by the
Oahu Stake Samoan Choir from
Hawaii, under the direction of Brother
Mauga Tapusoa, with Roy M. Darley
at the organ.

In behalf of all who have listened

in to the singing during these sessions

of the General Conference, we express
our appreciation and thanks to these

Samoan brethren and sisters from
Hawaii for their beautiful music. God
bless them for the service which they
have rendered in these sessions.

This choir will now sing, "O Be
Joyful in the Lord," after which the
benediction will be offered by Elder


