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be hung high above the Pacific within
the next thirty days, thus bringing two-
thirds of the earth's surface under
two early birds.

Marvelous as these satellites seem
to all of us at this time, it has been
called the "crystal set" of the future of

worldwide broadcasting.

Scriptural Mandate fulfilled.

Just three of these instruments make
it possible for us to fulfill the Doctrine
& Covenants, Section 58, Verse 64:

"For verily, the sound must go forth

from this place unto all the world,

and unto the uttermost parts of the

earth—the Gospel must be preached
unto every creature."

I leave with you my testimony that

I know this work is divine; that we
are led by a mighty Prophet, Seer and
Revelator; that great prophets surround
him; that God in His wisdom has

given us television and radio to assist

Him in His great purposes.

May we be blessed and ever diligent

in the use of all communications
media to hasten the day of His King-

dom, I humbly pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ, Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner:

Brethren: President McKay has

asked that I be the concluding speaker

at this great Priesthood meeting.

Before I speak to you I would like

to tell you that many television and
radio stations will carry Conference
proceedings Sunday morning to a na-

tion-wide audience, including Hawaii.

The International Short-wave Radio

Station WNYW, of which Brother
Madsen was speaking, will broadcast

the Sunday morning session to all

parts of Europe, parts of Asia, Africa,

South America, Central America,
Mexico, and the Caribbean area.

The CBS Radio Tabernacle Choir
Broadcast will be from 8:35 to 9:00
o'clock Sunday morning. Those de-
siring to attend must be in their seats

at 8:15 a.m.

There will be large crowds attend-

ing the services on Sunday. Please be
considerate and courteous, and avoid
pushing and crowding.
The President asked that we admon-

ish you to drive carefully. As thou-
sands leave this great Priesthood
meeting tonight, let us keep in mind
the admonition that is constantly being
given us to drive carefully. Please

obey traffic rules. Courtesy and pa-
tience must be shown by drivers in

the city and on the highways.
The music for this Priesthood session

has been furnished by the men of the
Tabernacle choir, with Richard P.

Condie conducting, and Alexander
Schreiner at the organ. We express:

appreciation to them for their inspir-

ing music.
After I have spoken, we shall close

this meeting with the men's chorus

singing, "The Lord Bless You and
Keep You," following which Elder

Lavere N. Bagwell, president of the

San Luis (Colorado) Stake, will offer

the benediction. This Conference will

then be adjourned until 10 o'clock to-

morrow morning. After the closing

prayer, however, we would like you
to all stand while the chorus sings "I

Need Thee Every Hour."

President N. Eldon Tanner

Of the First Presidency

I always feel most humble as I stand

before a body of men who hold the

priesthood. The priesthood of God is

the power by which all things were

done in the universe, but the priest-

hood that you hold is the power of

God delegated to you to act in his

name in the office to which you have

been called.

Just think what that means, the

authority that is given to us, for the

Lord has said to his elders that they

may baptize an individual, and he is

baptized; he is as much baptized as if

the President of the Church had bap-

tized him, or any of the Twelve. And
when he is confirmed, it is of the same
effect as if the Lord himself had con-
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firmed him. And then when he is

ordained a deacon, teacher, priest,

elder, it is of the same effect. That
authority is given to us, and with that

authority goes a great responsibility.

Keeping promises

This evening I should like to ad-

dress my remarks to the topic: the
importance of keeping pledges. There
are many kinds of pledges. Maybe
some of you would think that the
things I am listing here are not
pledges. I say keeping an appointment
is a pledge. You may not think it is

very important, but keeping an ap-

pointment is important, and that is a

good place to start to learn to keep
pledges. I should hate to miss my
appointment when I leave this frail

existence, and be found someplace for

which I hope I am not preparing, just

because I am late.

To pay a bill or a note is a pledge

that is very important; to keep one's

word in anything one says or agrees

to do is a pledge. When one joins the

Church, he pledges certain things as

he goes into the waters of baptism.

When accepting the priesthood, we
make a very definite covenant with
the Lord. When partaking of the sac-

rament, we renew our covenants. No-
tice that I am using covenants, prom-
ises, and pledges interchangeably.

When partaking of the sacrament,

we renew those covenants. When ac-

cepting office in the Church, we agree

to do certain things. We take upon
ourselves certain covenants; we make
certain pledges. You who have been
to the temple know the covenants you
make and the obligations you take

upon yourselves.

In home teaching, or any assign-

ment that is given to us, if we accept

that assignment, we certainly covenant

with the Lord and the one who is

giving the assignment that we will per-

form that duty.

Honoring covenants

Now some may emphasize one
covenant or one requirement or one
of the commandments; but we cove-

nant to keep all the commandments
when we join this Church, accept and
are ordained to the priesthood.

Second Day

The Prophet spoke out clearly on
Friday morning, telling us what our
responsibilities are. He mentioned and
spoke emphatically of liquor by the

drink. A man said to me after that,

"You know, there are people in our
state who believe in following the

Prophet in everything they think is

right, but when it is something they
think isn't right, and it doesn't appeal
to them, then that's different." He
said, "Then they become their own
prophet. They decide what the Lord
wants and what the Lord doesn't

want."

I thought how true, and how serious

when we begin to choose which of the

covenants, which of the command-
ments we will keep and follow. When
we decide that there are some of them
that we will not keep or follow, we
are taking the law of the Lord into

our own hands and become our own
prophets, and believe me, we will be
led astray, because we are false proph-
ets to ourselves when we do not
follow the Prophet of God. No, we
should never discriminate between
these commandments, as to those we
should and should not keep.

A man said to me just a few days
ago—and he is a member of the
Church and thinks he is a pretty good
member, and I am not questioning
him on that—but he said, "You know,
this Church requires too much of its

people. There isn't another church in

the world that requires or demands as

much of its people as The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the

Mormon Church."

I said, "Brother, the Church doesn't

demand anything of you. It offers you
great opportunities and many privileges

that are not given to any individual
any place in the world other than
through the Church of Jesus Christ.

And the priesthood offers opportuni-
ties, privileges, and blessings that one
can enjoy only as he accepts the rules

and keeps the covenants upon which
these privileges and blessings are

predicated. You may choose what you
wish to do in this Church, and you
will be blessed accordingly. It is en-
tirely up to you." But I added, "As
far as I am concerned, brother, I would
rather walk barefoot from here to the
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celestial kingdom and back into the
presence of my Heavenly Father, if I

can get there, than to let the things

of this world keep me out."

And I am serious about it. These
privileges that are offered to us, hold-
ers of the priesthood, just cannot be
evaluated. If we keep these covenants,

we are blessed. As we go to the tem-
ple, we make those covenants that I

mentioned before. And I would like

to say to you men who hold the priest-

hood, just remember three words: keep
the covenants. Now, anybody who is

listening tonight, anybody who holds
the priesthood, surely can remember
three words: keep the covenants.

The covenant of the priesthood

I should like to read a covenant
that I have read before in priesthood

meeting; to me it is most important,

the covenant that we make when we
accept the priesthood. I shall read

from the 84th Section of the Doctrine
and Covenants:

"For whoso is faithful unto the
obtaining these two priesthoods of

which I have spoken, and the magni-
fying their calling, are sanctified by
the Spirit unto the renewing of their

bodies.

"They become the sons of Moses
and of Aaron and the seed of Abra-
ham, and the church and kingdom,
and the elect of God.
"And also all they who receive this

priesthood receive me, saith the Lord;

"For he that receiveth my servants

receiveth me;
"And he that receiveth me receiveth

my Father;

"And he that receiveth my Father

receiveth my Father's kingdom; there-

fore all that my Father hath shall be
given unto him.

"And this is according to the oath
and covenant which belongeth to the

priesthood.

"Therefore, all those who receive

the priesthood, receive this oath and
covenant of my Father, which he can-

not break, neither can it be moved.
"But whoso breaketh this covenant

after he hath received it, and alto-

gether turneth therefrom, . .
." is left

on his own. (D&G 84:33-41.)

Note that the Lord says (and I am
not quoting word for word): "I can-
not break this covenant, but if you
break it there is no promise." Isn't it

something to think about when the
Lord says he cannot break a covenant
that he makes with his people. That
covenant stands as long as we will

keep the covenant, but when we break
the covenant, there is no covenant as

far as the Lord is concerned.

Honoring covenants brings blessings

Referring to these covenants in the
temple, I would like to say to you
again, remember these three words:
keep the covenants. And I think I am
safe in saying to you that if you and
your families will keep these covenants,

you will be happy, you will be
successful, you will be respected, you
will have good families that you can
take back into the presence of our
Heavenly Father. All you will have
to do is remember three words: keep
the covenants, the obligations that you
have taken upon yourselves, the
pledges that you have made. Keep the

covenants.

Now among our fellowmen, neigh-
bor to neighbor, it is important that

we keep our covenants, our pledges,

our agreements. A young man came
to me not long ago and said, "I made
an agreement with a man that requires

me to make certain payments each
year. I am in arrears, and I can't make
those payments, for if I do, it is going
to cause me to lose my home. What
shall I do?"

I looked at him and said, "Keep
your agreement."

"Even if it costs me my home?"
I said, "I am not talking about your

home. I am talking about your agree-

ment; and I think your wife would
rather have a husband who would
keep his word, meet his obligations,

keep his pledges or his covenants, and
have to rent a home than to have a
home with a husband who will not
keep his covenants and his pledges."

I don't know whether everyone here
agrees with me or not; in fact, I am
wondering. There are too many today,

I feel, who are prepared to take the

easy way out of paying their debts by
not paying them and take whatever
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action is necessary to keep them free.

It is important, brethren, that we keep
our pledges and our covenants and
keep our name good. A man's good
name is worth more than any material

thing he could have.

Keep all covenants and promises

And if it is important that we keep
our covenants with our neighbor, with
a man with whom we have made an
agreement, how much more impor-
tant it is that we keep the covenants
that we make with our Heavenly
Father when we hold the priesthood

and accept office in this Church.
Brethren, it is a pleasure to be with

you, to join with you men of the

priesthood; I feel most humble in your
presence, and particularly do I feel

humble when I realize that the body
of the priesthood in the Church of

Jesus Christ is the only body that holds

the power of God to act in his name
in the office to which they have been
called. And think of the responsibility

that has been placed upon us to take

this message to the world. We have
been told by these two speakers to-

night, Brother [Bernard P.] Brockbank
and Brother [Arch L.] Madsen, how
we are striving to make it possible for

everyone to hear the gospel. Our lives,

Second Day

brethren, will help to determine how
they receive it.

A man told me that he was just

about ready to accept the gospel when
he met a particular LDS family. Then
he said, "If that's the way your people
live, I don't want to have anything
to do with it."

I want to bear you my testimony
that I know the gospel of Jesus Christ

is here in our midst; it has been re-

stored. The priesthood has been
restored and it is most important that

we honor that priesthood. We are

guided by a prophet, who has been
called and given the authority and
responsibility of directing our work
here. May we follow him and keep
the commandments of the Lord. May
we choose to keep all the command-
ments, not those which we ourselves

choose. May we accept the Prophet
and not be our own false prophet, I

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Singing: "The Lord Bless You and
Keep You," the Men's Chorus.

Benediction by President Lavere N.
Bagwell, San Luis Stake.

THIRD DAY

MORNING MEETING

SIXTH SESSION

President N. Eldon Tanner:

President David O. McKay is present

on the stand this morning and is pre-

siding at this meeting. He has asked

me to conduct this session.

It is a great pleasure for us to wel-
come all present this morning in the

historic Tabernacle and the Assembly
Hall on Temple Square in Salt Lake
City, Utah, together with the vast

television and radio audience, in this,

the sixth session of the 136th Semi-
Annual Conference of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The Tabernacle Choir, under the

direction of Richard P. Condie, with
Alexander Schreiner at the organ, will

open these services by rendering, "Fight

The Good Fight." Following the sing-

ing Elder Grant S. Thorn, formerly

president of the Northeast British Mis-
sion, will offer the invocation.

Singing: "Fight the Good Fight,"

the Tabernacle Choir.

Invocation, President Grant S.

Thorn, Northeast British Mission.


