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son this afternoon, but he has not and brethren of the priesthood. That
forgotten us, and has sent his closing address will now be read by his son,

address to the members of the Church Robert.

President David 0. McKay

And now, my brethren and sisters,

we have come to the closing session

of another great conference of the

Church. My soul, with yours, has
been filled with thanksgiving and
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for

the outpouring of his Holy Spirit

throughout the entire conference. We
have heard inspirational and uplifting

messages from the leaders of the
Church. I love these associates of the
general authorities, and love them in

the spirit of the true meaning of that
word—the love of the brotherhood of

Christ. God bless them!

Testimonies of the conference

reviewed

During these various sessions of con-
ference, we have had testimony of the
Spirit that we are children of our Father
in heaven. We have had testimony that

God is a living being. We have had
testimony that Christ, who was cruci-

fied and who rose the third day a
resurrected being, is the head of his

Church. We have had testimony of

the Spirit that he has revealed in this

dispensation the gospel of Jesus Christ,

which is again established on earth in

all its fullness. The gospel of Jesus
Christ, as revealed to the Prophet
Joseph Smith, is in very deed in every
way the power of God unto salvation.

It gives to every man the perfect life

here, and through obedience to gospel
principles it gives us eternal life.

What is eternal life? In that glori-

ous prayer of intercession offered by
Jesus, our Redeemer, just before he
crossed the brook Cedron and received

the traitor's kiss that betrayed him into

the hands of the soldiers, we find these

words: "And this is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent." (John 17:3.) To know God
and his Son is eternal life. There is

the key. Life eternal is what I desire.

I desire it more than I desire anything
else in the world—life eternal for me

and mine, for you, and for all the

world. And there in the words of the

Redeemer himself we have the secret.

How may we know Him?

But how may we know him? That
is the next question. Has he at any
time, or on any occasion, answered that

question? If so, we want the answer,
because it is vital. In searching the

record as it is given to us by men who
associated daily with the Lord, we find

that upon one occasion men who were
listening to him cried out against him.
They opposed his works, as men today
oppose him. And one voice cried out

and said in effect, "How do we know
that what you tell us is true? How
do we know that your profession of

being the Son of God is true." And
Jesus answered him in just a simple
way (and note the test): "If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the

doctrine, whether it be of God, or

whether I speak of myself." (John
7:17. Italics added.)

That test is most sound. It is most
philosophical. It is the most simple
test to give knowledge to an indivi-

dual of which the human mind can
conceive. Doing a thing, introducing
it into your very being, will convince
you whether it is good or whether it

is bad. You may not be able to con-

vince me of that which you know, but
you know it because you have lived it.

That is the test that the Savior gave

to those men when they asked him
how they should know whether the

doctrine was of God or whether it

was of man.
We have answered the question that

if we shall do his will we shall know,
but now comes the question, what is

"the will"? And therein is the whole
essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Just as plainly as Jesus stated and de-

fined what eternal life is, or how we
shall know it, just as plainly as he
laid down that test, just as plainly has

he expressed what his will is.
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The will of God is revealed to

the world

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints bears testimony to

the world that this will of God has

been made manifest in this dispensa-

tion, that the principles of the gospel,

the principles of life, have been re-

vealed. They are in harmony with
the principles that Christ taught in

the meridian of time. It is impos-
sible to give here all the principles

that constitute that will, but they are

so simple that, as the scriptures say,

"the wayfaring men, though fools,

shall not err therein." (Isa. 35:8.)

Serve mankind

After obeying the principles and
ordinances of the gospel, "the will"

of God is to serve your fellowmen,
benefiting them, making this world
better for your having lived in it.

Christ gave his all to teach us that

principle. And he made the state-

ment: "Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto one of the least of these my breth-

ren, ye have done it unto me." (Matt.

25:40.) This is the message God has

given to us. This Church is God's

Church, which is so perfectly organ-

ized that every man and every woman,
every child, may have an opportunity

to do something good for somebody
else. It is the obligation of our priest-

hood members, it is the responsibility

of the auxiliary organizations and of

every member to serve and do God's
will. If we do, and the more we do it,

the more we shall become convinced
that it is the work of God, because

we are testing it. Then, by doing the

will of God, we get to know God and
get close to him and to feel that life

eternal is ours. We shall feel to love

humanity everywhere, and we can cry

out with the apostles of old, "We know
that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren."

(1 John 3:14.)

He lives!

God does reveal today to the human
soul the reality of the resurrection of

the Lord, the divinity of this great

work, the truth, the divine and eternal

truth that God lives, not as a power,

an essence, a force, but as our Father
in heaven. Oh, why do men try to

make that power, recognized by science

and religion everywhere, a mere force?

I sometimes wish men would kneel
down and try to pray to electricity or

atomic power. Imagine trying to pray
to these forces. You cannot do it, and
yet they are great and known forces.

You can, however, pray to God the
Father, a personal being. God re-

veals to the soul his existence. He
reveals the deity of the Lord Jesus

Christ, who came to make known to

us the great reality of the existence of

God and his Son; and in that spirit,

and with such witness in my soul, I

bear testimony today that Jesus Christ
is the Redeemer of the world.

"I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence
gives I

He lives, He lives, who once was dead.
He lives, my ever-living head.

"He lives, all glory to his namel
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
O sweet the joy this sentence gives:

'I know that my Redeemer lives I'

"

(Samuel Medley)

Blessings for everyone

God help us and all the world to

sense the reality that the gospel of

Jesus Christ is established among men,
and that through obedience to it the
fatherhood of God and the brother-

hood of man may be realities to every
mother and father, every son and
daughter. God hasten the day when
that testimony will be real in every
heart.

God bless you men of the priesthood.

May you hold it in dignity and righ-

teousness that comes from within, not
from without.

God bless our friends of the radio
and television audience and the man-
agers and owners of the stations who
have made these broadcasts possible.

God bless our friends with whom we
associate and who are contributing to

the advancement of this great Church.
We are grateful for their fellowship.

God bless us that we may go home
with a firmer resolve than^we have
ever had before to live the gospel of
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Jesus Christ, to be kind to our fami-
lies and to our neighbors, to be hon-
est in all our dealings so that men
seeing our good works may be led

to glorify our Father in heaven.

I leave my blessings with you, with
the sick and afflicted, with our soldier

boys, some of whom are paying the

supreme sacrifice for freedom, with our
missionaries scattered around the
world. I pray that God's protecting

care will be with them wherever they
are.

May God bless you all, and may he
guide and help you that righteousness,

harmony, and love for one another
may dwell in each home, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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We would like to express our appre-

ciation to the following who have
furnished the singing for this Con-
ference:

The Tabernacle Choir, for their

excellent singing on the Saturday
morning and Sunday morning broad-
cast sessions, and again this afternoon;

and the men of the Tabernacle Choir
for furnishing the music for the Sat-

urday evening Priesthood meeting.

The Oahu Stake Samoan Choir from
Hawaii, who furnished the music for

the sessions on Friday.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers
from the Northwest Region, who fur-

nished the music for the Saturday
afternoon session.

We also express thanks and deep
appreciation to the conductors and
organists.

President McKay wishes me to ex-

press his deep appreciation to all who
have in any way contributed to the

success and inspiration of this great

Conference.

He is especially grateful to his be-

loved associates, the General Authori-

ties, who have delivered such timely

and inspirational messages.

We appreciate the careful and effi-

cient attention given by local and
national press representatives, and by
representatives of radio and television
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in reporting the sessions of this

Conference.

We deeply appreciate the coopera-

tion of City officials, the City traffic

officers for handling carefully and ably

the increased traffic; the Fire Depart-
ment and Red Cross, who have been
on hand to render assistance and
service whenever it was needed.

We thank the Tabernacle ushers for

their courtesy and consideration in

seating the great audiences of these

Conference sessions.

As heretofore mentioned, we are most
grateful to the owners and managers
of the many radio and television sta-

tions throughout the nation and our
own city, who have carried the sessions

of this Conference from coast to coast,

to Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada; and
by short wave to listeners in many
parts of the world.

Through the extensive radio and
television coverage of this Semi-Annual
Conference, millions have been able

to participate in the Conference.

We express again our gratitude and
thanks for these beautiful flowers, ar-

ranged on the rostrum by our Church
gardeners. The antheriums were sent

to us by the Oahu (Hawaii) Stake.

Tonight, the Deseret Sunday School
Union conference will convene in this

building at 7 o'clock. All Sunday
School workers will wish to be in at-

tendance. The public is cordially

invited.

It is understood that ward sacrament
meetings will be held where practi-

cable, this evening in the various

wards.

Just a reminder again about driving

in the city and on the highways.
Please obey traffic rules. Good man-
ners, patience and alertness are neces-

sary if we are to reduce the number
of automobile accidents.

The Tabernacle Choir will now
favor us with the hymn, "Sing We
Now at Parting," conducted by Brother
Condie.

The benediction will be offered by
Elder Morgan S. Coombs, formerly

President of the Australian Mission,

after which this Conference will stand

adjourned for six months.


