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rulers over many things. (See D&C
52:13.)

If our commitment is in the form
of the sacrament, may we partake each
time worthily, that we may always
have his Spirit to be with us. (See

D&C 20:77.) Such is the unqualified

promise from our Heavenly Father.

If ours is the commitment to honor
the priesthood, may we do so nobly,

using it for the blessing of mankind,
that our inheritance may indeed be
"all that the Father has."

The commitment we make through
our covenants with the Lord is serious

business. All else is secondary. His
rewards are certain, for he has declared

for all to hear: "I, the Lord, am bound
when ye do what I say; but when ye do
not what I say, ye have no promise."

(D&C 82:10.)

Second Day

Let every father stand fearlessly at

the head of his family and accept

Joshua's challenge that has stood

through the ages: ".
. . choose you this

day whom ye will serve; . . . but as

for me and my house, we will serve

the Lord." (Josh. 24:15.)

May we commit ourselves without
reservation. May ours be the whole
armor of God, that our calling and
election may be made sure, I pray

humbly in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

Elder Robert L. Simpson of the Pre-

siding Bishopric has just spoken to us.

We shall now be glad to hear from
Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the First

Council of Seventy.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie
Of the First Council of the Seventy

We have received from the Lord

—

in this day and age in which we now
live—a commission to proclaim his

divinity and to invite all men to come
and worship him as Lord_ and King.

To most people now living, God is

unknown and unknowable. Some con-

sider him to be a mystical spirit essence

that fills the immensity of space; others

feel that the laws of nature and the

forces that govern the universe are

God; while yet others are not suffi-

ciently concerned with spiritual things

to give any serious thought to matters

pertaining to Deity.

Even the religious creeds of almost

the whole body of modern Christen-

dom state flatly that he is uncreated
and incomprehensible, that he is a
spirit without body, parts, or passions,

and that in some inexplicable way he
is three gods and yet one God.

"We are the offspring of God"

We know him, however, as a living

and real being, a personage of taber-

nacle in whose image man is created.

He is our Father in heaven, meaning,
as Paul expressed it, that "we are the

offspring of God" (Acts 17:29); that

he is "the Father of spirits" (Heb.

12:9); that he is the parent of the

intelligent, sentient beings who dwelt
with him during their pre-mortal or

first estate.

The gospel restored

When the Beloved Disciple John, as

the last of our Lord's ancient apostles

to minister among men, saw in vision

the latter-day restoration of "the ever-

lasting gospel," he recorded that this

proclamation would then go forth "to

every nation, and kindred, and tongue,

and people,

".
. . Fear God, and give glory to

him; for the hour of his judgment is

come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of water." (Rev. 14:6-7.)

It is of this God—the only true and
living God, the God whom Jesus said

it was life eternal to know, the God
who is the Creator of all things, who
made heaven and earth and the sea

and the fountains of waters—it is of

him we now desire to speak and testify.

The proclamation we now make, and
the testimony we now bear, is that God
our Father has revealed himself anew
in this day and age of the earth's his-

tory, and that he has commissioned us
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to take the knowledge of him to his

other children.

God stands revealed, and we are
commissioned to teach all men what
and who he is, and—standing as legal

administrators, authorized and ap-
pointed, so to speak

—

we are com-
manded to carry his message of
salvation to the world.

In the spring of 1820, Joseph Smith,

Jun., a choice and favored youth, then
in his 15th year, sought wisdom from
God. Finding himself in the midst
of a religious revival that was sweep-
ing the then frontier area of America,
and desiring to know which of all the

churches was true, he asked of God in

accordance with the divine promise:

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it

shall be given him." (Jas. 1:5.)

To fulfill his own inscrutable pur-

poses, and because the time had then
come to usher in the prophetically

promised era of restoration, God then
gave to this young man one of the
greatest visions of all time. Of this

glorious manifestation Joseph Smith
wrote:

"I saw a pillar of light exactly over

my head, above the brightness of the

sun, which descended gradually until

it fell upon me.
".

. . . When the light rested upon
me I saw two Personages, whose bright-

ness and glory defy all description,

standing above me in the air. One
of them spake unto me, calling me by
name and said, pointing to the other

—

This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!"
(Joseph Smith 2:16-17.)

Thus the heavens were opened, and
thus the knowledge of God and of

salvation began to be revealed in mod-
ern times.

Proclaim that God lives and has
spoken again

And so it is that we into whose
hands these modern revelations have
come, we who have been called and
commissioned to represent the Lord in

testifying of him and his gospel, are

now prepared—and to fulfill the divine

commission must—proclaim that God

lives and has spoken again in this

day.

Our announcement, thus, in the lan-
guage of the scripture is this:

".
. . we know that there is a God

in heaven, who is infinite and eternal,

from everlasting to everlasting the same
unchangeable God, the framer of
heaven and earth, and all things which
are in them; . . .

"Wherefore, the Almighty God gave
his Only Begotten Son, as it is written
in those scriptures which have been
given of him.
"He suffered temptations but gave

no heed unto them.
"He was crucified, died, and rose

again the third day;

"And ascended into heaven, to sit

down on the right hand of the Father,

to reign with almighty power accord-

ing to the will of the Father;

"That as many as would believe and
be baptized in his holy name, and
endure in faith to the end, should be
saved." (D&G 20:17, 21-25.)

And so now, obedient to the divine

commission that is ours, and speaking
as those having authority and who
know whereof they speak, we the

elders of Israel proclaim that God is

our Father, literally and personally;

that we are his offspring, created in

his image and likeness; and that he
has endowed us with the talents and
abilities which, if developed to the

full, will enable us, as Jesus said, to

be perfect even as our Father in heaven
is perfect. (Matt. 5:48.)

A new revelation of God

We announce a new revelation of

God to the world and invite our
Father's other children everywhere to

come and see, to learn for themselves

by the power of his Spirit of the truth

and divinity of these glorious things.

We bear testimony of the divine

Sonship of our Lord and know that he
came into the world with the power
of immortality, thus enabling him to

work out the infinite and eternal

atonement.
We assert that God was in Christ

revealing himself to the world; that

Christ represents and speaks for the
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Father; and that, as Jesus said, "no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father;

neither knoweth any man the Father,

save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal him." (Matt.

11:27.)

Invitation to come unto Him

Thus our invitation is to come unto
Christ and worship the Father in his

name. It is to learn of God, of Christ,

and of the laws and ordinances of the

gospel. It is to listen to the voices of

living prophets, who represent Deity,

and who reveal him to the world and
speak forth his mind and will.

Thus our invitation is for men to

come and "worship the Father in spirit

and in truth for," as the scripture saith,

"the Father seeketh such to worship

him." (John 4:23.) It is for men to

learn of Christ and his laws and to

take his yoke upon them and keep his

commandments.
Thus our invitation is for men to

read the Book of Mormon, which is a

new witness for Christ and his gospel,

and which also has been given of

God to prove the truth of his great

latter-day work. It is for men to study

the life and teachings of Joseph Smith,

the American Prophet, the man who
saw God in modern times, and who
received revelations and command-
ments from him. It is for men to

learn how to recognize the voice of the

prophets and to lend listening ears to

their teachings.

Thus our invitation is for men to

investigate the message of the restora-

tion, to come to a knowledge of him
whom it is life eternal to know, to

find the path leading to the celestial

city. It is for men to accept The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as

the kingdom of God on earth, as "the

only true and living church upon the

face of the whole earth." (D&C 1:30.)

It is for truth seekers everywhere to sell
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all that they have and come and buy
the gospel pearl, the pearl of great

price.

Now our cause is just. It is true. It

came from God. It is his cause. It

shall triumph, for truth shall prevail.

To hasten that glorious day when the

light and truth of heaven will dwell
in every heart; that day when it shall

no longer be necessary for every man
to say to his neighbor, "Know the Lord:

for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord. . .

." (Jer. 31:34)—to
hasten that day we now, obedient to

our divine commission, proclaim the

divinity of the great Creator and invite

all men to worship him and thereby

gain his friendship here and his

association hereafter. In the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

We have just listened to Elder Bruce
R. McConkie of the First Council of
Seventy.

The congregation and chorus will
now join in singing "How Firm a

Foundation," conducted by Jay E.

Welch.

After the singing, Elder Alma Sonne,
Assistant to the Twelve, will speak

to us.

Congregational Singing:

a Foundation."
"How Firm

President Brown

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the

Twelve, will now address us. He will

be followed by Elder Franklin D.

Richards, Assistant to the Twelve.


