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family today needs to keep close to

Jesus through obedience to his spiritual

and moral laws. As we make Jesus

Christ the center of our lives, this will

be our lot, and I pray for this, bearing

my witness that these things are true.

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

our Savior. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder John Longden, Assistant to the
Twelve.

Elder Boyd K. Packer will now
speak to us.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

I feel subdued in spirit, brethren and
sisters, as we come near the closing

moments of this great conference.

There is the promise that "when a man
carries it into the hearts of the children

of men." (2 Ne. 33:1.) Because there

are some here visiting with us as guests

about whom I care deeply, I pray for an
interest in your faith and prayers as

I direct my remarks to them.
It has been our privilege over the

past two years in the mission field to

become acquainted with clergymen
from a number of Christian churches.

We find them to be good men—sincere,

honest in their dedication to the min-
istry that they have chosen. It is to

you "men of the cloth," as you term
yourselves, that I speak.

Churches wanting

Would you be offended if I called

you "our brethren"? This term, com-
monly used in the Church, is a title of

dignity and honor, and I address you
thusly in respect for your ministerial

assignment.
Please understand the spirit in which

I speak. It is with humility and with-

out arrogance that I call to your
attention a matter of significant spiri-

ual importance; in the spirit of what
might be termed "a call to the Chris-

tian clergy."

In conversation several of you have
opened your heart and given expression

to your solemn feelings concerning the

Christian Church at large, the feeling

that something is out of order that

wants to be put in order. Not so much
as you have said, that the clergy is

not desirous of moving people to good

works, but rather that there is some-

thing missing.

Your youth have become unrespon-
sive, and although you have introduced
innovations into the worship services

—

jazz combos, poetry reading, interpre-

tive dancing, all thought to be
appealing to youth—nevertheless, they
are drawn away and grow up without
faith.

"Famine in the land"

One reads with serious reflection the
words of the Prophet Amos:

"Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord God, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, but of hearing the
words of the Lord:
"And they shall wander from sea to

sea, and from the north even to the
east, they shall run to and fro to seek
the word of the Lord, and shall not
find it.

"In that day shall the fair virgins
and young men faint for thirst." (Amos
8:11-13.)

I testify that such a spiritual famine
is upon the world. And as moral fiber

is weakened, forces of darkness grow
in courage. Evil has unclothed herself
and walks the street in brazen impu-
dence, defiant, frightening, persuasive.

In recognition of this, you point with
nervous realization that the churches
are not fulfilling their obligation to
mankind; and you find yourselves
reaching out to one another, hoping
to draw close together, to stand
shoulder to shoulder, sensing that in
unity there may be strength.

You have told me of your councils

—

local, regional, national, and world-
wide—in which you devote yourselves
to the spirit of ecumenism. These are
ecumenical councils in which you
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labor industriously to bring into one
the whole of Christianity.

Church absent from councils

In all of this you see us, The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

standing apart, not participating. We
are not in the councils. And not only
this, you find us sending missionaries
among your parishioners, pleading
with them to hear the message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and bearing
witness that he lives.

Why, you ask, will we not support
the great ecumenical movement? Why
do we absent ourselves from councils
called in the name of Christian unity?

It is in answer to this question to you
and to the wondering youth in the
Church that we yearn with prayerful,

fervent desire that you may feel the
spirit in which we speak.

Need for unity

Our brethren, we declare that coun-
cils alone will not bring unity. The
efforts of men only, regardless of how
well-intentioned, will not call it forth.

No more will be accomplished through
uninspired reorganization and at-

tempted unification of the Christian
churches than has been accomplished
through the uninspired separation of

them.
It was when men denied the gift of

the Spirit and failed to heed the in-

spirations from the Lord and the

promptings of the Holy Ghost that

they strayed from the gospel of Jesus

Christ and began to contend one with
another and to protest one against the

other.

The very concern, the recognition

of the need to be put together again,

the very feeling that something is out
of order that wants to be put in order,

indeed, the very reason for which the

ecumenical councils are being called

are evidence that the division in the

first place was wrong and even apos-

tate in its dimensions.

There is indeed a need for unity.

But we would be mistaken to assume
that each of the multiplicity of Chris-

tian churches is part of the so-called

"body of Christ" (one Church repre-

senting the arm, another the leg, an-

Third Day

other the head, etc.), and that putting
them all together would make the full

"body of Christ."

They are not component parts, but
are imperfect and distorted copies of
the whole. To pretend that bringing
them together will constitute bringing
into one whole all that is essential for

the salvation of mankind would be to

mislead one another.

You have no doubt on many occa-
sions read these words in the gospel

of John:
"If ye love me, keep my command-

ments.
"And I will pray the Father, and he

shall give you another Comforter, that

he may abide with you for ever;

"Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth

him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you.

"I will not leave you comfortless: I

will come to you." (John 14:15-18.)

Men need spiritual comforter

In no age in the history of the world
were men more in need of that

spiritual comforter.

Is it unreasonable to ask you, who
are by disposition such seekers after

truth that you have chosen the min-
istry, to set aside for a moment self-

interest, prejudice, even concern over

the source of your livelihood, and to

openly and honestly and prayerfully

consider that there may be an answer
provided by the Lord that cannot be
arrived at in ecumenical councils?

"For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord.

"For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher

than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts." (Isa. 55:8-9.)

Are you so illiberal that you could

not admit at least as a thought that

God may have chosen not to restruc-

ture, nor repair, nor to renovate, nor

even to re-unite the churches?

Restoration needed

Mankind is not left alone. There is

the answer to the problem of Christian

unity, but it is not a reuniting nor a
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renovation. It is the restoration!

The Lord's way was certified to man
on April 6, 1830, when there was
organized The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. The Father and
the Son had appeared. The heavens
were opened I

Angelic messengers restored by ordi-

nation the priesthood. God once again
spoke through his Prophet. A coun-
cil of twelve apostles was called. And
the organization, with proper author-
ity, was restored as it had been first

established by Jesus Christ.

It is not an easy way we offer. It

is not easy to change, particularly

when we come to see the path we have
walked in a new light.

A naturalist one day knelt in the
Scottish highlands with his magnifying
glass focused upon some blossoms of

the heather until, as he afterwards
confessed, he lost track of time. Sud-
denly he glanced over his shoulder and
found an old highland shepherd
watching. I suppose he was somewhat
embarrassed, but without saying a
word he plucked the heather bell and
handed it with the magnifying glass

to the shepherd. The old man put the
instrument to his eyes and peered at

the heather bell. He was silent for

awhile; then, handing back the flower
and the instrument, he said slowly:

"Ay, man, I wish ye no had shown
me that."

"Why?" asked the naturalist.

"Because these rude feet have trod-

den so many of them." It is not easy
to change.

In this conference you have heard
quotations from the Book of Mormon.
Some have been offended that any-

one would assume that the Bible was
incomplete or that there needed to be
more. They have, indeed, said, "A
Bible! A Bible! We have got a Bible.

What need have we for more Bible?"

(See 2 Ne. 29:3.)

We are, nonetheless, inescapably

faced with the fact that with the Bible

only, well-intentioned men, as worthy
as you today, with centuries of

opportunity to seek their end, have de-

vised such a multiplicity of churches
that even the ecumenical movement
seems hopeless to unite them. And if

the present trend continues, the Bible

itself will be repudiated by the
churches.

"Missing something"

Our brethren, as you look for that
"missing something," consider these
words spoken by a Book of Mormon
prophet:

"And Christ hath said: If ye will

have faith in me ye shall have power
to do whatsoever thing is expedient
in me.
"And he hath said: Repent all ye

ends of the earth, and come unto me,
and be baptized in my name, and have
faith in me, that ye may be saved.

"And now, my beloved brethren, if

this be the case that these things are

true which I have spoken unto you, and
God will show unto you, with power
and great glory at the last day, that

they are true, and if they are true has
the day of miracles ceased?

"Or have angels ceased to appear
unto the children of men? Or has he
withheld the power of the Holy Ghost
from them? Or will he, so long as

time shall last, or the earth shall stand,

or there shall be one man upon the

face thereof to be saved?

"Behold I say unto you, Nay; for it

is by faith that miracles are wrought;
and it is by faith that angels appear
and minister unto men; wherefore, if

these things have ceased wo be unto
the children of men, for it is because of

unbelief, and all is vain.

"For no man can be saved, accord-

ing to the words of Christ, save they

shall have faith in his name; where-
fore, if these things have ceased, then
has faith ceased also; and awful is

the state of man, for they are as though
there had been no redemption made.
"But behold, my beloved brethren,

I judge better things of you, for I

judge that ye have faith in Christ

because of your meekness; for if ye

have not faith in him then ye are not

fit to be numbered among the people

of his church." (Mora. 7:33-39.)

"What today's world must have,"

said President J. Reuben Clark, "if

humanity is to go on climbing up-
wards, is men—those wearing the

cloth as well as the laity—who know
that God lives and that Jesus is the

Christ; men who, having this knowl-
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edge, have also the intellectual honesty
not only to admit but to proclaim it;

who have further the moral courage
and the sterling character to live the
righteous lives this knowledge de-
mands. This knowledge must be a
living, burning knowledge of God and
Christ."

Today's dilemma foreseen

Our brethren, we bear testimony that
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints is the Lord's Church upon
the earth, by his own declaration the
only true and living church upon the
face of the whole earth with which he,

the Lord, is well pleased.

One hundred thirty-seven years ago,
in anticipation of the dilemma that
man would face, the problem of Chris-
tian unity was answered with the
organization, the restoration of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, presided over by
a prophet of God, having the apostolic
power and authority and all the
organization as it had existed in the
primitive Church.

I bear you my witness that I know
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is true,

that it is the power of God unto sal-

vation, and that all men who will
may come and receive by baptism the
saving ordinances of the Church and
know of a certainty in their own heart
of the truth of the message of this

gospel. In the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the As-
sistants to the Twelve has just spoken
to us.

We should like to express our deep
appreciation to the following who have
furnished the singing for this Con-
ference:

The Tabernacle Choir; the men of

the Tabernacle Choir who furnished
the music for the Saturday evening
Priesthood Meeting.

The Brigham Young University
Combined Choruses.

The LDS Student Association Choir
from the University of Utah.
We also express our thanks and

deep appreciation to the conductors

Third Day

and organists of these different choirs.

President McKay wishes me to ex-

press his deep appreciation to all who
have in any way contributed to the

success and inspiration of this great

Conference.

He is especially grateful to his be-

loved associates, the General Authori-
ties, who have delivered such timely
and inspirational messages.

We appreciate the careful and effi-

cient attention given by local and na-

tional press representatives, and by
representatives of radio and television

in reporting the sessions of this Con-
ference.

We deeply appreciate the coopera-

tion of city officials, the city traffic

officers' handling carefully and ably

the increased traffic and problems con-

nected therewith; the fire department
and Red Cross, who have been on hand
to render assistance and service when-
ever and wherever needed.

We thank the Tabernacle ushers for

their courtesy and consideration in

seating the great audiences of these

Conference sessions.

As heretofore mentioned, we are

most grateful to the owners and man-
agers of the many radio and television

stations throughout the nation and in

other countries, who have carried the

sessions of this Conference from coast

to coast in the United States, to Hawaii,
Alaska, Mexico, Guatemala and Can-
ada; and by short-wave to listeners in

many countries of the world.

We thank the translators for their

untiring efforts in translating the mes-
sages of Conference to the peoples of

the world.

Through the extensive radio and
television coverage, millions have been
able to participate in this Annual Con-
ference.

We express again our gratitude and
thanks to those who provided these

beautiful flowers arranged on the

rostrum.

Tonight, the Deseret Sunday School

Union Conference will convene in this

building at 7 o'clock. All Sunday
School workers will wish to be in at-

tendance. The public is cordially

invited.

It is understood that ward sacrament


