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possible such an extensive coverage of

the proceedings of this conference.

To all, then, here in this historic

building and the vast radio and tele-

vision audience we extend a very cor-

dial and hearty welcome. We should
like to express our appreciation for

these lovely flowers which decorate the

rostrum. They were arranged by the

Church gardeners. The anthuriums
were sent to us from Hawaii, from the
Honolulu Stake.

We are very pleased to announce and
to welcome this morning the Relief

Society Singing Mothers from stakes in

Alberta, Canada. They will fusnish

music for the sessions of the conference

today. It will be of interest to you
to know that a video-tape recording of

the singing Mothers performance in

these sessions of the conference will

be made for distribution to Canadian
television stations for later release,

thus giving the Canadian people the

opportunity to experience the joy of

the beautiful singing of these lovely

mothers. We certainly extend to them
a warm welcome and a word of appre-

ciation for the effort they have made.
Sister Florence Jepperson Madsen, a

member of the Relief Society General
Board, will conduct these Singing

Mothers, with Robert Cundick at the

organ. We shall begin this session by

First Das/

the chorus rendering "Gloria," follow-

ing which the invocation will be of-

fered by Elder Harold M. Wright,
president of the Hillside Stake.

As the opening musical number the

Singing Mothers sang an anthem,
"Gloria."

Elder Harold M. Wright, President

of the Hillside Stake, offered the in-

vocation.

President Hugh B. Brown

The Relief Society Singing Mothers
will now favor us with the Canadian
national anthem, "O, Canada."

The Singing Mothers sang the an-

them, "Canada."

1 am sure if applause were in order

there would be a resounding applause
at the closing of that wonderful na-
tional anthem.

President McKay has prepared an
address for this conference, but on the

advice of his physician has decided to

ask his son, Robert R. McKay, to read

for him this address.

President David 0. iVIcKay

(Read by his son Robert R. McKay)

My dear brethren and sisters and
friends of the radio and television audi-

ence: With a deep sense of the respon-

sibility that rests upon me in giving to

the membership of the Church a mes-
sage at a general conference, I earnestly

pray for your sympathy, your under-
standing, and your spiritual support.

I pray that the blessings of the Lord
will be with us that we shall have a
spiritual response to the truths of the
gospel as never before, not only during
this opening session, but throughout all

the meetings of this 137th semi-aimual
conference. I extend to each of you a
hearty welcome, and want you to know
that I am grateful for your presence

here in this historic tabernacle, the

one-hundredth anniversary of which
we are celebrating this month.

I acknowledge with deep gratitude

the loyalty and faith of the members
of the Church, and again express heart-

felt appreciation for your prayers in my
behalf, which have sustained and up-
held me. It is truly a joy and a rich

blessing to be associated with you in

the work of the Lord, and I am grateful

for the success and growth of the
Church during the past six months.
You no doubt will be interested in

knowing that for the first time sessions

of this conference are being televised in

color over more than 200 stations in
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the United States and Canada, and
will reach a potential of 40 million
homes.

"That they may all be one"

"I have given them thy word; and
the world hath hated them, because
they are not of the world, even as I am
not of the world.

"I pray not that thou shouldest take

them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil.

"They are not of the world, even as I

am not of the world.
"Sanctify them through thy truth:

thy word is truth.

"As thou hast sent me into the
world, even so have I also sent them
into the world.

"And for their sakes I sanctify my-
self, that they also might be sanctified

through the truth.

"Neither pray I for these alone, but
tor them also which shall believe on
me through their word;

"That Qiey all may be one; as thou.

Father, art in me, and I in tiiee, that
they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent

me.
"And the glory which thou gavest me

I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one." (John
17:14-22.)

This text is taken from one of the

most glorious prayers—^I suppose the
greatest prayer—ever uttered in this

world, not excepting the Lord's Prayer.

This was Christ's prayer uttered just

before he entered the Garden of Geth-
semane on the night of his betrayal.

It must have been impressive for John
to remember so much of it and to write

it word for word, as he has here.

The occasion itself would be impres-
sive to John, and undoubtedly as they
knelt there in that upper room before

they went through that beautiful gate

into Gethsemane, the garden of olives

at the base of the Mount of Olives, he
noted particularly the plea of the
Savior. I know of no more important
chapter in the Bible. The parts I have
quoted contain two important mes-
sages to you and to me. One of these

messages is found in the words, "Make
them one as thou. Father, and I are

one.

The principle of unity

It is the principle of unity that has
enabled the wards, stakes, branches,

and missions of the Church to progress

and to accomplish the purposes for

which the Church was established. It

could not have been done by dissension

and hatred. There have been difficul-

ties. Each member of the Church has
his own ideas. Sometimes they are

not the same as those of the bishopric,

and not the same as those of the presi-

dency of the stake, and not the same as

the Presidency of the Church; but each

has had to submerge his own ideas to

the good of the whole, and in that

united purpose we have achieved some-

thing that is wonderful.

To the future of the Church

As I think of the future of this

Church and of the welfare of the young
men and women, as well as of the

mothers and fathers, I feel impressed

that there is no more important mes-

sage to give than "to be one," and
avoid things that may cause a rift

among members. I know that the

adversary has no stronger weapon
against any group of men or women
in this Church than the weapon of

thrusting in a wedge of disunity, doubt,

and enmity.

The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of

the cloud toat hangs over the Church
when we are not united. He said:

"ITie cloud that has been hanging over

us has biu3t with blessings on our

heads, and Satan has been foiled in his

attempts to destroy me and the

Churdi, by causing jealousies to arise

in the hearts of some of the brethren;

and I thank my heavenly Father for

the union and harmony which now
prevail in the Church." (Documentary
History of the Church, Vol. 2, p. 355.

Italics added.)

The experiences of the chosen chil-

dren of the Lord upon other occasions

signal to us the causes of temporary
failure coming out of disunity, and an
unwillingness to abide the will of God.
Unto the Jews of ancient Jerusalem, the

Lord said:

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that

killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often
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would I have gathered thy children

together, even as a hen gathereth her

chickens under her wings, and ye

would not!

"Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate." (Matt. 23:37-38.)

And in our own dispensation, to the

saints who again by division and dis-

unity did not see the redemption of

Zion, he said:

"Behold, I say unto you, were it not

for the transgressions of my people,

speaking concerning the church and
not individuals, they might have been
redeemed even now." (D&C 105:2.)

The challenge is before us; we can-
not fail in the divine commitments
given to us as a people. Unity of

purpose, with all working in harmony
within the structure of Church or-

ganization as revealed by the Lord, is

to be our objective. Let each member,
teacher, and leader feel the importance
of the position that each one holds.

All are important to the successful

accomplishment of God's work, which
is our work.

Unity in the Faith

Unto the Ephesian saints the Apostle
Paul gave this wise counsel:

"There is one body, and one Spirit,

even as ye are called in one hope of

your calling;

"One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
"One God and Father of all, who is

above all, and through all, and in you
all.

"And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists;

and some, pastors and teachers;

"For the perfecting of the saints, for

the work of the ministry, for the edify-

ing of the body of Christ:

"Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness

of Christ." (Eph. 4:4-6, 11-13.)

Unity of purpose, with all working
in harmony, is needed to accomplish
God's work. In a revelation given to

the Prophet Joseph Smith about one
year after the Church was organized,

the Lord in a broad sense makes
known why his great work, to be ac-

complished, has been restored for the
benefit of mankind and to prepare the

First Day

way for his second coming. Said he:

"And even so I have sent mine ever-

lasting covenant into the world, to be

a light to the world, and to be a

standard for my people, and for the

Gentiles to seek to it, and to be a

messenger before my face to prepare

the way before me." (D&C 45:9.)

Herein we learn of the great obliga-

tions placed upon this people to assist

the Lord in bringing these things to

pass among men. It requires unity

and dedication to its purposes. Con-
cerning this need, the Lord has given

this warning:
".

. . Every kingdom divided against

itself is brought to desolation; and
every city or house divided against it-

self shall not stand." (Matt. 12:25.)

The greatest safeguard

The greatest safeguard we have for

unity and strength in the Church is

found in the priesthood, by honoring
and respecting it. Oh, my brethren

—

presidents of stakes, bishops of wards,
and all who hold the priesthood—Giod

bless you in your leadership, in your
responsibility to guide, to bless, to com-
fort the people whom you have been
appointed to preside over and to visit.

Guide them to go to the Lord and
seek inspiration so to live that they
may rise above the low and the mean,
and live in the spiritual realm.

Recognize those who preside over you
and, when necessary, seek their advice.

The Savior himself recognized this au-

thority on earth. You will remember
the experience that Paul had just as

he neared Damascus with papers in his

pocket to arrest all who believed in

Jesus Christ. A light suddenly shone
about him, and he heard a voice say-

ing, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?"
And Saul said: "Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do? And the Lord
said unto him. Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do." (Acts 9:4, 6.)

He could have told Saul in a few
words what he should do, but there

was a branch of the Church in Damas-
cus, presided over by a humble man
named Ananias, and Jesus recognized
that authority. He knew Saul's na-

ture. He knew that in the future it
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would be difficult for Saul to recognize

the authority of the Church, as in-

stances later proved. Saul had to

receive from the very man whom he
was going to arrest instructions regard-

ing the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Recognize local authority

Here is a lesson for all of us in this

Church. Let us, too, recognize the

local authority. The bishop may be a

humble man. Some of you may think

you are superior to him, and you may
be, but he is given authority direct

from our Father in heaven. Recog-
nize it. Seek his advice and the advice

of your stake president. If they cannot
answer your difficulties or your prob-

lems, they will write to the General
Authorities and get the advice needed.

Recognition of authority is an impor-
tant principle.

Unity and its synonyms

Unity and its synonyms—harmony,
goodwill, peace, concord, mutual un-
derstanding—express a condition for

which the human heart constantly

yearns. Its opposites are discord, con-

tention, strife, confusion.

I can imagine few, if any, things

more objectionable in the home than
the absence of unity and harmony. On
the other hand, I know that a home
in which unity, mutual helpfulness,

and love abide is just a bit of heaven
on earth. I surmise that nearly all of

you can testify to the sweetness of life

in a home in which these virtues pre-

dominate. Most gratefully and humbly
I cherish the remembrance that never
once as a lad in the home of my youth
did I ever see one instance of discord

between father and mother, and that

goodwill and mutual understanding has
been the uniting bond that has held
together a fortunate group of brothers

and sisters. Unity, harmony, goodwill
are virtues to be fostered and cherished

in every home.

Beware selfishness and envy

One of the first conditions that will

bring about disunity will be selfish-

ness; another will be envy: "Brother

So-and-so passed me by and said noth-

ing to me about the matter." "The

bishopric chose Sister So-and-so to be
organist, and she can't play half as

well as I." "I'm not going to priesthood
meeting any more because the bishop-
ric appointed a certain man to act as

adviser of the priests." "The Sunday
School chose So-and-so as a teacher."

"The superintendent released me, and I

feel hurt." "The presidency of the
stake has never recognized me, and I

feel offended." "The General Authori-
ties do not always see eye to eye." Oh!
a hundred and one little things like

that may come up—little things, in-
significant in themselves when we com-
pare them with the greater and more
real things of life. And yet, I know
from experience that the adversary can
so magnify them that they become
mountains in our lives, and we are
offended, and our spirituality starves

because we entertain those feelings.

Beware Fault-finding

There is another element—fault-
finding—associated with that spirit of
envy. We find fault with a neighbor.
We speak ill of each other. When
that feeling comes, it is a good thing
just to sing that simple little Mormon
hymn, "Nay, Speak No 111."

"Nay, speak no ill; a kindly word
Can never leave a sting behind;
And, oh, to breathe each tale we've

heard
Is far beneath a noble mind.
Full oft a better seed is sown
By choosing thus the kinder plan.
For, if but little good is known,
Still let us speak the best we can.

"Then speak no ill, but lenient be
To other's failings as your own.
If you're the first a fault to see,

Be not the first to make it known.
For life is but a passing day;

No lip may tell how brief its span;

Then, O the little time we stay,

Let's speak of all the best we can."

(Hymm, 116.)

The parable of the rose, the

hawthorn twig and the lily

"Let us speak of all the best we can."

Would not that be a glorious lesson in

the world today in the midst of the
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false propaganda that is going out

from one nation to another—reviling,

defiling, defaming? Is it not terrible

when you think of it in the light of

the gospel?

And that reminds me of a beauti-

ful story that I read many years ago.

It happened before the English guns

opened the doors to the Japanese na-

tion. During those days they wor-

shiped their ancestors as they do now,

but they worshiped beautiful spots in

nature, too; and even today, if you

follow a walk up one of those hills,

you will be sure that it will lead you

to a magnificent view where you may
contemplate the beauties of nature.

The story says that an old philos-

opher used to meet the people and

teach them the lessons of virtue and

uprightness that he drew from the

flowers and shrubs that grew so

luxuriantly in that land. One morning,

following his lecture, the old philoso-

pher was accosted by a workman who
said, "Tonight, when you come back

from your walk, will you please bring

me a rose that I may study its stamens,

its petals, and see the lesson that you

gave us last night?"

The old philosopher said, "I will

give you the rose tonight."

And a second accosted him and said,

"Will you bring me a hawthorn twig

that I may continue my study of that?"

And he replied, "I will bring you a

hawthorn twig."

And a third said, "Will you please

bring me a lily tonight that I may
study the lesson of purity?"

"I will bring you a lily."

After working hours the three were

at the gate to meet the philosopher.

To the first he gave the rose, to the

second the hawthorn twig, and to the

third the lily, as he had promised.

Suddenly the man with the rose

said, "Oh, here's a thorn on the stem

of my rose!"

And the second said, "And here's a

dead leaf clinging to my hawthorn

twig."

And the third, encouraged by the

remarks of his companions, said, "And
here's dirt clinging to the root of my
lily."

"Let me see," said the old philos-

opher, and he took the rose from the

First Day

first, the hawthorn twig from the sec-

ond, and the lily from the third. From
the rose he broke the thorn and gave
it to the first. He plucked the dead
leaf from the hawthorn twig and
handed it to the second. He took the

dirt from the roots of the lily and
placed it in the hands of the third.

Holding the rose, the hawthorn twig,

and the lily, he said, "Well, each of

you has what attracted him first. I

left the thorn on the rose purposely,

the dead leaf on the hawthorn twig,

and the dirt on the lily. Each of these

attracted you first. You may keep
them now, and I will keep the rose, the
twig, and the lily for the beauty I

see in them."
Not a few of us have a thorn in the

flesh as did Paul. Perhaps to some
of us a dead leaf of some past act is

clinging. It may be that there is a

little dirt in our character, but each
one has also a rose in his life, a haw-
thorn twig, or a lily. And it is a
glorious lesson for us to learn: to see

the rose and be blind to the thorn;
to see the hawthorn twig and be blind
to the dead leaf; to see the lily and not
the dirt in our fellow's character.

Goodwill among men

I do not know of anything that will
contribute more to unity in a ward, in

a stake, and in the Church than for

members to see the good in man, and
to speak well of each other.

On the world horizon calamities con-
tinue to menace the people—the
tragedy of war with the suffering of
the innocent, the broken harmony of
the homes in the death of a valiant
son or husband. The seeds of discord
and confusion among the masses
caused by riots and violence of all sorts

make important the need for complete
unity within our own ranks, as we see
these worldwide disturbances tear
apart the home, and undermine our
very civilization.

Be alert against discord

As we concern ourselves with unity
in the Church, we must not be in-
sensible to the evil forces around us,

both here in America and in the world
at large—the influences, the avowed
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object of which is to sow discord and
contention among men with the view
of undermining, weakening, if not en-
tirely destroying constitutional forms
of government. If I speak plainly and,
in condemnation, refer to reprehen-
sible practices and aims of certain

organizations, please do not think that

I harbor ill will or enmity in my heart
toward other United States citizens or
the citizens of any country whose
views on political policies do not co-

incide with mine. But when acts and
schemes are manifestly contrary to

the revealed word of the Lord, we feel

justified in warning people against

them. We may be charitable and for-

bearing to the sinner, but we must
condemn the sin.

Evils and designs of evil forces

Timely references and appropriate

warnings have been given from time
to time on the danger and evils of

war. There is another danger even
more menacing than the threat of in-

vasion of a foreign foe of any peace-
loving nation. It is the unpatriotic

activities and underhanded scheming
of disloyal groups and organizations
within any nation, bringing disintegra-

tion, that are often more dangerous and
more fatal than outward opposition.

For example, an individual can
usually protect himself from thunder
showers, and even from tempests, from
freezing weather or intense heat, from
drought, or floods, or other extremes
in nature; but he is often helpless

when poisonous germs enter his Ijody

or a malignant growth begins to sap
the strength of some vital organ.

Treachery of "the enemy within"

The Church is little, if at all, in-

jured by persecution and calumnies
from ignorant, misinformed, or mali-

cious enemies. A greater hindrance to

its progress comes from faultfinders,

shirkers, commandment-breakers, and
apostate cliques within its own ecclesi-

astical and quorum groups.

So it is with any government. It is

the enemy from within that is most
menacing, especially when it threatens

to disintegrate established forms of

good government.

Today, there are in this country
enemies in the form of "isms." I call

them anti-Americanisms, and what is

true in America is true in other coun-
tries. Only a few of the leaders fight

openly; most of the army carry on as

termites, secretly sowing discord and
undermining stable government. Of
the truth of this statement, investiga-

tions made by a committee of the
United States Senate and the FBI bear
ample evidence. Of the menace of

one of these. Dr. William F. Russell,

dean of Teachers College, Columbia
University, and one of the many au-
thorities whom we might quote as to

the pernicious activity of these groups,

said nearly 30 years ago in an address

that has since proved to be prophetic:

The plan of the enemy

"Communist leaders have steadily

insisted that Communism cannot live

in just one country. Just as we fought
to make 'the world safe for democracy,'
so they are fighting to make the world
safe for Communism. They are fight-

ing this fight today. Every country
must become Commimistic, according
to their idea. So they have sent out
missionaries. They have supplied them
well with funds. They have won con-
verts. These converts have been or-

ganized into little groups called 'cells,'

each acting as a unit under the orders
of a superior. It is almost a military
organization. They attack where there
is unemployment. They stir up dis-

content among those oppressed. They
publish and distribute many papers
and pamphlets."

Continuing, Dr. Russell states:

"These are scurrilous sheets. In one
issue I noted twenty-nine errors of fact.

After a recent address of mine they
passed out a dodger attacking me, with
a deliberate error of fact in each para-
graph. . . . The idea is to try to entice
into their web those generous and
public-spirited teachers, preachers, so-

cial workers, and reformers who know
distress, and want to do something
about it. These Communists know
what they are doing. They follow
their orders. Particularly they would
like to dominate our newspapers, our
colleges, and our schools. The cam-
paign is much alike all over the world.
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I have seen the same articles, almost

the same pamphlets, in France and
England as in the United States."

("How to Tell a Communist and How
to Beat Him," an address given in

1939.)

The treachery of Civic disobedience

One of our U. S. senators just re-

cently called attention to conditions

existing in our country today. He
said: "America has been afflicted over

the past three or four years by an

epidemic of acts of so-called civil dis-

obedience. Municipal ordinances and
state statutes have been wilfully and
intentionally disobeyed by individuals

and groups. Private property has been

subject to deliberate trespass.

"Mobs have taken to the streets,

interfering with commerce, creating

public disorder, and breaching the

peace. Civil disobedience has at times

been advocated from some of the pul-

pits throughout the land and encour-

aged, upon occasion, by ill-advised

statements of public officials. Mobs
have frequently been so large that the

police were helpless to make arrests.

"These acts of so-called disobedience

have been proclaimed by important

political personages to be in the finest

American tradition. It was said to be

good Christian doctrine to disregard

man-made laws which conflicted with

one's own conscience, and, of course, by
implication, those who enforced man-
made laws were likewise to be dis-

regarded. This [is indeed] a strange

and false doctrine. . . .

"Few people have dared to voice an

objection for fear of being labeled

'bigot,' and representatives of law and

order have become pictured as villains

while lawless marchers and sit-downers

have become the figures for com-
passion."

The menace of dishonoring

discipline

The senator then continues, "Finally,

perhaps the most responsible and

damaging factor underlying the riots,

growing crime rate, and disrespect for

law and order, is that of a lessened

discipline, which is evident today

among an increasing number of young

First Day

people in our society. The American
home is not what it once was and this

is reflected in a parental discipline

which is not what it used to be.

"All too many children are not

taught to respect their elders. The
general atmosphere of permissiveness

permeates too many homes, too many
schools and too many churches in

America. A few, but highly articulate

and vocal, churchmen advocate the

decease of divinity.

"These are all symptoms of a sick

society, a sickness which, if left to

run its course unchanged, will destroy

law and order and a progressive society

of free men.
"In such an atmosphere of per-

missiveness, civil disobedience and
disrespect for civil law, the seeds of

crime have taken deeper root and the

nation is now reaping the harvest."

(Senator Robert C. Byrd of West Vir-

ginia, Deseret News, August 7, 1967.)

Thus, we are witnessing the attempts

that are being made at this very time

by insidious forces to induce conten-
tion and confusion in organized so-

cieties of mankind.

"Keep them from evil"

And now, brethren and sisters, I

echo the prayer of the Savior: "Make
them one. Father, as thou and I are

one. In the world, but not of the

world. I pray not that thou shouldest

take them out of the world, but that

thou shouldest keep them from the
evil." (See John 17:15 S.)

God help us that we may continue
to serve humanity; that we may feel

in our hearts that we are privileged to

serve God's children; that we shall be
united as his people, and that we shall

be united as a country.

"Walk uprightly before the Lord"

May every father magnify the
priesthood of God in his own home
and, with his beloved wife and com-
panion, teach his children the ways of

the Lord as revealed to us.

Priesthood bearers are to watch over
the Church always, for the Lord has
given this instruction, that our families

may walk uprightly before our Father
in heaven: "The teacher's duty is to
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watch over the church always, and be
with and strengthen them;
"And see that there is no iniquity in

the church, neither hardness with each
other, neither lying, backbiting, nor
evil speaking;

"And see that the church meet to-

gether often, and also see that all the
members do their duty." (D&C 20:53-

55.)

I bear testimony that we are engaged
in God's work, in the saving of souls.

May we find the strength, by unity

within the Church, to go forward in

the accomplishment of his purposes.

This I humbly pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Hugh B. Brown

I am sure that masterful and inspir-

ing address has touched every heart,

and we unite in a solemn "amen."
Elder Howard W. Hunter of the

Council of the Twelve will now speak
to us, please.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

How many times have you heard
the statement made or the opinion ex-

pressed that it is not necessary to have
membership in a church, or to partici-

pate in a religious organization, in

order to be a good Christian or live a
good Christian life? For a few mo-
ments I would like to examine with
you the validity of such a statement
as it relates to the scriptures and to

sound reasoning, which can be sup-

ported in fact.

"Not every one . . . shall enter"

In order to commence a search of

this subject, it would seem basic that

we turn to the author of Christianity.

When speaking to the multitudes, the
Master said: "Not every one that saith

unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into

the kingdom of heaven; but he that

doeth the will of my Father which is

in heaven." (Matt. 7:21.)

As I listen to these words, it seems
to me that the Lord is saying, "Just

because a person may acknowledge my
authority or have a belief in my divine

nature, or merely express faith in my
teachings or the atoning sacrifice I

made, does not mean he shall enter

into the kingdom of heaven or attain

a higher degree of exaltation." By im-
plication he is saying, "Belief alone

is not sufficient." Then he expressly

adds, ". . . but he that doeth the will

of my Father," that is, he that works
and prunes the vineyard that it may
bring forth good fruit.

"Walking in obedience"

In the revelation that deals mainly
with the proper mode of living, given
by the Lord as a word of wisdom to us,

there are some things mentioned that
are good for man as well as things that
are not good for him, and then the
Lord adds this: "And all saints who
remember to keep and do these sayings,
walking in obedience to the command-
ments, shall receive health in their

navel and marrow to their bones;
"And shall find wisdom and great

treasures of knowledge, even hidden
treasures;

"And shall run and not be weary,
and shall walk and not faint.

"And I, the Lord, give unto them a
promise, that the destroying angel shall

pass by them, as the children of Israel,

and not slay them." (D&C 89:18-21.)

"Keep and do these sayings" seem to

be the key words. Again we must be
doers of the word and not just believers

in order to obtain the blessing.

"Be ye doers of the word . .
."

In his letter addressed to the twelve

tribes scattered abroad, James ad-

monishes them in this way: ".
. . be

ye doers of the word, and not hearers

Jewish people in their synagogues. In

these services there was the reading of

the scriptiires of the Old Testament.
The writings of the books now

known as the New Testament had not
yet been compiled, but undoubtedly


