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dead, and become the firstfruits of

them that slept." (1 Cor. 15:13-14,

19-20.)

A fulness of joy

Yes, he rose again; and as he broke

the bands of death, he made it possible

for all to be resurrected and, if

obedient, to have eternal life. He made
it possible for us to have an immortal

body by which we could receive a

"fulness of joy."

The Lord revealed to the Prophet
Joseph Smith that only as the body
and spirit are inseparably connected

could we receive a "fulness of joy." He
said:

"For man is spirit. The elements

are eternal, and spirit and element, in-

separably connected, receive a fulness

of joy;

"And when separated, man cannot

receive a fulness of joy.

"The elements are the tabernacle of

God; yea, man is the tabernacle of

God, even temples; and whatsoever

temple is defiled, God shall destroy

that temple." (D&C 93:33-35.)

This inseparable union can only

come about through birth into mor-
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tality; death of the body, which is

separation of body and spirit; and the
resurrection, which is the reunion of

body and spirit. In the resurrected,

glorified, immortalized body we can
go on into eternal life with God.
The atonement of the Savior—his

death and resurrection—^made possible

the fulfillment of the purpose of God
in the creation of man. Through
Moses he declared that purpose: "For
behold, this is my work and my glory

—to bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life of man." (Moses 1:39.)

I leave you my witness that this is

the work of the Lord, that Jesus lives,

that he came to earth and by his

atoning sacrifice all shall live again,

that he atoned for our individual sins

on condition of our repentance. By
virtue of our faithfulness we too can
have eternal life. In the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We have just listened to Elder James
A. CuUimore, Assistant to the Twelve.

We shall now hear from Elder Alma
Sonne, also an Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Alma Sonne

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brethren and sisters, the gospel

of Jesus Christ has been restored in

its fullness. It has no substitute. It

is God's plan to save humanity and
to bring his children back to him. In

modem times it began to function on

the 6th day of April 1830, when the

Church was organized. Christ's Church
will grow and flourish in the future

as it has in the past; I quote from

modem revelation: ". . . the glory of

the Lord shall be upon her;

".
. . and there shall come unto her

out of every nation under heaven."

(D&C 64:41-42.)

These prophetic words, given on
September 11, 1831, are being ful-

filled. The Church has reached a

juncture where it has an opportunity

to be heard. Many barriers and much
prejudice have been removed, and

prominent men in the world are mak-
ing their own investigations.

Formula for peace

The gospel message is before the
world. It is being studied and investi-

gated by thinkers and scholars. Books
and magazines dealing with the re-

vealed word are being read. Eventually,

wise men will come to know that the

only formula for peace is contained

in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Hatred, malice, and vindictiveness

must give way to the love advocated
and exemplified by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Tliere is no other effective

way, for in his gospel is the power to

save.

Plan for man's redemption

Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles,
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realized that the gospel is the cove-

nant which the Lord has made with
men for their salvation and exalta-

tion. It embraces all the rights, power,
and authority to save and exalt the

human family. It is definite in all

of its commitments. It must not be
perverted or modified to suit the con-
venience, or to satisfy the whims and
the sophistries of false teachers and
others who seek to evade its respon-

sibilities.

I quote Paul's words to the Gala-
tians: "But though we, or an angel

from heaven, preach any other gospel

unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be ac-

cursed." (Gal. 1:8.)

Jesus was similarly positive when
he said: ".

. . strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it."

(Matt. 7:14.) He also cautioned his

followers to "beware of false prophets,"

who would come to them in sheep's

clothing. (Matt. 7:15.)

There was to be no deviation from
the outlined plan for the redemption
of mankind. It is definite and specific

in all of its requirements. Obedience
is the price of salvation.

Mission of the Church

The mission of the Church is to

establish God's kingdom upon the

earth, to safeguard it from error and
falsehood, and to promote righteous

living among its membership. To
carry forward its program, organiza-

tions have been perfected, missionary

work instituted, and foundations se-

curely laid.

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints proclaims a restora-

tion of the gospel with all the gifts,

keys, powers, and authority. It func-

tions as it did anciently, with
"apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers,

evangelists, etc." (Article of Faith 6.)

"Ye must be bom again," said Jesus

to Nicodemus, who had confessed his

faith and manifested his desire to in-

vestigate the teachings of the Master.

(See John 3:7.) In his interview with

the Jewish ruler, Jesus referred to the

Church as the kingdom of God, an

organization through which the work
of regeneration should be accom-
plished.

Nicodemus was impressed but not
converted, even though the first prin-
ciples of the gospel were explained to
him by the Master Teacher. "Many
are called but few are chosen." (See
D&C 121:34.)

The gospel plan

The restored gospel is identical in
all respects to the gospel taught by
the Savior and his apostles. The re-
quirements, the principles, and the
ordinances are the same. There is no
deviation in the fundamental teach-
ings, no departure from the high
standards demanded, and no modifica-
tions in the authorized procedures.
The law of health, for instance,

known as the Word of Wisdom, is a
part of the gospel plan. Its observance
makes for physical fitness, mental pro-
ficiency, moral soundness, and spiritual
development.
The law of tithing is the Lord's

method of providing the necessary
revenues for the operation of the
Church in its far-reaching ramifica-
tions. It too is a part of the restored
gospel.

Mission of the Holy Ghost

When the Prophet Joseph Smith
was asked to point out a distinctive
feature of the Church, he replied:

"We have the Holy Ghost."
The Holy Ghost, the third person-

age in the Godhead, is the spirit of
revelation upon which the true Church
is founded. He is the Comforter and
the "abiding witness" referred to by
the Lord Jesus, and he is conferred by
the laying on of hands.
He testifies to the repentant, bap-

tized believers that Jesus is the Christ
and clothes them with conviction that
the_ restored gospel is true and divine
Ihis conviction is a sacred and per-
sonal testimony that is the strength
of the Church and accounts for its
wonderful achievements and the stead-
fastness and loyalty of its members

It is the mission of the Holy Ghost
to inspire the Latter-day Saints in
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their efforts to build God's kingdom,
to enhance and strengthen the mis-

sionary system at home and abroad,

and to enlighten the minds of those

who are searching for the truth.

Man, a child of God

The restored gospel declares that

man is a child of God, and that he
lived before his advent upon the earth.

A human being is therefore more than

a physical creation; he is also a

spiritual being endowed with the

attributes of his Heavenly Father. He
moves toward perfection as he honors

and obey? divine commandments,
which is the only way to perfection.

Life is full of purpose. Man's
career on earth is an opportunity for

growth and development, an oppor-

tunity for him to acquire knowledge,

power, and experience, and to prepare

him for eternal life in God's kingdom.

No substitute for God's plan

Teaching the principles of truth is

an obligation resting upon the Church.

There is no substitute tor the plan of

life taught by the Savior. This plan

did not originate with man. It came
from God through holy men, called

prophets. They were foreordained to

do their work. Their object was
to bring sinners to repentance and to

provide safeguards against the de-

structive influences rampant in their

day.

Jesus and his apostles assailed the

corruption and hypocrisy existing

among the scribes and Pharisees, and

rebuked sin in high places. His de-

nunciation of the religious hypocrites

has no parallel in the world's literature.
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A modem prophet

God has spoken to the modem world
through Joseph Smith, a farmer's son.

Through him a new dispensation of

revealed knowledge has been ushered
in. Prophecies concerning the latter

days are being fulfilled, and man's
responsibility to God is clearly out-

lined.

The mission of this modem prophet

was to set in order the things which
pertain to God's kingdom. He was a

himible man and came from the com-
mon ranks. He had no worldly

background, no scholarly attainments,

and no social standing to justify his

selection. His mind was free from the

traditions, superstitions, and fallacies

of the past.

He had little to unlearn, few preju-

dices to overcome, and no man-made
theories to lay aside. He was pliable

in the hands of God and impression-

able to the Spirit's promptings.

He was chosen before he was bom,
and came to the earth at the appointed

time. He was foreordained to do his

work. His capabilities had been de-

termined before his earthly advent.

He was the "chosen of God and the

friend of man." (John Taylor, "The
Seer, Joseph the Seer," Hymns, 296.)

I so testify in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We have just listened to Elder Alma
Sonne, Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to

the Church, will now address us. He
will be followed by Bishop John H.
Vandenberg, Presiding Bishop.

Elder Eldred G. Smith

Patriarch to the Church

During this coming week. Christians

throughout the world will be cele-

brating the death, cracifixion, and
resurrection of the Savior, Jesus Christ.

We in this Church at this conference

also gather in remembrance of his

birth.

Might we ask, "Who is he whom
we call Jesus the Christ, our Savior?"

Let's reflect for a moment on this

question, and together call to mind a

few known facts.

Moses called upon God and was
shown in vision "many lands; and


