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by faith, which testimony I bear most

humbly and sincerely in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom we have just listened

Third Da;;

is Elder Harold B. Lee of the Council

of the Twelve.

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen, Assis-

tant to the Twelve, will be our next

speaker. He will be followed by Elder

A. Theodore Tuttle of the First Coun-
cil of Seventy.

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Seventy-five years ago yesterday, the

magnificent Salt Lake Temple, which
stands on this block, was dedicated to

the Lord. An indispensable part of

the Lord's work and purposes is car-

ried on in holy temples.

Why temples

Today, it seems to me, more and
more people are interested in the tem-
ples erected by the Latter-day Saints.

Invariably, interested persons ask this

question: "Why do you people build

these temples?" The answer is, "The
Lord commanded that they be built."

There is ample evidence that when-
ever the higher priesthood has been
upon the earth, and when his people

have proven their allegiance to his

laws and commandments, the Lord has
required them to build temples. These
temples are dedicated to him and are

sacred precincts wherein the Lord may
reveal important knowledge essential

to the full salvation of his children.

In the words of the Lord, temples

are built so "that I may reveal mine
ordinances therein unto my people."

(D&C 124:40.)

Even while the children of Israel

traveled through the wilderness, they

were commanded to build a portable

tabernacle (which served temporarily

as a temple). In it sacred ordi-

nances were administered for the

benefit and blessing of the people.

Ancient temples

While it is true that ancient Israel

did not have the fullness of ordinances

as we have today, their similarity,

nevertheless, is striking. The mag-

nificent structure built by King Solo-

mon about 1000 B.C., and later the

temple known as Jerubabal, and the

temple built during the reign of King

Herod the Great were erected by great

numbers of dedicated people. It is

said that after the heavy labor and

enormous personal sacrifices involved,

the people wept and rejoiced at the

completion of these structures.

Throughout their history, the Ne-

phites were a temple-building people.

The record states:

"And I, Nephi, did build a temple;

and I did construct it after the manner

of the temple of Solomon save it were

not built of so many precious things;

for they were not to be found upon

the land " (2 Ne. 5:16.)

The Kirtland Temple

Following the pattern of biblical

times, the Lord has commanded the

Saints of the latter days to erect tem-

ples to his name. (See D&C 57:3.) The
first to be completed in this dispensa-

tion was dedicated in 1836 at Kirt-

land, Ohio. (See D&C 95 and 97.)

Even though money was scarce,

members were few, and persecution

was unrelenting, in building the Kirt-

land Temple the people had the cour-

age to match their faith! Seldom has a

people shown greater unity and made
greater sacrifices for a common cause

than was shown in completing that

temple.

Edward Tullidge wrote in 1877:

"With very little capital except

brains, bone, and sinue combined with

unwavering trust in God, men and

women and even children worked with
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their might ... all living as ab-
stemiously as possible so every cent
might be appropriated to the grand
object, while their energies were stimu-
lated by the prospect of participating

in the blessing of a house built under
the direction of the Most High and
accepted by Him." (Women of Mor-
monism [1877 Edition], p. 82.)

Evidently the Kirtland Temple was
not designed structurally for such ordi-

nances as baptisms or endowments
for the dead, but rather as an ap-
propriate place in which certain of

those chosen for the work in the
ministry were endowed with essential

blessings, keys, and power from on
high. In it the Savior appeared in

person to the Prophet Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery, and he accepted

it as his house. This glorious vision

was followed by personal visitations of

Moses, Elias, and Elijah, who appeared
in succession, and each one of them
committed the keys of this dispensa-

tion, which he rightfully held, into the
hands of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
saying: "Therefore, the keys of this

dispensation are committed into your
hands; and by this ye may know that

the great and dreadful day of the Lord
is near, even at the doors." (D&C
110:16.)

Can we realize fully the significance

of these personal visitations and of

having the keys of this dispensation

committed into the hands of those

chosen men? But think of it: These
same keys, all of them, are vested in

the prophet of this day—our beloved

President David O. McKayl

The Nauvoo Temple

Less than two years after the tem-
ple was completed, the Saints were
forced to leave Kirtland, and only
three years later the Lord called upon
his people to build in Nauvoo a

temple for "The Most High to dwell
therein," for he said:

".
. . there is not a place found on

earth that he may come to and restore

again that which was lost unto you,

or which he hath taken away, even
the fulness of the priesthood.

"For a baptismal font there is not

upon the earth, that they, my saints,

may be baptized for those who are

dead

—

"For this ordinance belongeth to my
house, and cannot be acceptable to

me, only in the days of your poverty

wherein ye are not able to build a

house unto me.
"And verily I say imto you, let this

house be built unto my name, that I

may reveal mine ordinances therein

unto my people;

"For I deign to reveal unto my
church things which have been kept
hid from them before the foundation

of the world, things that pertain to the

dispensation of the fulness of times."

(D&G 124:27-30, 40-41.)

Temple work increasing

Since the restoration of the gospel,

the Church has erected 15 temples, 13

of which are now in operation days

and evenings, with the volume of work
done in them constantly increasing.

In fact, in endowments and sealings

alone, there were in 1967 nearly one-

half million more ordinances admin-
istered than in the previous year.

As you know, the sites for two new
temples have been selected and the

plans are nearing completion. Inci-

dentally, I have learned that without

any personal contacts being made, the

members of one ward in one of these

new temple areas provided in one

week more than 130 percent of their

share of the suggested financial

contribution.

Priesthood ordinances

administered

The Latter-day Saints do not build

temples merely to be admired for their

architectural and structural beauty;

neither are they built as places for

ordinary worship. Temples are erected

and specially dedicated for the express

purpose of administering the ordi-

nances of the holy priesthood—all for

the edification and endowment of the

faithful sons and daughters of God.
Many people, even some in the

Church, do not realize that these

temple ordinances have come to us

by revelation from the Lord, who said:
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"And I will show unto my servant

Joseph all things pertaining to this

house, and the priesthood thereof, and
the place whereon it shall be built."

(D&C 124:42.)

These ordinances of the priesthood

are administered, and their purpose

taught, in what might be termed
"closed revelation," that is, they are

not revealed to the unprepared world
in the ordinary way. Tliose who enter

the temple "hungering and thirsting,"

as it were, have revealed to them
knowledge and understanding of their

relationship to God, and they learn

what they need to do to gain the

greatest gift of God—eternal life and
exaltation with their loved ones. Thus,

one might in reverence refer to the

temple as the "university of the Lord."

And because God is just, the temple

ordinances are administered not only

for the living but also by proxy for

their deceased relatives.

Promise of eternal growth

All who live or who have lived in

mortality will, through the power of

the Redeemer, be resurrected in due
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time. All will live foreverl All will

receive some degree of salvation, if the

right to it has not been forfeited. But
those who receive the ordinances of

the endowment and are properly sealed

or married and who keep the covenants

they made with the Lord are promised
by him that "these are they who shall

have part in the first resurrection.

"These are they who shall come
forth in the resurrection of the just.

"These are they whose bodies are

celestial, whose glory is that of the

sun, even the glory of Gk)d, the highest

of all. . .
." (D&C 76:64-65, 70.)

Thus, the temple ordinances give

the promise of eternal intellectual

growdi and development, of endless

blessings, and of continued association

with those we love.

I testify that the ordinances admin-
istered in the temple are divinely given,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder A. Theodore Tuttle of the First

Council of Seventy will now address

us.

Elder A. Theodore Tuttle

Of the First Council of the Seventy

My dear brethren and sisters:

An English teacher at Ricks College

returned a composition to a young man
with this comment, "This is poetic

and lovely—largely because of evident

sincerity. Please give it to your dad."

While it has more value for young
people, its message is helpful to par-

ents as well. May I share his thought-

ful reflections with you?

Love Lost

"Thinking back on things I thought

I used to hate,

I at last realize they were the things

I loved:

The days I earned my pay at a hundred
twenty in the shade.

And smelled the diesel of a tractor

through rising waves of heat;

"Saving newborn calves

Wet and freezing from the January
wind of an open country,

Then watching them frisk when finally

they struggled through for good.

"I wish I could go back to change
those things

Which robbed me of a parent's pride.

To love those things I once de-

spised. . . .

I'd love school and church and idle

moments.
. . . But most of all I'd love my dad."

Joy in home experiences

I wanted to share this especially

with the youth of the Church—^you

who are struggling to find yourselves;

you who want to love your dad and
give expression to this yearning but


