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rostrum. The Tacoma Stake made ar-

rangements with the Puyallup Valley
Daffodil Festival for these 3,000 King
Alfred Daffodils, and the calla lilies

were sent to us by the Oakland-
Berkeley Stake High Priests quorum.
Tonight, the Deseret Sunday School

Union conference will convene in this

building at 7 o'clock. All Sunday
School workers will wish to be in at-

tendance. The public is cordially

invited. This meeting will be televised

for the first time over Station KBYU
(Channel 11).

It is understood that ward sacrament
meetings will be held, where practi-

cable, this evening in the various wards.

We do remind you again about
driving in the city and on the high-
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ways. Please obey the traffic rules.

Good manners, patience, and alertness

are necessary if we are to reduce the

number of automobile accidents.

President David O. McKay has
asked his son, David Lawrence McKay,
General Superintendent of the Deseret

Sunday School Union, to read his

closing message, after which the Ta-
bernacle Choir will favor us with "Of
the Father's Love Begotten," and then
"Sing We Now at Parting," conducted
by Richard P. Condie.
The benediction will be offered by

Elder Delmont H. White, formerly

president of the Central Atlantic

States Mission, after which this con-

ference will stand adjourned for six

months.

President David 0. McKay

(Read by his son, David Lawrence McKay)

With all my heart I rejoice with
you, my brethren and sisters, for the

blessings of the Lord during the in-

spirational sessions of the past few
days. His Spirit has been with us in

ridi abundance!
During these closing moments of

this great conference, I pray that the

Lord will guide and direct me in

giving you the thoughts that are in

my heart.

Instructions of conference

I am grateful and thankful for the

admonitions and specific instructions

that have been given by the General
Authorities of the Church. As you
can testify, they have been guided and
inspired by the Holy Spirit in their

messages.

With all my soul, I plead with
members of the Church, and with
people everywhere, to think more about
the gospel; more about the develop-

ing of the spirit within; to devote

more time to the real things in life,

and less time to those things which
will perish.

I am in hearty accord with the ad-

monitions given during this conference

to resist the various temptations in our

midst. If members of the Church

would adopt these suggestions, that

alone would be sufficient to make this

people a "light" upon a hill, a light

that could not be hidden. We refer

to such teachings sometimes as "little

things," but indeed they are the

greatest things in this life. If we were
to pay more attention to such advice,

and devote more study to the modem
revelations as contained in the Doc-
trine and Covenants, we would grow
in appreciation of the magnitude of

the great work that has been estab-

lished in this dispensation.

It is often said that the Church is

the greatest thing in the world, and
it is! The more attention we give to

it—realizing how well adapted it is to

our individual life, to our home life,

and to our social life—the more we
study it from the standpoint of scien-

tific discoveries, from the standpoint

of man's destiny, the more our hearts

are made to rejoice for God's goodness

to us in giving us the privilege of

knowing the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Faith in Christ

What we need today is faith in

the living Christ, which is more than

a mere feeling, but a power that moves
us to action—a failii that will put
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purpose into life and courage into the

heart. We need the gospel of appli-

cation—a gospel that is preached by
noble acts that command the atten-

tion and respect even of enemies. A
mere belief in Jesus as a great teacher,

or even as the greatest man who ever

lived, has proved inadequate in com-
bating the ills of society and the world.

Manifestly, the need of the world

—

and particularly in the light of present

conditions that surround us on every

side—is more than a mere acceptance

of the Man of Galilee as the greatest

of all men. What is really essential

is faith in him as a divine being—as

our Lord and Saviorl It is such faith

as the apostle Peter experienced when
he declared: "Thou art the Christ,

the Son of the living God." (Matt.

16:16.)

Acquire truth and virtue

Members of the Church are admon-
ished to acquire truth by study, by
faith and prayer, and to seek after

everything that is "virtuous, lovely,

or of good report or praiseworthy."

(Article of Faith 13.)

Schools and churches should radiate

the fact that there are in life certain

fundamentals that never change,

which are essential to the happiness of

every human soul. Parents and offi-

cers in the Church must teach more
earnestly and diligently the principles

of life and salvation to the youth of

Zion and to the world in order to help

youth keep in proper balance through

the formative period of their lives.

Government by priesthood

I remind you men who bear the

Holy Priesthood to study again that

divine revelation, so simply but power-

fully expressed, with regard to gov-

ernment by the priesthood:

"No power or influence can or ought

to be maintained by virtue of the

priesthood, only by persuasion, by
long-suffering, by gentleness and
meekness, and by love unfeigned;

"By kindness, and pure knowledge,

which shall greatly enlarge the soul

without hypocrisy, and without guile

—

"Reproving betimes with sharpness,

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost;
and then showing forth afterwards an
increase of love toward him whom
thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee

to be his enemy." (D&G 121:41-43.)

This is a wonderful admonition and
lesson in regard to government, not
only in quorums of the priesthood, but

also in our home life, and indeed in

all phases of association in society.

Gospel our anchor

Brethren and sisters, the gospel is

our anchor. We know what it stands

for. If we live it and feel it, if we
speak well of it, of the priesthood, of

our families, of our neighbors, we
shall feel happier, and in reality we
shall be preaching the gospel of Jesus

Christ. The responsibility has been
given to us to convey the gospel to our

fellowmen. Some of us wait until

some special opportunity is given to

us to proclaim the gospel of Jesus

Christ, and yet the duty devolves upon
each of us to proclaim that good news
every day of our lives. We proclaim

it in our acts—in the home, in busi-

ness, in social circles, in politics; in-

deed, everywhere that we mingle with

men we have the responsibility resting

upon us to give the good news to the

people of the world.

Let us guard our thoughts and our

tongues. One of the best ways of

building up our home, be it a domicile,

a city, a state, or a nation, is always to

speak well of that home, city, state,

or nation. Let the tongue be under

control at all times.

God bless the members of this

Church for their devotion and loyalty,

and for their sustaining prayers in

behalf of all the General Authorities

and officers. You may know, and I

wish to assure you, that these prayers

are effective.

Divine protection real

I testify to you, and to all the world,
that the inspiration and protecting

care of a kind Father in heaven are

real! He is close to the Church, and I

know with my whole soul that he is

not just an absent, far-away source,

as some may think. He is a kind
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Father, solicitous of the welfare of his

children, and ready and willing to

hear and answer their call. The
answer may be negative, as sometimes

a wise parent gives a negative answer

to the pleadings of a child, but he is

ever ready to hear and to answer at a

time when it is best for the one
concerned.

Gratitude for missionaries

God bless our missionaries who are

in the 78 worldwide missions of the

Church. They are splendid young
men and women, with strong testi-

monies of the gospel, who are rich in

faith and who are excellent repre-

sentatives of the Lord and his Church.

We are proud of them. We are

grateful to our mission presidents and
to these missionaries for their willing

and able service. We are grateful also

for the fathers and mothers and others

who support these missionaries.

Loyalty of servicemen

Words cannot express the heartache

and the sorrow that we feel for the

sufferings that have come to some
homes because of the casualties of

war. Our prayers are ever with our

young men who are offering their

all for human freedom and other

inherent rights of man. My heart is

filled with thankfulness and gratitude

as I listen to reports that have been

brought directly to me of their faith

in God, of their loyalty, and of the

long distances they travel to attend

Church meetings. Think what an as-

surance in Christ, their Redeemer,

means to them while they are endur-

ing the temptations, hardships, and
horrors of war! It gives them comfort

in the hour of homesickness or dis-

couragement; it makes more effective

their determination to keep morally

clean and fit for service; it gives them
courage in the performance of duty;

it awakens hope when they are ill or

wounded; and if and when they might
face the inevitable, it fills their souls

with the peaceful confidence that as

Christ lived after death so shall theyl

May God bless and protect these men
in the armed forces.
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Blessing for officers and members

God bless you Regional Representa-
tives, stake presidents, bishops, and all

officers in the Church who are serving

and giving of your time and means for

the upbuilding of God's kingdom.
May you fathers and mothers be

blessed in your homes; may you seek

for wisdom and understanding to give

to your children health and char-

acter, spotless and unstained. The
greatest duty that fathers and mothers
have to perform is the religious train-

ing and development of their child's

character.

May God be with each of you and
all people everywhere. May we turn

to him and seek for the better and
more spiritual values of life. He is

our Father; he knows our desires and
our hopes; and he will help us if we
will but seek him and learn of his

ways.

My prayerful blessings go with you
as you return to your homes. God help

us all to discharge our responsibilities

by making an environment in home,
in school, in Church, and in our com-
munities that will be uplifting, whole-
some, and faith-inspiring, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir
sang the anthem, "Of the Father's

Love Begotten," and then sang the

hymn, "Sing We Now at Parting."

Elder Delmont H. White pro-

nounced the benediction.

Conference adjourned for six months.

The Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir
furnished the musical numbers for the

Saturday morning and Sunday morn-
ing and afternoon sessions of the con-

ference; Richard P. Condie, conductor,

and Jay E. Welch, assistant conductor.

The men of the Tabernacle Choir
furnished the choral music for the

General Priesthood meeting on Satur-

day evening, with Richard P. Condie
conducting.

The choral music for the Friday

morning and afternoon sessions was
furnished by the Brigham Young


